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No. 75. 

Penton Lodge, 

1st Jany. 1798. 

-My deni and hond. Sir, 

Idly and unprofitably as I shall in all probability pass the ensuing year 
1 will at least begin it well; and bettei I cannot begin it than by devoting 
to you, next to our great and common Benefactor, that Almighty Being who 
has made t ^ou beneficent and me grateful, the fiist offices of it. Tinner will 
ha\e told you that I accompanied hinyas far as Newbuiy for the Puipose ol 
con vei sing with- Mr. Tqomei 911 the subject of his Fishery, and if you did not 
know that the unemployed have the least Leisuie you would perhaps wondei 
(flat I have not till now been able 4n find a moment for imparting to vou the 
Result of my Enquines. T feai it will not afford you 'that Fulness of Satis-*, 
faction which your owui keen and aooui ate Spiiit of Investigation may have 
led you to expect, alass, from mine. FoUune seldom favouis the inactive. 
The Day* which aftei much Piocrastination I at length chose for my Journey 
to Xewbuiy was unluckily lhat of the maiket. Mr. Toomcr not only keeps 
\an Tionmongeis Shop but a Bank and the Employments of both left him no 
leisuie foi attending to* enquines even on the subject of Ins Hobby lloise, 
% am! even timing from a person whom lie so much respects as lie professes to 
do yoh. By bis watch lie gave me exac tly ten minutes. I shall be glad if 
they were so well employed as to effect in any tolerable degree your purpose, 
ile says he will most readily answei any letters you may write to him on the 
subject and I think you may from his performance of his promise obtain 
fiom lnm (hat Communication of his DLscoveiies for which you seemed to w T ish 
and which wrll probably die with him unless called forth by some such 
Application, meiely because he does not think them worth the trouble of 
imparting. 

You weie eeitainly led fiom bis conversation ^ry much to overrate the 
•extent of his Plan. It was simply intended for fattening or as be termed it 
flowing Trout. If I mistake not he said that in Seven Weeks he hand added 
to the Weight of a single Tr^ut seven pounds. When He entered on fhis 
undertaking I am convinced he meant only to provide a place for the confine- 
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ment of the Fish, and that it was by accident he afterwards discovered that 
the Structure of his Building was calculated to reveal to him all the “Secrets 
of their Prison House” I will attempt to give you a drawing of it. 



Feet. 

Ileighth ol the Walls from the Eves to -the Floor about 0 

Length ... . *. ... . about /) 

Breadth . ... ... ... about • 6 

No. 1. Pait ot the House A sepaiated below the Floor from No. 2 by 
Wiie Work being merely a lteceptacle oi Stew for the Fish fiist 
destined to the Kitchen. 

No. 2. The other Part of the House A ‘separated below the Floor from No. 2 
(w.) by TIVc Work as afoiesaid at one End, and open at the other 
End below the Water to the Ailing Court or open yard J3. When the 
House A is daikened it is in this Pait of -it ( viz ., in N<*. £) that 
upon opening the Trap Door D. the Fish are seen without being able 
to behold their Spectators. Mr. Toomer says that amongst the 
Candidates for food he could put it into the gaping mouth of any 
one he chose and that as the Fish retired he has frequently stroked 
it with his hand fiom the head to the Tail. 

B. An Enclosure open at the Top, intended as an Airing Court for the 

Fish and to give them the Blessings of Air and Sun. 

C. Tr&p Door in No. 1. 

D. Trap iJoor in No. 2. 

E. A pair of folding Doors — reaching fiom the Evea of the House to the 

Surface of the Water, and separating it^above the Water from tfig 
• Airi[ng Court]. B. These Doors are shut only for the Purfpoae] of 
darkening the House, at other time? thA* AfWl nnAYt 
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FF. Two Trunks' for conveying the Water to the [blank]. 

G. A Grating for Admitting the Water. 

II. A Grating for discharging the Water. 

The depth of the water within the walls is about foui feet. The vails 
of the Court and of the House are of the same heiglitli viz. about G feet above 
the surface of the water and are built on Piles. A Plate of tirnbei iuns along 
the top of the piles and on this plate the walls aie elected. From the surface 
of the water to its bottom the enclosuie is perfected by what 
Mr. Toomei calls pugged Puling, that is, by Boaids fastened on 
the outside* of the piles either at light angles 01 paiallel with them, if the 
latter, the lower ends of the Boards uie driven into the pound, and their uppei 
ends aie nailed to the plating. Beneath the watei consequently tlieie aie 
snug lecesses, the sides of which aie f mined by the piles, the backs by the 
pugged piling, (sic) and the tops by the plate of timber. It is into these 
lecesses presented by accident and not into any boles tonned as you supposed, 
for the express purpose, that the Trouts retiied when alaimed Nor 
was it in these lecesses that* they deposited theii Spawn, but on 
the gravel at the bottom of the water, and commonly in llie Ailing 
Court each pair of tiouts vigilantly guarding their own Spawn. The natuial 
ilistoiy of the Animal you will gcfTtioni# Mr. Tootnei himselt, my enqunies 
were limited to bis Fdifice. lie attiibuted his success in bleeding and 
fattening fisli within this enclosure to the lapidity of the stieam which run 
through it, the clearness ot its bottom, the natuie of the water and the piopei- 
ties which it acquired by flowing so neat a large town. lie said that they 
[fo]und in it a vaiiotv* of substances suited to theii maintenance, [but] that 
he was still obliged to feed them plentifully, and that [it w]as almost the busi- 
ness of one man to tojve care of them, [the] food he gave them consisted chiefly 
of worms. ' [The b]uilding still remains unaltered in every pait of its 
[? construction and the water still passes through it, but [the stie]am has 
lost its former rapidity and from this cause simply the Fishery is spoilt. The 
stream which before sat with all its violence on this bank, is now turned to 
the other, leaving the watei near the fishery almost stagnant, or at best 
moving but in a lazy circle. The corollary from all this seems to be 

1st That at the Head of your Water you may erect this Soit of Cage 
for Trout. 

2nd That as the Water just rising from the Spiing cannot probably 
be impregnated with Substances suited to the Support of the Trout, 
they will require a greater supply from you. 

3. That they will im doubt live in this confinement as Birds do in a 
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cage but that it is very uncertain whether they will either Breed 
or grow fat there. 

Yours most faithfully, 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

P.S. — I received my letters and will pay you for their postage. You may 
receive 3 India Bonds belonging to Phipps’s Estate, and you shall have $ full 
account. We are all well and join in fervent wishes for the welfare of Mrs. 
Hastings and yourself. 

[Addressed to : — ] 

Wauhen Hastings, Esq., 

Daylsford House, 

Chipping Norton. 


No. TG. 

To Wahkex Hastings, Esq. 

Penton Lodge, 

22nd Feby 1798. 

My dear Sir, 

( aptn. 1 homes Denton is the hi other injhiw of White in Calcutta, who 
to the very utmost of his power hat* shetffPhimself your Admirci, and who is 
much my friend. For many otheis also of Captn. Denton’s near lelations I 
iiave a gieat regaul. It is some time since 1 endeavoured to interest you in 
behalt of an Application whirl, lie was then making for the Command mi the 
Sira l low Packet -untoward circumstances compelled him lor a while (o desist 
fiom his pursuit but lie is now in a situation to renew if. Permit me to hope ■ 
tlrat as far as you conveniently can you will aid him in it,, and partiQulaily let 
me request that if the attempt is not imptoper or unpleasant you will # hy to 
procure for him the good offices of Mr. Inglis. Captn. Denton tells me that 
fie has been above twenty years in the Sea Service of the East India Company, 
and it is probable that you as well as myself have heard him spoken of as a 
good officer. These I believe are the public grounds on which he principally 
rests his application, and 1 flatter myself that they will be rather strength- 
cned than weakened by the private consideraions which I confess help to make 
me the humble Advocate of his Pretensions. lie has been unfortunate, is 
poor, and has a wife with a family of five young children. All you can with 

propriety do to serve him I am sure you will, and I love you too well to wish 
you should do more. 

I am, my dear Sir, Your obliged and obdifhble. servt. 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 
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No. 77. 

Penton Lodge, 

20th April, 1798. 

My dear Sir, 

I do assure you I never felt greater pain in any Application I ever made 
than in Jhat with which I troubled you when you were last in town. I knew 
how anxiously both Mrs. Hastings and youiself wished to procure a Writership 
for Henry Powney, and I at the same time felt in their full force all the 
considerations by which your generous nature was lest rained from so eaily 
a call on the friendship and giuti tude of Coll. Toone. The very critical situa- 
tion however of Henry Powney and his claims on me ma4e it my duty to do 
for him that which I very much doubt whether I should have done for myself, 
and painful as was the duty I performed it. T saw, my dear Sir, the struggle 
of your mind, and my own deeply paiticipated in the pain of the conflict. I 
have often thought that nothing could add to my esteem and afiection for yen. 
Hut your conduct on this as on oth£r occasions has taught me the Fallacy of 
such a conclusion, and convinced mo Aha t nothing is so gieat as to preclude 
the possibility of encrease. # ‘Your application to Toone must have cost you 
much, and I know how to estimate it. It’s failuie instead of lessening adds 
to the weight of the obligation which > imposes on me. For I know that 
the ill-success of your lequcst iobs you of that which could have best rewauled 
you for the pain of making it. I Hatter myself however that the saciifice 
which you have made will not bo wholly scattered to the winds, but that it 
will ascend to Heaven, and that as Tonne now knows your wishes he will some- 
how nr other effect their completion. In January it seems he is to have a 
nomination either to Madiass or Bombay. Henry Powney will be glad of 
either. The age I understand to which writerships are limited is twenty-two. 
He will be then only twenty-three. It is possible that his nomination may 
pass without an examination of his age. If the examination be made its true 
end and object may perhaps be virtually satisfied by a statement that he has 
been actually in India abovo three years and that consequently the period of 
his superannuation has been so passed as to fit rather than to disqualify him 
for his appointment. But if the objection with respect to Henry shall be 
found altogether insuperable it will not exist against Edward, the youngest 
of all Mfs. Powney’s Children. He is now at sea as a Guinea Pig *n the 
Lord Hawfobury , but upon trial of this profession he does npt likl it, nor do 
his brother or his other friends think him likely to prosper in it. It is indeed 
determined that, to whatever other Pursuit he may be devoted, he shall not 
persevere in this. For Edtvard therefore, if poor Henry cannot possibly obtain 
it, a writership to either of the settlements except Beneoolen will be a consum- 
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mation most devoutly to be wished, and I hold it up therefore as a matter of 
consolation to the truly benevolent Hearts of Mrs. Hastings and yourself that 
though all your efforts to serve the family of your deceased friend in the mode 
of which she was peculiarly solicitous have hitherto proved ineffectual they 
may yet by the Blessing of God attain their object. The possibility still r 
exists, and knowing that you will if you can avail yourself of it, I shall say 
nothing further on the subject. Bosanquet give me a writership for a friend ! 
If I wanted bread for myself I should not through his influence hope to procure 
it even as a labourer in the India House. 

There is a sort of fatality attending you. In your pecuniary concerns 
you are destined never to have a good bargain. If I were a Heathen I should 
say you had never sacrificed to Plutus and that the God was offended with you. 
You may recollect how scrupulously I insisted on giving you Is. Gd. for Lord 
(dare's speech. But as the Devil would have it whilst I paid you for one 
book I robbed you of another. Upon applying the next morning in the Stage 
Coach to my Pocket for the Chancellors Speech I to my great mortification pull- 
ed out the Castle Spectre. I hope there is nothing of evil Poitent in the 
circumstance.. But considering his Lordship's influence at- the Cattle, and 
the Bloody Tendency of his councils the Title is almost as well suited to him 
as to the play. To me he docs not appear a Spirit of Health, but a Goblih 
damned, and his intents most ^horrible. He that wins may laugh, and I 
confess I could not help chuckling to think how completely I had deprived 
you of both the Books which you provided for your Amusement in London. 
Eemember us most kindly to our dear Mrs. Hastings and believe me. 

Truly Tour’s 
Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 


Penton CoDfcE, 

No. 78. Monday , Ilf/; June lf98. 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

I have employed the greater part of these three or four last days in trying 
to find amongst my papers evidence of the circumstances under which I found 
and transmitted to you Nobkissen’s Bond, but without success. 

I find the copy of a letter which I wrote to you from India on the 18th 
September 1787. It informed you that I had found several of your private 
papers and*that I had sent them to you under the care of a Mr. Young who 
was going to England in the Ravemworth . I at the same time sent you as 
an enclosure in my letter a list of those papers . m The list was numbered 8, 
but f unfortunately I kept no copy of it. As the letter besides giving you a 
full account of the methods I had taken to find a Bureau which you had lost, 
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detailed also the steps I had taken and those which I intended to pursue for 
obtaining the Testimonials of the Natives in your favor, it is possible that 
you may have kept the letter and that with it you may find it’s enclosure No. 
2. If you do I flatter myself it will mention Nobkissen’s Bond as one of the 
papers which I had so lecently discovered and then transmitted to you. If 
it does not, 1 shall be able to give no evidence on the subject. Permit me to 
request that you will be at the trouble of looking for the list and that if you 
find it you will send me a copy of it, witli any such hints as may occur to you 
for aiding my recollection of a circumstance which being of importance to 
you 1 ought 1 confess to remember better than T do. I shall tiy by my own 
efforts to procure the information which Shawe wishes to obtain from me. 

Mrs. Thompson I thank God continues to enjoy tier usual good health 
— our children for this fortnight past have been afflicted with the Hooping 
Cough, but not in a very violent degree. I was last week in London for a 
'few days, and was happy to learn not only that Mrs. Hastings and yourself 
were injiigh health and spiiits,,but that Mi. and Mrs. Imhoff were returned 
from Lisbon happy in the great Blessing which they had sought there. I 
Bincerely hope that they mpy long and uninterruptedly enjoy it. I am so busy 
in making my Hay that' I seaiecly allow myself time to think whose lloises 
are to oat it, whether my own or those of France, or of the English Army or 
of English Bebels. Where do you suppose Bunopaile is gone? If I had 
heard any one say to Asia I should not have thought him mad, hut I am 
afraid to say so myself leas! others should think me mad. You were right 
when in Allusion to Strafford’s trial you thought your own the prelude to 
great calamities. 

G. N. S. 

Toone has behaved nobly and lias filled us with giatitude to you and. 
Mrs. Ifastings as well as to himself. 

[Addressed to : — ] 

Wabukn Hastings Esq., 

Daylsford House, 

Chipping Noiton. 


No. 79. 

Penton Lodge, 
Tuesday S}1$< August 1798. 

My dear and homh Sir, 

My remissness in thanking you for your last truly kind letter, is but 
ill calculated to convince you of the delight and gratitude with which I 
read it. One of the advantages of your present situation is that you may 
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listen to the professions of your admirers without any distrust of their 
sincerity, and I avail myself of it to assure you that theie is no human being 
for whom I have half the veneration I feel for you. You may 
therefore' conceive how happy I was rendered by your approval 
of my conduct on an occasion by far to me the most interesting and import- 
ant of my whole life. It is I believe a truth that without my efforts you 
would not have ieceived the testimonials of the Natives, but it is I am 
thoroughly convinced a much moie indisputable truth that such efforts as 
mine multiplied a hundred fold could not have piocured them for any 
other man in existence. Praun Kisshurn Ring when he hi ought mo some 
of them said — “ It is for Mr. Hasting* only that this couhl he performed. 
Lord Cornwallis though he is now in the Government could not obtain such 
documents m his favor were he to seek them with all his influence .” 

Though I have not elevation of mind enough to covet fame I confess I 
am solicitous oi the good opinion of the few who are dear to me and laudare 
a te laudato vno I shall always considei as my highest honor and gieatest 
happiness. It is I acknowledge to advance myself in your esteem that I tell 
you I had much to stiuggle with in the Execution of the Commission you 
assigned me. Both Shoie and Lai kins tieated it as impiacticable. Loid 
Cornwallis and Col. Ross affected to consider it as ill advised, and indiscreetly 
conducted. Though you had left' very few enemies theie were still enough 
of them to thwait and impede the pi ogress of an individual so humble and 
unsupported as myself in an undei taking (ft so much delieaty and difficulty 
In illustiation of the latter position I will^ive you one instance which I 
select not because it is above all other s the most convincing, but because it 
is the most simple.. 

Cowper was in the Board of Revenue, and if I mistake not the* President 
of it, he was ceitainly its most efficient member, he was become tfie only 
powerful protector of Gunga Govind Sing and Praun Kissurn against a com- 
bination of villains almost as rancorous and unprincipled as those who were 
opposed to yourself in England. Without his approbation Praun Kisshurn 
Sing could render me no effectual assistance, and Hatch the Collector of 
Dinagepoor and others of his dependents consulting what they conceived 
would be his wish had, I found, under a variety of futile pretexts refused 
to forward to the Presidency Testimonials which had been tendered to* them 
for that purpQse. It became necessary for me therefore to conciliate to 
my undertaking the Good Will of Cowper. Fortunately I. had entertained 
for him those sentiments which facilitated the attempt. Even when you 
were in India and during the height of those animosities which his intem- 
perance and I fear the evil designs of others bad generated Between you, I 
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attributed much of bis misconduct to mistaken notions of honor towards 
Bristow and after your departure I had admired him for his manly support 
of many of your native friends. In our common defence of them I had fre- 
quent communication with him, and I found him capable of much elevation 
of sentiment — animated in the praise of virtue, and indignant against every 
thing base and mean. I therefore ventured to write to him the following 
letter. 

(Copy.) 

Alapoor , 11 tli October 1T8T. 

“Dear Cowper. 

“I will not apologize for the Liberty I take in addressing you on the 
“subject of this letter, since it is a liberty prompted by tl*e very favourable 
“opinion which I entertain of your character: Mr. Hastings in letters re- 
ceived by the Minerva and addressed to Mr. Shore and myself has appealed 
“tlnough us to the Natives of this country for their opinion of his conduct; 
“not doubting that their testimonies will clear at least his future Fame from 
“jnany of tlie aspersions with which his enemies in England have labnuied 
“to blacken it. 

“Praun Kisshun Sing luis promised his assistance in collecting the 
“Mifliages of the inhabitants of Bengal, but impressed with a grateful sense 
“nf.tlie patronage with which you have honoured him. Ho thinks that lie is 
“in candour bound to make known to you the part he is prepared to act. 

“Far from discouraging this proof of his attachment to an absent and 
“persecuted benefactor you w ill I am convinced approve it, and, unless I am 
“much deceived, his conduct on this occasion will serve to confirm the 
“favourable opinion which* you already entertain of him. 

“To many minds I might appear to he acting a very hazardous part in 
“thus freely communicating to you a design which lias Mr. Ilasting’s inter- 
est for it’s object; but it is not the interest of Mr. Hastings alone — circums- 
tanced as he is, it is the common interest of Truth, of Justice, of Humanity, 
“and I am sure therefore that in you it wdll not find an enemy. 

“In truth Cowper I feel a conviction grounded on my observation of you 
“during the time I have known you, that however causes originating more in 
“others than in yourselves may laterly have placed you in opposite Lines of 
“Politicks you cannot approve the conduct of his enemies in England, nor wish 
“to denyliim any fair and honourable means of doing Justice to his injured 
“Reputation. It is in this conviction that I have ventured to write to you 
“and that I subscribe myself with great esteem. 

“Jlost truly your’s 

“ Geo. Nesbitt Thompson.” 
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The letter prpduced its intended effect. He encouraged Praun Kisshurn 
♦Sing to proceed and wrote to Hatch. He shewed me his letter, I did not 
lequest a copy of it, but from memory submitted its substance to paper, and 
this ip a copy of what I find written on the occasion in my book of 
memorandums. 

Substance of Cowper’s letter to Hatch. r 

“Yoius of the found me returned to* Calcutta, 

“nothing the better for my late excursion. My eyes are still so bad that 
“I do not believe I should write were it not that v hat you tell me of Ham 
“Oaunt absolutely requires me to do so. 

“Mr Hastings in vindication of his chaiactei has appealed to the Natives 
“of this country. Government knows that he has done so, and does not 
“oppose it Nothing is less intended than to influence the suffiages. Tell 
"‘Ram Caunt that any amongst the zemeendors (for the requisition is I 
“believe addressed to all) may either sign it as it is, or alter it, 01 1 eject it 
“altogether without feai of punishment t or hope of letiibution. c 

“It is due to Justice that Mi. Hastings should have the benefit of any 
“evidence which he thinks may seive him. It is due to common Justice that 
“the Natives in giving that evidence should be left to the exemse of theii 
“own choice. Whatever ma^ he the success of the attempt Mi. Hastings's 
“friends will anxiously wish for it, and you will concur with me in thinking 
“that his enemies cannot honourably oppose it. Signed Wm. Cowper M My 
journal then pioceeds in these woids, ctz: — 

“I was much pleased w ith it (with Cowpei’s letter ) and by tlie liber a- » 
“lity of his conduct upon this occasion was confirmed in my opinion that had/ 
“not artful men laboured to sevei him and Mr. Hastings they would always 
“have continued friends.” 

Thus my dear Sir have I given you a very long stoiy solely foi tl*e pur- 
pose for which Falstaff supposed Hal had given him Physic — namely, “to 
make him love him.” I wish my success may be better even than that of 
the young Piince, though 1 confess that neither Physic nor long stories seem 
to be the means best calculated for the purpose. I write in haste— for I was 
farming all the morning. I have been with the boys to Stockbridge Races 
this afternoon, and Powney goes away early to-morrow morning. The few 
minutes I have yet to spare I shall devout to Mis. Hastings, and thus take 
my leave of you— ferveptly praying God to bless you. 

Geo. Nbibitt Thompson. 
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No. 80. Pemton Lodge, 

Friday , 31*$ August, 1798. 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

I reached home yesterday by Dinner Time, and had the Happiness to 
find my Wife and Children well. She is to set out this Evening lor 
Newbury in her way to Bisham Abbey, and her Depaituie consequently 
■give? additional value to the very few Hours which are yet to piecede it. 
I cannot however help devouring a small Portion of the Interval to my 
Friends at Daylsford, especially as tlieie will be no Post tomoirow. I thank 
both Mrs. Hastings and yourself for your kind Attention to me. AVhen you 
want next to enforce my Attendance by a Summons that cannot be resisted 
tell me you aie alone. Never again piesent the (hip of Friendship to me 
with any Alloy. Let me drink of it full only of the pure Delights which I 
find in her Conversation and yours. I am not made for gieat Men. I receive 
80 little Pleasure in their Company that I am sure they can xeceive none in 
mine. “ Prim thus placing P/ys ’’ will novei be either my Praise or my 
DKgiace. . 

Di. AYhite is suie that youi Book lias been received and read at 
ChiistchTireli, but whether it lias been deposited in the publick Library of 
the College; or in the private^Libnuy of the Dean oi any other Person lie 
knew not. lie promised to make the Enquiry by e ramming the Catalogue 
of the Public Libianj and to acquaint you with the llesult of it. In this 
Mode the Enquiry can offend no one, ynd will he attended with all the 
Certainty you can wish. If the Book is not yet in the Public Library Send 
one to Dr. White rind Tie will deposit it tlieie. 

Bogles Nanative contains no Copy of the Letter from the Teslioo 
Lama, nqr as I could find, any mention of it. Bogle left Bahar on his 
Missiop in /ime 1774. It is hut fair to tell you that Turner had intended 
to # prefix to his Nairative an Tntioduction of the Sort which it seemed to 
me so much to want. This peihaps may absolve you from a Part of the 
Bui then with which I so presumptiously emleavouied to load you. But 
certainly not from the whole of it, siuce the whole University will never 
be able so well as yourself to explain your Objects in seeking an Intercourse 
with Chinn through Thibet and Botan, nor the Causes which led you to think 
the Attempt practicable. May God bless both you and Mrs. Hastings, and 
reward your Virtues. Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

[Addressed to — ] 

Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Daylsford Hopite, 

Chipping Norton. 
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No. 81. 

Penton Lodge, 

19/7i Sept. 1798. 

My dear Toone, 

I have had the pleasure to hear of you both from Daylsford and Bisham * 
Abbey, and it is with unfeigned joy I congratulate not only yourself but 
Airs. Toone and all your little ones on your returning health. I sincerely 
hope that it will be soon perfectly reestablished. 

By the directions of Mr. and Airs. Hastings transmitted to me through 
George Powney who lately called on them, I send you the enclosed papers, 
most earnestly hoping that the admission of Henry Powney to the service 
will prevent the necessity of recurring to the certificate of his younger 
Brother’s Age. 

Before the death of Mrs. Powney, I received from her a register of the 
ages of all her children. By this it appears that Heniy George Claud 
Powney was boin 6th January 1776. He consequently will not bc t twenty 
three years old till the 6th January 1799* 

I have no means of lecurring to the Act of Pailiament which prescribes 
the Age of Writeis, but according to my recollection of it, it can be only by 
a seveie enfoicement of it's letter against its Spirit that Heniy can be consi- 
deied as too old for an appointment. Till he lias attained the age of twenty 
thee years, he can not be said to have completed more years of his age than 
twenty two; consequently if his nomination is' made any time before the 6th 
January 1799 he will not be too old to icceive the benefit of it. Besides the 
spirit of the Act, and I admit it to be a wise and wholesome spirit, was, to 
gmml the seivice on the one hand against hoys too raw and young to have 
received the rudiments of a useful education and on the other against men 
too old and hackneyed in the ways of the woild to bring with them into, the 
service dispositions suited to the duties of it — against ruined Gamesters, 
bankiupt speculators, desperate adventurers and the outcasts in short of 
all other professions and pursuits. If such be in truth the spirit of the Act 
Henry comes not within tli£ prohibition of it. He was educated with a 
direct view to the Service. At the age of eighteen he went to India with 
the reasonable assurance that a writership would soon follow him and he 
has ever since resided there requiring (sic) the knowledge and the Jiabits 
suited to such^an appointment. The Act it is true requires that no person 
shall be appointed a writer mho bas numbered more years than twenty two ; 
Henry has riot yet numbered twenty three and even according to the Laws 
of the Turf where the question of age is considered nvith the utmost possible 
acumen no horse is reckoned more than thee years old, till he is full four. 
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With all these circumstances in favor of my friend I do earnestly hope my 
dear Toone that you will be able to prevail on the Court of Directors to 
accept your nomination of him, especially as I understand that they 
have in some few other instances thought themselves at Liberty to give an 
enlarged and liberal construction to this part of the Act of Parliament 
rather than a strict and literal one. All you can do in favor of Heniy I 
am sure you will and if the poor fellow must inevitably loose the benefit ot 
your kind intentions I have still the consolation to assure myself that they 
will bo extended to his younger and inoie foitunate brothei Edward and 
that he will receive your nomination. Do not conceive that I am so unrea- 
sonable as to ground these expectations on any preter^ions either of Mis. 
Thompson, myself or her relations. I am encouraged to entertain them 
solely by the generous attention which you are disposed to show to the 
wishes of Mr. and Mrs. Hastings.. I know how much it cost them to apply 
to you on this occasion, nor do I believe that they could have been induced 
to impose this Tax on your goodness by any motive less cogent than the pious 
regard which they bore to the memory of their deceased friend and to the 
assurances they had given .her. It was an effort of viitue in them to make 
the request and ciicumstanced as I know you were it was an effort of virtue 
in you to comply with it. I should be guilty of presumption and impertin- 
ence were I to thank either them or you for an act of kindness which in no 
view of it had me for its object. Put I hope I may without offence for 
I am sure I can with great truth assert frbat it has increased my regard and 
esteem for all of you. 

Mrs. Thompson was iq London for a few days, she wished to have called 
on you at Epsom, but denied herself that pleasure from a belief that youj 
children had never liad the Ilooping Cough, she having as a companion 
whom she coiiid not leave behind her our second daughter Louisa, who is 
not yet perfectly recovered from that disorder. Present our regards to Mrs. 
Toone and believe me 

Very sincerely yours, 

Geo. N. Thompson. 

[This copy of letter was enclosed in G. Thompson’s letter to Warren 
Hastings, dated 27th December (1798)]. 


No. 82. 

Penton # Lodge. 

Thursday , 6 Nov . 1798. 

My dear Madam, 

Powney informs me that you and Mr. Hastings are in London and that 
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one of your motives for going thither was to see Mrs. Grindall. Swift or 
Rochfield has observed that in the misfortunes of our best friends we com- 
monly find something to comfort us, and in your disappointment I am 
tempted to look for my own advantage. As you have not found Mrs. 
Grindall in London may I hope that you will come and meet her here. Our 
company left us to day, and Mrs. Thompson does not expect to be confined 
before the 20. Within this interval you will probably return to Daylsford 
and very happy will you make us all if in your way thither you will call on 
us. It is presumption in mortals to talk of Happiness ; but I think you will 
find a cheerful and comfortable family, and both you and Mr Hastings may 
enjoy the satisfaction of knowing that you have helped to render it such. 
I write in great haste, in the short interval between hunting and dinner, and 
with an attention solicited by the clamorous and importunate endearments 
of my dear boy and six or seven other children. 

For Powney, Harry Vansittart, and myself I received from Mr. 
Hastings three copies of the proceedings on his trial. The paper of that 
given to Powney differs from the paper •jof the other two. It seems of a 
superior kind.. This copy has a proof instead of a print and ike text is in 
several places corrected by Mr. Hastings’s own pen. Tell him this — that if 
the information is of any use he may whilst In town avail himself of it. All 
here unite in affectionate regards both to him and yourself and I am my 
dear Madam with real gratitude your obliged and faithful servant. 

'Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

[Addressed to : — ] 

Mas. Hastings. 

Thomas’s Hotel, 

Berkley Square, 

London. 


No. 83. 

Penton Lodge. 

Thursday, 27 th Deer. [1798.] 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

I write to tell you that Mrs. Thompson was safely delivered of a fine boy 
on Xmaes Eve, or according to the computation of seamen on Xmflss day, 
for he came into the world after 12 o’clock at noon. May God bo bless the 
child as to make the return of the day welcome to me not only as a Christian 
but as a Father. He and his mother continue to do well. You may venture 
to congratulate me. For I am fortunate enough to *ttink that even in these • 
bad times large families do as well as smallsone* In times almost as had 
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it was little Joseph the youngest of twelve sons who saved the lives and made 
the fortunes not only of all his brothers but of his aged father. Upheld by 
this consideration I dare believe my wife will concur with me in still labour- 
ing for a younger son. 

I send you the foregoing copy of a letter to show you how exactly my 
thoughts are in unison with yours on the subject of Toones conduct — Powney 
shewed rile your last letter — Toone in reply to mine gave me no hopes that 
he could effect the appointment for Hennj the elder brother, and I presume 
theiefore though your letter does not say so, that the younger brother has it. 
liemember us most affectionately to Mrs. Hastings. 

Yours gratefully, 

[Unsigned.] 

[Addressed to: — ] 

Warren Hastings Esq., 

Daylsford House. 

No*. 84. 

Penton Lodge. 

Th ursday, 17 th Jany . 1799. 

My dear and bond. Sir, 

At home I never lead, not because I dislike it, but because I can find 
no leisuie for it. My regiet on this account would be much more bitter than 
it is did I not recollect that “ Virtus in aetiohe consist it ” and did I not accord- 
ingly speak peace to my soul by assuming it that my time is better employed in 
taking care of my farm and my family than in the more voluptuous improve- 
ment of my mind. It happened however about a week ago that I had an 
evening to pass alone at an Inn at Salisbury, and for the enjoyment of it I 
. bought a*book entitled “British Public Characters of 1798.” In the intro- 
duction I see that your name is mentioned as one of those which are to give 
value to a future volume. I tell you this that you may if ydu please take 
care of yourself. “Communications for the second volume or corrections of 
the first are requested to be addressed to Mr. Phillips No. 71, St. Paul’s 
Church yard.” Though the publication does not from its outset, seem to 
promise much gratification to the malicious, yet as it treats of living charac- 
ters it vfill probably be much read, and afford perhaps to many a man^all the 
knowledge he will ever have of them. I wish I had knowledge or genius or 
industry enough to become your Biographer. But alass ! whilst no man 
has a more exalted idea of the sublimity of the task, no man has fewer of 
•the requisites suited to the adequate performance of it. In this respect I 
know myself, and you may iaketmy word. 
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I failed not duly to inform you that Mrs. Thompson was safely delivered 
of a fine boy on Christmas Eve. I have now the pleasure to tell you and our 
truly good friend Mrs. Hastings that both the mother and the child have 
continued to do well. Mrs. Hastings and yourself have so taught me to look 
up to you for Acts of kindness, that upon all occasions I expect it as natural- 
ly as I do light and warmth from the blessed sun, or fatness from the clouds. 
To anticipate that kindness which your goodness might upon thidr occasion 
prompt you to shew me, I have to tell you that the little Fellow’s Sponsors 
are engaged and that in homage to one of them he is to be called Christopher. 
Anstey, Geo. Powney, Mrs. Grindall, Ned Powney and Harry Vansittart 
unite with Mrs. Thompson and myself in affectionate regards to you and Mr* 
Hastings and I am Dear Sir, 

Yours most faithfully, 

Geo. N. Thompson. 

If Mr. and Mrs. Imlioff are witli you remember us to them. 

[Addressed to : — ] 

Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Daylsford tlouse. 

Chipping 'Norton. 


No. 85. 

Copy of a Letter from Geo. Booth Tyndale, Esq., a young Solicitor 
in London to Mr. Thompson. 

Lincolns Inn, 

5 th Match, 1799. 

Dear Sir, 

You will oblige my Uncle Mr. Wane as well as myself by writing to 
Mr. Hastings on the Subject of the Letters, etc. 'on the other Side and 
when you receive his Answer to favor me with it. 

I am dear Sir, etc., 

Signed. Geo. Booth Tyndale. 


First Enclosure in the above. 

Copy of a Letter from John Tyndale Warre, Esq, to Geo. Booth Tyndale. 
My dear Sir, • 

Having waited in expectation of hearing that something might have 
been done relative to the c late Mr. Jones’s Demand upon Mr. Hastings from 
the Conversation I held with Mr. Thompson in 1793 I have now to request 
the. Favour of you to see Mr. Thompson if in Town or communicate my 
sentiments to him and request his kind Interference. Understanding 
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Mr. H. is now fully competent to discharge the 200£ and Interest. I desire 
no more than the usual Rate of Interest from 1748 to the present time for 
the Money, which considering the Advantage Mr. Howard Hastings made 
of it I conceive not unreasonable. If you think it necessary to state any 
P.art of the Conversation that passed between Mr. T. and myself upon thia 
Subject I refer you to my minutes taken in 1793 which are in your Possession. 
I shall «hope to hear from you soon, and believe me sincerely yours 

Signed. John Tyndale Warre. 

Vere Street Hotel, 

4 March , 1799. 

Second Enclosure in Mr. Tyndales Letter to Mr. Thompson. 

London, 18/// Fehy., 1793. 

Mr. Hastings having been informed by Mr. Thompson of Mr. Warre'sr 
Application respecting the £200 due from the late Mr. Howard Hastings* 
Mr. II. desired to see all the Papers lelative to the Transaction between 
the late Mr. II. H. and the late Mr. Chs. Jones. Mr. W. in consequence of 
a note from Mr. Thompson sent them for Mr. IPs Inspection. The Papers 
were returned Mr. W. by. Mr. T. in a Coach from the Mount Coffee House 
Jo Cecil Street Strand. Mr. T.« declining Mr. IIs’s Sentiments to be that 
he knew the Letter dated 6th May 1748 to* be the hand of bis late Uncle- 
if. H. that he would enquire into the Claim from Mr. Woodman who 
possesses Mr. Creswick’s Papers ot knew ^ his Affairs. Mr. H. II. died per- 
fectly solvent and there was sufficient to pay all his Debts. Mr. II. declared 
to Mr. T. that he should be glad*to discharge the £200 whenever he had 
it in his power, provided the Demand appeared unsatisfied, and he would 
embrace the earliest oppoitunity of so doing but from the severe Trial he 
has undergone his Cash was nearly exhausted. 

Mr. Thompson desired Mr. Wane to rest well contented that Mr. H. 
had promised him the Money should be paid as soon as he had it in his 
Power. 


Mr. Thompson’s Answer to Mr. Tyndale. 

Penton Lodge, 

9th March , 1799. 

Dear Sir, 

Upon coming home after an Absence of some *lays I have received your 
Favour of the 5th Instant, containing Copies of Mr. Warre’s Lelter to you 
dated the 4th Inst., and ef his minutes of the Conversation which passed 
between him and myself in 1793. relative to his Demand of a Sum of money 

5 
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from Mr. Hastings.* I confess the Perusal of these Papers much surprized 
me, as they placed the Tiansaction which they concerned in a Point of View 
different from that in which it appeared according to my Recollection of 
it 

From Mr. Warred Letter to you it would seem that he has not only a 
legal Demand of the Principal Sum of £200 against Mr. Hastings; but that 
he displays some moderation in desiring “no moie than the usual Rate ot 
Interest from 1748 to the present time.” From his minute of the Convei- 
sption between him and myself it would seem that Mr. Hastings through 
me had admitted the Demand as thus stated, and had promised to satisfy 
it as soon as he should have it in his power so to do. 

In this View of the Subject I cannot possibly acquiesce. Upon recui- 
ring to a Diary which I have been long in the Habit of keeping I find that 
I also made a memorandum of my Conversation with Mr. Warre in 1793. 
As it throws some Light upon the minute taken by Mr. Warre I will sub- 
join a Copy of it for his Perusal sincerely wishing that it may afford to 
his Mind as much Satisfaction as it does to mine. 

When at the Request of Mi. Waire r I formerly undertook to lay his 
Claim before Mi. Hastings I had frequent oppoat unities of soeing that 
Gentleman, and I hoped that by my Interference I might save Trouble to boll) 
Parties. This Motive for my Interference exists no longer : For living, Us 
I now do, wholly in the Countiy at a Distance from Mr. Hastings I have 
seldom the Happiness of seeing him, and consequently have no other means 
of communicating with him than by Letter, a means which Mr. Warre 
possesses as well as myself and to which I take the Liberty ol referring him. 

With my Compliments to Mr. Waire I remain 

Dear Sir Your obedt. hble. Servt. 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

Extract from Mr. Thompson’s Diary referred to in his Letter to Mr. Tyrdale. 

18 th Fety., 1793. 

“Met Mr. Tyndale Warre by his Appointment at the Mount Coffee 
“House and returned him^his Papers — telling him as my own opinion that 
“should Mr. Hastings upon Inquiry be convinced that the money had not been 
“repaid, He would, if it were ever in his Power, pay to the Representatives of 
“Mr. Jones the principal Sum of £200; not from any Beljef that 
“ it wafc borrowed to send him to India, but solely from Respect to his 
“Uncle’s Memory.” 


JThese copies of letters were enclosed in G. Thompson’s letter to Warren* 
Hastings, dated 12th March, 1799.] 
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No. 86. 

Penton Lodge, 

12 March , 1799. 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

The foregoing Letters will explain themselves, and bring to your 
Recollection a Transaction which has probably escaped it. Mr. Warre’s 
Statement of it is correct as far as it is not contradicted by my’ Memorandum. 
That is, it is true you read the Papers; that you said you would consult 
Mr. Woodman on the Subject of them; that you expressed your Conviction 
that the Letter purpoiting to be written by Mr. Howard Hastings was in 
his hand writing; that he died solvent; and that if the £200 remained un- 
paid you would be glad to pay it whenever you should have the means of 
doing so. Mr. Tyndale is a worthy young man not long established as a 
Solicitor at Law. Ilis Uncle Mr. Wane was a Schoolfellow of mine. But 
no Intimacy or Friendship has ever subsisted between us. He is a man of 
Fortune, pnd about three or four yeais ago succeeded to the fine House 
♦and Estate of Coplestone Wane Ramfield in Somersetshire. You will 
no doubt hear fuither from, him, and you had better theiefore prepare your- 
felf with afl the Infoimation you can obtain fiom Woodman or elsewhere. 

• You see you have not yet been so long remembered as to be forgotten. 
Tbe Biographiana is out and your Life is 'put forward to leeommend the 
Work. I am afraid to look at it for it is probable they do not wish to do 
you Justice, and quite ceitain that they. cannot if they would — You must 
do Justice to yourself, and be your own Historian. We aie all well. Give 
our love to our dear Mm Hastings. 

[unsigned.] 

[Addressed to — ]' 

♦Waiu^n Hasting vS Esq., 

Daylsford House, 

Chipping Norton. 


No. 87. 

Dd. House, 18/// March , 1799. 

My dear Thompson, 

Your letter has brought to my recollection, though imperfectly, the 
communication which you formerly made to me of Mr. Jones's demand. I 
trust implicitly to your memorandum, except a slight mistake 
Vhich you must have. made of my words. I could not have 
expressed even the doubts implied by the words " not from any belief that 
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it was borrowed tq send “him to India because my Uncle never had the 
most distant intention of such a destination. It originated with myself 
aftei my Uncle’s death; and Mr. Creswicke, who was a Director of the E. 
I. Co., gave me his appointment of a writer, at my request so suddenly 
made, that it was proposed and passed almost instantaneously, all the other 
nominations having been previously made. This difference in the fact 
makes a wide one in the right deducible from it : for if my Uncle Jiad bor- 
rowed the money for my use in fitting me out for India, I am in conscience 
bound to pay it: eeiiainly not if it was borrowed for any other in which 
I had no concern. 

I could not possibly have said (as Mr. Tyndale asserts) that Mr. Wood- 
man had Mi. Cieftuicke's papers; because I am morally certain they were 
never in his possession. 

Mr. Creswicke was my Uncle’s Executor; but never gave me any account 
of the estate ; nor is it in my present knowledge, or even belief, that I ever 
received any thing from it, except two houses at Cheltenham, since com- 
posing the plough Inn, which I soon after made over to my sister, Mrs 
Woodman. I have reason to believe ihat Mr. Creswicke himself disbursed 
the expense of fitting me out to India. I have an indistinct reoollection of 
an answer of his to a demand made by me. of an account of his administra- 
tion, in which he peevishly declared that he had paid more than he had 
received from the assets of the estate. 

If the estate continues indebted to , Mr. Jone9, or any other creditor, 
Mr. Creswicke or his heiis are answeiable for it; he was the administrator, 
not I; and I shall be almost inclined to put it to the conscience of Mr. Jones 
whether he does not know that such demand was made by his father, and 
whether he has ever seen or has in his possession any, letters from Mr. Cres- 
wicke in answer to it; these, if he has, would place this affair in its most 
just light — indeed it seems improbable, and next to an impossibility* that ' 
a person in the possession of a bond for such a sum as two hundred pounds 
should neglect to demand payment of it from the principal, or from the 
known representative, and that it should lie dormant upwards of forty years, 
to make its appearance as a claim upon an individual, who had no original 
concern in contracting the debt, nor derived any benefit from it; and who 
perhaps has himself claims to a larger amount in the same property from 
which this debt ought to have been discharged. 

I do not mean by whet I have said to disclaim all obligation to discharge 
this demand; but the obligation, if any, rests on my own sense of it, as due 
only to my deceased uncle and to my respect te his memory. It cannot, 
eithSr, in law or equity be binding on me. 
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Having said thus much upon the subject as it respects Mr. Jones, I 
must add a few words as a justification of myself, for desiring to leave this 
affair in its present state, for the present time and, I much fear, for ever. 

[Mr. Warre has good grounds for his conclusion that “ I am now fully 
competent to “ discharge the 200£, and interest,” i.e. f 710£. This belief I 
owe to the deceptive manner in which the Directors modified their bounty 
to me; from which it publicly appears that they bestowed upon me an 
annuity of 4,000£, and a loan without interest of 50,000£. The truth is, 
that at this moment I am w*oith consideiably less than nothing. My annuity 
is reduced to 2,000£, but of that I pay 1,000£ for interest on 20,000£ which 
I owed beyond the 50,000£ which they lent me to pan> my debts. My 
Daylesford Estate (which 1 ovei rated at 500£) yields me 150£ from my 
tenant, and the remainder in my own possession, if rented, would produce 
21(h£ together, 360£. Mrs. 11s, has 22,000£ which yields her an interest 
of 1,100£ out of which she transmits annually to her mother 200£. I owe 
besides 1,Q00£ to my bankers, aitd I have owing to me 3,600£, of which I 
can get neither principal nor Intt. # * I think these items leave me a clear 
income of 2,240£ for taxes -ami all expenses, with a debt of 71,000£ to dis- 
charge in December, 1813, and my annuity at the same time to cease. Now, 
my friend, tell me whether witfi such presgnt means, and such a dreadful 
prospect of insolvency at the expiration of 14 years and a half, I can con- 
scientiously, or honestly, pay the debt of another person, how dear to me 
soover from my obligations to him white living, especially on a claim so 
vague and doubtful.] 

I bsg your pardon, my dear Thompson, for having trespassed the limits 
of a single sheet; but I have had my attention withdrawn by interruption^ 
and not a little by pain; for my wrist, hand and fingers have been crippled 
by rheumatism now* exactly 3 weeks, and I am obliged to pause some minutes 
aftef writing a line, sometimes two, and sometimes more, or the pain 
becomes too acute to bo borne with patience. 

I have however, another letter to write to you, which shall serve for 
the cover to this. Observe that the paragraph included between brackets 
is for your own inspection only. The rest you may communicate as you 
please. 

I thank you for the cheering intelligence in the close of you? letter. 
Give to your dear Lady, and accept from Mrs. Hastings and myself, and 
from our dear children the assurance of our affectionate remembrance, and 
fervent wishes for the happiness of yourselves and yours. 

Tr, affectionate, 

Wabhen Hastings. 
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No. 88. 

Penton Lodge, 

3rd Octr . 1799. 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

Either Powney or Harry Vansittart I think must have told you that the 
Mumps a Disorder which is perhaps unknown to you, but which is in it's 
Effects much more serious than in its name was making its Progress through 
our Family. On the very Eve of Mrs. Thompson's intended Departure for 
Bisham Abbey the Disorder seized our principal Nurse maid, and fearful 
that it might soon attack our Children; Mrs. Thompson determined not to 
go from home. Though the Children as well as ourselves have hitherto 
escaped this Complaint, yet our youngest Boy has lately suffered so much 
Pain from cutting Six of his Teeth which are all advancing together that 
She thinks herself fortunate in being at hand to comfort and take care of 
him. Did I not think you possessed a Heart capable of sympathizing with 
us in all our Interests I should not trouble you concerning these, well know- 
ing that they would otherwise appear Vo you as trifling as they are to us 
important. I speak of them besides to account for my not* having yet 
received your Book. By my Directions Harry has sent it to Mrs. Grindall> 
House in London there to remtin till I shall have an opportunity of super- 
intending the Binding of it. These Directions were given before I received 
your Letter, nor have I since superseded them notwithstanding the additional 
motives by which I am now impelled to seek the safe and speedy Possession 
of the Book. I anticipate in your Address of it to me every thing that is 
kind in Sentiment and elegant in expression. Blit as you justly observe, 
nothing of this sort is wanting for ray own Information. The Sense of 
your Friendship for me is constant and habitual, it fyrms indeed a Part and 
the most delightful Part of that Consciousness which tells me I exist. But' 
though no Professions of your Regard are now necessary for my own Instruc- 
tion, I do indeed highly value them as they are calculated to exalt me in 
the Estimation of my Descendants. It has been my Lot to have known 
only one great man; to have pleased him has gratified all the Ambition I 
have ever been capable of feeling, and to have my children assured upon 
his own Authority that such has been my proud Distinction will completely 
satisfy any utmost Love of Fame. In saying this I do not mean to affect 
Humility, ot to insinuate^ that I am a Stranger to the universal Passion. I 
feel it, but ** its utmost Purity. For “ Lmdari a te ” etc., etc. you know 
the Rest. 

•I too have harvested not only all my Wheat W all my Oats. My alf 
of both in the most abundant Seasons is flut lfttle. In this my Wheat is 



THE NESBITT THOMPSON PAPERS— VUL 


23 


only half it’s usual (Quantity. My Barley is still at the mercy of the Weather. 

I have been reading Lord Mornington's Letter — I like it well and I 
should like it better if he had ascribed the Defects of the militaiy Establish- 
ment at Madrass to the Want of Bullocks, for such I have no doubt was 
the Fact. You see I can judge of no subject without considering how it 
affects yourself. I am glad to know from yourself that Sirs. Hastings is 
pretty well. A letter I received from Cheltenham led me to appiehend the 
contrary. Present our most affectionate Hegards to her and believe me dear 
and bond. Sir 

Yours faithfully 
Geo. Nesjmtt Thompson. 

[Addressed to — ] 

Wakhen Hastings, Esq., 

Daylsford House, 

Chipping Norton. 


Ho. 89. 

Penton Lodge, 

Wed., 22nd Janxj ., 1800. 

jVfy dear and hond. Sir, 

Though I have long wished to hear of Mrs. Hastings and yourself, I 
know not when I should have written to you if I had not been called upon 
to do so by the Letter which I enclose fctr your peiusal. I do not attempt 
to send you it’s Substance merely, as I am convinced I could omit no 
Expression in it without Prejudice to it’s Writer and his Object. I can 
however venture I believe to assuie you in his name as I sincerely do in. 
my own tlitft We wish you first to consult your own Feelings, and if without 
Violence *to these you can seive Mr. Porcher it is then only that We wish 
you *to do so. If I mistake not I must before have told you, for it is a 
Truth familiar to me, that there is no Man on Earth whose Happiness I 
would promote at the Expense of your’s. With this Assurance I will now 
venture to mention a Subject which upon my Honor I had no Intention or 
Thought of submitting to you when I began my Letter. I know you have 
now little left of the Great Man, but his Soul; and that the Power and 
Influence which ought to belong to you have like other worldly Goods de- 
volved to Persons less worthy of them. I formerly addressed yeu in Behalf 
of Thomas Denton, the Brother in Law of our common Friend John White 
gf Calcutta. He is dead and has left a Widow and five young children 
absolutely destitute of all Provision or the prospect of any except that which 
they may derive from the baunt^of the Company. Bo this fund she has had 
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recourse in a petiti6n of which I will add a copy/ sincerely hoping that you 
may have the power as I am sure you will the inclination to promote its 
success. And now my dear Sir having dischaiged the task of a supplicant, 
which, often as you have seen me in the performance of it, is still I assure 
you very irksome to me, let me have the pleasure of enquiring after Mrs 
Hastings and yourself — how are you? Does your Paradise at Daylsford con- 
tinue to furnish you with new Delights? Suiely they must bettei satisfy 
your souls than if you had never tasted of that Tree of Knowledge whose 
fruits during your late trial were so plentifully foiced upon you both, by the 
Devil and his Agents. For my own part I can very honestly say that all I 
then saw of the w^rld endeais to me my piesent ietiiement. My childien, 
my faim, and a little hunting supply me with employment ample and pleasant 
enough — it is only when I think of my dear babes that I ever regret my 
occupations aie so unprofitable. Mrs. Thompson you may perhaps recollect 
lias already piesented me with two girls and two boys -lelymg on the bounty 
of that Providence which feeds the ravens', I expect the speedy coming of a 
fifth child without despondency. Sheds well and joins me in kind regaids 
to Mrs. Hastings and youiself. I am my dear and bond. Sir 

Your obliged and faithful servant 

Gko. Nesbiti Thompson. 


No. 90. 

Penio>i Lodge. 

2 d/e/ Ap/il 1800. 

My dear and bond Sir, 

. By a lettei which I have this moment received from George Powaey I 
find that Mis. Hastings left London dangerously ill on Friday last in her way 
to Daylsfoid, purposing to remain at Salthill till she should be able to prose- 
cute the lemaindei of her journey. Most fervently do I hope that in this 
enfeebled state she has not received the melancholy news which reached me 
only yesterday, and which I am sure it would require hei very best of health 
to bear. You can by this time be no stranger to it; but I comfort myself 
in the belief that you have hitherto been able to withhold from her the 
knowledge of it. Yet awhile the very praise bestowed upon his memory 
would tyut serve to aggravate her sense of her loss, and it is not therefore for 
her present perusal that I now send you the extract of a letter which I yes- 
terday received from White. It may at some future time help to heal her 
wounded mind, and even at this time it may to your’s afford motives oi 
consolation. 

* This copy is attached, but is now omitted as unnecessary. 
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Extract of a letter from Gno. White, Esq., 

Dated Calcutta , 3 rd Oct . 1793. 

“Civil changes have been few indeed in the course of the year, and 
“casualties as rare, though we have had an enormously hot and oppressive 
“season. Amongst the latter it giieves me to inform you of the death of 
“poor Julius Imboff in the last week, lie was a worthy honest fellow, 
“greatly esteemed, and as sincerely legretted. He has fallen a sacrifice to 
“his sense of duty, in remaining at Midnapoor, where his active and zealous 
“services were conspicuously employed in quelling insurrections, and quiet- 
“ting a long neglected district, when his own peisonal suffeiing fiom long 
“and severe indisposition required change of situation altogether His 
“illness commenced in January last when ho was in the employment of Col- 
lector, and as he had no assistant to leave in charge of his office, he con- 
tinued to carry on the duties himself. In April the inactivity and negli- 
gence of the Magistrate, Gregory, induced Government to recal him; and as 
“ Imhoff’s conduct was of different, nay opposite stamp, he was appointed to 
“act judicially and magisterially* which in spite of ill health, and 
“in defiante of foreboded consequences, his disorders daily enereas- 
mg, he persevered in till he was ultimately compelled la 
“quit the place. Alass ! it was then tot) late. The most experienc- 
ed medical men pronounced so when they saw him, and a few days verified 
“their declarations.” 


Surely my dear Sir it will be matter of some consolation to you that 
even in the circumstances of his death he proved himself worthy of his mother 
and yourself. I can from my soul affirm, as I have often done, that I never 
knew a man of a more feeling heart. What White has said of him will shew 
that he possessed a firm.and honest one. 

A. letter from you if it bo but a line will help to relieve the anxiety and 
apprehensions with which I shall regard your total silence. That God may 
bless you in the preservation of her without whom in this world there can I 
know be no blessing for you is the ardent wish of dear sir 

Your obliged and faithful servant, 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson, 

[Addressed to: — ] 

Warren Hastings Esq., 

Daylsford House, 

Chipping Norton. 
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No. 91. 

Penton Lodge, 
Tuesday, 10 July 1800. 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

It will be a foitnight to-monow since Mis. Thompson presented me with 
one of the stoutest girls I believe that ever was born. The midwife says that 
children at their birth commonly weigh between eight and nine pounds : This 
she conceived weighed full fifteen. Mis. Thompson and the child I thank 
God have both continued to do well, except only that I have not yet been able 
to find a Nurse with milk enough for the infant. I am now going in search 
of one, to supeisedt her whom I have alieady piocured. Urgent however 
as is the nature of this business, I suspend it whilst I write to you upon 
yours. Rhawe has summoned me to London to identify Nobkissen’s Bond 
and to prove where and when I found it. I have looked amongst my papeis 
for evidence of this fact but can find none. 

I have copies of two letteis which I wiote to you by the RSvenswoith 
one dated 18th September the other 26 'September 1787. The first was ac- 
companied by an enclosuie No. 2 being a list of some private papeis which 
I had found in your chests and which according to the second I sent you by 
Mr. Young who went passenger on the Ravensworth. Of the enclosures. I 
have unluckily no copy. If you have the letters let me request that you will 
turn to them and see if the list No. 2 is amongst them. It would give me in- 
finite satisfaction to find that it mfide mention of Nobkissen’s Bond. 

At piesent I can only Bay “that you had written to me to look for Nob- 
kissens Bond; that I perfectly well lemember that I found many of your 
piivate papeis; that I sent them to you; and that I believe Nobkissen’s Bond 
was amongst them.” I wish you could assist my recollection, and I shall be 
much obliged to you if between this and Sunday next you will at hll'events 
write to me on the subject directing your letter to be left for me at Mi. 
Shawe’s. I shall be there next Monday evening. 

I hope to bear that Mrs. Hastings and yourself are well, and that she 
brre the sad tidings of her Joss with as much firmness as tenderness. Remember 
me to her affectionately and believe me 

Your obliged and grateful servant 
[•Addressed to:—] Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

Wabben Hastings Esq., 

Dorants Hotel, 

German St. 

St. James's London. 
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No. 92. 

Wills Coffee Ho, Seile Street , 
Lincolns Inn, 

Fuday , 18th July 1800. 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

The liberality with which you decline my humble services gives you the 
better caim to them, and if possible encreases my desire of lendering them to 
you. I have always thought that he must be a toipid wretch indeed who 
could know you intimately and not catch a little of your disinterestedness. It 
is not saying enough of you to assert merely that ot all human beings you are 
the least selfish. 

If the papers aie found 1 had better he a witness of theii discovery that 
as such you may have the benefit of my evidence. Besides that I think I 
may contribute to the success of your seaicb, oi lessen at least the tiouble of it. 

You will probably receive this to-monow so that I shall confidently ex- 
pect to leceive a letter from you on Monday morning. Let it tell me only 
whether you abide or not by youi intention of setting out for Daylsfoul on 
Sunday. If,you do, I will please God be with you theie either on Tuesday 
night or early on Wednesday morning. I allow myself this latitude because 
I iply on the public stages for my conveyance. When you retuin from 
Daylsford I shall hope to tempt you by the way of Fenton. Such you see is 
my disinterestedness. If the letter which I expect on Monday tells me that 
from any cause you have deferred youi vi£it to Dayisfoid I shall then go 
home immediately. I rejoice to find that my truly dear and valuable friend 
and patroness already lecewes benefit fiom Bathing, and am sorry to be any 
ways instrumental in robbing you of the pleasuie of watching her lecovery, 
and of conti ihuting to it by your piesence. That God may bless you both 
is my D«ai* Sir the^fervent wish of 

Youi obliged and grateful servant, 

Gko Nesbitt Thompson. 


Fenton Lodge, 

227id Sept. 1800. 

No. 93. 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

The reports which I have received of your health do not satisfy me. I 
find that you are still afflicted with the pain in your head. It is the last part 
about you except your heartithat I should have expected to be the seat of 
pain, conceiving that the perfect organisation of both would have excluded 
it. But of these matters we know very little. That intellectual Creature 
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Pope lived with a constant head ach, and I dare say you recollect many more 
instances ol the same sort than I do. 

When I was in London I read your letter to Shaw with a full conviction 
of all the truths it was intended to establish. But “ the Law is the 'perfection 
of Reason and as I have never attained to this perfection, it is no wonder f 
that I am incapable of discerning the principles by which it supersedes the 
dictates of common sense. 

You forgot or omitted to leave with me your additions to Mr. Anstey’s 
Poem on Contentment, and the recipe for preserving Potatoes. Of the latter 
I remember the outlinos. Tlie Potatoes are to be treated like apples — with 
this difference that of the apples you preserve the juice, and of the polatoes the 

P ul P- 

Now to business— Towards many men your relation, Heaven knows, is 
strangely changed. Between us it remains the same. You are still the 
patron and I am still the client. Were I^to paint Bellisarius, his dog should 
still be looking up at him with undiminished ardour of attachment, and 
eagerness of expectation. Heniy Povney you know was to have had the 
writership which Col. Toone so generously left at the disposal of Mis. Hastings 
and yourself but being too old by two months to take it, it devolved upon lrs 
younger and more foitunate hi other Edward. It is now above six yCais 
since Ileniy has resided in India. Soon after his arrival tlieie he went 
to his elder brother George at Rimma d where he applied himself with great 
diligence to business and to the study of the Languages of the Country. 
Soon after our late acquisition of Ceylhn he was engaged by Fiedeiiek 
North in the Service of the Company at that I*lace, and Frederick North 
it seems has strongly recommended him to the Court of Directors for a per- 
manent Employment. Toone tells me that the Fatei of this Recommendation 
will principally rest with the two Chairs, and it is to request your Interest with 
Inglis, and with him only that I now trouble you. Understand also that if 
for any Reason you feel a Difficulty in applying to him on this occasion, it 
is my earnest Wish that you will decline doing so. I have often said and 
always with truth that there is no Person living whose Welfare I would 
promote at the Expense of your Peace. Remember us most affectionately 
to Mrs. Hastings. She as well as yourself will be glad to know that 
Mrs. Thompson and our Children are well. For my own Part I continue to 
have many f “ Monitor* winch feelingly persuade me what 1 am,” but whilst 
they remyid me of my mortality, they make me rejoice in it My spweet Boy 
who is at my Elbow forbids the Indulgence of ibis Sentiment; for his Sake 
and that of his Brothers and Sisters I ought contentedly to bear the Load 
of Life as long as I can be useful in lessening the Weight of theirs* or 
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contributing to the Strength and Fortitude by which they are to sustain 
the Burthen of it. 1 am Dear Sir most truly yours 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson, 
Remember us to the Imhoffs. 

[Addressed to — ] 

Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Daylsford House, 

Chipping Norton. 


No. 94. 

Penton Lodge, 

10£& April 1801. 

My dear and bond. Sir 

I have just now received your Letter of the 8th and infinite is the Happi- 
ness which it affords me. Amongst the many Sins Negligencies and Ignoran- 
ces with which I have to reproach myself none has lately laid with heavier 
oppression on my Heart than my longf Neglect of you. I have owed you a 
Letter ever since November last — I at first delayed to write it to you not 
because I had little to say buj because I had much. Delays are indeed 
Dangerous — and for this reason especially tha<t if once yielded to their 
Dominion is not afterwards easily disputed — Indolence comes to their aid, 
and such is the painful Sort of Sleep in which that half torpifying Devil has 
laid my Soul, that whilst I have felt the Wfiight which lay so heavy on my 
Breast, and knew the Means of removing it, I have not had the Power to use 
them — Your Letter has awakened me, not by Reproaches but by a Voice as 
kind as that with which Adam dispersed the distressful Dreams of Eve. 
Others talk of the Principles of Christianity — you practise them — and are 
amongst the very few who return good for evil. 

Though I know not who may reap, I am willing to sow. We cannot 
continue to live at Penton — I am not ashamed of this, but Mrs Thompson 
feels so much Humiliation in the Idea, that I am not sure she would pardon 
me, for imparting it even to you — Keep it to yourself and assist me if you can 
in procuring a Purchaser for my Property. It certainly has much to recom- 
mend it. A good House in a crouded Neighbourhood, only 67 miles from 
London and 45 from Bath— with all its excellent Furniture; 150 A ages of 
Land of different Tenures, Farming Stock of every Description* with the 
Crops upon the Ground would all come within the Plice of fifteen thousand 
Pounds. To apply however the Doctrines of Krishun, I will use tfiis Place 
as H I was to live here for e^ea> and I therefore repeat that I will sow whoever 
is to reap. Be so kind as to se^pd nv three Bushels if you can spare as much 
of your Barley Wheat, and direct that it may be forwarded to me from 
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London by Cook’s Salisbury Coach, which sets out every day at 2 o’clock from 
the Belle Savage Ludgate Hill. How many Bushels of this Grain do you 
sow to an Acre ? of the Common Barley we here allow 5 Bushels. 

Not to lose a Post I write in great Haste. It is indeed to be lamented 
that whilst the Vessel of our State is in so much Danger, you should be con- 
fined to your Cabin — yet I wonder that you can bear to go upon Deck, and as 
a Passenger merely to behold the Folly Rashness and Wickedness of those to 
whom it’s Safety has been so long and so unhappily committed — for the late 
Change is but a Change of the Watch, and not of the Officers. 

I rejoice that Mrs Hastings enjoys good Health — Assize her that I 
shall never forget the generous Patronage with which She honoured me. 
To her am I indebted not only for hei own Friendship but in great Measure 
for youi’s also. Mrs. Thompson and our Children I thank God are well, and 
I am Dear Sir 

most truly yours 
Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

[Addressed to: — ] 

Warren Hastings Esq. 

Daylsford House 

Chipping Nojton. 


No. 95. 

No. 69, Lower Grosvbnor Street 
Tuesd. 2d Feby. 1802 

My dear and hond. Sir 

I came to Town two or three days ago upon the Business of an Estate to 
which I am Executor, and in Consequence of a Cold am now confined to my 
Room by a slight Fever. I do not know that I should now have written to 
you, were it not to tell you that in a Parcel of Books which Becket is sending 
you I have enclosed one that you left at Penton — namely your Proposal for 
establishing a Persian Professorship at one of the Universities — A Proposal 
which seems to comprehend almost all the Good of that coming from the 
Marquis of Welseley without its Expense and Inconveniences. Were I fond 
of being my own Historian, I should not have lost the only occasion which 
I ever have of being such, but should have duly informed you long before this 
time t£at Mrs Thompson was safely delivered of another fine Boy on the 1st 
of January — this being our third Son and our Sixth Child. If we go on thus 
I shall not “ be ashamed to speak with my Enemy in the Gate ” — of the Kings 
Bench : for such a Family will be a plausible Pretext at least for getting there. 
It is paradoxical that We should take Liberties with Things in Proportion as 
We venerate them; but the Fact is that I have ventured with Mrs Thompson’s 
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hearty Consent to invest our last Boy with the honoured names of Wairen 
Hastings . You have nothing to pay for it. The Priest blessed the Boy with 
this gratifying Benediction — “ May he be as great a Man as his Godfather.’’ 
Don’t be angry — Consider I have nothing to offer you but my Children. 1 
had indeed foui other gieat Men to choose out of — Lord Thudon Buonopaite 
Nelson and Sir Sidney Smith. Those who know you thoroughly and my 
Obligations to you will on no Principle condemn my Choice. My Stay heie 
must in some measuie depend on the Continuance of my Indisposition — If it 
leaves me within these two Days I shall hope to be at home again within ten. 
Piesent my grateful Ilemembrances to my Friend and Benefactress Mrs 
Hastings and believe me 

Dear and bond. Sir 

Your infinitely obliged and faithful Servant 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 


No. 96. 

No. 69. Lower Grosvenor Street 
Saturday [ Postmark 1802.] 

My deai and bond. Sir 

The Business which pnncipafly bi ought me to London was that of my 
late Friend Davies. Whilst here I have also employed myself in looking 
into the Concerns of poor Turner. We cannot find any Will subsequent *o 
the one which He made upon leaving India — T T ndoi this his Propel ty aftei 
the Payment of a few Legacies will all go as 1 conceive to his natural Son. 
In his Pocket Book was foqnd a Paper in his own hand wiiting without either 
date or Kignatuie which was in my opinion the Sketch or Plan of the Will 
which I have above mentioned, But to asceitain whether this Paper should 
have any opeiatiop in modifying or explaining his Will, and to instiuct us 
as to tlie manner in which we ought to piove the Will and to act under it We 
have prepared a Case for the Consideration of two great Chancery Lawyeis. 
This Case contains a full Statement of the Will, and the unsigned Paper; 
of the Situation, and amount of his Property at the time he made his Will, 
at the time of his Death, and at piesent; and every Question that can arise 
upon these Facts is submitted to the Consideiation of the Council. I have 
directed a Copy of the Case and of the Opinions to be sent to you — In the 
meantime it may be proper for me to add that your Name is not mentioned in 
the Will, and that in the unsigned Paper it is only ^mentioned as the devisee 
of his Thibet Papers. His Executors in India are White and a Mr Martyn, 
and his Executors in England are Mr. Sadler Mr. Wroughton and myself. 

I am very glad to find that you are coming to Town, as I hope I shall 
have the Pleasure of seeing you before my Departure hence. 
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I beg you will present my Complts. to Mr. & Mrs. Woodman and that 
you will believe me most truly yours 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

[Addressed to: — ] 

Wamien Hastings Esq. 
at 

Jno. Woodman’s Esq. 

Ewell 

Surrey. 


No. 97. 

Penton Lodge 
17 May 1802 

My dear and bond. Sir 

Upon leaving Daylsford I met Mr Penmiston’s Mare, and prudently as 
you will think declined the Pui chase of her.* I got to Shrewsbury that Night, 
and to Chirk Castle the next morning. Tell my dear Mrs. Hastings that I 
am now better acquainted than I was with Mrs Biddulph, and can pronounce 
her to be not equivocally a good Sort of Woman, but positively a good one — 
Such a Woman as would be a valuable Wifd did She biing with her no othef 
Dowry than her amiable Dispositions. But in Addition to these She has made 
Biddulph the Lord of a noble Mansion, an extensive Estate, and numeious 
Dependants. The Propeity is no Doubt incumbered, Jbut in its great 
Capability of Improvement it possesses the ample means of speedily liberating 
itself. It is indeed a highly interesting* Country —Nature reigns there in 
all her Dignity, hut not to the Preclusion of Ait. The noblest Aqueduct cer- 
tainly in England if not in the World carries a Canal across the lovely Valley 
of Llangollen — The Forges smoke amongst the Mountains — and whilst the 
Miners are toiling within the Bowels of the Earth, an industiious Peasantry 
are not only laboiiously but skilfully cultivating its Surface. I do not 
wonder at the proud Attachment of Welshmen to their native Soil. A single 
View of their Country lias made me discontented with the Tameness of my 
own. On my Return I dined with Jonathan Scott at Shrewsbury — a man 
whom I have always loved for the Singleness of his Heart and the Simplicity 
of his manners — His Business seems to be the Education of his Daughter, 
the only* original Woik w r ith which his Labors have ever presented him. He 
seems to regfet the little Successs that has attended his Translations , and 
laments that at Shrewsbury he has not a single Soul with whom He can com- 
municate on the Subjects which have so long employed his Thoughts. It is 
possible my dear Sir that you may help to make this good little Man useful 
and happy. Upon coming to Oxford I dined wfth the learned Dr. White 
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Professor of Arabic and Hebrew, and Canon of Christ Church — I found him 
ambitious too of being useful in his Office if not in his Generation. In his 
Desire of promoting Oriental Literature in general, he is solicitous of form- 
ing an Establishment at Oxford for teaching the Persian Language — To 
this End all he wants are Funds for the Payment of an Englishman as a 
Professor, and of one Mahomedan as his Assistant. From three to Five hun- 
dred a Year he thinks would be sufficient to pay them both. He thinks the 
very success of the Attempt would depend upon the Character of the Man who 
is to be first made the Professor — and little Jonathan, a Name honorable in 
Hebrew Lore and perhaps therefore dear to the Doctor is the Man of his 
Choice — Jonathan with a Humility which becomes him iai willing to accept 
the Office even at the very low Salary which the Doctor thinks of annexing 
to it. To you I need say nothing in favor of the Attempt. It meets your 
early Proposal, and avoids the Expense attending the splendid Establishment 
of Lord Welseley. It furnishes too to the Directors an opportunity of proving 
to the Woijd, that in rejecting his Lordships Plan they were really actuated 
by a necessary liegard to Economy and not by a culpable Disregard tor Liter- 
ature or the Qualifications of their Servants. You will see that the use of 
the Moonshy is principally to teach the Pronunciation. I write in Haste, 
having always too little to do, to*do anything leisurely and properly — But I 
shall have done enough if I have succeeded in recommending the Subject to 
your Attention. In your maturing Mind it will receive all the Improvement 
and Effect of which it is capable. 

Remember us to Mrs. Hastings and the Imhoffs. 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

[Addressed to : — ] 

Warren Hastings Esq. 

Farm Street 

r 

John Street 
Berkeley Square 
London. 


No. 98. 

Penton Lodge 
Friday 30 th July 1802. 

My dear Madam 

Mrs Grindall arrived here a few days ago. Amongst the Schemes which 
She and her Sister have formed for the Improvement of the Happiness which 
they enjoy in each other’s Company is that of securing to themselves, the 
Pleasure of your’s and Mr. Hastings’s. They both remember with Thankful- 
ness the repeated Invitation you have given them to Daylsford and they are 
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now bo fortunate as to be able to avail themselves of it. If perfectly conve- 
nient to you to receive them they will be with you on Thursday next by Tea 
Time. They purpose dining at Oxford. Their Party will consist of them- 
selves, (he two Miss Grindalls, one Maid and one Man Servant. They have 
allotted a Week to this delightful Visit, and about the Close of it Henry Van- 
sittart will perhaps pay his Respects to you for a day or two. I am myself to * 
stay at home to superintend the Nursery and the Farm. They have fixed so 
remote a day for waiting on you that you may have full time either to decline 
or accept their Company, which they earnestly request you will do as shall best 
suit your Convenience. You may tell Mr. Hastings that I do indeed behold 
with Indignation *he different Treatment which He and Lord Wellesly receive 
from our leading Men. But Sensations of this Sort I should no longer feel 
could the Frequency of their Recuirence have blunted my Peiception of them. 
But my Feelings upon every thing that concerns my much honoured Patron 
are as acute as ever. Reflection only serves to heighten my Love of him, and 
my bitter Detestation of the Villains high* and low open and conpealed who 
have concurred in rewarding his unexampled Patriotism, his important Ser- 
vices with Poverty Neglect Calumny and Persecution. This World certainly 
is not made for him. There must of Course be another and a better. All my 
Reasonings about him terminate in this Corfclusion and I confess it is the only 
consolatory one they afford me. Pray give him the enclosed Bank Note and 
beg the Favor of him to employ it in procuring for me some of the Sheep'? 
Fescue Grass. It grows in greater Abundance and less mixed with other 
Grasses under the Walls of the new Inclosures about Addlestrop Downs than 
I have seen it elsewhere. I hope He will be able to send it to me by Mrs 
Thompson on her Return. We are all well and unite in kind Regards to Mr 
Hastings and yourself. If Miss Payne is with you remember us to her and 
believe me Dear Madam 

Your infinitely obliged and faithful hble. Servant 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson 

[Addressed to:—] 

Mrs. Hastings 
Daylsford House 
Chipping Norton 


No. 99. 

Penton Lodge 
1 st Octr. 1802 

My dear and bond. Sir 

Your last four Letters are now lying beforf Ae. ’Though they were cU 
written solely to accomplish my Wishes, hnd lb promote the Happiness o! 
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myself and my Friends yet have I not had the Grace to thank you foi one of 
them. It is because I love and reverence you that I have thus neglected you. 
If I had thought you to be as other Men are, proud, captious, and prone to 
Suspicion; had I not known it was by the pure example of your own Heart 
that you judged the Hearts of other Men I should not have dared to have left 
you such ample Motives to question the Gratitude of mine. But it is not of 
the Truth that We are best convinced that we are most anxious to establish 
the Proofs. Assured in my Soul of my high Regard for you, I feel no more 
Necessity of proving it than I do the Love which I bear myself; and next to 
myself you are consequently the Man whom upon many occasions I have 
most neglected. 

My Paper has not given the Pioceedings upon the late Disposal of the 
Nabobship of the Carnatic with any Begularity. But I have seen enough 
of them to know how to apply your veiy apt Quotation from Juvenal, and to 
confirm me in the Truth of an obseivation which I myself made in an early 
Period of yj>ur Trial. You were offeied up a spotless Naciifiee and Propitia- 
tion not only for all the offences that ever had been committed in India, but 
for all that were to follow. You have redeemed the lost Character of Indians, 
and are become the Sanctuary to which as to the Altar of a slaughtered Saint 
real Culprits will in future fly fof Safety. Who will henceforth believe the 
Delinquency of Indians, or hear but with Indignation of their Impeachment? 

I received the two Bags of Grass Seed with all Thankfulness, but not till 
so long after their Dispatch, that the Plants # which they contained were almost 
dead. I am in hopes however of saving them. I have read with the most 
minute Attention all you have said upon the Subject of cultivating the Grass 
Seeds and am so thoroughly convinced of the Tiuth of that Doctrine which 
you call your own that I am determined implicitly to follow it. The Piece of 
Land which I wish to lay down adjoins my Lawn and resembles it in Quality. 
The Herbage of the Lawn is in general very sweet, but one Part of it is so 
particularly grateful to the Cattle, that, though it has been for these two 
Months past eaten down closer than that of a Bowling Green, they all, Sheep 
Cows and Horses continue to resort to it several times in every day. This 
Herbage I intend to reserve for Seed, thresh it as soon as it is ripe, and sow it’s 
Produce in August without any other Grain whatever. My Attention in the 
mean time will be equally directed to both Pieces of Land, so that the one may 
produce an Abundance of good Seed, and the other be in the best possible con- 
dition to receive it. The Fescue I shall also sow as you advise, b£ itself, and 
on a Spot suited to its Growth. 

The Party returned from Daylsford enamoured of its Beauty, and thank- 
rul for all the Attentions fhdy received there— but not without some Portion 
of Remorse— They entered yiur House like “Thieves in the Night”; and 
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though they departed in the Morning it was not altogether with a Change of 
Character— «For upon their Arrival here they found to their great Mortification 
that the Servant had packed up two of Mrs. Hastings’s Music Books with those 
of the young Ladies — The one is a Psalm Book, the other Birds Hindostanny 
Airs. When I go to London which I fear I must do very soon I will deliver 
them to Becket so that he may forward them to you with his firat Packet. Mrs' 
Grindall and her Family are at the Isle of White (stc). When We last heard 
from Powney He was at Geneva. Wei thank God are all well. Your favour- 
able oponion of my dear Marian is highly gratifying to me — I will endeavour to 
render her in all things deserving of it, and worthy of the Honor She received 
when Mrs Hastings became her Godmother — She unites with Mrs Thompson 
and myself in the most affectionate and grateful Remembrance of Mrs Hast- 
ings and yourself, and I am Dear Sir most truly yours 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson 

If Mrs Motte is still with wou, present to her our kind Regards. 

[Addressed to: — ] 

Warren Hastings Esq. 

Daylsford House. 


No. 100. 

Penton Lodge 
Mond. 18 July 1803 

My dear and hond. Sir 

The Kindness I have invariably received both from Mrs Hastings and 
yourself convinces me that nothing which much concerns me will be quite 
indifferent to either of you, and therefore though the Event has nothing very 
extraordinary in it I think it worth while to tell you that Mrs Thompson was 
on last Thursday Sent., the 7th, safely delivered of a very fine Boy, and that 
both She and the Infant have ever since continued to do well — She cam,e down 
Stairs within the Week, and He went out undaunted by the Fear of Invaders 
when He was only four days old. All this is well, and I do most sincerely 
thank God for it. But considering the present State of Europe, it is hardly 
enough that English Women should produce “Men Children only,” they should 
bring them into the World like the Progeny of Cadmus, complete Warriors 
with Arms in their Hands. Even this I fear would be insufficient to defend us 
againit the Enthusiasm of the French and the extraordinary Talents of their 
Leader unless the upper flanks in Society can contrive to excite the Patriotism, 
and call fprth the Energies of those below them, and unless these powerful 
Principles when awakened are committed to the Disposal and Direction of ‘ a 
higher Species of Intelligence, of a more exalted Genius than that of our high 
born and royal Commander in Chief. A (Jentleman who called on me a few 
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days ago was struck by the Intelligence expressed in youF Bust. I told him 
and upon my Honor most truly, that there was not in my Opinion a man in 
England so fit to be placed at the Head of a Military Council as yourself — I 
shortly told him what you had done when surprized at Benares, and I repeated 
to him the only but emphatic Words which Pophain uttered when He came out 
from that Conference in which you had given him your Plan and Instructions 
for the Attack of all Chiet Sings Forts at once. They were these~-“//e 
should have been a General Buonoparte is not a Man to be opposed by 
ordinary Means. It is the Poet which makes the Critic and not the Critic the 
Poet. Buonoparte is constantly enlarging the military Code. His Movements 
suggested by the Spur of the Occasion and adapted most minutely to its Exi- 
gencies will hereafter probably for duller Men become the settled ltules of 
War; but to anticipate them in their Conception and to counteract them at the 
\ery moment of their Birth requires Talents powerful eneigetic and creative as 
li is own. Were you to direct our military operations and Sir Sidney Smith in 
Preference # to every other Man in England to execute them, Apprehensions 
w iia h I feel for the Safety of my Wite and Children and for the Honor of my 
Country would not be so painful as I Confess they now sometimes are. The 
lower orders of my Countrymen are bold and generous, but they have been so 
much abused in the late shatneful War into which they weie so 
vicKedly trapanned for the Best oration of the Bouibons, and all 
the hornble Corruptions of France that they are now become insen- 
sible to the true condition of their own Country. We weie yesteiday to 
consider the Proposals and Plan which have been circulated for the Defence 
of the Realm. None of the neighboring Parishes have yet been able to do 
anything effectual for tho Purpose. The Inhabitants of this Village I found 
(old suspicious and very unwilling to assemble — I at length however got them 
together, and before We .parted had the Satisfaction of seeing them almost 
mad with patriotic Enthusiasm. I hope I shall hear from you, and that you 
will tell me that both Mrs Hastings and yourself are well — I beg you will 
present my kind Regards to her, and assure her that I shall never forget my 
great Obligations to her. I very often lament that We are not nearer Neigh- 
bours. As I advance in Life I find myself less disposed and less qualified for 
the Formation of new Friendships — I of course relinquish with the greater 
Reluctance the delightful Intercourse of old ones. Ilow and where are Mr 
and Mrs ImhoffP Have you heard anything of Sir Elijah? I am Aire I 
wearied you when I was in London with my Visit. When I • think how 
ardently I sought Admission to you, and how little I bad to say to^you when 
I obtained it I am almost ashamed of myself — Unless you made large Allow- 
ances for the Effects of eafty Attachment and old Habits, unless the Fulness 
of the Heart can compensate*for dll other Deficiencies, you must have some- 
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times thought me frivolous and troublesome Remember however that when 
India was at youi Disposal, I valued your Company beyond every thing else 
you had to give. 

* [unsigned] 

[Addressed to: — ] 

Warren Hastings Esq. 

Daylsford House 
Chipping Norton. 

No. 101. 

Penton Lodge 
Friday 11 Novr. 1803 

My dear and Hond Sir 

I cannot tell you how thankful I am for your truly kind Letter. I take 
such a Share in your Virtues that instead of feeling myself humbled by your 
Superior ity I am even proud of it — Were rot this the Case I should be mor- 
tified to find that in inquiring aftei my Condition you had anticipated <\ 
Design which I had long formed, and too long deferred of inquiring aftei 
your’s; but I am delighted to find myself thus kindly remembered in spite of 
omissions which weie calculated either to lvndei me foigotten, or thought oi 
only with Reprehension. 

I had indeed seen in the Papeis a Repoit of Saadut Aliys offer to you— 
But this though it did honor both to himself and Lord Welseley fell so far 
short of my Idea of your Pretensions, that I could not bring myself to con- 
gratulate you upon it; especially too as I foiesaw that to give full Effect to 
the generous Intentions of this Foicignoi, this Follower of Mahomed you 
would be again compelled to taste the Insolence and Ingratitude of some of 
your Christian Countrymen and the selfish Indifference at least of their most 
sanctified and pious Sovereign. When I was in India I wished to procure for 
you some Donation of this Kind, not meiely for it’s pecuniary Importance, 
but as an unquestionable Proof of the Regard of the Donors. The Wish was 
confined to my own Breast; and if I can rely upon my Recollection I found 
it opposed in Embryo, by a new La^v, w hicli whilst I read it, I exclaimed was 
made entirely though covertly against you — I can not find it amongst the few 
Acts in my Possession — Does any such Law exist — or have I been dreaming? 

I Am glad to find that you do not think Buonoparte will corned— For ’f 
you would find the Attempt impracticable He probably will — You are how- 
ever the only Man in England of whom I can say so much — When ordinaiy 
Men deride the Project, I say it is the way in which all little Minds have in- 
variably contemplated the Designs of great ones. • I live amongst Unbelie# 
vers -My Faith is however better calculate! to* make us whole than their 
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Incredulity. I do not think that the Invasion of England will now form the 
principal Part of Ilia ‘Attack — It will however be made in such a manner as to 
aid his greater Objects, to save his Credit with his Troops, and surrounding 
Nations, and to do us an Infinity of mischief — But I am so vulnerable with 
a wife and seven Infant Children, that my Fears perhaps are Father of theso 
Thoughts. Individually I should even thank him for his Threats, since the) 
have called forth a glorious Spirit in the Country, and though they may not 
retard the Decline of our Empire will I trust give Glories to it’s Setting. 
Under such a Prince as Alfred it would have done both. What a People — it 
they had but Rulers worthy of them. I have written this since I came home 
from hunting — for I am still an idle Fellow. I made two,Attempts to raise 
a Corps of Cavalry, but both failed— though the Marquis of Winchester ott- 
ered himself for the Command of the first, and Tom Smith a young Man of 
great Expectations, for the second. We are all well. Give our love to Mis 
Hastings — and to Imlioff too. God for ever bless you all. 

G. N. Thompson. 

[Addressed to : - - ] 

Warren Hastings Esq. 

Daylsford House 
('hipping Noiton* 


No. 102. 


Penton Lodge 
19 Octr 1804 

My dear and Hond Sir 

Your Letter of the 19tli came this Morning, and it was the first of all your 
Letters which I ever opened with more of Fear and Trembling than of Con- 
fidence and Joy. I knew I had sinned against you and I dreaded your Rebuke 
hi Proportion as 1 was sure it would be milder than my Offence. Dog as I 
am — I received your Letter of the 21- of Soptr I am not however without 
Palliations of my apparent Neglect. The moment it came to hond I begun 
my Search for the Papers which could best enable mo to ensure it. My 
Search continued at Intervals for two or three days but without finding them. 
Unwilling to treat the Subject without the Lights which these Papers would 
shed on it, I deferred the Discussion ot it in hopes of finding them. Delays 
are dangerous, other Concerns broke in upon me — My Bankers broUe, and 
had nearly plundered me of Ten thousand Pounds of another Person’s Money ; 
as it happened I most fortunately lost only about £280 of my own. To him 
that hath shall be given, you have verified the remaining and more unintelli- 
gible Part of the Sentence al well as myself. Next I was obliged to go from 
home for nearly one Week, t)ur Fair then came, and occupied my time for 
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almost the whole Of another, Besides which I have been obliged to ride 
many Miles in Pursuit of a Wet Nurse for a little Creature who will probably 
come into the World crying for one within these few dfrys. These Circum- 
stances will I hope mitigate my Offence, though I am convinced they do 
not wholly excuse it — Pardon me. 

I have just now hastily committed to Papei the Heads of a Letter which 
if you choose you may write to Mr Warre. I am myself however a poor 
Creature and so afraid of Disgrace that I should probably pay the £200. My 
Conscience however does not permit me positively to advise your doing so. 
Though I cannot find any Copies of my Letters to Mr Wane I am so tho- 
roughly confident of the Impressions under which I wiote them that you may 
safely call for their Production. I am going Nino Miles to Dinner, and 
have sent four for a Frank. If it comes Mrs Thompson will give you the 
Benefit of it. If not let the double Postage add to Mr Creswick’s Sins and 
not to mine. Mrs Thompson is well. Her Yole perhaps is not easy, but 
her Burthen , large as it is, is light, so well does vShe beai it. Her Brother 
George is here. They both send then kind Begauls to you and jom me in 
those which I heaitily offei to my dear iFnend Mrs Hastings. All our Seven 
Children I thank God are well. Harry the Eighth, m lather the first is at 
Deal, serving his Country in the Militia, &nd most patriotically with great 
Sacrifice of his Pleasures. ‘ 

I am most faithfully youi’s 

Geo. Nesbitt Tiiombson 

[Addies&ed to: — ] 

Wakken Hastings Esq. 

Daylsford House 


No. 103. 


Penton Lodge, 

T hunch 8 Novr. 1804 

My dear and bond Sir 

It is not by your Virtues that you will ever be able to astonish me. I 
know that Patience Long-suffering'and Forgiveness are amongst the Number 
of them, and I am therefore not at all surprized to find that my Faults in- 
stead of drawing down your Censure on me, have only induced you to blame 
yourself — so true it is that the wise and good are always more lenient to the 
Faults of otheis than to their own. But though I am not surprized at your 
Excellencies, I confess I am at any thing like an Error or Deficiency. How 
could you be ignorant that Taunton was in Somersetshire or fail to find it in 
any of your Maps when Cary even in his little torfe of that Country has not 
only laid it down but Hestercomb also? 
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Your Comments upon Mr C. Jones’s Letter to Mr Sti^ttou has I confess 
altered my Opinion of # it. Your Reasoning however very much depends upon 
the Fact whether Mr Croswicke was or was not living when the Father com- 
municated with his Son. • If he was living why did they not both apply to 
him? That He had Assets for the Payment of this Debt seems evident from 
your succeeding to the Houses at Cheltenham unless indeed they came to 
you under an Entail. But I write in Haste, and if I had Leisure it is not 
probable that I should be able to afford you any new Lights upon a Subject 
which you have so well considered. I am not only the Tutor of my Children, 
but their Playmate, and they have almost all been here in Succession to tell 
me that I must make Haste and come out, for that it is getting late. On 
last Tuesd. Fortnight Mrs Thompson added another to these delightful Cares, 
those careful Delights. She was then safely delivered of another Son and 
both have ever since continued to do well. We have now five Boys and 
three Girls. The God who has fed their Father and who feeds the Ravens 
will l trust in his Mercy take Care of them 

Poor Mrs Rawlins, the amiable Sister of Mrs Thompson died early 
this year in Child Bed, leaving Six Children. Tom Powney her Brother who 
went a Writer to Bengal about 10 years ago arrived a few days ago with the 
ijnee oldest of them They aie all now here on their Way to London. Tom 
came home partly to recruit his Health, and partly to take Chaige of these 
pour Childien, their Father not being able to leave India at present without 
gieal Injury to his Concerns and consequently to their Welfare. Mrs 
Thompson and her Brother unite in kind Regards to Mrs. Hastings and 
yourself and I am my dear Sir 

most truly and gratefully Yours 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

[Addressed fn : — ] 

Warren Hastings Esq. 

Daylsford House, 

Chipping Norton. 


No. 104. 

Prentox Lodge. 

6 Derr. 1804. 

My dear und Ilond Sir 

You cannot be more tired of reading Apologies for my Silence than I am 
of making them. In Procrastination I am absolutely incorrigible, for I sin 
not only against the constant Admonitions of my Conscience but in spite of 
the bitier Pangs with which it incessantly punishes my Delinquency. 
Shenstone’s Division of Mantind «m alone account for my Conduct — He says 
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the World may be< divided into People who read, People who write, People 
who think and Fox Hunters — I am in the latter Class^and it is chiefly that 
I am writing to Night. 

I cannot conceive that your Payment of Mr Jones’s Demand would in Law 
.subject you to the Payment of all the other Debts of your deceased Uncle, and 
were there anything which in Honor and Conscience made this a Debt of pecu- 
liar and distinguished obligation on you I think it would be too much in the 
Spirit of that subtle Casuist Edmund Burke to refuse the Payment of it lest 
other Creditors of inferior Note should think themselves agrieved by your 
Partiality. But the Pretexts under which it has been attempted to make you 
responsible for t^xis Claim are to your own certain Knowledge false. They 
oan of course in your Mind add nothing to its Sanctity — If they were false 
also to the Knowledge or Belief of those who used them this is perhaps of all 
your Uncles Debts the least entitled to your Consideration. It became Mr 
Jones who was called upon by Mr Creswick to state his Debt, to look after the 
Payment of it, and if he was in truth the Friend of Mr Howard Hastings it 
was his Duty under the Right which He possessed as a Creditor to call for an 
Account of his Estate, and in prosecutiig his own Claim to have protected the 
Interests of two orphan Infants. There certainly does not appear in Con- 
science any great Obligation upon either of those orphans to indemnify tyr 
Jones for an Indulgence to Mr Creswick by which probably they were * the 
greatest Sufferers. Further Inquiry however will probably throw further 
Lights upon the Subject— In the mean time I would Advise you to impart to 
Mr Warre such as you at presenl possess, and to repeat to him in Substance 
nil I am sure that you are at present pledged for, namely, that if you shall be 
eonvinced that the Money was in truth borrowed # to send you to India, and 
that it has never been paid, you will when your Circumstances shall permit 
repay the Principal Sum of £200. 

I should be still less satisfied than I am with the very imperfect View 
which I have taken of the Subject were I not convinced that you will tfant no 
Assistance to see it in its proper Light — It is one of those matters about which, 
if I recollect rightly, Solomon says a Man’s own Mind will tell him more than 
Seven Men upon a Watch Towe/. I have always been more anxious for your 
good Name, than for your Wealth, and I have always had the Satisfaction of 
seeing you doing everything to promote the one though I have very often 
beheld you extremely negligent of the other. < 

Mrs Thompson and our Eight Children are well. Henry is still with the 
Berkshire Militia. Thofaas Powney one of Mrs Thompson’s Brothers is lately 
returned from Bengal, partly for the Restoration of his Health, and partly ( to 
bring home three Infant Daughters of his deceased Sister Mrs Rawlins. I 
last Week saw Mr and Mrs Imhofi at Wallop, both in high Health and Beauty. 
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Mrs Thompson unites with me in affectionate Regards to Mrs Hastings and 
I am my dear Sir yoifr obliged and faithful Servt 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

[Addressed to: — ] 

Warren Hastings Esq. 

Daylsford House 
Chipping Norton. 


No. 105. Prenton Lodge. 

Tuesd. 30 April 1805 

My dear and hond Sir # 

For nothing in my opinion is the use of Letters more desirable than for 
the Means it gives us of communicating with our absent Friends. This En- 
largement of oui natural Faculties, this humble Approach to ubiquity is a 
Privilege which few Men value more highly than T do, and of which probably 
no man moie shamefully neglects |he Exercise. Though a Day Beldom passes 
in which I do not think of you with unabated Affection and Esteem, yet have 
I suffered many Months to elapse with no moie Intercourse between us than 
if We were Inhabitants of. different Planets, or Savages on the Face of this, 
<livided by impassible Wastes or «by the insui mountable Obstacles of brutal 
Ignorance. It is long since I have been able td consider public Men or public 
Measures without a Reference of both to yourself. You may perhaps remem- 
ber that 1 have invaiiably considered Dundass as the main though seciet 
Spring of your Persecutions, and you will ‘therefore perhaps not be shocked 
that I rejoice in his Disgrace. “ Even handed Justice has returned the 
“ poisoned Chalice to his oWn Lips.” 1 like to behold Heaven thus justifying 
it’s Ways to Man. The mmal Turpitude of the offence for which Lord 
Melville now* suffers perhaps does not justify all the Clamour and Indignation 
which it. Whs exciied against him. But no Severity of earthly Punishment 
can I am convinced be more than adequate to “ his undivulged Crimes as yet 
“ unwhipt of Justice.” In cveiy thing concerning India He has been most 
wicked and corrupt — a cut Purse of the State — a Thief who stole the precious 
Diadem from the Shelf — In the whole of his public Life He has been actuated 
solely by the basest Selfishness, and to the Advancement of himself and his 
Connections would have sacrificed the best Interests and the highest Honor 
of his Country. There is something singularly condign in his Puni&ment. 
On many Occasions he has made Pit a Sharer in his guilt, and omthis he has 
made him an ample Sharer in his Disgrace. He has Contaminated every thing 
he has touched. Lord Lidmouth and his Friends have injured themselves 
^ven by the “half-facsd” Support which they have rendered him. The very 
worst which could ha* * happened to them from their most decided Opposition 
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to him would hav6 been the Dissolution of the present Ministry. But from 
this they would not long have suffered. They would have confirmed the 
Opinion which the Public has of their Virtue and would thus have strengthen- 
ed the surest Foundations of their Power. Supported by the public Voice the 
King might soon and easily have reinstated them — They would I am convin- 
ced have found Honesty the best Policy. 

Powney was heie u few days ago. He gave us great Pleasure by his 
favourable Report of you — He told us you were not only in excellent Health 
but had regained your Healing. If I thought you were half so vindictive as 
I am, I should congratulate you upon your Recovery of this Sense, when 
there was so much to gratify it in the deserved and universal Opprobiium of 
your Enemies. You will live long enough to see your Triumph over them 
complete — Your own Woith has long since been established — They aie has- 
tening to complete your Victory by the most damning Proofs of their own 
Delinquencies. 

I myself continue to deiive so large a Portion of my Health and Happi- 
ness fiom Horses that I hope your Love and Use of them still continue —I 
have now a Grand Daughter of your Arab — She is four years old, but by no 
means equal to the Expectations I had formed of hei fiom my Knowledge of 
hi* Worth. The Gernie of Excellence however is I am convinced still latent 
in his Breed, and I shall pei severe in my Attempts to biing it forth, I am # n<>w 
veiy anxiously consideiiug what will be the best Cioss toi my Filly . Has 
your Grey Mare borne any Pioduce to Tom Tring.? That is I think an excel- 
lent cross. — I do not ask you after your concerns wdth Mr Waire, oi wit the 
India House, for I confess E see in neither much Prospect of Giatification 
When I last heard of Mrs Hastings it was in Terms that pleased me much — 
I hope She goes on to improve in good Health, and its attendants, good Looks 
and good Spirits — Remember us to her most affectionately. Mrs Thompson 
and our Eight young Children are I thank God all well, excepting* only that 
one or two of them have slight colds. Your Godson Henry Vansittart is reiy 
commendably doing duty with his Regiment in spite of the Disgust which 
Militia Officers might reasonably feel at their Treatment, and in spite of the 
Temptations which his independent Fortune offers him to a Life of umes- 
trained Liberty. When you particularly wish for that Species of Happiness 
which arises from conferring it on others write to me and tell me that you a id 
Mrs Hastings are well. I am yours most faithfully 
[Addressed to: — ] Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

Warren Hastings Esq. 

Daylsford House 
Chipping Norton. 
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No. 106. 

[ The first page of this Letter is musing .] 

cough. My grey mare, Ann, has disappointed me two years successively, 
and she is lame. So I seldom ride now, but about my own grounds, and that 
commonly on one of Mrs Hastings’s poneys. (I have some thoughts of having 
my mare covered by one of our itinerant cart-horse stallions. I think it 
would prove a better cross than any with better blood, as she is rather too long, 
and wants what is called bone. If your judgment revolts at this, you must 
make haste to forbid it. Is not this something like sepulchri immemor struis 
domos P). 

Coll and Mrs Imhoff were so kind and sonsiderate as to give me their 
company in my return from town, though they could only stay with us just 
a week. They left us both in perfect health, and were evidently the better 
for even so short an enjoyment of our puie atmosphere, good hours and quiet. 
They too aie among those whom you ought to love on the credit of your own 
sentiments fot them. This I take to be the meaning of one of Solomon’s 
proverbs, which Bishop Lowth in his le^tuies professes not to understand. As 
I have begun a new sheet without matter left to occupy it, I will give you my 
veision of the text. I have forgot t}ie chapter. 

Seek you another’s thoughts to trace? 

Your own with calm reflexion scan. 

As in the pool face answers face, 

So doth the heart of man to man. 

Mrs Hastings charges me to assure you and Mrs Thompson of her truly 
affectionate regards, and fervent wishes for both and for your beloved chil- 
dren, and to her assurances and wishes I beg leave to add mine. 

I am ever, my dear Thompson, 

Your affectionate 

Wabren Hastings. 

Bemember me kindly to your friend, Harry Vansittart. I am glad that 
he is so laudably employed, and am not sure that I regret his having totally 
quitted Oxford, if he has quitted it. I shall tell you in my next what I have, 
— that is, what I shall have done in the affair of Mr Warre. 


No. 107. 


Pbnton Lodge. 


My dear and hond Sir 
I forbid the Bans. 


Wed. 8 th May 1805 

Both my Judgment and Feelings revolt at the hor- 
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rible Idea of submitting your beautiful Grey Mare to an Itinerant Cart Horse. 
What could be expected from such a Junction but a Beast fit for neither 
Waggon Coach or Saddle P I believe as you appear to do that She has so much 
foreigfi Blood about her as to require for the Improvement of her Breed some- 
thing more indigenous to our Soil than is to be found in the Generality of 
our high bred Racers. I am convinced too that from the great Age of 
both her Parents She is herself deficient in Vigor of Stamen and requiies 
therefore for the Correction of that Defect a young and powerful Stallion. 
But surely all this is to be found without looking for it in a hairy legged 
lumbering Cart Horse. I have no Doubt that not far from you, most probably 
in Warwickshire* you will find a large strong young half bred Horse of the 
Sort of the old English Hunter, fine in Shape of good Action, and above all 
with firm fore Legs who would prove an excellent Cross for your Grey Mare. 
I should indeed recommend Tom Tnng weie he not 20 years old, and did I not 
conjecture that he is the identical Hoise whom you have already tried and 
who has for two succeeding years disappointed you. Hue and Cry , a famous 
Trotter and Master of great Weight covers at Hffington between Farringdon 
and Wantage and probably attends Harford Maiket. Even He would be 
infinitely better for your Mare than a mere cart Horse. You will see by the 
Importance which I give to this Subject that I do not approve your Applica- 
tion of the “ Sepulchi immemor etc.” Even if you had already one Foot in 
the Grave , which I thank God is apparently very far from being the Case, 
I should still advise you to keep t the other in the. Stirrup. This Fast hold of 
the present World whilst a Man is looking steadfastly at the next is I think 
rendered very consistent in the Advice of Khreeskna to Argoon. “ Think of 
4( this World ” says that divine Preceptor “ as if you were to live for ever, and 
“ of the next as if the Angel of Death had hold of you by the Forelock.” 

I know the Fine Taste the active and disposing Mind of Mrs Hastings. 
I know too the enraptured Sense you have of these and all her other Excel- 
lencies — I can readily believe therefore that upon your Return to Daylsfoid 
you saw in all its Features the delightful Traces of her Genius. A Ride to 
Daylsford is amongst the Pleasures ^Hk which I feast my Imagination. But 
I find the Difficulty of leaving m\ borne every Hour increase. I must go lo 
London for a few days, and befoie I monied a Voyage to India would hardly 
have required a greater Effort. 

Though Lord Melville is to be shuck out of the List of privy tiouncellors, 
I shall still attend the Meeting at Winchester on Thursday next. The Policy 
of the Minister in yielding to the public Sense, should not prevent the Mani- 
festation of it, though I fear it will very generally have as it was intended, 
that Effect 

I beg my Dear Sir you will present our affectionate Regards to Mrs 
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Hastings and assure her that We are truly thankful for the Kindness which 
She has at all times shewed us. Believe me Dear Sir 

most truly your’s 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

[Addressed to : — ] 

Warren Hastings Esq. 

Daylsford House 
Chipping Norton. 


No. 108. 


Benton Lodge. 

Thursd . 13 June 1805. 

My dear and hond Sir 

I came home last Night, and this Morning I received your Favour of the 
11th. I am flattered by Mrs Ilasting’s Choice of me for the Trust which you 
as well as herself are desirous of Yeposing in me. As far as that Choice pro- 
ceeds from her Belief of my Attachment to both of you, I may confidently 
say it is amply justified. But if it f>e dictated by any ( )pinion of me as a 
Man of Business, I must with equal Truth confess that She has not in her 
Election of me displayed her usual Sagacity in the “ Discernment of Spirits /' 
I am naturally averse to Business, and had not Pride and Principle made me 
through Life much more anxious and diligent when called upon to act for 
others than when required to act only for^mysolf, I ought in conscience to 
decline the Trust with which She wishes to invest me. I will however ven- 
ture to accept of it, assuring myself that however I may in other respects be 
unfit for it I shall not neglect it’s Duties, from the Want of either Gratitude 
Zeal or Ilonpr. 

In thg Recommendation of a Coadjutor I know not whom I can better 
name .than our common Friend, my Brother in Law, George Powney — If you 
■approve of him, either Mrs Hastings or yourself will of course write to him on 
the Subject. 

I am glad to see you entering upon a Task which too many Men not only 
of Genius and Talents but of Business have to the gu\tt Astonishment of their 
Successors frequently left undone. Permit me to suggest to you that in these 
Arrangements you ought to employ a Lawyer, and that you will not easily find 
one of greater Skill or Integrity than Mr Forstci. It appears to me {hat for 
many Reasons the Trustees for Mrs Hastings ought to be distinct jrom the 
Executors of your Will. But neither this nor any other Precaution necessary 
to the lucid Arrangement of your Affairs or the easy Management of them will 
escape the Consideration offyour Lawyer, if you employ a proper one, and 
•consult him freely. 
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Whilst in Londpn I saw the Imhoffs looking extremely well and in high 
Health and Spirits. Upon my Return I had the Happiness to find Mrs 
Thompson and our Eight Children enjoying their usual good Health. A 
Blessing. of which I fully know the great Importance, and for which I hope 
I am duly thankful to the great and good Giver of it. Present our kind 
Regards to Mrs Hastings and believe me 

Dear and hond Sir 

most truly yours 
Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

[Addressed to : — ] 

Warren Hastings Esq. 

Daylsford House 

Chipping Norton. 


No. 109. 

Penton Lodge. 

Frida/y 5 July 1805 

My dear and hond Sir 

I have just now received youi Letter dated, by Mistake I suppose, only 
yesterday. I had befoie duly received those -of the 23d and 24 June, the for-* 
mer accompanied by youi lucid and liberal Observations on Mr Warres Claiin 
— Before I wrote to you on that Subject I thought it expedient to wait for Mr 
Warred Communications concerning it — I confess I expected he would have 
refused to submit it to my Decision. Late on Saturday Evening I received 
from him the Papers which you had transmitted to him, with a short Note 
simply requesting “ an early Answer as he is under the Necessity of bringing 
Mr Jones's Affairs to a Conclusion — ” but without a single Document, State- 
ment or Observation in explanation of the Subject. I have great Reason to 
believe that I have already incurred his Displeasure by my Conduct in this . 
Business — After I had submitted his Claim to your Consideration, I reported 
to him your Thoughts concerning it — He upon some subsequent Occasion 
recurred to this Report, and as I conceived gave it a Construction which it 
would not bear, attributing to you larger Concessions than you had made — I 
told him so, and when We next met He would hardly speak to me. This 
Circumstance is not calculated to render the Task which you have assigned 
to me a pleasant one. But I do not decline it, for it has never been a°Maxim 
with me to decline the Offices of Friendship, because they happen to be attend- 
ed with Difficulties. Were this a Question indeed of Right between yourself 
and Mr Warre, in which he had absolute and legal Pretensions, I should think* 
it very unbecoming of me even under your commands to take upon myself the 
Decision of it, for I am no more fit to be a J udge in your Cause than my own 
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— But his is an Appeal solely to your Justice and Generosity — It concerns 
Your Honor only, and I can truly assert that there is not a Man on Earth more 
tremblingly alive to the Preservation of it than I am. My very Attachment 
to you in this Case is likely to operate rather in Favor of Mr Warre’s Clafrn than 
against it; Since poor as I fear you are, I would infinitely rather mulet your 
Pocket than 10b you of the smallest Portion of your good Name or subject it to 
any Doubt or Suspicion. With these Sentiments I shall to the best of my 
ability endeavour to execute the Commission you have given me. I have re- 
quested Mr Warre to give me Information upon one or two Points, and I will 
beg you to let me know whether the Houses at Cheltenham were Freehold 
Copyhold or Leasehold . 

With respect to the intended Arrangements concerning Mrs Hastings’s 
separate Property, if they have for their Object merely it’s Security against 
the Casualties to which it is liable whilst in the Hands of Bankers or any other 
Mon of Business, a power of Attorney witnessed or executed by yourself as 
well as her may perhaps answer her*Purpose. »She would in this Case direct her 
Agents to transfer all her Stock into the joint Names of George Powney ami 
myself, and We -must either personally or by Attorney accept it -But if her 
object be to strengthen her Title to her separate Property, to guard it against 
yfluiself your Creditors and all the*Woild, this I conceive cannot be done by a 
more Power ot Attorney. Such a Powei as the very Words imply can impart 
no Authority of which She is not herself already possessed — If She has a 
separate Piopeity, this may enable her Attorneys to manage it for her; But 
whether She has such a Propeity or not will still remain as much a Question 
as ever. In my very imperfect Knowledge of the Subject, this is all I can at 
present say concerning it. But I can very confidently repeat that in all deli- 
cate Arrangements affecting Property it is wisest to consult the best legal 
Authorities. Men seldom* attempt to make their own Shoes without having 
learned something of the Art. Yet we often see them in matters of infinitely 
greater moment, and with almost an equal unskilfulness in what they are about 
acting as their own Lawyers, to the great Injury of themselves and their 
Friends, and to the no less Emolument of that learned Profession. 

I rejoice to hear that Mrs Hastings is well, and that the Imhoffs are with 
you, for I am convinced their Company must contribute greatly to your Hap- 
piness. Your good Head has borne the Petting of many a pityless Storm, and 
after Calumny has broken its Shafts upon it, you seem yourself to assail it in 
a manner that would addle the Brains of most men — Bjit temperate and natur- 
ally healthy as you are you may do any thing. The Practice would be a dan- 
gerous one to Mon who have no Activity except in eating and drinking. Yet 
I have heard that in Russia it is extended to the whole of the Body, and that 
People there universally roll themselves in Snow the moment they come out 

13 
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of the Hot Bath. Mrs Thompson presents her kind Regards to you and joins 
me in affectionate Remembrance of Mrs Hastings and the Imhoffs. We are 
I thank God all well. Believe me dear and hond Sir most truly your’s 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson 

{Addressed to : — ] 

Warren Hastings Esq. 

Daylsford House 
Chipping Norton. 


No. 110. 

Penton Lodge 
Sth July 1805 

My dear Madam 

The Nomination of your Son as one of your Trustees is highly satisfactory 
to myself, and I am convinced will be no less so to my Friend Powney ; nor can 
I for my own part see that in any possible case his Participation in this Trust 
can be prejudicial either to yourself or him. But Objections which escape me, 
may be obvious to Men more conversant in Business. I have alieady advised 
you to consult a Lawyer. If you do so, let me request you will ask him whe- 
ther as your Son will probably succeed to your Property, there can be any 
Objection to his being one of your Trustees— I suggest this Question no 'less 
for his Benefit than your own. You will readily conceive that both to Powney 
and myself it must be highly satisfactory to be joined in the Trust by a Person 
who has so beneficial an Interest in it as your only Child. 

In my total Ignorance of every thirfg that rejjaids your Property I had 
probably when I wrote to Mr Hastings an enoneous Idea of your 
Intentions concerning it. I then conceived 1h.il urn wished to sub- 
stantiate your Title to it, and to place your Biglth* beyond all Controversy. 
I now presume you intend nothing more than to gttanl it against th*e possible 
however improbable Failure of your Agents. If ibis be your sole Object I 
conceive it may be best effected by a short Deed assigning your Property to 
Trustees for your own sole and separate Benefit and to be at your exclusive and 
entire Disposal — In this Deed Mr Hastings may either concur or not as shall 
be advised by your Lawyer, and agrcable to yourselves. You will then direct 
your Agents to transfer all your Stocks into the joint Names of those Trustees 
and to deliver up to them all your Securities — Your present Agents" may still 
continue td be your Bankers — Under a Power from your Trustees they may 
continue to receive your Dividends, and nothing that affects their Property can 
then ever injure your’s beyond the Balance of Cash which may happen to be in 
their hands. Though what I have said on this subject may be of no use to 
you, it will I hope at least convince you that I take an affectionate Interest in 
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it, and consequently dispose you to forgive a Frankness . of Communication 
which unless dictated By such a Motive might appear impertinent. 

Mrs Thompson is thankful for your kind Remembrance of her— She and 
all our Eight Childien are I most heartily thank God in perfect Health. She 
is however under considerable uneasiness for her two very lovely and interest- 
ing Nieces, Charlotte and Caroline Grindall, who are both at this time ill with 
the Scarlet Fever. Sir Walter Farquhar assuies her Mother that the Disorder 
is not violent of its kind, and that there is every reason to hope for their speedy 
Recovery. Youi God Daughter Marian is a very good Girl, and desires me to 
piesent her Duty to you. Present our friendly Regards to all your Party and 
believe me 

Dear Madam 

most truly your’s 
Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 


Mbs Hastings 

Daylsford House 
Chipping Norton. 

(To he continued.) 




Correspondence of (Ktc^ard 

(Bdtnords— IV. 

[Continued.] 

Edited by Lt.-Col. Sir Richard Carnac Temple, Bart., c.b., c.i.e. 

LETTER CXLI. 

GEORGE PEACOCK TO RICHARD EDWARDS 
(0. C 3967 ) 

Hugly 27 th May 1674 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Lovemg fnend, youi’s baling dale the 19th cuneut have received by Mi 
Bugden, with a bundle qt 1 6 pair of slippers (which indeed are something of 
the least), 2 for which give you many thankes 

I lia\e by this c onveigliance sent you some powder, as alsoe Mr Knipe, 
which hope may piove scivisab[le] to yon “I shall be hartily glad to meet 
with you halfe way [ v up the] iivci at any time, soe that you appoint a time 
when, but rall[yj wish tiiat I migh ejoy [sic] the happinosse to see you 
her[e ? in iiugly] As foi conveighanre you shall not want what [? I can 
furnish] and likewise youi inend, which is what offeis att pr[esent] from 
Youi assuied lovemg Brother to serve you 

Glo Peacocke 

Piay doe me the kindnesse as to send me 3 oi 4 bieches stungs of that 
ordinary soit 

[Endorsed] T[o] Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant m Cassumbuzar 


LETTER CXLII 

HENRY CARPENTER TO RICHARD EDWARDS 
(0 C 3969) 

SmgeeZ le 10 th June 1674 


Mr Richard Edwards 

Sir, Yesterday yoiu^of date May 28th came to hand, and in it your 


1 Containing 

2 By “ something of the least,” Peacock seems to mean, “a little *oo small ” 

3 Singhiya, the Company's factory at Patna Se Letters XLV, LXXXIII, XCVI, 
CXXXIX 
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duplycateing orders,, the which you might have spared, assureing your self 
your Letters are of more esteem with me then to be cast behind me. I cannot 
impute my not writeing to ignorance of Dispatches, four honest Chief 1 2 * alwayes 
acquainting us with it ore he putts pen to paper, but to a Cause the which, 
when you shall know, I doubt not your pardon. We have here bene possess'd 
with a false report of your comcing hither and have bene in expectation of 
your arriveall these 6 or 6 dayes. Your Letter pioduced 2 diffeient effects in 
me. I was Joy’d to see your hand in a piece oi paper, but that was Countei- 
hailiuie’d by the loss of a happiness I did fiattei my self I should possess by 
)oiu Good Company. 

liy this baier I liave sent you *1 pieces Chintz di ; , d Shashcs 4 2i : , d Girdles 
2\ : 4a , [total] 7r: 4a. These came fiist to my hand, and I had sent for as 
man) more, &ca. 5 6 things, but then the newes of your comeing caused mee to 
ioibid it. These have Laine by me 20 dayes, and foi afoiesaid leason hope 
\ouT parden my not complying iq quantety, but the lest and youi poeteib shall, 
God willing, come on pectci bontes whose Du&tnk 7 we aic endeavouiing to 
piocure, but fear shall meet with Like Impediments as last yea), which if doe, 
shall seek some other way t pf conveyance . 

Sir, you may Justly (ax me* w'ltii Impudence foi giveing you a Second 
trouble e’re Satisfaction given for first I would desiie you, if not too great 
a tioublo, to procui e and send mo Per first opportunely a piece of Mullmolls 8 * 

of 7 or 8 ltupees foi shashes, and half a Dozen Girdles foi Women 9 Loft 2 

0 

of them be with gold Collabatte, 10 with d oi 1 stiipes wt same, the other 4 
plainer and with Silver Collabatte.* Pray lett them be well Colouid They 
aie for a Toaken to the Coast 11 to a spetiall fiiend. I shall order Mr. Nayler 12 
shortly to pay you for Latter; the former must crave your farther Credite. 1 
shall trouble you with n()e more Scribleing at present save to lett you know how 
much my good wishes are dedicated to your Seivicc. 

1 13y “ Dispatches” the writer means means the despatch of messengers (Kasid) 

2 Job Charnock, the head of Patna Factory. 

3. Chintz. See Letter XLVI. 

4. Turban cloths. See Letters XCVI, CXXXVII. 

5 And other 

6 Saltpetre, 

7. Per8. dastak, a pass or permit. 

8. Mai mat, muslin. See Letters LX XXI, XCVI, &c. 

9. Embroidered silk for sashes in contradistinction to leathern belts worn*by men. 

10. KalabaUun , metal thread. See Letters CXII, CXXVIII. 

11. Madras. 

12. John Naylor. See Letters XCIV, CXXIV, Ac. 

14 
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I Itemaine Sir 

Your highly obleiged Freind and 

Servant at Command 

Henry Carpenter 

P S pray by next send me foi a month or 2 diveitirement the Volumne of 
playes you have; I mean not Beamon t [and F] l[e]tcher’s 
idem H C. 

[Endorsed] To Mi Richaid Edwards 

Merchant In Cassumbazar, 
with a small paicell marked R E 


LETTER CXLIII. 

SAMUEL BULLIYANT TO RICHARD EDWARDS 
(0. C 3970) 

Mr Richard Edwards Singee' June 11th 1674 

Respected Friend 

Yours of the 28 past came safe to hgnd, by which see you have newes of 
the sale of my Ophium 1 at Rupees 150 pei Maund I am sorry Mr Bugden 
Refused the primo maikett2 'Tis sold at w small advance that I feare its 
amount will scarcely pay the p.imo cost, by icasoii must pay interest foi the 
money for 8 Mos , but must now bee content with my fortune, and Iteturne 
you many thanks for your cai[e] and ti ouble therein, being no less obliged 
to you than if h[a]d found a better sale Tis not often (since my coming 
into India) that have adventured to trade in any thing, but such are my 
atars, it hath alwayes proved to my piejudice 

I should bee glad to heai e the MusLe was sold also, which I pray you to 
desire him to effect if possible, being unwilling to leave this place befoie 
have disengaged my selfe 3 What you write concerning Remitting £1$ money 
for the Ophium to mee I approve of, and could wish the Muske were sold also 
and its money Remitted with the [ . .] Commodity will dry and So I 

may bee a grea[t ljooser [. ] The things you have provided for mee 

you may, if you please, keep by you untill my an i vail with you or further 
ordei about them. 


1 See Letter CXXXIX. 

2 From this it appeals fchat Edmund Bugden had ltfused the first offer for Bullivant s 
goods m the 'hope of getting a better price 

3 See Letter CXXXIX, where Bullivant comment* on hi* indebtedness to native 

< 

merchant* in Patna “Disengage” is here used in it* obsolete sense of “to free from 
contract or obligation ” 
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Pray present ray due Respects to Mr Vincent, Mr J. M., E. L., Etca 
friends 1 with you. With my kind Respects to your selfe, wishing you all 
health and happiness and more fortunate in all youi entorpiizes than ever was 

Tour reall freind to seive you 

S\m. Bullyvant. 

[Endorsed] 

For Mi Richard Edwards 

Merchant In Cassimhuzai . 


LETTER CXLIV. 

EDM TNI) BUGDEN TO RICHARD EDWARDS 
(0. C. 3971). 

Ihtyly 13 th June 74 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Respected fieind 

This is onely to accompany my* Brothei, 2 3 and Mi Pnaulx,3 ^ith 
the peece foi Sasonet 4 I brought away by a mistake and ne\ ei paid foi, which 
exouse moe for The hearer will ttfll you all that befell them heie. and 
what I did, so do not enlatge, but tell you that I am 

Your assured freind and seivant 

Eiiun. Uro'DKv 

[On leverse] Mi Edwards. 

pray send mee one Bale of course Sugar, I meane Pa/m pore, 5 and my 
Bi other or Mi Cole 6 will pay you. E. B 

[Endoised] To Mr Richaid Edwards 

Merchant In Cassambasar 


1. John Mai shall, Edward Littleton and other friends 

2 John Burden, foi whom see Letters LXXVIII, CV, CXIX 

3. This individual, whose Christian name I have not asm taint d, 111,3 have bet. 11 a son 
of Mr. Paul Priuulx, who became a Freeman of the Company in lt)71 (Court Bool 1. vol. 27 

fols. 134, 135!). He seems to have been employed with John Bunion in the Hugh River, 
f r in the only other mention I have found of him, a month Liter, 25th July , 1(^74 [Factor j 
22c fiords, Hugli , vol. 4), he iR ordered to look after the vessels until the return of George 
Heron, pilot. 

V Sarsenet, a fine soft silk. 

6. Perhaps an error for Pataspur, Midnapur District, where sugar wap produced. 

6. Robert Cole, dyer. See Letter CXXXVI. 
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LETTER CXLV. 

GEORGE WHITE TO RICHARD EDWARDS 
(0 C 3972) 

Worthy Freind, Madapollam 1 ID June 1674 

Sir, Yours of the 6 past came to hand the 16 present, abounding with 
many gmtefull Acknowledgments, which I can by no means Receive as in 
the least measure due to any desert in me, but I thankefully Accept them, and 
highly Estimate those noble Emanations of join Oblidging Gennerous 
Spmtt, whereby you ha\e fuithei mgugd me to join Sen ice m paying me 
»oe liberally befoie hand 

I am sorij Mr ^ lckans 1 2 3 * 5 left you soe in the daike without any more pai- 
ticular Account of ihe conseins, winch I feare will Rendei the Recovery moie 
difficult, beemg pionuscuously with Otheis, and not distinguishable by any 
of Mr Langstons^ papcis that I can yet Understand, but 1 hope the Account 
you lntve now inclosed may contribute somewhat to the discovery of youi 
propriety ,4 which I shall dilligently endear oui Upon my Return to Metohle- 
patam, where the goods aie, and Mi Mohun nllsoe lately theitlier gone, whome 
I intend suddenly to follow, whence by the hist comeighaiue you may e\pect 
fuither adwee what I lnne Ellected therein 

The pauell sky colouul gold slnpd stuff youi Note mentions, I b,elcne 
Mr \ lckans made l se of lumselfe, foi I lemcmbei he wore such a Coate at 
his beemg here, which I \eiy much fancy ed, and shall esteemc it a gieat kind- 
ness if you please to faioin me in piocuiy of such a parcell, which you may 
recommend to Mi Rcade at llugly for < omeighanee to me 

All the partu ulais you desire fiom hence shall hee s* n( you by the shipps, 
if they proceed to youi paits, and in faylure theieof, by the first Other Secure 
Oppoitunity that OJhis Which, with mine and my Wifes due Respects and 
coidiall wishes for youi (oiitmued health and Wellfaie, is [? Hie needfull] 
now from Sir, Your veiy affectionate Seivant 

Geo WinrE 

[EndorsedjTo Mi Richaid Edwards [Endoised] 

Merchant In Cassarabuzar 


1 Madapollam (Madha\ayapalem), in Naraapur talul, Godavari District, where the 

Company had a factory subordinate to Fort St George * 

2 John Vickers, foi whom see Letter V. 

3 Francis LangBton, elected factor on the 1st October, 1667, was tent to Madras and 
thence to Masuhpatam, where he died m May 1672 ( Court Bool, voi 26, pp 41, 48, 67* 74; 
0 C 3573, 3838) 

4. Used in its obsolete sense of “property ” 

5 Richard Mohun, Chief at Masulipatam See Letters XXXVII, CXXIX 
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LETTER CXLYI. 

georgE’peacoce: TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 3973). 

Hugly the 22 [nd Jun\e y 1674 

Loveing Friend 

the 11th Present received yours of the 9th, giveing you many thankes for 
your care in the Pioviding the breechestiing &ca. which I soe greatly want- 
ed,! an d shall, when opertunity serves, endeavour to gratify these and many 
other kindnesses of yours. I expect by the returne of Mr Pace2 to enjoy 
the happinesse of seeing you here, to whome pray p[reeen]t my deare 
[ajlfections. 

By your order have made a d[?emand of Mr. Chusemam*] for the 
[? 21 ru.] due to you, whoe promises that when his wax come up, which will 
be in 2 or 3 day’s, he will make sale and pay what he is indebted to you. I 
have also inquired of George H&rron 1 2 3 4 5 concerning the 2 bailee of shugar, 
which sopose he has write to you about. 

Not elce at present, save my love to you and all fiiends with you, I rest 
Your assured Friend and servant 

Geo. Peacogke. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant in Cassumbuzar. 


LETTER CXLYII. 

JOHN SMITH TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. c. 3974). 

Ballaxore, June 23d. 74 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Esteemed good friend 

Pray deliver to the bearer hereof two pieces 20 CovedsS each of the 
best Red Taffaty 6 for my Account, with 20 rs. in mony, and take bis 
Receipt for it. 


1. See Letter CXLI. 

2. Thomas Pace. .See Letter LXXX. 

3. William Chuseman. See Letter CUI. 

4. See Letter CXXXVIII. 

5. Cubit, »U. See Letter* £VU, LXXVIII, CXXI. 

6. See Letter* XIII, LXXIX, LXXXL 

16 
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To morrow I shall write to Mr. Marshall 1 to pay you Rupees 300 and 
write to you more at Large. 

With my Respects, I rest 

Your Reall friend and ready servant 

John Smith. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards. 

Merchant I[n Cassambazar.] 


LETTER CXLVIII. 

(0. C. 3976). 

Ballasore June 24lh 74 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Respected freind < 

Yours of 2d current I Received 20th ditto. 

0 ma binnq qid nwdwrz qidn bwhx ir qidn bwhx or hmqorz plorzb biw 
pi Iwmnp ox qid Lmdw nwbozrwu dt plw emnwlidbw 0 mudobw qid pi kia 
uidrw ekl. qid amq sq onoporz plw liwmbq einu pi E. K. 2 

1 have according to Your desire ordered you on Mr Marshall R. 300, 3 * 
Suppose heell pay it you, of which pray advise per first. 

In has[te] take leave and subscribe 

Your assured freind to serve you, 

John Smith. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant in Cassambazar*. 


1. John Marshall. See Letter XXXII. 

2. This sentence, written in the cipher employed by Smith in Letters LXXXV, CXI, 
CXXV, CXL, reads as follows 

"I am sorry you reveng your self on your self in laying things soe to heart. If you 
have resigned up the warehouse, I advise you to com doune (to Balasor) which you may 
by writing tye least word to W. C.” 

Smith seems to be alluding to Edwards's disappointment that Edward Littleton had 
been placed above him at Kasirabazar (See Letter CXXV). By V 7 . C. Walter Clavell is 
meant. 1 

3. Smith means that he is remitting Rs. 300 to Edwards Jby a bill, which he has arranged 

for John Marshall to honour. 
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LETTER CXLIX. 

MATTHIAS* VINCENT TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 3979). 

# 

[Of the parentage of Matthias Vincent nothing has been ascertained. 
It is probable that he was a Bon of, or neaily connected with, Sir William 
Vincent, Alderman of London, who was knighted in 1661 and who held 
stock in the East India Company, but proof is wanting. His two securi- 
ties, on election as factor, on the 4th November 1661, were John and Thomas 
Vincent, the latter being his brother to whom he subsequently gave a power 
of attorney. Vincent arrived in India in August 1662 a^d was sent to 
Ilugli where he acted as warehousekeeper. In October 1667 he became a 
member of Council in “the Bay” and in 1671 he succeeded John March as 
Chief at Kasimbazar, thus arousing the hostility of Joseph Hall who consi- 
dered himself supeiseded. Vincent bad mairied some time befoie 1670 and 
his wife Mary? Greenliill was a Romanist. Hall iepoited to the Company 
that Vincent’s house was a “lesort of Romish pnests” and that his family 
‘‘Consisting of about 20 fiingeys [fatangi, Indian-born Portuguese] and 
Poituguese” had ousted the .Company’s servants fiom their rooms in Kasim- 
ba^ar factoiy. Hall further accused Vincent of misappiopriation of the 
Company’s money. By the Couit’s orders an enquiiy was instituted. The 
“Jesuits and Romish Priests that goe up and downe to Mr. Vincents wife 
and family” were found to be non-existent, only one Franciscan piiest on his 
way to Agra having visited the factoiy, but no answei was returned to the 
question “whether lie educates his Children in the Piotestant or Romish 
Religion ” The other charges biought by Hall against Vincent, that of in- 
efficiency and of using, in collusion with Waltei Clavell, the Company’s 
money for his “owne interest on pretence of providing saltpetre” were re- 
ferred for examination on the spot by an agent of the Company. 

In 1673 Vincent became implicated in the death of Raghu the Com- 
pany s poddar or cashkeeper at Kasimbazar, who died alter a flogging ad- 
ministered by Anant Ram, the house-broker. Vincent was absent at the 
time and it was proved that he had no hand in the affair, but the matter 
caused much local excitement and a heavy bribe was necessary to placate 
the native ^governor. For a full account of this incident and the enquiry 
conducted by Streynsham Master three years latex, see Diaries pf Streyn- 
sham Master t ed. Temple. 

In 1676 Major William Puckle, who had been sent out by the Company 
to inspect their factories in. Madras and Bengal, examined the charges 
brought by Hall against Vincent, and found the evidence very "slender.” 
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In the following year, when Streynsham Master was at Kasimbazar, Vincent 
brought a counter-charge against Hall. After an enquiiy lasting several 
days, Hall was adjudged to be the guilty party and was forbidden to hold 
any office under the Company until definite orders were received from Eng- 
land. A year later, on the death of Walter Claveil, in August 1677, Vin- 
cent became “Chief” in the “the Bay.” 

In July 1678 Vincent went on a political mission to Dacca and returned 
to Kasimbazar in October bringing a nibhan or letters-patent, signed by the 
Nawab of Bengal, ]?iiiice Muhammad A’zam, third son of the Emperor 
Aurangzeb. This document granted trading privileges to the English in 
Bengal and was considered to be “ well woith the Charge and exceeding 
paines taken by the Clieife in obtaining the same.” Vincent was, nevertheless, 
still looked upon with suspicion by the authorities at home who had 
good reason to believe that he was carrying on private trade. In 1680 he 
declined the third place in Council at Eoit St. George, probably because ho 
would have been unable to continue to increase his income by the forbidden 
channel. At this time another accusation was bi ought against him in 
England. He was said to have acted with undue haishness towards John 
Thomas, a lunatic servant of the Company and to have practised “diaboli- 
cal acts with Bramminees to “bewitch’’ him. But a greater offence was his 
intimacy with Thomas Pitt, ‘a notoiious piivate trader (aftei wards Governor 
of Fort St. George), who had married his “younger niece.” 

Although incent disclaimed any connection with “a Privateere from 
Muscatt” brought to Bengal by Pitt, appeal ances were against him and he 
was dismissed by the Court in 1681 for “infidelity” in “abetting advising or 
conniving at the late Interloper which landed in the Bay.” It was ordered 
that his papers should be seized, and an enquiry instituted into his alleged 
frauds, and he himself sent home under arrest. The orders reached India 
in 1682 but 1 incent seemed to be very little disturbed by the Company’s 
displeasure and calmly went on with the arrangement of his affairs. In 
December Parson Evans wrote to Edward Eeade that he and Edward 
Littleton were “in a faire way to finish their bussnesse to their own hearts 
content. ’ They had been “served with Subpoenas out of Chancery” but re- 
fused to appear, “saying they would answer in England.” 

Vincent returned home with Thomas Pitt and on his arrival, in July 
1683, was>pt in custody for a few days, after which bail was allowed. The 
Court seems to have been unable to make out a case against him and his 
name soon disappears from the proceedings* He settled down in London, 
was knighted in March 1686 and died in 1688 Jeaving two sons, Vincent 
and Theodore. His widow, Dame Mary Vincent, died in 1682. See Court 
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Books , vols. xxiv, xxvi^xxix; Letter Books , vols. v, vi, vii*; Factory Records 
Fort St. George, vols. xvi, xxviii, Hugh ii, iv; Kasimbazar , i, Miscellaneous 
iii; C. R. Wilson* Early Annals of Bengal , vol. Ij Yule, Hedges 9 Diary , volt*. 
I, II, III. Dianes of Streynsham Master, ed Temple; P.C.C., Wills, 8G 
Foot, 233 Fane.] 

Mr Richard Edwards Cassnmbazar , Vith July 1G74 

Respected Friend 

I have in your charge and committed to your care sent 023 Copangs or 
Japan Jeebies,* which are said to be worth at Dacca (to which place you 
are now bound and whither I wish you a good voyage) 20 ru. 4 a. per piece. 1 2 3 
1 wish they may meet with so good a market. There is Soopull, Chittur 
Nulls Gomaustch,3 whom you may send for. He may be available to you in 
their sale and taking good money. You may also speake to Mr. Alues 4 and 
Mr. Ilervy, 5 6 to whom I have written to assist you; but I suppose you may 
doe best by the other meanes. However, ratliei then spend too much time 
in take bad money, bring them with you again. 

I have sent a buoy and a rope, which make fast when you come into the 
boat to tlie thing you carry them in; * and pray be a little carefull how you 
crost the river 6 the wind blowing some times pretty fresh. Your best way 
wftl be to kee all the way under the weather sh/>rc, where with conveniency 
you can. 

1 wish you a good voyage and safe return unto 

Your very assured* Friend to serve you 
[No endorsement.] Matts. Vincent. 


1. Jap. ic/nbu , Bpelt by the oJd writers wnously, 41 jeeby, ltjib, itthebo.” 

2 . Vincent has mixed up his Japanese money. The Japanese lo-han (eopang or 77 * 70 } 
a gold tae^of 223-27? grains, worth £2 to £2.5/* The ichibu was quarter of a ho ban 

amt wortlj about 10/-. It will be noted that Vincent’s valuation of 20 ru. 4 a. makes the 
loin mentioned worth £4.10/-. Presumably, therefore, he was not alluding to either the 
ho ban or ichibu but to the o-ban, a large gold coin worth two to three ko-buns. 

3. Suphal, Chitar Mai’s * 71 / 77 icishtu, agent. Chitar Mai was a tnrraf, money-changer, 
at Kasimbazar, employed by the Company. 

4. An error for Elwes. Robert Elwea was Chief at Dacca. See Letter I. 

5. Samuel Hervy, Second at Dacca under Robert Elwes. See Letter CII. 

6. Apparently Edwards was to take the money by boat from KasimbTizaar to Dacca, and 
the buoy anfl rope were given him to attach to the box in case the boat upset. He was 
to keep the weather shore all the way, which would at that season be the right. bank, from 
Uampur Baulia to Goalundo, after which he would have to cross the river (in order to 
get on to Dacca) at a point where it is very wide and liable to storms in July-August. It 
is, however, doubtful if Edwards ever went to Dacca in 1674, as from Letter CLIII, 
infra, we find that he had been to Hugti and was back in Kasimbazar before the 14th 

August, which would not have given him time to get to and from Dacca in the interval 
by river. 


16 
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LETTER CL. 

HENRY CARPENTER TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 3984 ) 

Suigee h 26 th July 1674 

Mr Richard Edwauls 
Moo**t respected Friend 

Sii , my last to you was Per return of youi Cossitt 1 2 of date June le 
10th, 2 by which conveyance 1 sent you 3 pieces Chint and as many Girdles 
and Sh islics since when you have not advised ol then Receipt, though[h] 
an opportunity hath Piesented; but I dare not Impute it to your neglect, 
Supposing (a£ you have foimeily advised) the dispat[ch] might have bene 
given, as well as many foimeily, without your knowledge 

I then writ you we had for some time expected your arriveall hei[e], 
which repor[t] we [? had] fiom a Servant of Mi. Bugdens that an 

i; Qg i[ ishjman [ ] hither [ ] and that which (? made 

us) beleive it to be you was his saying it°w’as Peer-Caw ns 3 Master that was, 
.and the more by reason Mr Bullivant had been expected at Hugly for some 
tune before. This troublesome insertion I have given you will, I hope, 
piocuic my paidon for not in ful[l] complying with your former Oidois, 
but shall Speedily supply the defect. 

In my last I requested you to piovide and send me half a Dozen 
^Girdles foi women, A"izt. 2 of a good Soit stripM thiough with gold collu- 
bottee, the othei 4 more plain© of silver, 4 5 6 all of good lively Colours (those 
to bee Sent, if not to gieat a tumble, by first oppeitunety, I defen ing ans- 
wering a Coast Letter till your receipt) and a piece of Mulmolls of 7 or 8 
Rupees; for the former shall take order ^ your payment there. I again© 
make same lequest and hope shall speedely lieare fiom you. I know I 
need not use reiteiatings to you, nither should 1/ was I ceitaine my former 
had attain’d your reception. You may Justly teaim me impudently hold 
for giveing you fresh troubles ere retaliation made for many of older date, 
but shall end your present trouble, relying on your goodness for a partiall 
•construction of it, and remaine,^Sir, 

Yours in all Degrees 

Henry Carpenter. 


1. A'astd, messenger. 

2. See Letter CXLII. 

3. Pfr Khan's. 

4. See Letter CXLII for these goods. 

5. The sense seems to want give orders for." 

6. M Partial” is used in its (now rare) sense of M favourable.” 
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P.S. Pray favour me in Sending for a small season you\ thick Yolumn of 
playes, not Beamont and Fletcher. It shall carefully be leturned 
you Per Sir, Your Servant pray fotwatd Inclosed. 

idem H. C. 

[No ciuloi semen t.] 


LETTER ( LI. 

SAMUEL BULL! V ANT To RKTIARD EDWARDS. 

(o. c. -msb). 

St 'tyre, 4 Au (just 1 G74 

Mr Richaid Edwaids 
Respected Freind 

Youis of the 12 past month came sale to hand, with the bill inclosed 
d taw no on Mr. Ohamook for Rups. 300 : which hee accepted and will pa) it. 
I leturne you thankos foi youi «ue and tiouble in said, and ii I <an wuo 
you in any thing here to my utmostt aluliiv shall readily doe ii. 1 am 
[soi]iy the Muske will not \el),l but must bee content; hope it any Euiopo 
Ships at rive, my fin[d]e a*maikett. I have not mote to trouble \mt with 
*t present, save tender of heat ty love to you i stdfe, wishing you health, and 
Mihsctibe, 

Youi teall freind to setve you 

K\\t. Brm\ a\t. 

P.S. My due Respects to all my fteinds in youi Factoiy. 

Idem S B. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richaid EdwauU 

Met chant in Cassuiubuzai. 


LETTER CLII. 

JOHN SMITH TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 3988). 

Hugly August 19f7t 1674 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Esteemed good freind 

Last night I arrived here and am informed a Letter of yours is gone for 
mee to Ballasore, and hope ere Longe I shall meet with it here. Since I 
am got hither I challenge your former promis to meet mee here, and Vm 


1. See Letter CXLIII, 
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confident your business cannot stay you, therefore pra[y], ere Longe, doe 
hope youi make the more hast, being I cannot assure you of my Long stay, 
coming on my nun business,! and so soone as that done must be Gone; soe 
hopeing to see you here ere Louge, Refer all till then, and at present conclude 
with Subscription 

Youi assur'd freind to serve you 

John Smith. 

[Embused] To Mr Rioluml Edwards 

Meichant in LLassumbazarJ. 


LETTER CL 111. 

EDWARD READL TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(O. c. 3989). 

II ugly August 19 th 1G74 

Mr Richaid Edwatds 
Respected Friend 

I am very glad to understand by yours of the 14th Current that you 
anived in safety to Cassumbu/ar, and give you many (hanks for remembr- 
ing my tioublesom[e] concerns, and doubt not but you will send all as s^one 
as may bee, and if possible to bee found, the musro]12 also with the resl. 

The bad times rendeied mee ineapeable of shewing you that kindness 
here that might have merited youi 'hanks, and I hope you will wliolv im- 
pute it to my had foitune that you weie not entertained as you deserved and 

I dcsier’d.3 , 

My ttelfe and wife present you our respects. As yet not a word of good 
newse. When any comes you shall have it from 

Your reall fiiend and Servant Edw. Reade, 

Pray present my respects to Mr Cole, Mr Naylor &ea. friends.* 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant [In Cassujmbuzar. 


, }' r S ™ th ’ who had been m P ei *ded during enquiries into his alleged irregular actions 
whi e Chief lafc Dacca, had apparently left Balasor. (See Letter CXLVIII) without 

permission. ' 

2. Muarol (F. w*, from It. Muao, muzrie), an obaoleto term for the now-band of 
a bridle. 

OXUX There “ n ° ° ther reCOrd 6f Edward8 ’‘ Ti,it 40 Hxrglf in 1674. See note 6 Letter 
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LETTER CLIY 

(o. c. aoo^). 

Uuijly August the 22th 1674 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Loveing freind 

Yours of the 14th I received, but ut the leceipt of it was totally indis- 
posed to Answer it, though A conveyance ofl'eied, Labouring at that time 
under A Lash more Greivous than that at Dacca, 1 both in respect of its 
Vyolence and continuance and the Addition of A weak Stomach, all which 
then gave me some reason to feai that I might have heie laid my nones. 
But (God be praised) I Am somewhat letreived from the Yy^lenter Assaults 
of it, and do hope 1 may dayly ieeo\ci.. 

Mr. John Smith being Ai lived lieie 2 and likely to stay some time, I 
shall desiie you what you have Got lendy oi Gan piocuie in the Gme of his 
stay to Send to him, and I will Ge* him to send them downed by the Sloope 
Dam til and Thomas, which is now Coining up with Daniel Roberts 4 on her; 
who lias bought Geoiges pail 5 and may possibly Iteturne in A Convenient 
time. 

We shall be Going hence I suppose On Wednesday next. I hope tlieie- 
fftre the Sugar6 may be Comeing* However, Send it Afterwards to Mr 
Smith; 18 Waterpots I have got, such as I Could (the Rascals being unwill- 
ing to Deviate from A Received way, 7 though for A better), and if I can Get 
passage foi them on this boat, lie Send them now. 

You may leetily the Account betwixt you aud 1 by thus making me 
Debtor lr. for what Given to the Da!idees,8 4 a. to the opeon at Mirdaudpore,9 
and some other small things at Cashambazar, of which your man can Give 
you An Account. This I had bet'oie forgot. 

Heres An Aflaiy* I. would Offei to your Consideration, which if it 
Succeeded, might not be disadvantageous, Vizt., the procury [o]f long 
pepper^ [P whet]her it may not be feizable with you there Or (As I Am 


1. There arc no letters extant from Thomas Pare to Richard Edwards dated from Dacca. 

2. See Letter CLII 

3. To Balnsor. 

4. Daniel Roberts, a seaman, wrecked in the Samaritan , c. 1660, was entertained as a pilot 
in the Hugjji river in February 1673. See Diaries of Streynsham Master, ed. Temple, I. 452, 
453 (footnotes). 

5. George Peacock’s shore of 9 the goods provided by Edwards. 

6. See Letter CXXX. 

7. Accepted, generally adopted, method. 

8. Dmdt, boatman. See Letter C XVIII. 

9. Messenger at Mirdaudptfr. * 

10. Long pepper, Piper longvrn (H. pifnrfnml), niltivated in Bengal and S. India. 

ir 
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Advised) at Sindree 1 2 3 4 5 6 uliere your man is. If you find it probable to be got 
at Such rates, that with all charges and allowance for Drying it may come 
out at 6r. or G: 8a. (if presently got)2 heie, I should beleive it for your profit 
and would desire upon that Account to be Concerned with you in what you 
ean Get and shall upon your Advise retume you what mony you shall think 
on my Pait you may let out. But if there bo none to be got of the Old, 
You may Endeavour At the fiist Coming of the New Crop>3 which I suppose 
may then be procui ed in better quantities and easier iates. Of this As you 
Judge best Advise. This being all fiom 

Your loveing freind 

» Tuo. Pace. 

My respects to Mr Vincent, Mr Marshall, Mr Littleton and his lady 
Mr Knipe &ca freind[s]. 

Mr Lux* and his wife present his respects to you. 

[On reverse] The water pots will come by the Boat within 3 dayes. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Bi chard Edwards * 

Merchant in Cassambazar. 


LETTER CLV. 

GEORGE KNIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 8995). 

[George Knipe — additional note. In the biography of George Knipe, 
preceding Letter CXXXVI, it will be noted that 'by his will his estate was 
divided in proportions of sixteenths. This is interesting, because such a 
division is in accordance with Indian customs whereby an estate is valued 
■as a rupee and the proportions bequeathed are reckoned as so many annas 
to the rupee. The rupee is also the unit in land valuation.] 

Cosmmbmar U 26 ih [An^t^S 1674 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Esteemed Friend 

This is onely to advise you that your man is come from Sindree,6 haveing 
brought with him 84 ru : for ojir Accounts and 473 upon the Doctors? ac- 


1. Apparently intended for Singhiya, the English factory near Patna. 

2. Procured at once. 

3. The fruit of the Long Pepper ib gathered when green, in January, and is dried in 
the sun. • 

4. William Lux, pilot. See Letters XCIII, CXII, CXVII. 

5. The t month, which is torn away, is determined by a note on the back of the 
letter in Richard Edwards's writing. 

6. Singhiya. See Letter CLIV. 

ft' Palph Harwar. See Letter LX IV. 
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count. The latter Summe he hath delivered to Mr Nay tor and the former 
to me. Your chank as yet are not sold, the price being not more then 13r. 
per hundred 1 lor which he could have sold them all. Theiefoie ii‘ you 
think you shall be something long on your Voyage, 2 3 4 5 6 7 it would be best to 
write whether it shall be sold at that price or not, that your man may loose 
no time in returning thether. 

Herewith I send you a letter from Hugly, being the needfull at present 
from 

Your assuied affectionate friend 

Geo. Knipe. 

They are all well at home .3 

Mrs Cole $on. remember their seivires to Mrs Vincent <&ea. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Edwards 

Merchant In Rajamaule or elee where. 


LETTER CL VI. 

JOHN SMITH TO RJCIIARD EDWARDS 

* (0. C. 39DG). 

Hugly August 2 6th 1674 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Respected freind 

few daies since I writt you licnceA but luue Received none fiom you a 
Long time, doe hope shall ere long in bw qid lwnm Mkkimiorz pi qidn tniaob 
<>z rip 0 blmh ploie qid ewmn up nwmh copl muv clwr qid ennp aww biw.5 
In ha 11a sore I Received a piece C[hin]te& for Mr Knipe, which I 
desire you acquaint him I have relive] ed to the peon? that goes upon the boat. 


1. This seems to refer to the consignment ef conch-shells about which Edwards and 
Hervy had already had much correspondence (See Letters CVII, CXIIJ, CXIV, 
GXVIII, CXXXV). Edwards sent the shells to Dacca where Hervy could not get a 
higher offer for them than Rs. 11 per 100. In consequence, they were returned to Kasim- 
bazar, and now, after more than a year, ^iey wore still unsold. 

2. To Dacca. See Letter LXIV. From tho endorsement, Knipe seems to have been 
kept in ignorance of Edwards's destination, since Rajmahal is some distance up the river 
from KaBhimbazar. 

3. At Kashimba'zar. 

4. On the 19th August. See Let*er CL 1 1. 

5. This passage, in the same cipher employed by Smith in Letters LX\XV, CXI, 
CXXV, CXL, CXLVIII, read : — “or se you hear According to your promis; if not, 
I shal think you were, not real [in earnest] with mee when you writ mee soe.” • 

6. The original has Cte., an unusual abbreviation for chint, i.e., chintz, which i» 
apparently intended. 

7. Messenger. See Letters XXX, CXXIV, &c. 
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Signoi \ audtu S< hepeu 1 * sends you multo Reeaidoes2 and see doth 

Youx Assured freiud to serve you 

John {Smith. 

1\N. ibis should ha\e Inn sent foxwaid long Since, but the boat and peon 
vent without my knovledg. I lieare now there is a Small English 
Ship 3 aimed and bi ought nothing to sell either eatable or drinkable. 
I have had a fea\om on me these eight daies and am now Scarce able 
to ciavl. I lnnc not sent Jli Knipes things. 

Yours J. S. 


Mr Vn keis Died m his Voyage to England. 4 

Sept. Tth 1674 Hugly. 


[Endoised] To Mr Richaui Edwards 

Meichant In [Cassuwbuzar.] 


LETTED CL VI I. 

THOMAS PACE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(O. (\ 3997). 

Hugly August the 26: 1674 

Mr Ricluud Ed w aids 
Loving fiemd 

My last 4 I hope \ou have leeeived in which I wrote you at large, this 
being only to Advise you to leceive of this Boat your 18 Water pots with 
Covers and in desne von to Send Pei the first {he black fringe, and if you 
have it done, the Silvei 5 6 (if it may he hy you thought Safe) land Conveyence.^ 
We shall be Going hence to moirow. This with my Respects to Mr 
Vincent &ca fieinds is all at present from 

Your Assured Loveing f rein'd 

Tho : Pace. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant In Cassambazar. 


1. Oeleyn van tier Schepen, a merchant in the service of the Dutch East India Com- 
pany. He was at Patna in 1680 See the Dagh Register for that year, pp. 365, 724. 

2 Kind regards, Port, re end os, greeting, salutation. 

3 The Advtce, a pink o * small sea-going ship, commanded by Captain William Gaich. 
See Factory Records, JJitgii , vol. 4. 

4. See Letter CUV 

5. The waterpots are mentioned in Letter CLIV, but there ii no reference either in 
that letter or in the previous one (Letter CXXXVIII) to black and silver fringe. 

6. This sentenee is confused. If “Per the first*** be transposed to precede M land 
Conveyance/' the meaning will be obvious. 
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LETTER CL VIII. 

IIENltY CARPENTER TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 3998.) 

Singee le 1st September 1671 

Mr Pickard Edwards 
ltespected Friend 

This is now my third letter to you Since any from you, my last baieing 
date July 25th. 1 Your Silence causes much my admiration, there haveing 
to my knowledg 2 oppertunitys Presented fiom your Factory since my first 
to you which accompanied your Chints 4ca. I hope 1 have not given any 
occasion on which you might Justly giound any disgust. Aly not in full 
Complying with your Expectation sooner will, I hope, obtaine your paulon 
uhen you shall consider how seldome oppcrtunotys Present, Esspetiallv for 
things of Least Bulk. 

1 formerly wrot you for a few trifles hut now am apt to doubt my Pie- 
sumliou was too great; yet it picfteeded fiom the iucouragement you have 
bone pleased often to give me that I might, when had occasion, make use 
of yom fiieiulship, and t’was on that I grounded my boldness. 

1 have now sent you according to older, Vizt. 

r 

2 peeces Chints 2 : 

2 Giidles - : 12 These things goe inclosed in 

2 Shushes 2 1: Mi. Nailers faidle^ 

J Pi . Churaes 3 4 5 1 : 

In 4 Baggs, Mds. 6 : 20Sr. 

Peeter^atlr: Ja. per Md. 6:11 
[HPaidJ Butta to make them 
chaniary 6 

nips. 11-10 


1. See Letter CL. 

2. Turban-cloths. See Letters XCVI, CXXXV1II, CXLII. 

3 H. Chun , a bracelet, bangle. Sec infra, where wo find tint theso parti' ul<u* bracelet n 
were to be made of rhinoceros horn. 

4. The parcel for John Naylor. 

5. John Marshall (for whom see Letter XXXII) in his Notts and Observations (Hart. 
MS. 4254, fol. 14) says that the Patna man in bis day (1669-1677) was “ 40 seer or 78 
pound; besides the custom of the place is to allow 2 seer in every maund," so that 6 man 
20 *er of saltpetre would be equal to 530 2/5 lbs. av. 

6. I would read this to m&n “ bhatta, allowance, to make theid chltaii on, a current 
term for giving a permit (chhar or chhor-chitthi)." 

18 
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You may imagine the reason why have sent you noe Hookaes 1 when you 
see Mr. Knipes stuff. 

I have oi tier'll Mr Nay lei to pay you 12i : 7^a., the which pray demand 
of hinj and of Mr Knipe 4r. 1J., and what theie shall iemaine aftei you aie 
satisfying please to lcieive towards the procuieing those things I formeily 
desiie[d], if you ill please to give to give [s/<] your self that trouble and 
mee that favoui. 

For Chuiaeb of Rhynosceiott hoin, aie none leady, but have ordei’d 
a pair to be made, the which you may expet t by next if leady, have in mean 
time Sent you a pair of Ivory for your approbation. 

Kanairee 2 3 ' is now exticame deaie* being at d*i. Pei Piece, and not good, 
therefore have sent none without furthei order. If you would have trusted 
me with the Book I wrot for, 3 I should speedely have return’d it you. 

Noe moie at Present, save wishes for your health, iemaine Sii 

at your Command 

Urn by CmipentijU. 

[Endorsed] To Mi Richaid Edwaids 

Merchant In Oassumbazajr. 


LETTED CLIX. 

ED WADI) HEADE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

((>. C. U999 ) 

H ugly Sept: 5^// : 1G74 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Respected Friend, 

Before I received your last I guesd the tiue cause of your w not sending 
the Sugar, which will come time enough if within a month you please to 
send it for mee to Mr. Smith here, as also the bambooes 4 5 6 I give you many 
thanks for procury of the reines and like very well of tham. The MusroulF* 
shall retume, but must get one made like the 2 Joynts;6 the other now sent. 


1. At. huqquh, the Indian water-pipe, hubble-bubble. 

2. H. Kinmx, edge or border, generally of gold or silver lace: hence trimmings of 
gold and silver braid, &c 

3. 8ee l Letter CXLII. 

4. Sugar and bamboos must have been among the “ concerns ” mentioned in Letter CLIII. 

5. Be* Letter CLIII. 

6. The writer’s meaning is not plain. Ho seems to be referring to some special 
nose-band. 
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I am now for Ballaeore where is an English ship aimed, 1 2 * and it can 
aeive you there, pray*freely command 

Yoiu ieall friend and Sei\unt 

Ld ill vm 

My time and papers slioit, whi< li pi ay evt use 

Pray tell Mr Littleton 1 have deluded his ( <>ssas2 to Smith 

[Endorsed] To Mi Ruhaul Ldwaids 

Meirhant In Cnssuiubu/ai 

LETTLIt FLA 

THOMAS PACT, TO 1UC If Vlll) IDUAltiW 

|U ( 1(0!) 

Ihil In on, S ( pi (1u 14 th 1674 

Mi lliphaid Edw.mli 
Lotemg tiemd 

I could n(d wnte you bv the last hut l hope Mi lolin Smith has fiom 
Hugly giten you the leasou, I desiieing him 

, This Senes to Enclose A leJtei ten ^ou liom F upland, \nrmng ^uth 
Faptain Wildee m the Lanm ft/ 7 * the 12th IiMint I shall take caie to Get 
what )ou desired of me ieady Agun si tin iu\t (ome\‘uue and if you 
would hate ought Else tis requisite urn Send Yom Oichi Assoone As pos- 
sible Liquois there aie, hut \ ei n done f hdcivc F\ei\ one both at the 
(Mast 4 and lieie being Winre Hi «Jnps \ i . i \ dl \uv hue ind theiofoie the 
more gieed> 

1 Am Still \ery nnu h indisposed in m\ lmd\ md these foie Moy unfit 
for Any thing E\(iiscine tlien that T <a»ncl piolong, lmt ie t 

You i ui\ Lotemg fteind 

Tno Pace 

[Endorsed) To Mi Bichaid Eduaids 

Merchant Tn Fassambarar 


1 See Letter GLVI 

2 Khatsa, fine muslin See Lettei VI 

6 Pace has confused the captains ot t lie Vhoem r md the Tanratter, two of the 
Company’s ships which arrived m Bengal shoitlj iftu the ldme (See Letter CkVI) Captain 
John WUdey tommanded the.PAoe«u* and Captain Ruhaid Goodlad the LancasUr 

4 Madras 
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LETTER CLXI. 

GEORGE WHITE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

((). C. 4005). 

Mi Richard Edwaids Ballatoie the 20. Sept. 1674. 

Sn 

My last was the 19 dime, 1 in tomplyauee with my promise wheiein, t 
did endeavoui what pos ible I could the Recovery of your Goods, but ivas 
disappointed of sening you either to your owne or my content; for though I 
did att last, by the Assistance of Mi Fieeman,2 pievaile for all Mr Langstones 
Remaines 3 to be deliveied to Mi Gholmley^ and my Selfe, he beeing iinploy’d 
foi Mi Johu .Smiths, as I fox youi conseme; jet upon suiveigh of them I 
could find noetliing like what join note Specifies, save the paicell blew with 
gold stiipcs (which I suppos’d Mi Vickaus had made use oft’), 5 and that I 
would to Mr (’holmlcy for the pi ice jou invoyce it at. For your fuithei 
Satisfaction in this Particular I here inclose the invoyce of the 2 bavles r 
which you may compare with your own account to informe youi selfe moie 
fully tlioieof. 

In all the tune aftei Receipt ot your last, I had noe Oppeitumty of 
goemg to Mete hlcpatam ,6 and was tlieiefoie necessitated to imploy Mr 
freeman in tlie piociuy of the Paiticulark desned by you, which l liav'e 
bi ought with me, and heiewitli Send \ou the invoyce of them and intend 
they shall follow on ilie (Wpunvs Vessell suddenly intended for If ugly; 
their Amount is Pagos 22 . 7 :5,. makes Rups 90,7, mit of whirh imist be ’ 
deducted Rups 17 tm youi blew parcetl, soe tlieie Remains clue to me Rups. 

,f>> wlno}l 1 (lesi,e > ,m to inve8t ^ the P&rticulais .mentioned in the inclosed 
note 8 for which, whatever more is Requiied, shall be leadily repay’d you as 
you please to Older, with clue thankes for jour kindness therein confeird on 
Sir, Tour veiy affectionate Servant 

Geo. Whue. 

I Endorsed] 

To Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant In Cassambazar. 


1 

2 
3. 

4 


See Letter CXLV. 

Hobert Freeman See Letter XVII 
The effects of Francis Langston, dsceased. Sse Letter CXLV 

•- v 

5 See Letter CXLV. 

6 Mainjipatam. 

I ®* konin « pagoda at 9s. and the ropes at 2s. 3d. • 
o inis memorandum does not exist. 
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LETTER CLXII. 

SAMUEL BULLIVANT TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 4008). 

Singee , September 25. 1674 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Respected Ereind 

Your last unto mo was the [?], wheieiju )ou sent mee the bill for Rups. 
oOU, since which have not heard from you. In my last to you I desired you 
would doe mee the kindness as to hasten Mr E. B. to dispose of that small 
Peece of Muske as soon as possible, 1 and this serves only a^aine to request 
said favour of you, if you have not already done it, for now (our p[e]tre- 
bon [tea] being gone to Jlugly), if it bee disposed of, woufldj desire you by 
their return to order Mr E. 13. (as fiotn your selfe) to invest it in copper or 
tin, if Procu[ra]b[le], and send mee by said boates. Excuse this trouble, 
and if I can serve you here, freely command mee. 

Xot Dime at piesent, save wishes for your health and welfare, and 
lemaine 

Your reall freind to serve you 

Sam. Bullyvent. 

[P']vS. Excuse this scrip 2 3 of paper, it being time of the warsS and at present 
scaice. With my respects to Mr T. M., E. L., 4 Etca. freinds with you 

Yours S. B. 

P.S. Six, bee pleased to dispeed the Letter to Mr Biam, 5 as also the small 
Parcell and Letter fo Mi Jordan 6 in Ballasore by some safe convey- 
ance. 

Idem S. B. 

[ Endorsed ] F or, Mr R i cha i d Edwards 

Merchant In Cassimbazar. 


1. The message to Edmund Bugden about the musk was sent in Bullivant’s letter of 
the 11th June (CXLIII). In the following letter, dated 4 August (CLI) he only expressed 
regret that it still hung on hand. 

2 An obsolete term for a small pieco of paper, usually with writing on it. 

3. The Third Dutch War, concluded by the second Treaty of Westminster, 9 Febru- 
ary, 1674, news of which had not then reached Bengal. 

4. John MarahaU and Edward Littleton. 

5. John Byam, writer at Hugli, arrived in India in 1671. See Diaries of Streynsham 
Master, ed. Temple, 1. 324n. j II. 18, 293n. 

6. Clement Jordan or du Jardin, son of one of the Company*! surgeons at Foit St. 
George, will be noticed later on. 


19 




74 


BENGAL: PAST # PRESENT . 


LETTER CLXIII. 

JOHN BILLINGSLEY TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 4011). 

Ballaso) e October the ht : 167 1 

| Mr ] Richard Edwauls 
Esteemed Friend 

I now doe trouble you with two or tlnee lines, not haveing heard tiom 
you a gieate while. I must desiie the faveour of you to provide mee a Silke 
hammock and one piece of Red Cuttene 1 of the best couler as you can get, 
-and 1 piece of white Taffatie, 2 and send downe by the first, with their cost, 
and I will older, the money to bee paid there or here [to] any [o]ue 
[according to youi [? desire], and in any thing that I can Sarve you m heie, 
you may frely command mee. 

I suppose you have heard of the death of John Vickars, 3 Ilee died of 
an impostium that brocke with in him, about the Cape. 4 

Pray let mee know what price vermilliQn will sell with you 5 Soe, 
haveing not more to trouble you at this time, but with mine and my wifes 
Service presented to you, Soe remaine 

Your assured friend to Serve you 

Jxo: Billing slky 

£To] Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant In Cassumbuzar. 


LETTER CLXIY. 

EDWARD READE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C 4016.) 

Hugly Octobei &th : 1674 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Respected Sir 

I have received yours primo October and am very soiry you were hinj- 
Ted writeing before by such a distemper, which I piay God quit you of, and 
fiend you Perfect health. 


1. Hind total, silk selvedge, kattani, silk cloth. See Yule; ffobfon-Jobton, $v. 
vnttanee. 

2. See Lettere XIII, LXXIX, LXXXI, 4c. 

3. See Letter Y. 

4. Impoitume, abscess. 

6. Vermilion, a Chinese commodity, was a profitable investment for the English market. 
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L have leceived the Sugar and tlianke you for it, as also the bamboes; 1 
4 lie sugar huve Credited y^m foi £)r. lu.; the bambooes you doe nut write the 
price, >\lncii pray put to the lest you promise to get he) eat ter. 

The people here say those he bamboes 2 aie piocureable about Rage 
llaull, 3 and ti’s but sending for. If possible I would get a few — if but 200 
— almost at any reasonable cliaige. Pi ay tiy; and if a peon can goe to 
Pattana and bring some by boate, desier Mr Mai shall fiom mee to take caie 
herein by wiiteing and furnishing niony, if to 50 Rups., so as to returne in 
November to II ugly; else twill be too late. 4 They must be switch fashion, 5 6 7 8 
long and Slender. 

I have not yet got a diop of any fie^h liquois, but expect it Pei fir&t 
sloope, and then you shall have 12 or li gallons of mum, 5 or any thing else 

Your ieall fiiend and Servant 

Edw. Readu. 

I have delivered the bale : 1 : 1 >7 to Mi Smith. 

[Endoised] For Mr. Richaid Edwards 

Mei chant Tn Cassuinbuzar. 


LETTISH t'LXV. 

HENRY CARPENTER TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 
(0. C. 4016). 


Singee le 8th October 74 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Sir, T’is now a long time since any iiom \ou, and I ha\c soe often write 
[p to you, som]e of which doubtless has attain'd your leeepticm, that (’would 
be disagree] able both to you and me to xsite the dates; hope Vie this time 
you may have received the Reverall tilings sent you on Boates witli my Letter 
-dated September 1st .8 'In it I told you I had oidei’d Mr Nayler in pnv 


1. See Letters CLIII, CLIX. 

2. The Male (or solid) Bamboo, Dendtocahmus itrutus, Hind, bans, the commonest 
and most widespread of Indian bamboos It does not occur in N. and E. Bengal and 
Assam: hence its rarity in Reade’s eyes. Soe Watt, Commercial Products of India, p. 102; 
Bowrey, Countries round the Bay of Bengal , ed Temple, p. 240. 

9. Rajmahal. 

4. Too late to send to Europe that stop on 

5. That is, thin and flexible. 

6. A kind of beer originally brewed in Brunswick. See Letter JLY III. 

7. So marked. 

8. See Letter CLVIII. 
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ih . 6a. on my account. 1 . I shall now desire you not to demand it of him* 
haveing writ liiin for some small effeet[sj which* that small summe will 
satisfy. I had thought long e’re this to [lijave received the Girdles and 
Mulmooll, 2 * but especially the former. I had not troubled you, 
as it* then stood between us, without an Urgent necessity, and I could have 
wished that you would soonei have let me known if would not have provided 
them. Pray if [? can], speedely send them, as I may foiward them by 
ships .3 

Youi Ehynosseict China’s are not yet ready 4 With kinde respects, 
icmaine 

Your humble seivant 

Henry Carpenter. 

[Endoised] [To M]i Eirhard Edwards 

Merchant In Cassumbazar. 


LETT Eli OLXYI 

JOHN SMITH TO EICJIAED EDWAEDS. 

( 0 . 17 . 4018 ). • 

‘ Hugly October 1 2th 1674 

Mr Eichaid Edwards 
Esteemed Ireind 

I have wntt you two Lettcis veiry Lately , 5 and some before that. I 
have had noe answer of themj'wcndei at your Silence. I am infoimed you 
have met with som[e * tiouble]. Ani sorry to heare it from others, but 
should gladly heare the tiuth of it fiom you* and an answrer to my other 
Letteis.. 

I rest 

Your assured freind to Serve you 

John Smith. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Kichard Edward [«c]. 

Merchant In Cassumbuzar. 


1 The amount name \ in the letter of the 1st September is Rs 13 7ja 

2. See t Letter OL 

3. So that I may forward them with the Europe bound ships. 

4. See Letter CLVIII 

5. In, August. See Letters CLII and CLVI. 

6. This is the first reference to Edwards’s unfortunate entanglement with a Mtivfr 
woman, of which more anon. 
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LETTER CLXVII. 

EDMUND BUGDEN TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 4021). 

Hugly , 1 bth October 167 1 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Respected freind 

from Mr George White received the small bundle now sent by Mr 
Anthony Smith,! it being directed to Mr White, which made Mrs Reade 
open it, thinking it had been for hir ; at present remember not elce at Present. 

Loveing freind, I must go bare foote if you do not help me suddenly. At 
Present lemember not elce, so vith my kinde lespects to you, Mr lvnipe, &ca. 
freinds, 

I remain 

•Youi assuied freind and Seivant 

Edmd. Bugde.n 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Ed vf aids 

Merchant In£assamba/ar. 


LETTER CLXVIII. 

GEORGE WHITE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C 4022). 

BaUasore: October 16. 1674 

Mr Richard Edwards 

X 

I wrift you the needfull few v ayes after my Arivall.! Since which I 
Delivered to Mr Edmund Bugden the Parcell of Chints, &c , brought for your 
Account, whose departure was so sudden that I could not Accompany them 
with an Advice; however, doubt not his freindly care in forwarding them to 
your hand, and hope this will find them safe in your possession, whereof at 
your leasure I desire you will please to acquaint me, as allsoe whether I may 
depend on you for your provision of the Particulars Specified in a note in- 
closed in*my former. 


1. Anthony Smith, who wm sent out to Fort St. George as a soldier, was “ entertained 
as a dyer in October 1674. See Diaries of S trey nth am Master, ed. Temple, I. 497. 

2. At Balasor. See Letter CLXI. 


20 
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I heartily wish your continued good health and prosperity, and in what- 
ever I can bee any w ayes Seiviceable, pray most fieely comand the best Endea- 
vours oi Sir, 

Youi veiy affectionate Fiiend and servant 

Geo. Wuite. 

[Endoised] To Mr. llichard Edwaids 

Merchant In Cassambuzar. 


LETTER CLXIX. 

THOMAS PACE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C 4023). 

Ballasoie Octobei the 1G: 1074 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Loveing freind 

Yours of the 25 last came to my hand, and I have Sent you Anothci 
letter Since. 1 I am Sorry my Illness has rendied me so Tardy in what jou 
formerly desired, As Also in Some mcasuie incapable [ bic ] of Endeavoui ng 
for what you have now' desiml, though not w’holly As to Endea\ouis, yet those 
to little piupose, for I have Got but 12 quails of Canaiy 2 for my Selfe, noi 
Could I Get those, had not my illness induced those that Spaied it me to 
beleive it A kindness. Indeed, whole (’bests I might buy that weie mixt 
with Claret and ihemsh, 3 but that I thought beyond my Allowance 4 As foi 
Paper I Can Get none At all, noi Quills ;* powder perhaps I may, and it ma) 
be Shot, but no Lanthoine, no lace more than 5 yds. Of the Small 5 1 Gott of 
Gabrieli, 6 7 8 that being all in the Godowne. Mats I have a t good while 
bespofke b]ut beleive you might mistake in the lengths and breadths of your 
pair you Gave me in remembrance, 5 theie being few made So Little as G 
coveds long and 2\ broad. 


1. There ib no Letter extant from Pace between the 14th September (Letter CLX) 
end the 16th October, 1674. 

2 Canary wine, a light sweet wine from the Canaries. 

3. Rhine wine. 

4. The sdm allotted to me to spend. 

5. Used in its obsolete meaning of "fine.” 

6. Gabriel Townsend, Second at Hugli, who was then preparing to return to England. 
•See Letter LXX. 

7. Warehouse. See Letter XC1V. 

8. Ae a token, reminder. 



CORRESPONDENCE (fF RICHARD ED W ARDS-1 V. 79 

Indeed, I have had So Much Illness Since I Come, which yei continuing, 
that it may he in Some measure Excusable if by Slackness In procuring what 
you desired 1 have disobliged you, but if it please God to Grant me health, 
I hope I shall be Capable Either out of my owne stoic or what 1 may proem e 
to Serve you with many of those things you desire. 

About Long pepper. According as you write, twill be time Enough 
hereafter to Advise, though 1 would have you hold those in band from whom 
it is procurable, for it is certainly a Commodity lieie advantageous, if procur- 
able at those rates by A former Advised. 1 As tor the Tse of mony this ship- 
ping, t is likely to be to little profit, and what ever bought before hand upon 
A gioat Adventure, 2 whether vendible with those people the cheife [? of] 
which deliver their mony (as UBuall) to the Cheife Person and what may be 
Expected from the fickle humour of Otheis (when Goods On hand), you may 
•Tudge. 3 4 

I have, According to your desire, delivered your remembrances. Pi ay 
remember me likewise to all with you and Excuse my bast, the conveyance 
b[?y who]m I send being gone and this to follow 

from Your [humjble Servant 

[Tiio: Pack.] 

[Endorsed] To Mr. Richard Edwards 

Merchant In Cassambazar. 


LETTER CLXX. 

ERMCXD RFGDEN To RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(O. C. 4020). 

Hugh) the 20/// Oetohei 1G74. 

Mr Ricbaul Edwaids 
Respected freind 

Yours the 24th current have received, and am glad you have your token 
or fardle .4 I sent you, and thank you for your Remembrance of mee for Slip- 
pers. I am very buissy, so caunot enlarge more than tell you that Mr. Smith 


1. See Letter CLIV. 

2. Hazard. 

3. The meaning of this confused sentence seems to be that the lesser among the 
Company's sernntB had little chance of profitable investments without incurring great risk, 
their superiors absorbing the best ‘markets. 

4. Parcel. See Letter CLXYII, 
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lemembers bis Love to you, aiul this day be peparts hence* 1 and expect the 
Advice 2 before the factoiy. Not elce fro’ 

Your assured freind to eo[mmand] 

Edmd. Bugden. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Mei chant In Cassambazar 


LETTER CLXXI. 

SAMUEL HERAT TO RICHARD EDWARDS 3 
(0. C. 4027). 

In Dvcca October 29th 1674 

Brother Edwards 

My last was [ J tame youn of the 21st. Your ltunde Aflaiie 4 look+ 

not ill no [ ] Duibai [Pj iiead. ^ The Damn’d Dog BulchundS and I 

agreed [Pnot, beca]use I gave not 1100 rs. without a writing to secure from 
further [P ill]. Now this night he Departs, takeing the party along as 
[ . . ]. AVitk him you may end it cheaper if y[ou] have the * Luck 

[to] wheadle the mother as well as you have f the Daughter. Be [s]ure 

you now conclude it soe as never to rise up in judgment ag[uinst you]. You 
may sett jour heait at Rest that it uill not be [P bi ought up] againe By B 
who besides has s[ome] feare in h[is P heart unless] his purpose be Suckan- 


uusau 7 t[hat] it h1i[p] hern [me . . . ] of his wee would Complayne [ . . . . 1 

of this in [ Ilowejvcr, you must be sure to [? employ] a 

deale of [P caution at] first, but with discretion all [may] be husht 
[ ] rs. being all he would take [ ] And if yod Can possible. 


1* John Smith had been summoned to Balasor by Walter Clavell to assist in the lading 
of the Company’s ships for Europe. See Factory Records, Hugli vol. 4 

2. The Advice pink (See Letter CLVI, note 7) had been piloted up to Hugli, and her 
consorts, the Phoenix and Lancfieter t were awaiting their cargoes in Balasor Rpad. 

3 This letter is badly damaged and several portions are torn away. 

4. Affair with a woman of loose character, Hind, randi. 

3 Bid Chand Rai, governor of Murshidabad. 

6. Hal Chand. 

7. Hervy appears to mean to use the Hindi expression oukhan-na+hanaui, heedlessness, 
and the sense would then be, 41 unless he is reckless.” 
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send it to Hugly [ ] to Mr. [P Ciavell] for I much doubt I shall not 

be able [ P to take Cossi]«nbaza-' in my Way. 1 2 3 - 

I am 

Your reall ready friend and Brother 
P. S. [illegible)] Sa. Hebvy. 

[Endorsed] To Mr. Richard Edwards 

Merchant In Cassimbazar. 


LETTER CLXXII. 

WALTER CLAYELL TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 4020). 

[Mr Richard] Edwards Hallasore November the 2d. 16T4 

[Esteemed] friend 

I have yours of the 20th October, and before its arrivall had written 
[P to you about] the business 2 Should have been glad that when it was 
brought to so [P good an end] as one thousand llupies that Bulchund^ had 
been closed with, and that [ Y the businessj at that expence had been taken 
up, 4 5 but hitherto it is possible 1 [ Y any in some] lack aud not have the business 
rightly stated to mee as it hath [? been on ojther occasions. lloweMi, you 
fliay bee sure that if there bee no [ . . .] or befoie the going away of the ship 
then as yet hath come [....] any part of a generall letter [....] in a parti- 
cular, tis not alwaies credited; therefore, bee assured all the favour and right 
1 can doe you [in] that or any other business, I will doe it,5 and accouhng to 
my ability approove [my] self 

• Youf assured friend to Serve you 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards Waltek. Clavell. 

Merchant In Cassumbuzar. 


1. The gist of this letter seems to be that Edwards, who had entangled himself with 
a Woman in whom Bal Chand was interested, might placate the injured Governor by a 
heavy bribe, and that Hervy was of opinion that Bal Chand would keep quiet lest his own 
lapses should become public property. 

2. This letter does not exist. 

3. Bal Chand Rai. See Letter CLXXI. 

4. Amicably arranged. 

5. Some words are missing in this part of the letter. Ciavell seems to be saying that 
if no further complications arise during the settlement of Edwards's affair with Bal 
Chand, he will not inform against Edwards in the General Letter to England. Further, 
Ciavell encourages Edwards by telling him that the Court will probably disregard any 
pHvate information of his misdoings. The way in which both his equale and superiors in 
rank strove to shield Edwards, from the consequences of his mistake shows the esteem in 
which he was held by his associates. 


21 
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LETTER CLXXIII. 

SAMUEL BULLIVANT TO RICHARD'EDWARDS. 

Singee November 4. 1674 

[Mr.] Eichaid Edwarda 
Esteemed Friend 

Yours of the 15 past month I received, and see what you write as to my 
Muske 1 and Returne you thanks for your care therein and hope shortly to 
have newes of its sale, although ara advized likewise tis hut at a low* rate at 
present in England However, soe small a Parcell may Perhaps Find a 
Chapman; 2 3 it it bee sold, I againe confirm what formerly ordered, that you 
would invest it in 3ome thing [? that] may turne to some ndv«*n[tag]e 
lie[ie a]nd send it by our boates. 

Herewith I returne you youi booke of Osborn ,3 and beg youi pardon for 
detaining it so long after my arrivall here. I lent it Mr J. C. 4 to Peruse, who 
was so much taken with it that hath kept it ever since I should be glad to heaie 
some particular newes from Europe of the peace with [ . . . ], how concluded 

(I meane the Articles), having only in generall newes of our Honourable 
peace. 5 If you have them in Your Factory, please to send a eoppy of them 
to mee. 

I am very Sorry [for] your ill foitune and doe really condole with you 
for [P it], and heartily wish you a good issue out of all youi troubles. This 
Country is now growne to that height of villany and*e\ar tions from all Gov- 
ernours, that wee shall not after n while bee able to li\e nr it securely, these 
people studying and contriving all wayetf to get u$ into their power that soe 
they may force money from us 5 

I Returne you thankes for dispeeding ray Letters and Parcell. I would 
desire you to buy mee six breeches strings white, such as I bought when with 
you, of 4 for a Rupee, and send them Per primo conveyance (having nbt 
one left of what brought up with mee). I know not if I am indebted to you. 


1 See Letters CXXXIX, CXLIII, CLI, CLXII 

2 Used in its obsolete sense of purchaser, customer. 

3 The allusion is probably to the work called Advxct to a $on, published in 1666, one 
of the most popular of the writings of the time Its author was Francis Osborne (1593* 
1659), master of horse to William Herbert, third Earl of Pembroke. 

4 Job Charnock. 

5. The peace with the Dutch concluded by the second Treaty of Wectminister (See Letter 
CLXII n.3). The principal conditions were that the Dutch should pay £300,000 to 
Charles II. \nd should respect the English flag. Further, all possessions obtained before 
the war were to be restored. 

6. An allusion to the hush money paid to Bal Chand. See the two p r evio us letter* 
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If soe, I shall on notice from you Remitt it. You sent mee. some things you 
did not prise, Viz silk raines and strings for the horse, and 2 white girdles 
flowred, and therefore cannott exactly tell how my account stands; at your 
leasure pray inform mee. 

I have not more at present, save tender of my due Respects to your selfe 
Etca. freinds in your Factory, and subscribe 

Your ieall freind to serve you 

Sam: Bull yvant. 

[If y]ou have any stoie of flint by you, [pi ay] send mee a Piece of a 
seer, 1 being m [want] of it for my fowling-[piece]. 

Idem S. B. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 
Mei chant In Cassambazar 


LETTER (XXXIV. 

WALTER LITTLETON TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(O. C. 4032). 

[Apait fiom the letter given below, 1 have found only two iefeiences to 
Waiter Littleton in the Recoids of 4lio East India Company, and all eftoits 
<o trace him elsewhere have failed, lie may have been a son or relative of 
• the Waltei Littleton who was in India some twenty veais eailiei. This man, 
to whom tlieie are refeiencea fiom Januaiy 1651 to July 1653, was employed 
by the King of (irolconda and subsequently as a seivant of the Company, but 
there is no lecord of the confirmation of his appointment by the Com l of Com- 
mittees, nor any note of his icturn to England or death in India. 

The writer of the letter, whom I cannot connect in any way with 
Edward Littleton, the Company’s servant at Kasimbazar, was a merchant and 
probably also the owner of a trading vessel. Fiom the fact that he learnt of 
the death of John Vickers while he was in England (See mfia ), it seems as if 
he had recently returned to India and had taken up his residence at Balasor. 
In 1676 his name appears in a list of Freemen, ?.e., Englishmen not in the 
Company’s service, at Balasor, who weie summoned by Sireynsham Master on 
the 15th December and ordered to reside at Foit St. George and not to “ build 
or buy houses in any other place.” Compliance with these lestrictions pro- 
cured them the right to trade to and fro from any Ports or places in the 
Indies, expected [sic] to Tonqueen, Formosa and the Southward of the line, 
and to have the “ benefitt of the Companyes protection in all places.” 


I, About 2 lbs. avoirdupois. See Letter X. 
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The next leference to Walter Littleton is thirteen years later (December, 
1689) when he is* mentioned as a member of a Grarfd Jury at Fort St. George. 
After this date I have found no allusion to him. See O.C. 2199, 2208, 2257, 2332 * 
Dianes of Stieynsham Mastei , ed. Temple, II. 75 (wheie, in a footnote, 
Walter Littleton is confused with Itobeit, brother of Edward Littleton); 
Madras Mayors Cou.t Pioceediny s, 1C89, Records of Fort St. George. 

[Ballasoie 4th November 1674]. 

Mr ltichard Edwards 

Loving and good Su 

I make^bold to trouble you wjth this few Lines, which is in time of 
necessity, as the Reprobates use God Almighty, say there players when they 
stand m need of his help, soe I reckon that I am unworthy to leceive any 
kindnesse from you for not keeping correspondence with such a good fiiend as 
your selfe (which I can doe noe lesse but beg my paidon foi mv Omission. 

Sir, I thought senously that I should have the happines to kisse youi 
hands at Cassumbuzai about 26 daies agoe: (I have not soe miuli time to let 
you understand of my bad successe that was happen to me, goeing aboard the 
Ganges in Ballasoie loade), 1 and if you please to inquire ot Mr Mai shall I 
suppose you may understand. Now Mr Clavell desue me to assist him m 
his Particular business (by leason Mr Jourden 2 3 4 is going to Hugh) 

If you please to send m[ee 4] or 6 paiie of Breeches strings (? white, 
whereof) 2 for a Rupee and 2 peeces of fine sfufts, silke Likewise if you 
please to let me know the price of Raw silk* you will doe me a gieat kindnes, 
and therefore (without Apology) I assuie yoil if any time you can think 
wherein I may be serviceable to you, you may freely command me, as I am, 
Sir 


Your Loving friend and humble servant 

Walter Littleton. 

Pray, Sir, send me 2 paiie of Cassumbuzar Sleepers.^ I doe assure you 
I am very sorry to understand^when I was in England) of Mr Vickers death,* 


1. The writer apparently met with some accident when about to sail to Hugh in the 
Company's sloop Ganges . There are no Consultations or Letter Books extanf for this period 
to elucidate his remark. 

2. Clement Jordan See Letter CLXII. 

3. Slippers made in Kasunbazar. Edwards was kept busy in supplying these 4o his 
friends. See Letters Y, XXXVII, XLII, XLIV, XLIX, L, UI. 

4. For the death of John Vickers at sea, see Letters V, CLXIII. 
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who was a dears friend to me. My humble service to Mr Vincent [andl 
Mr Marshall. Desire you, if you doe intend to send those things above 
mentioned, should be before the ships departure, rest, 

W. L. 

Ballasore the November 4th 1674 
[Endorsed] To Mr Bichard Edwards 

Merchant In Cassumbuzar, 


LETTER CLXXV. 

HENRY CARPENTER TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C 4034). 

Singe le [10] 1 * November 1674 

Mi Richard Edwaids 
Deare Friend 

Yours of 15th past month I have received, at sight of which I was much 
surprized, not haveing soe long had any from you, the which cause I could 
not possablely have Imagin'd, had you hot by youis Inform'd me, the which I 
coijld not read without being as much concern'd as weie you my own Brother, 
and for mine of 25th September^ which you aie pleased to tearm raylery, I 
beg your pardon if any thing unseemly was Contain'd in it. I know not 
what simple idle [ P thoughts] then possess’d me, but after its departure I 
wish'd it againe in my Clutches I must cohfess I gave my pen the more 
liberty, supposeing it might have Undergone the same fate of miscaryage I 
thought severall before had done, not hearemg in so long a time from you. 

But to your Unfoitunate business He assure you I knew nothing of 
till a very few* dayes bejore yours arriv'd, and that was by a Cossid 3 4 which 
caqie from ytmr Factory. To goe about to lett you know how much it 
troubles me would be both Vain and Idle, it being Insignificant to the Salve- 
ing your sore. Though pity is generally the best help a man in trouble shall 
receive from his common Friends, I could wish it lay in my power to serve 
you in some kind or other in it, which if did, you should quickly see me step 
out of this common road, and appear in that of your most devoted adjutors.* 


1. On what evidence this letter hae been allotted in the Records, to the 10th November 
does not appear. 

8. This letter is not extant. 

3. KmU, meeeenger. 

4. A now obeolete term for helper, eeeietant. 
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But what cannot be cured must be endured. I cannot think any English man 
can be so base and Unnaturall as to give an information of that which tendB 
not at all to Company advantage or disadvantage. 1 2 All the trouble and mis- 
fortune is yours, and for any to ad to that by soe base an Action (though I 
f eare 'we have too many Brethren that though unconcern’d love to fish in 
troubled waters) would render himself an uncharitable Divil. In my opinion 
your only way is to bare Up and not be discouraged, seeing [the] thing is 
past recall and will I hope be but a 9 dayes [uondei]. You are not the first 
that has fallen into Lobbs pound 2. 

I am glad you have received those things I sent you. I shall take care 
to procuie you a Carpett according to order. Pray when can, without ading 
to your present trouble, forward me those things writ for. You have Deare 
Friend the present needful from 

Your leall Friend and Servant 

Henry Carpenter. 

P.S. If not too late, pray forbare the girdles, only send a good Mullmoll 3 
Yet, if they are ready, rather then you should Loose by it, i’le take 
them ; they may be of after use, though now of none. 

Idem n. C. 


[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwaido 

Merchant In Cassumbazar 
If absent pray give this Conveyance to him. 


LETTER CLXXYI. 

GEORGE WHITE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 4035). 

Hugly November 11. 1674 

Worthy Freind 

After many longing Expectations, yours of the 24 past came yesterday 
to hand, and truely I am very heartily consern’d for the unfortunate misad- 
venture that has soe discompos’d you from your exact Method of correspond- 
ence, and passionately wish you disintreagu’d 4 from soe unhappy an im- 
broyle. 


1. Carpenter is endeavouring to reassure Edwards that his unfortunate entanglement 
will not be reported to the Court of Committees in England. 

2. Lob's pound signifies, prison, lock-up, and figuratively, an entanglement, difficulty. 
The Oxford English Diet, derives the word from the Dutch lobbe, Norwegian, lubb. 

3. Bee Letter CL. 

4. Disentangled, happily freed from. Intrigue is h$re used in ite (now rare) sense 
of to entangle. 
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The Particulars I writt to you for were recommended to my care by 
several Friends at the Cdast, 1 and Either by you or Mr llai shall I depend 
to bee furnishd with them, that I may not incur r the censure of an unkind 
disapoyntment ; and theiefore what of them Mr Marshall sends me not, 
pray ’Endeavour to pioeure and send me to Ballasore in tyrne to bee forwarded 
by the shipps; but I suppose tis needless now to mind you of it, hoping you 
have allready gratified this my desire. 

Pray in your next send me a coppy of Mr Fieemans invoyce of the Pait«- 
culars he bought foi you, I huveing omitted to Enter it. I am in expectation 
suddenly to Meet my Brother Maishall 2 3 4 at Nuddeah^ where, if t may con- 
veniently bee, I shou’d be very joy full to Enjoy your company, for I really 
am, Sir, 

Your very affectionate Fieind and Servant 

G. White 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant In Cass^mbuzar 

LETTER CLXXYII. 

GEORGE KNIEE TO *RIOJIARD EDWARDS. 

(Ot C. 4038). 

II ugly the 13^7/ November 1674 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Affectionate friend 

I anived here a tuesday at noone, since which time have not had oppor- 
tunity of writeing to you. This is oncly to desire you, if possible procurable, 
to send 50 mds. of Tessinghe Sugar A for it bears a veiy good price here, 
likewise the long peppci. Ckitierinull 5 will lett you have the Sugar at the first 
word, who wtmld have me take 100 mds. along with me and to pay him in 3 
months time. If he be still in the same opinion, pi ay accept of his proffer; 
Likewise? that you woud send a piece of white Taffitie and a piece of silke 
lungecs. 6 This is all at present, onely reme[m]biing my lespects to Mr 
Marshall, Mr Cole, &ca. friends, remaine 

Your very reall and loveing Friend 

Geo: Knife 


1. Madras. 

2. The term * brother ' seems to be used only as a mark of friendship. 

3. Nadia, on the Hugli, between Kasimbazar and the town of Hugli. 

4. This place, which is variously spelt Tessinghe, Tisainda, Tessindia, Tresinddi, etc., 
is not now identifiable. It appears to have been situated in the neighbourhood of Kasim- 
bazar and was noted for its sugar. See Diaries of Streynsham Master, ed. Temple, I. 418n. 

A Chitar Mai See Letter tJXLIX. 

6. For taffety and lunggi, see Letters XIII, XVII, LXXIX, etc. 
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I hope by this time your poor girl is with you againe and that your 
troubles are at an end. Mine is very well, giving her duoy and Salam,i but 
as big as she can tumble, being past bedding for 2 or 3 months. 

Idem 0 E. 

w 

P S Tell Mi Peacliy2 I have sent his chest to liallasore* and Richard 
Mosely that mine end his goods are on boaid of a porgoo^ for Balia- 
sore, onely staying to see the new moone [p]ast 

Pray lett the Sugar be sent downe with all possible Speed 
[Endorsed] To Mr Bichaid Edwards 

Merchant In Cassumbuzar 


LETTER CLXXYIII 

EDWARD READE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(O C 4040) 

Hughj November 18th 1674 

Mr Richard Edwards 1 * * 

Esteemed Friend 

I am veiy senscible of the Gutate doubles lately unluckely fallen upon 
you and most heartily wish jou well quit of them, and then I hope you will 
bee better capacitated to doe your owne and friends business as you desier 

I have received Mi lleivys hat, and will W*e it for him, also have 
retumd you the case by Mr Knipe, and acquainted Mr White what you 
writ. 

Excuse hast, being [up]on dispatch of the Atnvall 4 
I am 

Your reall friend and Servant 

Ed. Reade 

[Endorsed] For Mr Richagl Edwards 

Merchant [In Cassambazar] 


1 Pert du'a and tafam, compliments, literally, benediction and salutation* 

2. For Richard Mosely and Jeremy Peachey, eee letters CXXXVI and CXXXVTJL f 

& A barge* Set Letter LXXX. 

4. One of the Company’s sloop* See Letter XCVIII. 
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LETTER CLXXIX. 

GEORGE KNIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 4041). 

In Hugly the 16 th November 1674. 

Mr Richard Edwards 
affectionate friend 

My last to you was of the 13th current wherein write you about sending 
downe 60 mds : of Tessinghe Sugar. 1 Pray send me downe 50 rads : more 
assone as possible you can, in baggs, at their usuall rate, for I am to have, 
assone as arrivail here, llr: the bag. Therefore if Chittermull will not per- 
forme his promise, 2 3 pray by all means Truck couries for it.3 P/ay be speedy 
in what you doe, for it must be here 15 daies after this date. 

This is all at present from 

Tours to Command 

Geo. Knife. 

[In ? Richard Edwards’s writing] to G. P. that had sent letter to Mr V. 

but 4 5 6 

[No endorsement.] 


LETTER CLXXX. 

GEORGE WHITE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 4042.) 

[If ugly 1 9th November 1674.] 
Sir 

Mr Reade has shewn m£ the postcript of your last lettei to him, adtibe- 
ing you have writt me via Ballasore, whether I am this Eveniug returning, 
and hope to find your letter there, depending allsoe upon your kindness in 
furnishing Every Particular specified in my former Remembrance, to which 
I desire you to add 4 pair handsome Moores slippers, 5 which is all the troble 
I shall now give you, and request that I may have some Opportunity to retri- 
buteG your favour by beeing imploy’d in your Commands at the Coast, if I 
can there bee any Way Usefull to you. 

1. See Letter CLXXVII. 

2. In his previous letter Knipe stated that Cliitar MaJ was ready to provide the sugar 
and to give three months credit for it. 

3. Thoma's Bowrey, who was in Bengal two years later, remarked that cowries "paBse 
very currant by tale” and that 3,200 cowries went to the rupee at that date (Countries 
round the Bay of Bengal , ed. Temple, p. 218 and f.n.). 

4. G. P. stands for George Peacock and Mr V. for Matthias Vincent. The sentence 
is unfinlsned. 

5. Slippers such as those worh by Muhammadans at Kasimbazar. See Utter CLXXIV. 

6. Repay. 

*33 
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I am very glad to heare there is such good hopes of a speedy conclusion 
to your late unhappy misadventure, soe Wishing you continued health and 
prosperous Success, I take leave, Remaining Unfeignedly, Sir 

Your Very Affectionate Servant 
Geo. White. 

Hugly November 19th 1674. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchan[t] In Cassambuzar 


LETTER CLXXXI. 

THOMAS PACE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C 4043). 

Ballasore , November 20 th 1674 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Loving fieind 

Youis of the 28th I have received, AS also the Parcels therein mentioned 
of Mr Vincent and Mr Smi[th]. Your 2 pieces 1 2 * * Cannot yet Sell, but shall 
still Endeavour their Sale; which if r prove ipeffectuall, shall return them 
According to your Order. 

I thank you for your tiouble in the procury of what you Advise, and shall 
Attempt, though peihaps not with that Success, for what you desne out of 
the Ships, 2 and shall as you order, forbear the Arack .3 

I am Sorry for the trouble On you and hope* it may be put to An end> 
which if it may not Overmuch discompose you, I would desire you for our 
Common Advantage to prosecute what before I Advised you of, vizt., the 
Procury of Long pepper^ and for that End I shall now returne to you Rupe. 400 
for my Part, and will do more if you Advise the procury of any greater 
quantity is feizible; And as fast as you Can get it in to Send it for Hugly to 
Await the Opportunity of the Sloopes. 5 I Shall advise you Per the next to 
whose Care you may Commend it there. Mr Reade &ca. Comeing thence, 
there will be possibly none of Your Acquaintance to whom you may with 
Security Consigne it, but in A short Time I shall be Certifyed whom of my 
fieinds from this place may be theie at its Comeing, of whom I will Advise 
you. 

If I Can (As its Possible I may) obtein as much of Mr Clavell As to go 

1 What kind of material is intended does not appear. 

2 The Company’s ships from Europe, the Photnix and Lanmttr. See Letter CLXX. 

3. UroJfc, spirits. See Letters II, CXXXVII. 

4. 84e Letter CLIV. 

5. That is, to await transport of the consignment by the Company’s sloops to Balasor 
and thence to the ships then lading for England. 
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to the Coast (for my healths Sake in the Change of Aiie) on the Company 
Pink, 1 2 to returne by the Same hither, then the Abovesaid Oomodity may prove 
[mor]e Advantageous in Carrying it thither, and the larger quantity will 
Commend2 the profit; but of this Silence, lest it Succeed not. 

I hope the Engageing in buisiness Advantageous may, if not Cleare to- 
tally, yet in Some measuie divert from, Or Envigoratc to beare the better, 
YOU your distraction from your present trouble, ME mine from my illness, 
to both which that there may be a good End is the wishes and desires of him 
that resents 3 your Equally as if his owne discomposuie, being 

Your truly Affectionate fiiend 

Thc : Pace 

If you Can Spare me couple of Small ncatc Pattana Bambo’s 4 * and send them 
downe before the ships [?sail, you] will do me a Gieat kind[ncss]. 

[Idem] T. Pace 

Pray piocure for me 1 bale of Tesscnda Sugar 5 You may receive the 
400 rs. of [Mr] Maishali, Ue b[e]ing Ord[ere]d by Mr Vincent 

if 0 p]»y y° u - 

Idem T P 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant in Cassambazar 


LETTER CLXXXII. 

SAMUEL BULLIVANT TO RICHARD ERWARDS. 

(0. C. 4049). 

Pattana December 13. 1674 

[Mr Richard Edwa]rds 

Respected Freind 

Having this opoitvnity by [ . . . ] an Aimenian, would not omitt giv- 
ing [ . . ] these few lines. My last unto you was the [ . . . ] desired 

you to favour mee so far as to [ Pendeavour] to sell that small Parcell of 
Muske. 6 If [before] this tis done, should bee glad to heaie it [?and now] 
desire you to invest it in what you thinko [Pmoney] shall bee but a smal 
gainer by it. 

[ . . . ] from venturing any thing [in Ballasore (unless] wee have 
Retumes). However, if you [?aie pleased] to send any goods hither or to 

1. The Advice t pink. See Letters CLVI, CLXX. 

2. Pace seems to mean " The larger the quantity, the bigger will be the profit. 

3. Feels. 

4. See Letter CLXIV. 

& See Letter CLXXVII. 

6. Bullivant is referring to his letter of the 4th November. See Letter CLXXIII. 
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Remitt [Pmoney to b]ee invested in Opliium, Msuke, or any [Psuch goods], 
shall use my best indeavours to in[vest itj. This Armenian is a friend of 

Coja 1 * 3 4 [ (w]home Mr Marshall hath seen), who is [P now at] our 

house, and commends him to Mr [ . . . ]. 

I pray my kind respects [Pas well to him] and Lady, Etca. freinds with 
you. No [more at prese]nt» save kind love to your selfo, wishing [ Pyou health] 
and happiness, and an happy issue out of [?your troubles], and subscribe 

Your reall freind to serve you 

Sam: Bullyvant 

[Endorsed] [To Mr] Richard Edwards 
Merchant [I]n C[assu]mbuzar 


LETTER CLXXXIII. 

THOMAS PACE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

( 0 . c. 4053). 

Ballasore, 'December ft l: 1674 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Loveing freind 

After so many letters of mine tl can Scarce have Any more than 
One returne, and that in .Answer to former Ones, the later being either not 
received Or not of Consequence enough (though I Supposed they might) to 
pioduce legard ,2 would make me believe my Selfe Guilty of losing Your 
fieindly Correspondence by Some default on my Part, did I not upon examina- 
tion find all your letters answered; and that I could not Serve you in what 
desired and intended As I piomised, I can without untruth Excuse my Selfe 
by my Owne losse of these veiy Conveniences you desired, it being the General 
fate. 

But I Somewhat more Admire 5 that when you had Given me encourage- 
ment to hope you Could Procure Long pepper for our Joint Account* and I 
had remitted you by Mr Marshall 400 rs. for my ParH ever since the 19th of 
November, 5 that I Can not hear from you whether you can effect Ought in 
this matter. Pray be So kind AJ; least to let me hear from you what you 
have done or can do in this Affaire, the time for the Good Sale of the Above* 
said being like to end with this Monsoone 6 

Your ps. of Stuffe being not Able to Sell, I have returned by Mr Vincent. 

v 

1. Khwaja? probably also an Armenian. It is a pity that both these names are oblitered. 

Z To merit attention. 

3. Wonder. 

4. See (Letter CLXXXI. 

5. The letter referred to is dated 20th November, 1674. 

6. Here used in the sense of 'season.* 
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And though I have beeg So unfortunate not to Serve yon in these matters 
you desired of So little moment, 1 Yet I desire you would endeavour what You 
can as to what I gave you in remembrance at Parting, and have Since de- 
sired. And be pleased to take notice to Mr Peacock that I have not received 
the 20 rs< You ordered him to pay, neither of him nor his Order, Mr Reade 
bringing it not to Account. 

Though I have lost all my powder and Am by that meanes incapable of 
Serving my Selfe or you, I have notwithstanding got A promise from A 
friend that he will from Hugly Send you up Some and Adv»se you of it. 

Pray let me have A line or two from you, and if you have Any Of those 
ps. of Stuffe ready you mentioned in your last* be pleased to Send, as Also the 
Hanger ,2 directing them, As Also (if procured) the long pepper, to Mr Reade 
By this you will Oblige 

Your truly loveing friend 

Tho: Pa( e 

[indorsed] To Mr Richaid Eduun'ls 

Merchant In Cassam bazar 
p 

LETTER OLXXXIY. 

GEOllOE KNIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS 
(0. C. 4074). 

Hugh[e\ the 3// February 1674/5 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Loveing freind 

Wee anived here the 3Gth ultimo, Since which have but little trade, onely 
desiieing you (though I know tis a great trouble) to look after my friend with 
you, hopeing by this time that she is laid on her cot.3 For the trouble you 
are at, I will willingly * pay double the Same if it lies in my power. Pray 
present my IJmble Service to Mr Vincent, Mr Marshall, Mr Littleton* your 
Selfe, Mr Cole, Aca, being theirs and 

Yours most ready Servant to Command 

Geo: Knipe 

The Dutch Japan ships are arrived .4 

Id. G. K. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant In Cassambussar 


*1, These unimportant concerns. 

8, A short sword, originally hung from the belt. 

3. Khat, bedstead. See Letter XXII. 

4. The Dutcbefteet bringing a cargo from Japan. 


24 
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LETTER CLXXXV. f 

GEORGE KNIFE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 4078). 

Hugly the 15 Fehruaty 1674/5 

Ur Richaid Edwaids 

Affectionate friend 

Youis of the 10th Current is come to hand, wlieiein undeistand of my 

being delivered of a girle, 1 which is neither good nor bad newes, 

butt rathei of the two bad, for I would lathei had a boy. Maes eu que logo 
fese povre quoglado.2 

I am veiy glad you have cleaied my Account vith Hardass Nauger.3 I 
would with all my heart send you some money foi my expcnces with you* but 
that I have scaice 10 ru. by mee at Piebent, but in shoit time Bhall, and then 
will Supply you. 

This is all at piesent Desiieing still to continue our free and Brotheily 
fieindsliip, So lemain 

Youi assured leall fnend to Comand 
Geo: Knipe 

[ . . . ] my Cozen &ea. fiiends. 4 

Idem G K 

{Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwaids 
Mei chant In Cassumbazar 

LETTER CLXXXVI. 

THOMAS PACE TO RICnARD -EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 4079). 

Ballawie, Febiuaty the 2[l*f] 5 1674/5. 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Loveing freind 

I hope that by Mr Dar[Pley6 when] he Comes I may heare from you. 
Otherwise twould Give me A Suspicion that theie may be Some mistake 7 

1. See the notice of Knipe (Letter,CXXXVI) for his legacy to this daughter who was 
named Rebecca. She married Robert Fox at Fort St. Oeorge on the 1st September, 1691. 

2. But then I may have been a poor ? The last word does not appear in any Portuguese 
or other dictionary that I have consulted. 

3. Hira Das Nagar. 

4. MosJ, of the postscript is illegible and there is no clue to the identity of the “ Cozen.” 

5. The 3gure following the 2 is illegible.. The letter has been calendared 22nd 
February, but an endorsement in Richard Edwards's hand gives the 21st February. This Is 
the last letter extant from Pace. He died shortly afterwards. 

6. Thfs partly illegible word seems to be Darley. , Joshua Darley was appointed 
“ Chaplain to the Bay " on the 13th Feb., 1674 (Court Boole , vol, 28, p. 195). 

7. Misunderstanding. 
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betwixt Us, but hoping, I^would desire You, i I the Sword 1 he done, to Send 
it, As Also A white piece of Stuff 1 desiied of you that may be ready. I 
would Also desire to know what T must Credit you for those things I received 
of you. I ho[pe] you have Satisfyed Your Selfe of George Peacock that [he] 
paid me not the 20 rs .2 

This is all from 


Your Loveing fieind 
Tjio: Pace 


[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant In Cass[am]bazar 


LETTER CLXXXVI1. 

JEREMY PEACI1IE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

((). C. 40*1). 

[Jeremy Peach ie (or Peachey] was elected wiiter on the 25th October 
1072. His seouiities, appioved nil "the 15th (November, wcio 44 John Peachie, 
Doctor of Physick, and Fiancis Eads, Apothecaiy.” He ai lived in India on 
the 27th June 1G76, was sent to Bengal, and was employed at Balasor and 
liugli until November 1676 when he was settled at the latter place. In 1677 
he Vas guilty of acts of iiregularity. lie “ picked the look” of the “ Water 
Gate * between ten and eleven at night, “ tlie Poiteis haveing after 9 a Clock 
brought him the Keyes as usually,” and aent off without permission. His 
offence was the gieater as he was in charge # of Richaid Moseley and John 
Norton, who weie confined m the factoiy fm “ abuseing the Company and tlieir 
servants” to Malik Zindi the native governor. On this occasion Peachie was 
away for 15 days “ on his one business ” Thiee months latei > in July 1677, 
during the absence of his supeiiois at Balasor, lie attempted to ship 100 bags 
of his own rice on the Company’s sloop (hinge s’, and had he been successful, 
would have delayed the ship to the Company's detiiment. For these and 
other “ Iiregulaiities " he was “soundly checked” and “nideied to give a 
pass Acknowledging his faults and that he would be moie Conformable to 
orders in the future.” 

In 1678 Peachie, who had tranaciibed the liugli Diary and Consultations 
for 1677, was sent to Kasimbazar for a month to fulfil a like duty in the place 
of Thomas Collins deceased. In January 1679 he was appointed Second at 
Patna undeV Job Cliarnock. Four years later, in 1686, he was transferred to 
Malda where he succeeded Samuel Hervy as Chief. Malda factor^ was dis- 
solved during the war with the Mughal’s forces in 1685-1687, and when the 
Court ordered its resettlement in 1688, they intimated their intention to 


1. The u hanger,” for which see letter CLXXXIII. 

2. See Letter CLXXXIII. 
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" incourage faithfull Persons as Mr Peachy ” whorj they deemed suitable for 
the Chiefship. Peachie accordingly returned to Malda and remained in favour 
until 1693 when he was accused of extravagant expenditure. In January 
1695 he was sent to Fort St. George to have “ his charge adjusted ” and was 
Suspended from his office until his accounts were “ cleared.” He failed to 
give a satisfactory explanation of the errors in his factory books and his 
answer to a bill preferred against him in the Court of Admiralty was deemed 
insufficient. Therefore, having u misbehaved himself* acting contrary to the 
trust in him reposed, he was dismissed the service, but was allowed to remain, 
as a freeman in Madras. In December 1700 the Court ordered his account 
to be 4< state?!,” and a sum of <£224. 15. 11 found to be due to him was paid 
to his legal iepresentatives in England. 

Jeiemy Peachie died at Fort St. George on the 16th April 1702. lie was 
unmarried and he left no will. Administration of his effects was granted to 
his brother Samuel on the 15th March 1704, but as late as July 1708 Samuel 
Peachie was still petitioning the Court 1 2 3 for what due to his late brother 
factor in the Bay.” See Court Booh , vols. xxviii, xxxvi, xxxix, xl; Factory 
Records , Dacca* vol. I, Miscellaneous, Ilia,. Forf St. George , viii, xi, xii, 
Hugh , i, iv; Letter Bool-, vol. viii, pp. 574, 577; Yule, Hedges 1 Diary , I. 93, 
103, 142, II, 261; Diaries of Stteyns)iam Matter,* d. Temple; P.C!C. y 
Admons.']. 

Hugly the 31 Fehiuaiy 1674/5 

Mr Itichard Edwards 

Esteemed Friend 

In remembrance of our former acquainteanee, I give you the trouble of 
these lines. Our Voyage 1 was unpleasand, occationed for want of lime water. 
I had put a bot[tle] in the [ . . . ], but aboard found not £?any]. 

I have here with Mrs Nayleor2 sent back what things brought away; 4 
plates and Silver Spoone, 2 Empty Bottles and a Cover for Dishes* which is 
all excep 3 Bemolls3 that are at the washermans, which you may Expe[c]t 
Per the Next. I forgott at my Comeing away to Spake to you a bout your 
washerman, but hee acknowlidgin that Hee had lost my Coate and was willing 
to bee cut offe two llupees, it restes in your Boasome to doe mee that favour. 

Pray acquaint Mr Smith that I have ordred a laste to be made, and 
with all conveniant Speede Shal[l] get his Shooes made and send them* which 
is what offers, Save Servis ifo] Mr Vincent and his Lady, Mr Littleton and 
his, and Mr Marshall, with Dew respectes to all our friends with you, I leave 

1. From what follows, Peachie eeeme to have paid a visit to Kasimb&zar and to 'have 

recently returned to Htrgli. , 

2. Wife of John Naylor, the Company's silk-dyer at Kgsimbhtar. 

3. Hind, rumal, kerchief. 
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to trouble you 1 2 3 4 and period#with this Benediction, Live Longe, [ } 

and be happfy is the . . . ] wishes of 


Your friend and Servan[t] to Command 
Jere Pea[chi]e * 


[Endorsed] Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant In Cassumbuzar Present 


LETTER CLXXXV11I. 

EDWARD READE TO RKTIARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 40S1). 

H ugly March 18fA : 1674/6 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Esteemed friend 

I have made enquiry about the paicell sent by Mr Hervy, and the peon 
tells mee that it was delivered at Minladpore^ In a peon who is of kin to Colly 
Caune, 5 and from him hope you will have received it ere this. 

At my goeing to Ball[asore] I gave you the trouble to buy mee [Psorae 
. . . . ];4 have forgot what you disbursed] for mce. P[ray let me] know 
what it was, that I may make you satis[fa]ction» the trouble it’s selfe being 
an obligation on 

Your reall friend and Servant 
Edw: Reade 

[Endorsed] For Mr Richard Edwards 
Merchant In Cassumbuznb 


LETTER CLXXXIX. 

henry Carpenter to rjchard edwaiids. 

(O.C. 4090). 

Singee le 4th May 1675. 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Loveing friend 

This serves only as a duplicate to my last to you, which was of the 20th 
past month, 5 in which acquainting you of Mr Peacock’s denying to owe you 


1. I forbear troubling you further And close. 

2. Mirdaudpur. 

3. Kalu Khan. See Letters LX1II,. CXX. 

4. Some words are torn away.* Reade is probably referring to the bamboos asked for 


tn Letter CLX1V. 

5. This letter defes not exist. 


26 
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thing, and must, *it seems, be putt in mind oi circumstances of the Debt ere he 
pay it. I tooke this opportunity also to lett you know it, feareing my last 
might miscarry as well as scverall others formerly. 

ftoe moie but kind Salutes, with wishes for your health, Remaine 

At your Command 

Henry Carpenter. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant In Cassumhazar 


LETTER CXC. 

JOHN SMITH TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C. 4091). 

j II ugly May 22 d. 1675. 

Mr Richard Edwaids 
Good fieind 

Paidon mee that I have not uiitt you Since my anivall from the Coast. 
I assuie you want of timtf and oppcitunity was the cause of it, beside Rumo di- 
fferences created by Mr Clavells not obeying the Agents orders. l 

I am lesolved by next shippa for the Eoit 2 God willing, and I shall want 
money to adjust with some creditors, which they made o great ciime my last 
Voyage; therefore, pray use your utmost endeavours speedily to send mee what 
you ow mee. I would not presse you to it were I not much necessitated as now 
I am. Therefore, I begg you will not faile to send mee all, or at the least 15 
o[r 16]00 Rs., [? as] Mr Hervey by a letter to Mr Mohurf prevented my Re- 
ceiving that debt, which hee declared would have paid, had not«that letter for- 
bid him. 

I would bee glad to here some news fiom you. Mr Read hath surprised 
mee with the suddennesse of his Cosseds goeing, soe desire you excuse hast. 


1. In December, 1674, Smith left Balasor without permission and went to Madras in 
a ‘country ship,” ostensibly to recover debts that he alleged to be due to him there; but 
his primary object was to lay his grievances before the authorities at Fort St. George. Sir 
William Langhorne and his Council found "much of private matter" in the “feuda” of 
“ long standing in the Bay," but Smith managed to make out a case for himself. He returned 
to Bengal with orders for his reinstatement as Chief at Dacca.. These orders were # disre- 
garded by Clavell who insisted on waiting for instructions from the Court of Committees. 

2. Smith's intention to make a second voyage to Fort St. George was frustrated. 

3. Richard Mohun, Chief at Masulipatam. 
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Pray tell Mr Cole an£ Mr Harding 1 2 3 1 have brought some money for them 
from the Coast which lie pay to there order if theile give mee up my Receipts. 

I rest 

Your assured freind and Servant to my utmost power 

John Smith. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant In Cassambazar 


LETTER CXCL 

GEORGE KNIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. • 

(O.C. 4092). 

11 ugly the 2“W/ Way 1075 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Affectionate Friend 

Yours of the 27th ultimo is long Since [come to] hand, which in like 
manner should have answered, if [ P heard of] the Cuspid's goeing. U may 
bee I told you that Seram [ P pore] remaynes was but 12 is .2 1 should also have 

spoke [to Mr] Vincent about Celyarn Banyan^ butt 1 must tol[l you] the 
plaime truth of it, I was troubled to the veiy [ ? l^art] to see how things did 
goe with mee when I le[ft Ballasore] so that I did forgett it. 

I tlianke [you for] the Slippers you sent mee, and shall [ ] thereof 

send you 0 paire shoes according to your [P icqucst] assooue as can gett them 
ready, as likewise [....] who doored my - - when left Cossum- 

bazar, [to] uliome piay give my boot doa Sallam, 4 5 as ldv[ewise] that of my 

. Concerning my likeing of [ . . . ] tmly pi illy well, if could butt 

live quietly, but [? here] is nothing but heaitburning and Strife* so that th[is 
. . . ] I know (if ^ had money), could gett more here than [at] Cassum bazar, 
yet would rather to take my ease and quiet [and]ly upon a Be Id of Straw then 
to tumble and torme[nt my] selfe on a feather bed Strow’d with Coiceatah .5 
As for newes, truly though we have it sooner [than] you, ye I nltogeather 


1. James Harding, elected writer 1st November, 1671. He was *ent to Kasimbazar in 
1674. See Diaries of Streynsham Master, ed. Temple, II. 19n. 

2. Serafnpur, Bouth of Hugh, where the Danes established a factory .i few months 
later. Knipe Beems to mean that only 12 rupees-worth of goods in which he and Edwards were 
interested were remaining at Serampur. 

3. Sibrum (Shiv Ram), a banya or Hindu trader. 

4. Bahut dua salam, best compliments. See Letter CLXXVIII. 

5. Probably an allusion to the kkoriya ceremony at some Hindu weddings. Tbe sense 
would be ‘a feathet bed strewn with young women in male attire.’ 
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as pnvate I suppose you [know Low] it goes with Mr Hall and Mi. Smith.* 
Pi ay ieceiv[e of] t heeteimull.2 8 Its for a peece of clunt bought of mee. 

[I] should bee veiy glad to see you come with Mr Vfmcent] Aca hither, 
being all at pi esent from 

Yom assuted Loveing [friend] to serve you 

Geo: [Knipe] 

Pray in youi next tell mee how [you] like weavers and Thio[w]sters 3 
Idem G K 

[Endoised] To Mi John Marshall Merchant Second for the honble. Compa- 
nies Aftanes In Cassumbazai with a [® perwannaj I * 3 4 


LLlTElt CXCII 

GEOltGL IvXIPL TO RICHARD EDWARDS 
(OC 4091) 

Hugly the 30 th May 1675 

Esteemed Friend 

Youis of the 25th Cunent have received I am glad you received the 
Slippeis of Mi Gieenlull, 5 butt soiy to sec he haxl no more witt butt to lett them 
come to the view of all people 

I have received the 4 ^timgs, as also to more Jura que Chura sent tq ho- 
mora Jura I thank you \ery kindly for both, and hummora boot doa and Sal 
lam to you 6 

I am glad youi man is ai rived fiom Smdree 7 The pilses of goods aie [as] 
followeth, \i7i 

Tutanague 8 30iu the [ma]und'ieady money, but fine 


I Pending definite ordeia from the Company, the Council at Fort St George had 
recommended that John Smith and Joseph Hall, who had been suspended ’for mismanage 
ment and insubordination, should bo temporarily restored to their posts * 

2. Chitar Mai 

3 Piobably an allusion to Michael Loveney (or Lovely) and Peter Famll, weavers, and 
Daniel Singer and John Griffith, thiowsters, who all appear to have been sent to Kasimbazar 
early in 1675 Two of them had previously been soldiers See Dianes of Streynsham 
Ai aster, ed Temple, I 497 498 

4 Pers parwana, an order, official letter Kmpe’s letter to Edwards seems to have been 
enclosed with an officnl document to John Marshall 

5 Edward Greenhill, a “Freeman” of Masuhpatam See Dianes of Streynslam Master, 
ed Temple, II 105 

6 This paragraph Bhould run — “I have received the 4 strings, as also tumhart joru k% 

chun (your wife’s bracelets) sent to haman jont (my wife) I thank you very kindly for 
both, and hamara bahut dua salam (my best compliments)/' * 

7. Singhiya See Letter CLIV 

8 Tutenaga, spelter 
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Tinn 26 : 

Copper 36 : 

pepper 12 : 

Sandall wood 24 Rupees the maund. 

Per thin boat I have sent you 55 peeees of lead* weighing the weight 60 
maunds, 13 Sear, which desire you to putt of assoone as possible (it cost me 8 
iu; the maund), that is, in tru[c]k for Sugar of the Coursest sort, to be here 
in llugly [by the mjiddle of October. Good freind, I desire you frie[ndly to] 
dispose [. . . ajssoone [as possijble [Y may bjee for I [? shall require] the 
Sugar here in the begining of November, as also( in case you canpot pull it oh, 
pray take up so much money at Interest as the lead cost mee and Send it downe 
in Sugar, and I will roadily pay it. Pray wide me the price of the Sugar per 
next; the Soonei you gett the Sugar the bettei. 

if your man comes downe I shall see to get what goods and what quantity 
you desire* but for [ .... ] concerned in good truth this yeare hath almost 
bro[ke]n my back, theiefcre cannot meddle will it, being aU at present from 
Youi leall fiiend and Servant 

Gko: Knife 

[Pia]y doe what you can in disposajl [ol mj\ Cozen Smythsl ('hank. 1 2 3 

IdCK. ^ 

[My] Service to Mr Vincent, Mr Marshall [ . . ] &ca in [ . . . ]. 

The Charges o[f] the boat hence towards you is 6 Rs. [....] 

[On reverse] There is in the [ ? boat] 4 peeces Sale cloth and 2 matts foi Mr [E. 

Lijttleton. 

Assoone fts the Cofssid u»tu]rncs thether, pray send [ ]. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant In Cassambazar 


LETTER CNCIII. 

GEORGE KNIFE To RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(O.C. 4107). 

Hughj the 29 th August 1[676] 


Mr Richard Edwards 


Loveing friend 

Yours of the 26th Current is come to hand [wherein I] see Sheak 
atcliee^ is falno from his bergain[e, and] haveing no remedy to mal^e him per- 
forme [? the same], I desire and order you to sell the lead for what yo[u ? can 


1. Smith may be the “ cozen ” mentioned by Knipe in Letter CLXXXV, bqt the term 
only implied intimacy. 

2. Sankh, conch-shell. 

3. Shekh HSji. 9 


26 . 
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get] and Invest the mony into Sugar assoone as possibly y[ou can], for time 
glows neaife], 1 and I should have it downe here [by the] begining of Novem- 
ber; therefore pray be Speedy [in what] you doe. Be sure to put up the Sugar 
in ©quail piopofitions], that is, 2 mdb 13 s. in a bag, and that it be well put up 
in [P strong] Gunny. 2 * * * 

For my wine, the Canaiy cost mec 6 iu., the [ . . . ] in Madias, and the 
Rhenish b\ ru. If you ca[n get] raoie foi it, pray sell it so, but not under. 

You may remember in one of my ffoimei] letteis I wiite to you to leceive 
of Chectenmill [8 is ]3 foi a pern? ot Hunt he had of mee 

Nothing else at pieseni, hopeing to be with you by the end of next month 
for 2 or 3 daies, remay ne 

You i ready fnend 

Geo: Knipe 

If you or Mr Vincent desires to have any Copper or Tutanague, it is very cheap 
[ ? here* Copper] at 34 and Tutanague at 27 ru. the maund. 

Idem G K 

[....] boot doa and SallanH to [. . . ] Sugar is good [?] piice I am [. . . ] 

contented. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Meiohant In Ca&sambuzai 


LETTER CXCIV. 

HENRY CARPENTER TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(O.C. 4208) 

Hughj h 30 tit August 1675. 

[Mr Richard] Edwaids 
[Esteeme]d Friend 

Sir, These are to desire you per first to send, if can with Conveniency, 
the 2 pair Breeches strings, and if not already done, to give order about the 
Belt I desired, 5 [? the] which J would, if possible, be possessor off ere my Lea- 
veing this place. Pray let the Peeter 6 be at least 2 tinge is broad and about 2 
and half coveds long, 7 and the peece for stiapps about the same lcnght and half 
as broad. 


1 The time of the arrival of the Company's ships from Europe. , 

2. Hin<t gom , sacking. 

3. The amount is given in Letter CXCI. 

4. See Letter CXCII. 

5. The letter containing the request for these articles does not exist. 1 

6 By 1 " Peeter" the writer seems to mean belting, something akin to the modem waist- 
webbing known as Petersham. 

7. Abont 2 yds long A coved (covado) was 18-27 in. 
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Pray please, if to be had, with the other things to send half a peeee of led 
slite stuff for Yallens 1 for curtains. Tis for a small Cannapy, soe that a small 
matter of it will be suffitient. Perhapps you may have a Remnant by you. 

Sir, what account after procury of these things shall be between us, \ shall 
tha[n]kefully follow your order q, eithei in paying it Lei e to whom you shall 
appoint, or in piocureing any thing you shall desire in Ballasore, whether sup- 
pose aui shortly goeing, wheie youi commands shall always be most well- 
come [to] Sir 

Youi highly obloiged Friend and St*i\«mt 

III MIY ( \im\ Jhli 

11 any by you, send me [. . . ] Collobotty gold 2 * toi [ . . . ] 

Idem H 0 

[On ieveise] ]T[hc inclosed pi ay delivei to Mi Nalei.3 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Mm chant In Cassambazai 


LETTER CXCY. 

EDM EX D LEUDEN TO-RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(U. V. 4112). 

[liallatoK : 13 th SeyUnnbe) 1GT5] 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Respected ficnnl 

A litle aftei Mi Paces death 4 5 I leeeived toi him two swoids,^ sent I 
suppose by you; theiefme proy send nice woid how accounts stand with him, 
being I am an Oveiscei 6 and makcing up his accounts, which wilbe veiy 
difficult to finish, if those in the Lay with whome he hath dealcings dont 
help mee, being all Vis busines since October last me in loose papers. 

Pray send my Wife hir song booke you borrowed at If ugly, and tell mee 
what is become of my Nimchaes. 7 Jf you want any thing heie 1 can help 
you to, write, and it shall he sent you by 

Youi assured tieind to command 

Edmund Bugden 


1. Thin material for \ a lance (drapery). 

2. KaUbwttun, twisted gold and Rilk thread. See Letter CXII. 

3 John Naylor, dyer 

A See Letter LXXX. 

5. One of these was probably the “ hanger” mentioned in Letter CLXXXIII. 

6. By “overseer” is meant a person formerly appointed by a testator to supervise or 
assist the executors of a will. 

7. Hind, nmcha, a dagger. 
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Ballasore : 

13th September : 1675 
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Ed vi aids 

Met chant In Cassanibazar 


LETTER CXCYI 

SAMUEL Bl LLI\ ANT TO RICHARD EDWARDS 
(() t 4113) 

Sing ce 20 Septembei 167 [5] 

Mr Richard Edwaids 

Respec t( d Eieiml 

I liaye not of late pwutten] to you, not having any thing material] [?but] 
suppose (not healing from you) my [?musk] is as yet unsold 1 I lia^e in- 
tentions to s[end] it to England These aie theiefoie t[o 'bequest 
] whome I now wnte about it 

My [service] to All \ lucent, Mi Maishall, paiticulailv Mi Littleton 
and his Lady, and piay des[ne] Mi Littleton, if those few bottles of imn[ej, 
so long since piomised to send bee in [his] hands, that bee would fotwaid 
them to [me] by the pumo oppoitunity of boates 

Not [else s]a\e kind icspects to yom selfe and subsuibe 
Youi ie[al fieind] to s[ene you] 

S \MI Biii\v\>t 

[Endorsed] For Mr Rk haul Edw ai ds 

Meuh nit Iti ( iss'mibu/ai • 


LETTER CXCYII 

EDMUND BIDDEN TO RICHARD EDWARDS 
(O C 4124) 

Ballawie. 2d Novembei 1675 

Mr Richard Edwards 
Respected freind 

Yours of the 22th past month receded with your account of Mi Paces, 
for which ha\e credited you ‘35 r 10 a and he in his account makes you 
Debtor 57 ru , so there will be due to him 21 ru 6 a His account of your 
being debited to lum is at the bottom of the letter concerning the Rosewater 
remaining m your hands , do not doubt but you will do him what right may 
be 


1 Bee Letter CLXXXII 
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My Wife thankes you. heartily for your remembrance of hir. Tkre 
bookei is received. Concerning the Nimchaes,2 J leave the Price to you; 
Never any sold under 1| r. Per peice ; some hath been for 2r. The Musk 
shalbe dellivered Mr Carpenter as per order. 

At Present have not elce to advise, but what powder you have writt for 
shall Procure, and tell you that I remain 

Your assured freind and servant 

Edmund Bugden 

pray, neighb[oJur, s[e]nd me [^before the ships goe] *0 or 20 fine Pattana 
Switches .3 

1673/ 4 Richard Edwards Hr Cr. 

r. a. r. a. 

Jan : 1st To Ballasore account 16. 1 Per 1 bale sugar received of 

„ To short charges Mr Byam 9. 4 

account arrack 10. - 

[Septeuijbei 8. To seve rails bought * 

for you at times 40. - 

Rs. • 66. 4 # 


[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant In Cassam bazar 


LETTER CXCVTII. 

MATTHIAS VINCENT TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(O. C. 4126). 

Cassambazar 5 November 1675 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Respected Good Friend 

I hope this will meet you after all trouble past in the way up> safely 
arrived in Pattana, where I desire you to make your abode as short as the 
businesse I have desired you to Performe will suffer you. If, when you come 
down (it bqjng a quick Oolauck 4 you are upon), you could ly short of 
Rajamaull till about midnight, haveing well rested your men on purpose be- 

J. The “song booke.” See Letter CXCV. 

2. Daggers. See Letter CXCV. 

3. Of Patna bamboo. See Letter CLXIV. 

4. Utah, See letter CXIV. 
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,foye hand, so that you might by 2 the Shauhns 3 between that and three in 
the morning, you would be sooner heie and avoid a great deal of trouble there, 
the Dutch Patelloes 4 * you left tlieie being not cleered to this day. I leave it 
to you, well knowing you use not to come short in any things of this nature. 

Pi ay remember me kindly to Mi Dully vant, and tell Stephen Gwy Ilyin 6 
he need not have uot Mr Bully vant to have cased 6 his Europe letters, it being 
against my principles (though not against Mi Halls) 7 to stop or intercept 
letters. I am the willinger to let him know this, having seen a letter of his 
to Mr Cole, whereby lie seemes to be a well enclmed youth and possibly may 
be only mistaken in me, and not so gio muled as the Gent 8 9 * be lived with in 
(and by whose maiiageing [o]t hi[m] he was lemoved from) Ballasoie.9 

I wish you much bettei health and remaine, as you may assure youi 
self you shall allwaies find me, maugre whatever you have been buzzed in 
the ear to the Contrary 

Your affectionate and very leall Eiiend 

Matts: Vincent 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards 

Merchant Piesent In Pattana 

[Also endorsed by Richaid Edwaids] hom Mi Vincent, leceived m Pattana 
November 17 ; 75, dated Novembei 5. 


NETTED CXC1X. 

GEORGE WHITE TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(0. C 1146). 

Balla^oie Ditrmbcr 8 [1675] 

Mr Richard Edwards 

Worthy and truely Respected Fieind 
I have b[oth your] kind letters of the 17 and 2G past, with the specified 
Particulars] from Mr Bugden. Foi your care and kindness in [the pro- 
vision thereof I give you my due thanks and am very [boiry] you were not 
correspondently Seiv’d in those things [you] lecommended to me, the blame 

2. “Slip” or “pass unobserved” seems to be omitted. 

3. Hind, shahna, patrol, watchmen. 

4. A large flat-bottomed boat, patela, used for the transport of saltpetre from Patna. 

5 Stephen Gwilhams See Letter XCIX. 

6 Enclosed with his own 

7. Joseph Hall, who was violently antagonistic to Vincent. 

8. TJhe sense seems to be, “has not so much grounds for his suspicion of me as of the 

Gent, Ac. c 

9. Gwilliams had only recently been sent to Patna. The 14 Gent ” referred to was pro- 

bably Hall. 
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whereof I hope you will not in the least impute to me, in Reguard I was ne- 
cessitated to imploy a second hand th[erein, my] indispensable Occasions ilot 
permitting m[e to go] in Person to Metchlepatam, 1 2 3 which, however, 1 
sbo[uhl have] thought needless, such was my confidence in] Mr Freemans 
Freindship ,2 and truely I am [loth] yet to Entertaine any other Opinion of 
hfim], but for both yours and my better satisfaction sha[ll] discouise him 
about it when God pleases to Ariv[e] me at the Coast, whether 1 am now 
bound [in the] English shipp9 .3 

I am very much Rejoyc'd to understand [youi] hopes of A speedy com- 
posure of your late [unhappy] imbioyle and wish it Perfectly accomplish’d 
[. y and buried] in Oblivion. And here 1 might very Oppeilu[nety offer] jou 
my fieindly Advice to apply this Tnluppy ac[eident] as a caveat 4 5 to secure 
you fiorn fuithei adventuring on such Eminent hazaids. Rut I suppose 't is 
[Ifriow] unnecessary to use any Arguments, foi sad [experience] teaches the 
burnt Chylde to dread the fire. 

1 take it as a great Evidence of youi Ficfindsliip] that you aie pleased 
to disclose your thoughts with m> [much] freedom? to me, and 
though I dare scaise ad[ventuie] to offer you my advice in a eonserne of such 
Import. yet I may not omitt to give you my ^e[nse] oi it and tell you that 
I can by noe meaner* encoiuage you to deseit your* imploy in hopes to better 
jour self? by turning Freeman, for besides that wee who pass unde[r] th[at] 
Ap[pel]lation are now soe numeious that oui Sei vices are hecofme] cheape and 
< ontemptible, the tiade is allsooe generally sod decay'd and dead that the play 
is scaise woith the Cand[le], nor know I now any Voyage considerably 
benifi[cial] except that of Persia, which I think allsoc has passd the meii- 
dian and is declining, and on shoaie, umlei tlie jurisdiction of a Chiefe, 1 
suppose you cannot v\ [ell ] imaginine [ak ] any piohahillity of an advantageous] 
settlement when mu of the line of communication, sin[ce] I beleive you find 
it difficul T Enough now you are within the Paile of the Chinch. 6 Upon 
the mallei, therefore, tis my Opinion that you think? not of alltering your sta- 
tion where* [although you may not yet [have] attain’d what is both your 
due and desert, Yet I canno[t] doubt but youi Abillityes will he taken ftotice 
of to your Speedy preferment, which I heartily wish you, with all prosperous 
success in your proceedings. 


1. Masuhpatam. 

2. For Kobert Freeman, see Letter XVII. 

3. The Anne and the Loyall Subject commanded by Captain Zachary Browne and 
Captain William Goodlad. 

4. Warning. 

5. White was trading in India without the Company’s sanction. See Letter XXIV. 

6. A satirical reference to the Company’s service. 



108 BENGAL: PAST $ PRESENT. 

Mr Clavell bee mg busily imploy’d, I have Addressd my selfe to Mr 
♦khn Smith foi more Perfect notices of your conserne with Mr Langston, 1 and 
have from him Received an Invoyce of all sent up for account of himself e, 
you and Mr Bugden. But as to yours in Particular, it gives me noe more 
light than your foimei Advice. However, I will again endeavour all I 
possibly can for Recoveiy of what due to you and advise you of the success by 
the first fioin Metehlepatam, till when I take my leave, Kindly Saluteing you 
and resting* Sir 

Youi affectionate Fieind and Seivant 

Geo : Wuit[e] 

I shall demand \oui 8 Rupees of Mr Fieeman. 

[Endorsed] To Mr Richaid Kdwnids 

Mcichant In Cassambazai 


LETTER CC. 

JOHN NAYLOR TO RICHARD EDWARDS. 

(O C. 4162). 

r • 

[At a Couit of Committees held on the l<Sth Nouuubei, 1G70, John Naylm, 
who was bom c. 1G 46, agicod to seive the Company as a silk-dyci foi four yc.us 
at a salary of £50 pei annum, p;ut of whirli was to bo paid in England and 
the rest in India. On reaching Madias, he w r as sent on to Bengal in the Samp- 
son, in August, 1671, with “one he recommends*,” mz., Richard Moseley who 
had come to India as a soldier Naylor’s capabilities in his trade do not ap- 
pear to have been great. In August 1672 Matthias Vincent reported that he 
“only dyes blacks,” and two years later (February 1674) the Cdancil at liugti 
found that “ omissions in dying stuff ” were due to Naylor’s “ negligence,” and 
they informed the Couit that be “ does not pretend to dye colours and has been 
very unsuccessful in that, so lias been put to other work.” In reply, the Court 
ordered that, since lie was “ noe aitisl,” he should be dismissed. In the folloiv- 
ing year (December 1676) the oiders were repeated, and the Council at Hugli 
was directed to send the dyei who was found “ unfitt for that woike he w r ent 
out for ” either to England or to Foit St. George. 

Meanwhile, howevei, Naylor seems to have become more proficient in his call- 
ing. He had married and had settled down in Bengal, and wdien Streynsham Mas- 
ter paid visit of inspection to Kasimbazar in October 1676, he petitioned that, 
since he had served the Company two years longer than his “Contracted time” 


1. See Letter GXLV. 
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and w as now “married and hath his family here with him” he might have the 
wdiole of his salary paid to him in India. The request was thought reasonable 
and was granted “ soe long aahe shall behave himself well in his imployment." 

In 1678, and again in 1G76, Naylor was called upon to give evidence regard- 
ing charges brought against his Chief nt Kusiuibazar. In August IG73 he* 
with Geoige Ivnipe and Diehard Moseley, declared Matthias Vincent innocent 
of causing the death of jRaghu tiro (Wipam's poddar or cashkeeper, wdio was 
said to have died after a flogging administeied by Vincent’s orders, and in 
October 1G7G, when Slieynsham Mu4<m was conducting an enquiry into the 
incident, Xavloi repealed li is evidence In ihe same month, since he had been 
resident at Kasimba/ai “all Mi Vincents time except the first Three weekes, 
lit was called upon to suppoit or refute the charge that the Chiefs house was a 
lesnit of papists Again his evidence was in Vincent’s favour. Finally, when 
Vincent bi ought n counter charge against Joseph Hall, who had been aspersing 
linn to the (Wit at home Nnvloi deposed that Hall had admitted his wish to 
defraud the Com pan \ but had bet*n fiustiated in his design by Vincent. 

In 1678 i\a\loi and his wife went to Hugh taking with them their son 
Thomas, who was to go to England m IJie Sm t fy, together with Edward Little- 
ton’s voung daughter, for their “ Tvluculmn «md TnstiiK lion.” In 1G80 Nay- 
lor petitioned the Company to be confirmed “ (Inei Dyer,” but the Court re- 
plied (.January 1681) that, tbouglr lie was “the eldest” dyer, there wus “no 
ptecedency in that Hade and he can have no otliei preferment” nor he per- 
mitted to “ send pmhibited goods be\oml wind allowed” Naylor had already 
been cairymg on private tiaile, and on the (Wit’s refusal to promote him, be 
threw in his lot with the “ iAteilnpcis.” lie w T as, in consequence, dismissed by 
Agent William Hedges and sent to Jlalnsor to embark on the homeward bound 
ships in 1688. He managed to escape and returned to Kasimbazar as agent for 
the private traders. In March 1(384 he was “ clapt into prison ” by the native 
governor the town and only procured his release by a heavy fine. Shortly 
aftei, lie was m unlc red wdiile acting as supercargo of a sloop belonging to John 
Davies, one of the “ inetrlopers.” 

There is no mention of Mrs Naylor after 1080, but in November 1688, Elea- 
nor Naylor, probably her daughter, was married to John Pounsett at Fort St. 
George. Of John Naylor’s parentage nothing has been ascertained. The only 
person mentioned in connection with him in England is Elizabeth Short to 
whom part of liis salary during the first few years of his service under the Com- 
pany seems to have been allocated. See Court Books , vols. xxvii, xxix> xxxii; 
Letter Books , vols. v and vi ; Factory Records , Hugli, vols. iv and v, Kasimbazar , 
vol. i, Fort St. George , vol. xvi, Miscellaneous , vol. iiia; Dianes of Streynsham 
Master , ed. Temjle ; Anderson, English Intercourse with Siam, p. 268. 

28 
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Cassambcupr the 24 th December 167 

JdHRichard Edwards 
Estemed Friend 

Since the leceaveing of yours, could not have any opportunity of write- 
ing to you till now. All your familyes as [*?c] well, bogth att home and abroad. 
I have, been to see yours abioad seavrall times and alwayes in health.l We have 
expected you lieai e for seavrall dayes and am sorry that you loose the winter 
heare, but supose you have as much pleasuie theire 2 as you could have heaie. I 
have not moie att present but subscribe 

Your very Loveing friend and seivant to comand 

John Naylor 

Mrs Vincent is brought in heed of a boy3, 

Dicke* desires to bee remembied to you. 

Pray present my humble servicp to Mi Bullifaunt. 

Idem J : N : 

[Endorsed] To Mr Ri chard Edwards 

Merchant In Pattanay [or] elswhere 

1. This seems to refer to a natne establishment kept up by Edwards. 

2. In Patna See Letter CXCVIII 

3. This was Vincent’s second son The fust was born in 1671. 

4. Richard Trenchfield, writer, who will be noticed later. 


(To be continued.) 




£0e 2)om of JJagafeeffl. 

Compiled by Late Mb. »T. H. Little, b a. 
lleadmadei of the Aaicah Bahadurs Institution , J \Iunhulabad 9 BeiujaJ. 


INTRODUCTION. 

“ This was once u house of tiade>— a centre of busy intcies^s. 

The tliicmg of merchants uas Lei e— the quick pulse ot gain.” 

Lamb. 

The visitor to Alursh id abaci, says the author of the best guide-book to its 
antiquities, is generally content with seeing the Palace; the Jaftraganj <*e- 
meteiy, whore the Nawabs of Bengal fiom the time of Mil Jafui lie buiied: 
the Katra Musjid, containing the tomb of Alurshid Kuli Khau, the founder of 
AJuisbidabad; the Great Gun which has giadually been laised fiom the giound 
by a pepul tiee in the couise of its giowtk ; the Mobai ik Alanzil, whoie the 
Indin Company once dispensed justice but which is now a gaiden house of (lie 
\awab* Bahadur of Mui shidabad ; Aioti Dieel, the Lake of Peails; and the 
•ivhoshbagh cemcteiy, wheie Alivardi Khan and Snaj-ud-daula weie buiied 
Some visitois, however, pioceed noithwards alon£ the main road of Muishida- 
bad to JaflTaganj wheie they are shown the house which was once the residence 
of Afii Jaffar and the place within its cjiclousre wheie, tradition asserts, Siiaj- 
ud-daula met his death. If the visitoi weie to proceed a shod distanc e faither 
he w T ould notice on the left a dilapidated gateway. Fom loads biancli fiom this 
gateway like th$ sticks of a fan and it seems that all t lie fi equenters of these 
loads aie wending theii way to this common point. AVhen they leach it, howr- 
evei, they all pass by. 

From the gateway a path leads down to the ltvei Jfhagiiathi dividing into 
two paits a piece of land of consideiable extent. For the most pait this is 
covered with Jungle but in a clearing there is a building in a tolerable state of 
lepair. The front of the building is covered with poicelain tiles evidently of 
Dutch manufacture, and, no doubt, the fruit of some foi gotten bargain with 
the factors ofcthe Dutch settlement at Cassimbazar. In a setting of canals and 
windmills we find on the tiles scenes from the Old and New Testaments. Cain 
is killing Abel; Moses is on the Alount with the two tables of stone; Rahab 
is lefting the two spies down from the walls of Jericho; David is leading his, 
sheep to pasture; the ravens bring food to Elijah; the children mock •Elijah; 
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Jezebel has been t brown fiom the window andV+he dogs are leaping at her 
throat; we see tile Baptism in the Jordan, the Woman at the Well of Samaria, 
the Prodigal Son taking his food from the trough and St. Peter denying his 
Master. With these scenes in our minds we look inside the building and oui 
eyes fall on a tath or cai, on which the idols au* canied on the day of Jugan- 
nath and in the innermost shiine a priest is worshipping the god to whom 
the building has been dedicated; tor this is a temple of Vishnu 

A Hindu temple adorned with stories fiom the Bible is not the only con- 
trast presented to the mind in this place (’lose !>} is u small leseivou in the 
middle of which a fountain once played This and the mound suuounding it, 
we aie told, once formed pai t of a stately hall. Farther away is a mined build- 
ing whose walls are eloselv embiaeed by the myriad stems of a human tue 
'l his was once the repository of untold wealth In imothei plate some walls 
aie pointed out as the lemains ol ,i mint Of <>fher places tales aic told or 
houids of hidden treasuie waiting to eniich the man who tan find tlie sc< jet 
place where it lies buried 

Here once lived the Jagat Seths the Rothschilds of Tn lia The path lead- 
ing down to the river w as once a fine load flanked with seven gates and Lne 1 
with the dwellings of sepoys who guaided then wealthy mnstoi. Tins plot <d 
giound now covered witji jungle and baie of human habitation was once, a "busy 
hive of 4,000 people The mound was mue a palace - the Miahmishm oi Seat 
of the Empeior — worthy to ietene the Now ah Nazim of Bengal and Lord One 
when they came togetliei to ( (instill Jagat Set h Clite was hmking nl the mmi 
who once lived hero when he said “The city of Muxadavad is as extensive, 
populous, and rich, as the city of London; wdth this difteienre that t hoi e aie 
individuals in the first possessing infinitely gieatei piopeiL than an} of the 
last city”; and Burke, when he lefened to bankers in India who once vied in 
capital with the Bank of England had m his mind the liousfe of Jagat Seth 
“ As the Ganges pours its water into the sea by a hundred mouths,” wiites a 
Bengali poet, ” so wealth flowed into the treasury of the Seths ” 

The history of this house is the theme of the following pages. It has 
been gathered fiom the Bengal records of the East India Company, from the 
writings of Indian historians, from the few documents remaining in the posses- 
sion of the head of the house— sole survivors of the destruction wrought bv 
flood and earthquake , and fiom traditions handed down in the family. We 
shall relate how ifiranand Sabo transplanted the family from itsliojtne in Raj- 
putana to Patna; how his son> Manik Chand, established it first at Dacca aud 
then at Murshidabad and how under him and his successor the house became 
great in Bengal and powerful at Delhi. We shall see how at this period, when 
the semi-regal Nawubs of Bengal were at the height of their power, the ban- 




THE HOUSE OF JAG AT SETH. 


115 


kers of Murshidabad came into connection with the English merchants at Cal- 
cutta whose relations with the Government were frequently strftined on account 
of the N&wab’s attempts to extort money from them. At such times as these 
we shall find Jagat Seth acting as mediator between the English and the Nawab 
and we shall note the fact that whereas the officials of the Government, high 
and low, always ready (as Poohbah would have said) to be insulted with a con- 
siderable bribe, the Seths of Murshidabad never demanded money from the 
English as the price of the services they rendered them. Then will follow the 
the events that led to the battle of Plassey and the rise of the British dominion 
in Bengal. It will appear from the narrative that the English would never 
have accomplished all they did without the aid of Jagat Seth and that his alli- 
ance with them was not tainted with the gieed of men like Omichand nor with 
the chicanery and treachery of otheis. The troubled years 1760-1765, when 
Lord Clive was absent from India, will next engage our attention. The events 
of these yeais and the conduct of the Company’s servants have been condemned 
by historians and at the time they were viewed with disapproval by the Direc- 
tors of the Company. One fact, however, should not be forgotten. These men 
<lid not ptetend to be the rulers of the count iy responsible for the welfare of its* 
inhabitants. They were merchants, pursuing the ideals of mei chants. Their 
fust sum was to further the interests of the Company whose servants they were, 
and their second aim wa9 to make their own foi tunes by means of the Bystem of 
•pi hate trade which was sanctioned by the Company and which at this time, 
presented greater opportunities than ever for the acquisition of wealth. u The 
general idea at this time entertained by the servants of the Company, 0 says 
Sri af ton, 4< was, that the battle of PlassQv did only restore ub to the same situa- 
tion we were in before the capture of Calcutta : the Subah was conceived to be* 
as independent as ever, and the English returned into their commercial charac- 
ter, with no oth^r alteration in their function, than a full indemnification for 
their losses, and a small acquisition of territory, which it was thought might de- 
fray the military expenses of their garrisons, grown too butthensome to be sup- 
ported by their trade alone : if the forces were to take the field in support of the 
Subah, it was to be at his expense. These were the mutual conditions.”* In 
considering the blessings which have flowed to Bengal from the battle of Plas- 
sey the conduct of the Company’s servants during these years of transition will 
fade into insignificance and we shall rather direct our attention to the long line 
of governors £nd officials who from the time of Warren Ilastings to the present 
day had, and have, the welfare of the people ever before them, who— 

Beneath the further stars 
Bear the greater burden : 

1. Observations oij Mr. Vanaittart’s Narrative by Luke Scrafton (1766) p. 2. 
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Set to serve the lands they rule, 

(Save Be serve no man may rule) 

Serve and love the lands they rule ; 

Seeking praise nor guerdon. 

It will be seen that up to this point our story will be intimately connected 
-with the history of Bengal the course of which the Seths did much to shape. 
It cannot be said that this history is an inspiring subject of study but, at least, 
it compares favourably with the con temporal y history of the Emperors at 
Delhi. The time was out of joint. We shall note one short peiiod dining 
which, according to Indian historians, the Government was blessed by the peo- 
ple it ruled and we shall see that the Jagat Seth of the time was largely lespon- 
-sible for this good government. In militoiy affairs we shall allude to one gal- 
lant retreat brilliantly carried out to a successful issue. But, in general, the 
reader must not expect a picture of a benevolent government and contented sub- 
jects, of chivalrous soldiers and a loyal people or the story of great causes and 
high ideals. He may rather expect, as Clive wiote to the first British histoiian 
of Bengal, “ fighting, tricks, chicaneiy, mtngues, politics and the Lord knows 
what.” 

The concluding portion of the biok has Jto deal with a period of decline. 
When the sceptic passed fiom the line oi Mir da far power and wealth depuited 
iiom the house of logat Seth. The sti earns of wealth to which the Bengali 
poet lefers ceased to flow info their tieasuiy. But the transfer of the seat of 
Government from Murshidabad to Calcutta would not have been so disastrous 
do Jagat Seth had not other ciicumstances combined to render it so. An in- 
ability or disinclination of the head o* the house to adapt himself to the new 
•conditions aided by extravagance and a seiics of disasters, dissipated the im- 
mense hoaids of former Jagat Seths. But we shall not have to record the total 
•downfall of the house. Theie is still a Jagat Seth at Murshidabad. He does 
not possess the colossal wealth of some of his predecessors but the goddess Lak- 
shmi has not entirely refused her favours. He does not occupy the high posi- 
tion among the nobility of Bengal that was held by Jagat Seth Mahtab Rai 
"but he is still regarded as the head of the Oswal community to which all the 
Jagat Seths have belonged. His title has been officially recognised by the 
British Government and it is in common use among his countrymen and the 
British Government has permitted him to add the words “ Jagat Seth ” to his 
name for the purposes of official and social intercourse. 
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CHAPTER I. 

HIRANAND SAHO and SETH MANIK CII AND. 

1 . 

The Marwaiis of Rajpuiana occupy an eminent position among the mei- 
•cantile community of India. For centuries past members of this race have left 
their homes in Mai war and spread themselves tlnoughout India so that theie 
aie few paits of the country where some of them may not 'be found engaged in 
business as bankeis, tiaders, or money-lendeis. At the beginning of the 19th 
-century it was estimated that nine-tenths of the bankeis and commercial men 
of India were natives of Mai war. 1 Then success in business has become pio- 
veibial. 44 The thiee tufted ones,’ 1 (Manvaiis) sajs the Hindustani pioverb, 
the led-faced ones, (Euiopeans) and the (actus plant cannot live without in- 
•ci easing.” 2 Nor has the acquisition of wealth hardened theii hearts to the 
ei y of the poor and afilioated. They have acquired an honourable distinction 
foi their libeiality in contnbutiflg towards woiks of public utility and in lelie- 
ving the distiess of those among whom they have made their homes. 3 4 5 

About the middle of the ,17th cent my m moie precisely, on the 3rd day 
the new moon of the month of liaisakh in the yeai 1709 Sam vat, (1052 A.D.)* 
wlmn Shah Jelian was Empeioi of Hindustan, Hiiiinand Sabo 5 an inhabitant 
of Nagar in Mai war belonging to the Gailaiha family of the tribe of Oswals, 
uiged by the hereditary spirit of enterprise chaiacteiistic of his race, left the 
place of his birth and settled in Patna. 

Patna was, at this time, a plaee^of considerable tiade, and many mei chants 
and bankers had their dwellings within its walls. The arrival of Jliianaml 
• Sabo at Patna was almost contempoi ancons with the establishment of an 
English factory theie. When Biidgeman .and his companions left Balasoi a 
in 1052 to establish a factory at TTngli up the Ganges and open up the trade of 
Bengal to the English Company they w r eie directed to invest at least half their 
■stock in the purchase of saltpetre which could be best obtained from Patna. A 
subordinate factory at Patna soon followed with an outstation at Singhya on 


1. Tod’s “Rajasthan” (Calcutta reprint, 1899) Vol. li p. 995. 

2. Sir Herbert Ridey, “ The Peoples of India ” (1908), p. 145. 

3. “The Marwari community, always foremost when chanty is the goal.” Hon. P, C. 
Lyon in th^ “Statesman” August 24, 1913. Sir Richard Temple, “Men and Events of My 
Time in India” (1882), p. 420. 

4. Note supplied by the present head of the family. In the conversion of Samv&t dates 
“Useful Tables forming an Appendix to the Journal of the Asiatic Society” Part the Second, 
Table xiv (Calcutta 1836) has been used. 

5. Saho, (Hind. Sah and Sahu) which we find in the English records written “ saw ” cr 
*•' shaw,” means a merchant or banker— Hobson Jobson (1903), p. 816. 
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the saltpetre grounds. Befoie long the tiade wi&\?atna became so luciative 
to the Company that their agent at Hugh was oidered to keep the saltpetre men 
constantly employed so as to lme a stock always ready for shipments On 
more than one occasion the Company's servants at this factory had recourse to 
the descendants of Hnanand Saho tor loans to enable them to carry on their 
tiade. 

No paitieulais have been handed down to us of Hiranand Sabo’s life at 
Patna. It will probably be safe to asseit that he followed his calling as a ban- 
ker with ability and success and became m course of time a man of influence 
in his adopted city. He worshipped the Jain gods and followed the piecepts of 
the sacred writings of the Jains. In the event of a birth, mairiage or death in 
bis household Biahmans from Itajputana presided at the appropriate ceremony 
and each ceremony was conducted aceoidmg to the customs and rites handed 
down among the Oswals Horn ancient times. We cannot sav whether he wan 
leoognised by the Oswals as their head but it is certain that bis descendants at 
Murshidabad received, and still receive to this day, that distinction. 

Hiranand Saho died on the 4th day of the full moon of the month of Magb 
in the year 17G8 Samvat (1711 A D.)7. He liaij seven sons whose names have 
been banded down and one daughter# wlio married a son of Rai Uday Chand 
of Benares. The sons followed their fathoi’s profession and established bank- 
ing houses in different pai ts of India. Six of them have fallen into almost total 
obscurity but the eldest, Mamk Chand, who proceeded to Dacca, probably at 
the time when Prince A/imtt-sh-bhan, guuulson of the Emperor Aurung/eK 
was Viceroy of Bengal, was destined to become the fiist of the Seths of Muislii- 
dabad and to start that family on the caieer which made its name famous, 
throughout the length and breadth of Hindustan 

2 . 

Dacca had irresistible attractions to a man who, like Ifanik Cliaijd* wished 
to establish a banking business. It w as then the capital of Bengal. The Nazim 
or Governor, the Diwan, whose authority was co-ordinate with rather than su- 
bordinate to that of the Nazim, 9 with all their officers and retainers, resided 
tlieie. But in addition to this the situation of Dacca qualified it in an 
eminent degree to become a great emporium of trade. The livers of Bengal 
weie the highways of commerce. It was calculated that the river-borne trade 

• 

6. Wilson, “ Early Annals of the English in Bengal/’ Vol. I. pp. 25, 26, 33, 46. 

7. From a note supplied by the present head of the family. 

8. Ghose, “ Modern History of the Indian Chiefs, etc,” Part II. p. 345 gives her naiao 
as Dhan BaLc 

9. Stewart, u History of Bengal,” (1813), p. 352. 
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of Bengal kept m constant uJ^loyment 30,000 boatmen 10 and Dacca had direct 
communication with all the branches of this inland navigation. Its muslins 
and woven stufts weie of such fineness and beauty that they weie eagerly sought 
aftei in Euiope while the cotton hom which they weie manufactuied was pio- 
duced within the piovince 11 . The English Company established a factoiv 
tlieie in lGOH 1 ^ and the French and Dutch had sinnlai establishments. 

The Nazim, Prince Azimu-sh-shan, did not disdain to compete with the 
meichants in their lace for wealth but bcfoic doing so he flamed the iules in 
such a rnannei that his < ondesccnsion should not go umewaided. As a begin- 
’nei lie conceded lumsclt a geneious stall l p to a certain stage the tiade was' 
to he stiictly exclusive (Sauda-i-Klias) His agents were to be stationed at all 
the ports and buy up on las behalf the caigoes of all the slaps that anived. 
Then the common meichants weie to pun ai the ii ade (Sauda-i-Am). They 
could come to him and buy all the goods the\ icq lined 15 When the Einpeioi 
heaid of the proceeding^ of las giamNon be dor laied that this aristociatic me- 
thod of tiadmg was ai stoiiatie madness^ and ])ublic oppiession and stiuek 
oh TOO hoi sc tiom the Bunco's milLtiiiy lank Soon aftei this incident and 
peihaps iu fonsequence of it, the Lmpeioi appointed Kaitalab Khan- a stiong 
m in \\]u) had done good seivice in otljci pails nf the empne -to the office of 
Dg\,m of Bengal and bestowed on km the title of Muishid Kuli Khan 15 This 
sh p was i<> he of gieui moment io the tm tunes of Muifik (Jhand. 

Ahashul KuIj Khan became Diwan m 1701 and was lesponsible for the 
fin an ml admimstiation of the province The task called foith all his poweis 
In the times of his piedecossois m ofiiic laige*tiacts of (.Town lands had been 
gi anted as Tagirs 10 to military and civil officers and over these jagirs the Diwan 
had no eonti ol The levenue was insufficient to provide for the expenses of the 
government and the pay of the soldieis so that other provinces of the Empire 
had to make urood the deficiency in the le venues of Bengal. Mur&hid Kuli 
Khan’s iesoly to measures, sanctioned beforehand by the Emperor, soon effected 

10 Ronnell, Memou of a Map of Hindostan, p 355 "Piobably some mistake must have 
occurred m the calculation, as there aie u*itamly at present much nearer ten times that num- 
ber ” Hamilton, Geographical, Statistical and Histmual Deaci lption of Hindostan ” Vol. I. 
p 36. 

11 Rennell, Memoir of a Map of Hmdostan, p 61 

12 Wilson, Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol I 45 

13 Riyazu s Salatin (English translation by Maulv i Abdus Salam) pp. 246, 247. 

14 Punning on the word “ sauda ” which in Persian means both “ trade” and “ madness.” 
Riyazu s-Snlatin, Translator's Note, p 247 

15 Stewart, History of Bengal, p 352. Riyazu s Salatin, Translator's Note, p. 289. His 
original name was Mirza Uadi. First he received the title of Kartalab Khan, then that of 
Murshid Kuli Khan and lastly that of Mutaman-ul-Mulk Alau d-daulah Jaffar Khan Nasiri Nasir 
Jang. The English writers of the 18th century usually call him Jaffier Khan. 

16. A hereditaiV assignment of land and of its rent as annuity “ Hobson Jobson” p. 446. 

30 
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a complete change. With a few exceptions thfc j^gire were resumed and the 
jagirdars were granted land in Orissa in their stead, lietrcnchments were 
made in the expenditure and the assessment and collection of the revenue were 
carried out under his vigilant supervision. In a short time Murshid Kuli 
Khan was able to send the Empeioi a kror ot rupees as the levenue of Bengal. 

But Murshid Kuli Khan had roused up poweilul enemies. The corn tiers 
and favomites \Uiose interests had suffeiod inflamed the mind ot Piince Azimu- 
sh-shan against him. Nor was this difficult. The Piince had felt the strong 
hand of the Diwun. lie found that his coutiol nvei the revenue was limited u> 
what his position as Nazim entitled liiin.H The rewards which Murshid Kuli 
Khan received from the Kmperoi filled him with envy and jealousy. A plot 
was formed to assassinate the Diwan and though this was unsuccessful Murshid 
Kuli Khan thought it prudent to 1 eiuove from Dacca. “ After much deliheia- 
tion and consultation, he fixed on the excellent site of Makhsusabad, where news 
of all the foui quarters of the Kubali could bo easily piocurable, and which, like 
the pupil of the eye. was situate in the eentie of the important places of the 
Sabah. ' 18 . Muisliid Kuli Khan settled at Makhsusabad probably at the end 
of 1702 or beginning of 1703. 19 

No recoid remains of the doings ot Mani'k (’hand dining the piogiesh of 
these events. II is banking house was situated on the rivei-side not far from 
the long walls which enclosed the Lalbagh the fort and palaee of the Viceioy.20 
Perhaps even at this eaily period ho was the Hoveniment banker and tieasurei. 
Perhaps Murshid Kuli Khan bad alieadv iound out the value of his advice and 
had consulted him in (ho financial lefoilu* ho had instituted and the lemoval of 
the Diwani to Murshidabad. But this is conjecture. What is certain is that when 


17. The Diwan was obliged to comply with .ill wntten oiders for money from that officer 
for the service of government. Stewart, History of Bengal, p. 

18. Riyazu-s-Salatin (English translation) pp. 247 252. Stewart, History Bengal, pp. 

19. Stewart says 1702-3, other writers 1704. Stewart seems to be correct. ^According to 
the Riyazu-s-Salatin (p. 252) after Murshid Kuli Khan had been at Murshidabad for a year he 
started for the Imperial camp which was at that time in the Deccan. The English records under 
date March 27th, 1704, speak of the “ Duan’s Company ” and Dacca as if they were two separate 
places and the word “ company ” seems, to imply that the Diwan was travelling (Wilson, 
Annals, Vol. I. p. 247). On June 14th, 1704 the Diwan was on his return from OrisBa 
through which he would pass on his way back from the Deccan (Wilson, Annals, Vol. I. p. 252). 
It appears then that Murshid Kuli Khan started for the Deccan some time before March 
27th, 1704. 

20. “A Panorama of the City of Dacca” in the Palace Library at Murshidabad gives 
the site of ftie “ Dacca Branch Banking House of Jugget Seth.” This was no doubt, as 
assumed above, the original house established by Manik Cband. It was rumoured that a 
large amount of treasure was buried under the house but when an excavation was made gnly 
two measures of oil were found. The “Panorama” is not dated. It wts printed and litho- 
graphed in London. 
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Murshid Kuli Khan with allvtlit officials of the Diwani left Dacca for Alurshi- 
dabad Manik Chand accompanied him and settled at Mohimapofe on the banks 
of the Bhagirathi less than two miles from the palace of Mmshid Kuli Khan. 
The present head of the family, the ninth in descent from Manik Chand, still 
icsides at Moliimapoic not fai fiom the mins ol the home <>t his ancestors.* 

The historians who have dealt with the times of Murshid Kuli Khan seldom 
find it necessary to icfti to the foitunes of Manik ('hand at Mmshidabad. The 
Kiyazu-s-salatin makes a slight, peiploxing and imiecuinle allusion to the 
family. Modem wiiteis have a tendemy to asoiibe ( o Manik ('hand fiom the 
vViy Hist the eminent position which he undoubtedly on upied bctoic his death 
jii 1714. But there are indications that Manik ('hand’s glow th in wenJth and in- 
fluence W’as, as might natuially he excepted, a gradual pmeev and coincided 
'vith the lise in foitune of Muisbid Kuli Khan. 

At the end of the fiist years ndministiation ol the tin.imes of Bengal at 
Mui^hidahad Murshid Kuli Khan went In the Deccan to gi\e the Empeioi an 
account of his stewaidsliij). The Empeim loaded him with iavoms and sent 
him back to Bengal as Deputy Nazim to the lhinee a^ well a^ Diwan in the pn>- 
\ inccv of Bengal and Oiissa It was at this time that Mmshid Kuli Ivhan 
changed the name of the city of Maksimibnd to Muishidubad ITe aKo im- 
pimyd the city and by establishing t4ie mint tbeu* deputed T)aee«» ot’ its last 
claim to be eonsideied the capital of Bengal and tiaiisfPli^d the title to Mm- 
hhid.ibad.21 

\ isitnis to the nnenmt home ol the Seths ol Mohimapoie aie shown the 
? unis ot the old Mill Mudah.id mint Hot the absolute contiol ol the Seths (,\ei 
the mint seems to ham conn* .it a lattei date and though its establishment at 
Mmshidabad “ was 1 mulcted easy b} the (onmiand ot spe< ie posseted by the 
baukei ”22 Manik (‘hand does not appeal to have had. at this poind, the supei- 
intendence and management in his own hands Tiadition s.i\s that the Hist 
miut was situated in Hie Killa \i/amat neat the plan* when* the Imambara 
now stands and the ghat going down to the live* n still known as the Mint 
fihat.23 

The Consultations of the lb evident and Council at Calcutta shed some light 
on this point. The English had mints of theii own in the othei two piesiden- 
ejes but not in Bengal. One of the chief 1 eq nests m the petition presented (0 
(lie Emperor Faiiuksiyai by the Kuiraan embassy was T 01 permission to have 
their bullion coined into rupees at the Murshidabad mint “ without let or mo- 


21 Rija/u-a-Sulatin, pp. 254, 255. 

2g. Hunter’s Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol. ix, p. 253. 

23. The author is indebted for this information to Ivbondknr Fa/1 Rubbee, Khan Baha- 
dur, Diwan to the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 
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lestation * 24 But w liile Suiman was at Delhi ttte}* tuecl tlnough Samuel Feake, 
the chief of the tactoiy at Cassimbazai, to come to an anangement with Mur- 
shul Kuli Khan When Feake and lus Council visited Murshid Kuh Khan in 
August 1715 they weie iecei\ed civilly and “ upon their demanding the freedom 
of the Mint and that the> might com siccaes lie told them they should r l he 
piomise was not fulfilled In Maich 1710 Miushid Ivuh Khan had Malted 
fiom his Baigam 5 and when he began to haiass their trade at ( assimba/ai it 
was found necessaiy to accommodate matteis leake thought that Its 25,000 
would make up the business’ of which Nawab Fatal Khan (as Miushid Kuh 
Khan was genoially called at tin* time) was to ha\e Its n,000 bis Diwah, 
Ekiam Khan Ils 5 000 and the Uuttsuddies 25 Kogoiiuiidun Dioga-b of the 
Mint etc Rs 5,000 

i oi months the p i\ me n 1 < f t li< sums was t ^ aded and then, in Ma> 17 17, 
came the news fiom Delhi th it a 1 umau had been obtained fiom Famiklw^ai 
gianting, among otliei things tin me of the mint at Muisludabad Ihe Pie- 
sident and Council met and lesohed as follows It being netessan to make 
some Fublick Re] 0 }emg upon the Advne We h«u< recened from Mi ^iii'inii 
and that all the Countiy ma\ know (Hu Plmniauns aic aituallv m Mi ^ n 
mm’s Possession Agreed lint next Wednesday We nuke a Public Dimif 
foi all the Compands ints ami a louml Noise with Mui ( union uid,<<n 
elude the da} with JhTmiies and otliei Dcmonsti.it ions of To\ wlndi we know 
will be taken notice of in the Wacka and olhei public k \i w n Papeis Then 
pn w i h pu matui o On Tuh 1st the\ sent 20 chests of tieasme to be omiul at 
Muisludabad but leake could not gM an oidei foi the mint because lathi 
caun’s27 Chief Muttsudd}, Puggoonundum seems to be m i d\ing ( onditjon 
and till he leco^eis oi is dead tbex c umnt tell who to apph themsehes to ’ In 
the end they nsited the \iwab an 1 showed him a oop> of the finnan r Ihe 
Nawab took it, lead it and then bluntlv lefused them the use of the mint 28 
It is evident then that up to 1717 Ruggoonundum was ihe daroghn oi 
as w r e should sa}, Mastei of ihe Mint 29 and if, apait fiom business lelations 
the bankers of Murslndahad had am connection with the Mint the English \f 
Cassimbazar were not awaie of it Tt was probably aftei the death of Ruggo- t 
nundum that the mint was tiansferred to the house of the Seths 

Aurung/el) died in 1707 and a contest arose between his sons tor the throne 

24 Wilaon’8 Eirly Anmh of the English in Bengal, Vol II, Part 2, p 61 

25 Accountants • 

26 Darogha 

27 Jafar Khan 

28 Wilson Earlv \nn il<- of the English m Bengal, Vol TI, Part 1, pp 225, 228. 233 
238, 242„ 246, 258, 268 274 275 

29 Hobson Jobson, p 297 
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Prince Azimu-sh-shan hud for some years made Patna the hearquarters of his 
government and now he left that city to go to the help of his father, Aurung- 
zeb’s eldest son, who became Emperor with the title of Bahadur Shah. The ac- 
cession of an Emperor was a time of great anxiety to all provincial governors 
and officials for they could not feel secure until they had been confirmed in 
office by the new Emperor. A family tradition Btates, and there is nothing im- 
probable in the statement, that Mnnik Chand helped Murshid Kuli Khan to 
puichase his confirmation in office after the death of Aurungzeb. In 1713 Far- 
lukheiyar made Murshid Kuli Khan Governor as well as Diwan of Bengal and 
Orissa and shortly afterwards Behar was added. 

Murshid Kuli Khan was the most able and the most successful of all the 
Muhammadan rulers of Bengal, lie preserved order throughout the provinces 
with an army of 2,000 cavaliy and 4,000 infantry. So strict was he in the 
administration of justice that ho is said to have put his own son to death for 
an infringement of the law. %i The names of fieebooters, night-marauders and 
assassins were blotted out from the annals of the Bengal satrapy, and the 
dwellcis, both of towns and villages, lived in perfect peace and comfort.” He 
remitted to the Emperor at Delhi an annual tribute of from one kror thirty lacs 
lo*une kior fifty lacs but his inhuman treatment of zamindars and others who 
failed in their payments, is said to have made him detested throughout the pro- 
vim e He was certainly detested by the English whom he hurt where mer- 
chants arc most sensitive — their poekets.30 

The payments of the zamindars and other collectors of the revenue wer& 
made into the banking house of Man& Chand and it was through him that the- 
annual tribute was remitted to Delhi. During the government of Murshid Kuli 
Khan the treasuie was conveyed to Delhi in waggons in charge of an armed es- 
coi t. Obviorialy when times were troublous, there was a great risk that the con- 
voy would not reach its destination. Azimu-sh-shan seized the tribute in 1707 
when the war between the sons of Aurungzeb broke out. Again, in 1712, when 
there was a similar fight for the succession, it was captured by Farrukhsiyar^l 
and in 1720 it was delayed for a long time at Patna owing to a revolt at Allaha- 
bad.32 All these dangers were avoided when Manik Chand (according to 
the family tradition) but more probably his successor, remitted the tribute by 
means of drafts drawn by him on the family firm at Delhi. 


30 Riyazu a-SaLitm, pp. 257, 259, 262, 278. Stewart, History of Bengal, pp. 370, 372. 
Holwell, “ Interesting Historical Events” (1766), p. 52. 

31. Seir-ubMutaqherin (1789), # Voi. I, pp. 6, 50. 

32. William Irgine, The Later Mughals, in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
1908, pp. 512, 519. 

31 
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3. 

It would have been strange if the wealthiest Indian banker and merchant 
of his time had had no dealings with the gieat Company of English mei chants 
in Bengal and so one is not surprised to find in the Consultations of the Council 
at Calcutta iefeiences to Manik Chand and to his sister’s son, Fateh Cband, 
whom, having no children of his own, Manik Chand adopted, and made his heir. 
The first connection of Manik Chand with the English of which there is any 
record occurred in 1T0C and has reference to the Company’s trade m Bengal. 

By letters patent of fonnei viceioys and farmans of Aurungzeb the English 
claimed the light of trading in Bengal, free of customs, subject to an annual 
payment of Rs. 3,000. In actual practice duiing the early years of the 18th 
oentury they were the victims of endless exactions from all the officers ot the 
government high and low. If they did not pay their trade was stopped. A 
favourite method of extortion was to stop the saltpetre boats on their way down 
the river from Patna. This was a serious matter, for the Directors weie de- 
manding huge quantities of saltpetre in all their letteiB fiom England. So the 
■usual order given by the Council was “ Clear the boats at any price.” On one 
occasion they had to pay Rs. 14,000 to Prince Farrukhsiyar who had stopped 
the boats at Rajmnhal. In 1704 the Governor of Ilugli and his suboidinatc 
officers down to the muntl'i, 33 fifteen in number, were given presents of Euro- 
pean goods, and then tlnee of them threatened to obstruct the trade unless then 
presents were augmented by Rs 1,100 in cash. Muishid Kuli Khan’s tenns 
weie Rs. 30,000 foi a sanad 34 granting the Company lteedom to tiade without 
hindrance. The Company were willing to give Rs 20,000 hut Murshul Kuli 
Khan would not lower his terms. “ We have received advice fiom Manmek 
Chund ”35 runs the Consultation dated July 18th, 170G, “ that the King’s Dnvan 
has ordered his naib 36 at Patna to permit our business to pass as formeil) also 
lhat he will give his sanad for our free trade in Bengal upon pa^rg him pis- 
cash37 of Rs. 30,000.” At length, in January 1707 William Bugden was sent 
to re-establish the factory at Cassimbazar and took the money for the sanad 
with hiNn which he was authorised to pay as soon as the document was in his 
liands. Before this happened the <Jeath of Aurungzeb threw everything into 
-confusion and Bugden was ordered back to Calcutta with the money.38 

33] Writer or Secretary. 

34. A diploma, patent, or deed of grant by the government of an office, privilege or 
right. Hobson^ Jobeon, p. 871. 

35. Manik Chand. 

36. Deputy. 

37. Peshcash. In the old English records this word is most generally used in the sense 
■of Represent to a great man. Hobson Jobson, p. 701. 

38. Wilson, Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol. 1, pp. 222, 254, 258, 259, 
263, 266, 268, 274, 277-280, 307. 
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In spite of the payment of large sums of money in 1708 Murshid Kuli 
Klian renewed his demands in 1711. Robert Hedges, Glrief of the factoiy .it 
Cassimbazar, informed the Council that the Diwan “ will come to no terms lin- 
ger Its. 45,000 for the Piince and Its. 15,000 for the King under which sums 
he will by no means grant us his Sunnud.” In addition 4t some thousand of 
Rupees as contingent chaiges to several officers” would be necessaiy. These 
demands made the Council desperate. On July 30th they ordered Hedges to 
inform Murshid Kuli Khan that if he would not grant them a sanad lot 
Its. HO, 000 and in addition help them to obtain n faunan from the Empeioi 
they would abandon the factory at Cassimbazai . stop all Mughal ships fiom 
passing Fort William and acquaint the Emperor how their trade w’os being im- 
peded. On the 0th August they reiterated their orders to Hedges declaring 
“ that if the Duan will not comply we arc resolved to turn our fares to for tunc." 
A week later Fateh ('hand, Manik ClumdV nephew appealed oil the scene. The 
Council diiect Hedges not to trouble about Lining goods at Cassimbazni as, 
seeing no other way out of their Doubles, they lnue made an anangement with 
44 Futticbundsaw^O an Eminent Merchant being now with us and offering to pro- 
vide our wdiole Investment now r/rdercd at Cassimbazar for an allowance of fij 
pci «ent. lie standing to all bad debts nt the Ain rings 40 and our goods to be 
delivered lieie in Calcutta. It being so late in the Year we judge this to be 
•the best and only method that appears to secure tlic^e goods for our home- 
ward bound Shipping." On August 21st the Council leeched a letter hom 
Hedges approving of wliat they bad done and adding “ that he could not lia’ve 
bought goods himself at Cassimbazar, fm, if any mei chant had supplied t lie 
English, he certainly would have been punished by lire Duan, who still con- 
it.-nes obstinate about the Sunnud.” So on the 23id August the agreement 
with Fateh Chqhd Saha for the goods from Cassimbazar was drawn up and 
signed In Ottober, when Hedges bad loaded all bis boats and was about to 
abandon the factory at Cassimbazar, Murshid Kuli Khan became more lcnson- 
fcble. He offered to give a sanad passing all the Company’s business free in 
the provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa and to procure a farman from the 
Emperor for Rs. 30,000 cash dowm on receipt of the sanad and a note for 
Rs. 22,500 to be paid on receipt of the farman. The Council met and agreed 
“ that since the Duan’s interest is very great at Couit We imme- 

diately write to Mr. Hedges, etc. at Cassimbazar to comply with him on the 
foregoing Terms all the Honble. Compos, effects having to pass through his 


39. Fatehchand Sctia. 

40. A place where goods are manufactured, a depot for such goods. Hobson Jobson, p. 40. 
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Jurisdiction who.undoubtedly will impede Them very much if we don’t agree 
with him.” 41 

In 1712 we catch a glimpse of Manik Chand and Fateh Chand in full dur- 
bar at Murshidabad. The times were critical. The Emperor Bahadur Shah 
was dead and his four sons were fighting for the throne. Murshid Kuli Khan 
had recognised Azimu-sh-slian as Emperor. He had coined money in his name 
and caused the prayer for his prosperity to be read in the mosque when he 
attended public worship. Then a report, which was perfectly true, came to 
Murshidabad that Azimu-sli-skan had been defeated and slain in battle. Muf- 
shid Kuli ( J\hnn saw clearly that it was essential to keep the provinces quiet 
until he had made his position secure. He decided not only to suppress but 
also to contradict the rumour. No one in Murshidabad was in a better posi- 
tion to obtain reliable news than Manik Chand and Fateh Chand. There can be 
no doubt that they had informed Murshid Kuli Khan of the true state ot 
affairs but he resolved to announce that they had brought him the news ot 
A/.imu-sh-shan’s success and to bestow marks of honour upon them for the 
welcome tidings. “The Duan,” wrote Mr. Hedges from Cassinibuzai l<> 
make the report of Mahmud Azeems42 being King to be credited, has Presented 
Monickchund with an Elephant and Sfoupaw 4 ^ and Phuttechund with a horse 
and Neerpaw, And jtaJares if any Person Shall Presume to Say he did not 
believe Mahmud Azeem was King, he Should Suffer death and have his House 
Plundered, which Declarations is Yet a Terror to the Merchants that they dare 
not disclose the Contents of tlieir Private Letters.'” In the evening Hedges 
paid Murshid Kuli Khan a visit. They talked for two hours “ mostly of war 

and battles And on his going away he bid him rest Satisfied that all 

tilings will be well. Take Care of Your Factory and go in Peace.” But J*' 
would not accept Hedges’ congratulatory present, nor would he^ay that be had 
heard any news at afl “ for Monikchunds mouth must spread <a£l the Lyes he 
would have reported.” 44 

To appreciate the danger and difficulty of Murshid Kuli Khan’s position 
at this crisis we have only to read the steps taken by the English at Calcutta 
at the same time. When the n$ws of the Emperor’s death was received the 
Council passed the following resolution : — “ Considering the great Confusions 
and Troubles that may arise in Bengal during the Inter Regnum, Agreed that 
we Order all our Officers of this Garrison to be constantly in a Readiness, and 

10 41. Wilson, Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol. I, pp. 296, 298, 299, Vol. II r 

Part 1, pp. 19*21, 23, 28, 29. 

42. Muhammad Azimu*sh*Shan. 1 

43. Ijar-a-pa, a complete suit, presented as a Khiiat or dress of honour, by the sovereign 

or his representative. Hobson Jobson, p. 906. C 

44. Wilson, Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol. II, Part 1, pp. 46, 47, 48. 
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to See that all under them be ready, And that Ammunition be put into the 
proper places, that are for that purpose on all Bastions, Amt that we keep an 
Extraoiataary lookout, And that the Gunner mount the Mortars, And some great 
Guns lie placed on the Curtains, Also that the Buxie 45 lay in good Store of 
all sorts of grain, and Provisions; As for the soldiers we have now about 200 
besides Officers, amongst which are about 140 stout Europeans, which with the 
Company and Freemen of this Place And the Gunioome Crew, 

We think will on' any Occasion be sufficient to Defend this Garrison/’ 46 

The Consultations also prove that the Company’s servants, or at least one 
of them* had private transactions with Manik Chand. A Mr. Josiah ^hitty, the 
Company’s paymaster and storekeeper in 1710, was found guilty of misap- 
propriating the Company’s cash and dismissed the service. But this was not 
all. Chitty had contracted large debts with Indian merchants and although 
1)\ February 1712, he had made good the money belonging to the Company he 
could not leave for England until he had satisfied his creditors. In February 
17 Cl he made o\ei t«» the Council a*bond for Id, 804 pagodas due to turn from a 
mci chant at Madias, for the payment ot his creditors. In May he sold his 
jewels which realised 11s. 22,611 while his debts at that time amounted to 
IN (58,130. The Consultations relate now Chitty was, at length, allowed to 
leave for England “ Bernareseat infoimmg us that Mcriskehundsaw and the 
otliei Creditors ot Mr. Josiah Chitty are willing to let him go for England upon 
li’< pa\ 'tig IN 7,000 to Monickchund and lie thfl said Bernarseseat 47 engaging 
lnmself to endemmfy the Company tiom the clamour of Monickchund and Mr. 
Clnttys othei Creditors in case they ot any of them complain to the Government 
and pretend that the debts he«ows them is due from the Company We do agree 
that an order be given to Captain Winter to receive Mr Chitty a Passenger on 
his ship the “ King William ” to England.” It is evident that Manik Chand was 
a person of in ortance'and one whose complaints would be attended to by the 


45 “ In the early days of the Council of Fort William we find the title Baxee applied 

to a European Civil Officer, through whom payments were made.* ’-—Hobson Jobson, p. 134. 

46. Wilson, Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol. II, Part 1, p. 44. 

47. Varanasi Sett (Wilson). These Setts of Calcutta have been confused with the Seths 
of Murohidabad by the Rev. J. Long in his “ Selections from Unpublished Records of Govern- 
ment”— p. 9 (note) and elsewhere. Four families of Bysacks and one of Setts \pft Satgaon 
in the middle of the 16th century, founded the settlement of Govindpur on the site of 
present Fort William and established the Sutanuti market on the north of Calcutta where 
they did business with the Portuguese. Many years after they came into connection with, 
the English. Varanasi Sett was the Company’s broker, the most important of their Indian ssm&ts 
(Wilson’s Early AnnAs, etc., Vol. 1, pp, 128, 137, 199, 200). 

32 




126 


BENGAL : PAST <$• PRESENT . 


Government, As soon as he is satisfied Chitty may go. The claims of the 
other merchants h(id not been fully satisfied as late as 1716.48 

4. 

4.8 Manik Chand became the most famous oi the sons of Hiranand^Saho be 
ia usually placed first when they are enumerated but it is not ceitam that he 
was the eldest of them. The remaining six sons weie G'JafcchPua. >T*.»nakchand, 
Ameechand, Sadanand, Gobordhandas, and Dipehand.49 They do o* ♦ appeal 
in the pages of historians. The only memofy of them handed down m the fa- 
mily is that they founded banking houses in vanous parts of nonthein India and 
the transactions of these banks, have, fox the most pad, perished with the books 
in which they weie recorded But the lecoids of one gieat company of mei- 
ehants the East India Company -are still caiefully pieserved and from that 
souice it is established that Sadanand settled at Delhi and there had transactions 
with Kwajah Saihad, the Armenian, who accompanied John Xuiman on the 
famous embassy despatched by the Company to the Empeioi Fairukhsiyai in 
L711 These transactions weie, years afteitoaids, to cause trouble between the 
Company and Sadanand’s son, Lalji, as will be lecoided in its due place 50 

The Sunnan embassy tiavelled tin ougli x some of the principal titles ot 
northern India and made a long *tay ^tJDelhi and we have a iccoio of then 
money tiansaetions in all these places If, as was no doubt the case, tl^e sons 
of lliranand Sabo had banking establishments of note m these cities n would 
probably have happened that the Embassy came into contact with them 
A study of the Diaiy, Consultations and Letteis of 'the membeis of the embassy 
reveals the following facts. 

To furnish the embassy with mone^ the President and Council at Calcutta 
gave Surman letters of credit addressed apparently to tw r o bankeis at Delhi- 
named Lalvihari and Jugalprasad. These letters of credit, howevei, proved 
useless “ We have met with nothing but denials,” they wnfc on July 20th 
1715, “ Lollbehary refusing to let us have any money but on very ameasonable 

conditions, the other Joogurpursaud remains in Agra, we have wrote* 

to him but with little hopes of Success We hope your Honour etc. a’s first let- 
ters will remedy this dieappointjnei*t.”51 Fresh letters of credit were accord- 
ingly sent and the embassy appears 4o have obtained money from the factois of 
Gololchund Saw giving bills of exchange drawn on the President and Coun- 
cil at Calcutta fdr on October 6th they informed the Council that Gololchund 
« \ 

48. Wftfon, Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol. II, Part 1, pp , 16, 40, 106, 132, 
160, 241 

49 Note supplied by the present head of the fufcily. 

50 Page 149. 

51 Wilson, Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol 12, Part % pp, 63, 54. 
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8aw'g agent was complaining that the Council had accepted the bills but not 
paid them. 6 2 They had no further occasion to boirow mojaey till April 9th 
1717. On that' date they gave a bill of exchange drawmon the President and 
Council for Rs. 25,000 “ payable 70 days after date to Sawbiparry or Ovdei 
being, for value received here from MurUdar Bawsein Decanny Ray Factois to 
Kissoray Kissenchund/'^ The embassy? then, first bonowed fiom the factors 
of Gololchundsaw and next of Kissoray Kissenchund. 

On July 5th they draw two bills on the Company— one for Rs 12,000 and 
the other for Rs. 10,000 for value received at Delhi fiom the factois of Kis- 
soray Kissenchund and write two letters54 to the Council iiitoiuung them <>i the 
tiansactions. But in th&r next letter, 55 dated July 19th, w i it ten horn Bma- 
pulah after their departure from Delhi, they state “ We wiote ynm Jlonoiu etc , 

the 7tli June we also wiote your llonoui etc., two letteis of the oth 

instant, to accompany two bills of Exchange, one foi 10,000 and one foi 12,000 
Siceas then drawn, payable to Sawbiparry for tbe value received here trom 
Gololchundsaw’s factois/’ It follows, tberefoie, that either a mistake has been 
made in this letter or the ambassadors could say that they had bon owed of 
the factois of Gololchundsaw oi the factors of Kissoray Kisseui huud inditteicnt- 
ly, that these weie in fact the same peisous and represented the same finn The 
bill* ceitamly came into the handy of Gololckuud who sold them to the bouse 
nt Manik Chand. Gololchuud himself came to see the ambassadois at ] ) atna 
and complained that the bills had been subjected to a discount of two pci < out 
and lequested them to obtain a statement from Manik (’baud's factmy at Cal- 
' utta “ importing that they have received the Bill in full as it was drawn/' 55 
Again, the ambassadois infoimed. the Council that they had appointed a 
< citain Mitteisein to be the English agent at Delhi and had left six months’ pay 
for him in the hands of (iolochu ml saw's factors to whom all letteis foi Mitteisem 
were to be addressed 57 jvhile in theii Consultation on the mattei they agreed 
" that Mr. John Surman pay 600 rupees to Murlidai Dawaein Decaunyiays 
Factory with orders to pay Mittersein 100 rupees per month/ ”58 That is they 
resolved to pay the money to Kissoray Kissen ehund’s factors and then infoi- 

52. Ibid, p. 73. 

53. Ibid, p 184 

54 Ibid, letters xxxv and xxxvi, p. 209. 

55. Ibid, Letter xxxvii, p 213. 

56 Wilson Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol II, Pait 2. p. 234.# The word* 
■of the letter are “He (Golohhundaaw) desires Your Honour, etc to take a writing from hie* 
Factory there to Gololchundsaw ’» here importing, etc.” “His” apparently refer* to Manik 
Chand and “ they ” to the people at Manik Chand’a factory. 

57. Ibid, p. 21G 

58. Ibid, p. 218. 
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med the Council they were paying it into the ha ml a of the factor* of Golol- 
churuLaw. 

At Agra the ambassadois obtain money from Kissoiay Kissenchund him- 
self , 59 at Korah Jehanabad from his factors while their letter to the Council 
from the same place is delivered to Gololohund’s factors to be forwarded^ and 
a lame camel is left w it h the same factors to be sold M At Allahabad they again 
obtain money from Kissoray Kissencbund’s factors . 62 At Benares they had no 
money transactions.^ 

From the foregoing facts there emerges into tangible foiin the existence 
of a gieat banking firm with its headquaiters at Patna under Gololehund, its 
principal branch at Agra under Kissoray Kissenchund and other blanches X 
Korah Jehanabad and Allahabad and no doubt at other places which the am- 
bassadon did not visit. 

When we seek to connect this banking Louse with the house at Mmshida- 
bad a difficulty presents itself Gololehund, or Gulalehand as the name would 
be tiansliterated now, was not one of the sons of lliranand Sabo. Tt may be, 
however, that a mistake has been made and that we ought to lead Gulabchand 
who wuis a biother of Manik Chand. Gulal is a very rare, if not an entiiely un- 
known name for an Indian while Gulab i«Ta fairly common name It ocpuis 
again as the name of one of Manik Chand’s descendants. In fact most Indians 
would natuittlly be inclined to read Gulab instead of Gulal unless they looked 
at the name carefully. Curiously enough, m the facsimiles of the manuscript 
given in Dr. Wilson’s book 64 the b’s might easily be mistaken foi L‘s and it 
might be supposed that a mistake had been made in transciibing the name A 
reference, however, to the manuscript at the India Office m London pioves that 
this is not the case But no doubt the original documents in the handwiiting 
of Hugh Barker, the Secretary to tlie embassy, were kept at Calcutta and copies 
sent to London. A copyist whose b’s and l’s are almost alike might easily have 
made the mistake of writing Golol for Golob. The English at this time were 
very careless and eccentric in spelling Indian names. 

Then it has been seen that the first Delhi bankers to whom the membeis of 
the embassy were given letters o? credit refused to have dealings w r ith them. In 
such a difficulty the President and Council would naturally have turned to the 


59 Ibid, p. 224 

60 Ibid, p. 227 

61 Ibid, p 238 

62 Ibid, p. 231. 

63 Ibid, p. 232. 

64 Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol.'ll, Part 2 The facsimiles of the 
manuscript face pages 42 and 84 
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head of the house at Murshidabnd who was known to have groat influence at 
Delhi and the latter would just as naturally have recommended his brotkei'» 
tii m to them in which he had, no doubt, a financial interest. 

Again one of the transactions of the embassy with “ Gololohundsaw " is 
linked up with Manik (.'hand's factory at Calcutta and though Manik * Chand 
himself was dead at this time tlieie is evidence to piove that foi some yeais 
aftei his death the Muishidabad house was still known as Manik Chund’s 
house A r > 

Mitteisein, the name of the man who was appointed to watch over the in- 
teie^ts of the Company in all the tlnee presidencies at Delhi and who was to ho 
paid throiurh the agency of “ (iolob hund’s ” factois, is translitertited by Dr. 
AVil-au as Mittra Sen. Xow Rai Mittia Sen wms an elder hrotlier of Fateh 
('hand, the adopted son of Manik (’hand, and was killed in the massacre of the 
people at Delhi which was rallied out by the order of Nadir Shall in 1739.6& 

Lastly it must he home in mind that no new' discovciy has been made in 
the essential fact That Manik Ch.uid and his hrotheis established hanking 
houses throughout northern India is one of the tiaditions pieserved in the 
tamily to this day. What is m*w L the attempt to prove that these hanking 
houses were actually endowed with “ a local habitation and a name" and what 
is^iresentcd tor the fust time is .» glimpse of them actually engaged in the tiaiis- 
< at ion of their business. 

5. 

The Consultations of the Council at Calcutta contain no reference to Manik 
( hand after the settlement ot Mr. Chittv’s debts. Manik Chand w'as near his 
cud but before his death he received niaik of honour fiom tho Empeior Fai- 
i ukhsiyar. 

The Kmpeior Faiiukhsiuu had resided at Muishidabad dining the life- 
time of his grandfather, Bahadur Shall. Tfe had lived on teims of friendship 
with Mursbid Kuli Khan 67 and must have become acquainted w r ith the Nawab’s 
chief adviser and his adopted son, Fateh Chand. There may have been finan- 
cial relations between the futuie Kmpeior and Manik Chand at this time but, if 
so, no record remains of them. Events, however, soon occurred which placed 
Farrukhsiyar under heavy pecuniary obligations to the bankeis of Murshida- 
bnd. 

At the death of Bahadur Shah Muishid Kuli Khan recognised Azimu-sh- 
slum, FamikbsiyaCs father, as Emperor but when that piinre was slain in bat- 
tle he made his peace with his competitor for empire, Jahandar Shah, refund 

• 65. There is an instance of this as late as the year 1765. See page 

66. Ghose, “ Modern History of the Indian Chief, Rajas, etc.” Part II, p. 457. 

67. Stewart, ‘^History of Bengal,” p. 384. 
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to take up the cause of Farrukhsiyar and hinted that it would be advisable for 
him to leave Murshidabad. Farrukhsiyar with his household and a few atten- 
dants proceeded to Patna and threw himself on the protection of Syed Ilusain 
Ali Khan whom his father had made Governor of Beliar. After a struggle 
between self-interest and gratitude Husain Ali Khan promised Fairukhsiyai 
his aid and also enlisted in the prince’s service his brother Syed Abdullah Khan, 
the Governor of Allahabad. 1 68 These two Syed biothers play a gieat pait in 
the history of the next eight years. 

Gratitude was a somewhat rare viituc in those days in India and if Famik- 
lisiyar had ti listed only to the suppoit of those who had received benefits fiom 
his father he would never have become Emperor. But an Imperial Piinco who 
was a good paymaster could always be suie that hosts of soldiers of foitune 
would flock to his standard. As a rule they fought bravely but if then pay- 
master happened to be killed in the fight their obligations w*ere at an end and 
they fled from the field.69. Farrukhsiyar’s fiist necessity, then, was money. Ao- 
dingly Husain Ali Khan “assembled the bankers and principal men of the city 
and haring boi rowed fiom them large sums of money, propoitionable to then 
circumstances, foi which he gave bonds signed by the Piince, and payable on 
his having subdued his enemies, he soon assembled a good army.” 70 Latei, in 
spite of the lemonstiances of ITu&ain Ali Klian, Fairukhsiyar le\ied forced ( m- 
tiibutions on the mci chants and diove all the lich men out of the city. 71 

Manik (’hand had a branch house at Patna which seems to have been in 
charge of Fateh ('band. Besides being the home of his parents bis own family 
lived at Patna and his eldest son was bom tlieie. Even when he became the 
head of the house at Murshidabad after the death of Manik Cliand w r e find him 
at Patna in March 1715. 72 It is a probability almost amounting to a ceitainty 
that Fateh Chand, as Manik Chand’s agent, was one of the contributors to the 
loan and one of the rich men that left the city. Foi w r lien Farrukhsiyar on his 
march to Delhi came to Benares he raised “ a loan of one kror of rupees on 
the security of the Empire from Nagar Set and other leading bankers of 
Benares.” 73 Another passage from the historian just quoted throws 
light on the identity of this mysterious Nagar Set. lie tells us 
that “on .Tafai Khan’s lepresentafion to the Emperor, Nagar Set’s uncle and 
agent, Fateh Chand Saliu, w-hose services had won the good graces of the Khan, 


68. Ibid, pp 384 387. 

69. Thej*e are twelve instances of this from the first volume of the Seir Mutaquerin alone, 
34, 52, 53, 60, 102, 168, 214, 293, 496, 501, 503, 144. 

70. Seir Mutaquerin, Vol. I, p. 50. 

71. Wilson, Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol. II, Part 1 pp. 80, 86. 

72. Ityd, Vol. II, Part 2, p. 24. 

73. Riyasu s salatin, p. 269. 
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was invested with the title of Jagat Set, and appointed to the office of Treasurer 
General of Bengal.” 74 Now it is incredible that Fateh Chand was the agent 
of the son of one of his own brotheis or sisters while lip was undoubtedly the 
agent of Manik Chand. Again, Nagar was the name of Iliranand Saho’s birth- 
place in Bajputana. Perhaps Manik Chand, too, had been bom there. ‘After 
the death of Iliranand Sabo, Manik Chand was the most likely member of the 
family to receive such a name. Indeed Stewart, who used the book of the his- 
torian quoted above in compiling his history of Bengal veiy naturally cor- 
rects liis authority on tins point. “At his (Miiiskid Kuli Khan’s) recommen- 
dation,” says Stewart, “ (Fanukhsiyar) appointed the nephew of Maniekchund 
to be the Imperial treasurer, or banker, with the title of Juggeet Scarf.” 75 

Stewart, while coiroeting one error, has retained another. It was not the 
Kmperor Fanukhsiyar who invested Fateh Chand with the title of Jagat Seth. 
Another Emperor was to do this as will be fold in its place. It was Manik 
Chand who was rewaided by the Emperor Fanukhsiyar for the financial aid 
which had contributed so materially to the success of bis cause A farman, 
issued in the third year of his icign and still n\ the possession of the head of 
the family at Murshidabad, declaied that Manik ('hand had been elevated with 
the awaid of the title of Seth and that it was pioper and to be deemed impera- 
tive* that the civil and ministerial officers and the '•ecietai ies oi the picsent and 
future should designate him as Seth.” 75 

According to ‘ lLobson-Jobson ” (p. 81*1) the word “ selli” is derived from 
the Sanseiit “sresiha” meaning ‘‘best” m “chief,” “^icsllii,” “the chief of a 
corporation, a merchant or bankei.” In the Compauv's iecoids we frequently 
find the woid attached to the names of tlieir Indian merchants, eg., Bemasse- 
seat and in course of time it was applied to these men liants as a body. On 
many occasions in later jears, we icad that the Seats 01 Sects were summoned 
to the Council Chamber to discuss with the President and Council the pi ice of 
goods. But the word had nevei hitherto been used by the English when refer- 
ring to the house at Murshidabad. In their ease another word — salio (sliaw, 
saw) — meaning “mei chant” or “banker” had been used, e.g. Monickcbundsaw 
Futticliundsaw, and wdien the records begin to apply the void to the bankers 
of Murshidabad it is not, as a lule, added to the name as it was in the case of 
their own merchants. We seldom find in the iecoids “Futtiohundseat” but 
“Seat Futtichund.” In this « aso the woid was not a mere appellation but a 
title, conferred by the Em perm and rauying with it a certain rank. What 
that rank was cannot be ascertained with precision but it was eeityinly such 


•74. Ibid, pp. 273, 274. 

75. History of Bengal, p. 393. 

76. From a translation of the Emperor’s farman. 
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as befitted the Aawab’s chief advisei One privilege which was said 
to have been confeired by the Tbnpeior on Mamk Chanel’s family at this time, a 
pnvilege which they*shaied with tlie family of the Nawab alone, was the light 
of wearing gold oinaments on the feet The Empeior is said to ha\e piesented 
Mamk Chand’s wife with a golden ornament which was, and still is, held in the 
gieatest veneiation by the female membeis of the family 77 

Mamk (hand lived only a shoit time aftei lecerving Ins title fiom the 
Empeini lie died on the 10th day of the new moon of the month of Magh m 
t lie Samvaf veai 1771 (1711 AT) ) 7 8 His lomains woio placed m Mamkbagh, 
a ganleu on the opposite side of the livei Bhagiiatln which has long since been 
washed aftay r by the mci lh had no children but, as has been related be foie 
adopted Tateli ( bind, the son of lus sister and Rai Uday (hand, and Fateh 
( hand succeeded him as the bead of the house at Muishidabad 

Mamk (hand had xaised tins house to wealth and gieatness He had bian- 
c lies at Calcutta, D icca Patna and Benares A few years after Ins death men- 
tion is made of a blanch it Ilugli winch may well have been established In 
Mamk Chand and tbeit wcu piobably houses m othei places of which no lecoid 
icmains In the case of Delhi theie is a doubt It has been asseited tliat 
Fateh Chand was the he ul of (lie turn at Delhi at the time of Ins adoption l>\ 
Mamk Chand and that Mamk ( hand i emitted the tubule of Bengal to Delhi by 
dtafts on Ins home theic But w ltli icganl to the formei statement it is nnpro 
bable that a boy held sucli a post and even if he had, the house would piobabh 
liave belonged to one of Mamk (hand’s biothers. , Aftei Ins adoption wo have 
seen that Fateh (hand was connected with Patna Again all 
the evidence shows that in the time of Mamk Chand the tnbutc 
of Bengal was lenntted to Delhi in specie undei an aimed guaid 
As late as 1720 we iead that 4 (he King’s Iieasmc is icadv and 
only waits fm a guaid winch is expected in a few days ”79 It is 
not till 172S, when Mnija-ud-daula was X iwab, that we bud it icroidcd tliat a 
pirt of the tubute was lenntted to Delhi l>\ means of Bills of Exchange 80 It 
would appeal, theiefoie that the house at Delhi was founded bv Fateh (hand 
Theie is no reason to doubt, howovei, that Mamk Chand had acquired influence 
at the Court of Delhi and he had ceitamly leceived maiks of the Empeioi’s 
f iv our 

In Bengal the influence of Mamk Chand was almost as gieat as that of 
the Governor lie was the iight-liand man of the Nawab in all Ins financial 

77 Note supplied bv the present head of the firmly 

78 Ibid 

79 Indn Office Recoids Consultation, Monday, 6th June, 1726 

80 tbid Consultation, Monday, 17th June, 1728 ' 
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reforms and in liis private affairs. The establishment of the mint at Murshida- 
bad was duo to him and, wherever it was situated and whoever was in nominal 
control, there is not doubt that Manik Chand’s infiuenco'over it was piu amount. 
A few years after his death the chief of the English factoiy at Cassimbazar de- 
clared that Manik Chan’s adopted son had the sole use of the mint and not 
another banker or merchant dared to buy or coin a lupees’ woith of silver. 81 
lie was the Tieasuier of the Government and the piivate hoards of the Nawab 
weie deposited with him. It was said that on the Xawa's death five krors oi. 
rupees remained unpaid by the Miushidubud house but thh> was a figment oi 
later times. The zamiudars and other collectors of the icvenue made their 
payments to Manik Ckand. “ Tlieie Weie in those days no treasuries scattered 
ovei the country in the several districts. The zamindars collected tlic levenue 
and remitted it to the viceregal treasury at Murshidabad. Every year at the 
time of Punya, or annual settlement of the ievenue, a custom introduced by 
Murshid Kuli Khun, all the zamindais assembled at the bank of the Seths, in 
older to settle their accounts, adjust the difference of batta or discount, and 
negotiate for a fresh supply of funds.” 8 ? In the time of Siiaj-ud-daula the 
Punya appears to have been held in the month of Apiil and to have lasted a 
month. That it was a gicat cven^of the year is clear fiom the fact that Siraj- 
ud-dula pleaded it as an ex< use for neglecting to attend to matters in which the 
English Nvere interested. 85 Erom the time of Manik Chand it may be said Dial 
“the banker and his descendants weie recognised as permanent members oi 
the Nawab’s council, (heir influence wuis of chief importance in deciding the 
lesult of every dynastic i evolution, and they were ahvays in constant com- 
munication with the ministers of the •Delhi couit. 84 . 

Manik Chand’s wife— or rather, his piincipal wife for he appears to have- 
had two -suivived hei husband lot tw enty seven yeais. She w r as a remarkable 
woman and when she died the priest of the family wuote a poem in her praise 
in which he relates her paientage, her maniage to Manik Chand, how, when 
Manik Chand died, she went on a pilgi image to the holy hill of Parasnath and 
how she passed the remainder of hex life in fasting, prayer and the practice of 
cvoiy kind of austerity. Noticeable too, is tbe interest she took in the welfare 
of the Oswals whom Manik Chand encouraged to settle in Murshidabad. At 
one time it is said there weie as many as 500 Oswals in Murshidabad whose 

81. Wilson, Early Annals of tbe English in Bengal, pp. 369 of proof sheets of the 
portion of Vol III (Jan , 1718— May, 1722) that was in type at the time of Dr. Wilson’s death. 
This volume was not issued. (This volume has boen published now. S C. S ) 

82. Hunter’s, Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol. ix, p. 256. 

83. Hill, Bengal in 1756 57, Vol. II, pp 294, 355. 

84. Hunter, Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol. ix, p. 254. 
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dwellings weie clustered together near the house of the Seths and this colony 
received from the inhabitants of Murshidabad the name of Mahajantoli. 
When the fortunes of the Seths decayed the members of this settlement gradu- 
ally drifted away but the presence of rich Oswals at Azimganj ani Baluchar 
in the neighbourhood of Murshidabad is due to the encouragement and patron- 
age which the Seths extended to their fellow clansmen. 

The Poem in praise of the wife of Manik Cliand is written in Gujaiati and 
has been translated thus : — 

1. With salutations to the Lord Gautama and the goddess Saraswati J 
begin these verses, singing the praises of gieat ones. 

2. 0 gentle hearer! Hearken to the praise of the Sati for it will cleanse 
thy mind and purify thy hearing. 

3. The Jina bade us give heed to four virtues which, if a man pursue, 
he shall bo able to steer safely across the ocean of the world. 

4. In the Satya Juga there were sixteen Satis but of those oi the Kali 
Jug a Manik Heviji is chief. 

5. Many volumes would be necessary to tell of her countless austerities 
and her strict observance of every ceiemony. Let it suffice me to record tho^e 
virtues which have made her famous. 

6. Right glad am I to tell her virtues; in the relation of them my tongue 
becomes purified and it will enable men to steer clear of the shoals in this sea 
of life. 

7. First will I relate her biitli and hei lineage and the town and province 
in which she was born. 

8. In the Jarabudwipa lies the country of Bharatabarsa and in the centre 
of this stands Mount Meru eight miles in height. 

9. There is a province of Bharatabarsa named Batsa and therein is situat- 
ed the city of Kausarabhi and below this city flows Ganga. 

10. Chandanbala, most renowned of the Satis of the Satya Juga, was 
born in that city and Mrigabati, Satis also. 

11. Anathmuni, the sixth Tirthankaia Padma Praba, and many a holy 
man beside were also born there. 

12. Near Kausambi is the town of Shahzadpur, below which flows Ganga, 
-containing inhabitants of eighteen different nationalities. 

13. The town in beauty is like to Indra’s heaven and the 84 clans of the 
Oswals dwell therein. 

<- 14. Here lived Sravak Puran Mull of the Pargara clan, a man most vir- 
tuous and hospitable. 

15. And his wife Gulabbahu, a devout follower of the Jaina religion And 

a woman tof charitable heart. • [ 

16. Of these was Manik Debi born and her soul came from heaven. 
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IT. She was born on the eleventh day of the full moon in the month of 
Sravan, Samvat 1737. 

18. Ivisor Kumari was the name they gave her and* as she grew she be- 
•carne her parents’ greatest joy. 

19. For every lucky sign was visible in her and she possessed all good at- 
tributes. 

20. In course of time her parents decided that a bridegroom must be 
sought and great wealth should be spent on the ceremonies of her marriage. 

21. So her father gave his youngest hi other charge to find at fair bride- 
groom for his daughter and he, after much tiavel, came at last to the town of 
Patna. 

22. In the town of Patna lived a chief of the Oswals, of the clan Grailurba, 
a wealthy man and a generous. 

23. Hiranand was his name; he was like a king who is obeyed by all, and 
he had seven goodly sons. 

24. One of these, whose name was Manik ('hand, was also kiuglike; he 
seemed to be an incarnation of Kamdcva ; he was blessed with cveiy lucky sign 
and endowed with all good qualities. 

25. The messenger, glad at heait that his quest was successful, bestowed 
upoV him the maiks of betrothal and made piepaiations for the mariiage. 

26. Then the bridegroom, with his fiiends and relations, took his journey 
to the town of Puian Mali and procession that went with him with its chariots, 
horsemen, footmen and elephants was like an army. 

27. Puran Mall welcomed hi ni in great .state and at a time when the 
stars were propitious gave liipi his daughtei in marriage. 

28. A great dow r ry he gave with her and rejoiced the hearts of those who 
came in the bridal party with gifts; each received according to his rank; then 
he sent his daughter to the home of her husband. 

29. And a messenger was sent to announce the happy tidings of their 
.coming to the parents of the bridegroom and they were delighted and welcom- 
ed them with signs of great joy. 

30. When the bridegroom with his biide entered the house great gifts 
were bestowed on the needy; the female members of the family rejoiced when 
they saw the bride for a lucky bride is a great blessing to a bouse. 

31. At her coming the fortune of the family increased ; w r ealth flowed in 
abundantly — jewels of every kind, gold, silver and every precious tiling so that 
they could not be counted for number. 

32. Elephants, horses, palkis, raths and such like things, servants, maids 
and* attendants grew in number day by day. 

33. The nar|te of a virtuGus man is spread throught the length and breadth 
of the land; his family increases; his wealth and possessions multiply. 
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34. The bride came like Lakshmi in liuman guise; therefore her name 
was changed to Manik Devi; in beauty also she was like a goddess. 

35. The happiness of the two was like that of Indra and his consoit in 
heaven who delight in singing and music and the dance. 

3G. Bliss such as heavenly beings know was theirs; the happiness which 
flows how good deeds was theiis also; their lo\e was like that of the chatuk- 
pakshi for the watei which falls from the clouds. 

37. Manik Chand, like a king, came to Murshidabad in fair Bengal and 
built him a banking house theie. 

38. The Emperor ot Delin' gave him high position and nobles, gentry, sol* 
dieis and'all men obeyed his wishes. 

39. Fanukhsiyar, the Emperor, gave him the title of Seth, and the pro- 
clamation of his title was made throughout the empire. 

40. And all the wealth of Bengal was his. Ilia son, named Fateh Chand, 
was born like India in heaven. 

41. To him the Empcioi of Delhi gave deeds with the title of Jagat Seth, 
whieb means “ Loid of the World ” and he became the ornament of the state and 
the pillar of lus family 

42. Who became Jagat Seth after him .ind the sariom of his race? Tfe 
had two sons, like to the sun and the moon. 

43. Seth Ananda (’hand and Day a Chanel weie llieii names and they were 
like manifestations of Indra and Kamdcva. 

14. And lire son of Seth Anand Chand was Mahtqb Rao and the son of 
I) ay a Chand was Rup Chand - possessors of many virtues. 

45. Manik Devi was exceedingly blessed inasmuch as her sons and grand- 
sons were as jewels recoveted from the ocean. The children of the other sik 
sons of lliranand vote also men of note and ot gieat ability in tbeii callings. 

46. The cousins and their wives lived together in great friendship and 
happiness. They formed a goodly company like that of India and the gods in 
heaven; and the fortune of the family increased day by day 

47. In the morning they worshipped the god Jina and listened to the tea- 
ching of pious preceptors whom they served with great regard; all the rules and 
ceremonial rites enjoined for each day* those they duly observed. 

48. They spent their money in the seven ways consecrated by the Jain 
religion and gave relief also to the poor and needy. Matgji 85 duty observed all 
t be ceremonies enjoined by the holy ones. 

49. t So likewise did her sons and grandsons failing in nought. They were 
wealthy and of liberal hearts and it was pleasant to them to give to others. 


85. Mother, Manik Devi. 
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50. Manik Chand, having acquired great reputation in this world, left for 
the heavenly home on the tenth clay of the new moon of the month of Magk, 
Samvat 1771. 

51. Throughout the days of mourning the renowned Sati, Mataji, told her 
heads and fasted and practised other austerities which cannot be fully des- 
ciibed; and all the world began to admire her. 

52. It became her great desiie to icpaii to the hill of Parasnath if haply 
the sight of the god might assuage hei grief. 

53. And 'when her son knew of hei desire he formed an assembly to go to 
the hill. 

54. At his request the loids of the districts through which tlfe assembly 
was to pass icpaiied the roads and constructed new ones. 

55. Invitations to join the assembly w^erc issued in all the countries around 
with money for the expenses of the jomney. 

5G. Those that asked received hoises, carriages, tents and conveyances of 
different kinds. 

57 People came from all quaileis and when they were assembled astio- 
logeis weie charged to appoint an auspicious moment to begin the journey. 

58. And so she started with the assembly at an auspicious moment in 
a good day when all the st.us wm* f.nnuiable. 

59. The assembly had chosen Seth A mind cliand to he their leader and 
lie set out in right royal stile with his brother Seth Daya (’hand. 

GO. With joy and gieat pomp the assembly set out to visit the god of the 
Jamas. There weie tents of vehet and embroidery, 

61. There was red broad cloth, calicoes from the Carnatic and covers of 
different hues. On the way men flocked to ^ee the sight and when they de- 
parted they said “ India has come down hom heaven/’ 

G2. The elephants weie richly caparisoned with howdahs, umbrellas and 
covers. 

64. There were swift steeds of Camboja with harness of gold and silver 
and decked with jewels. 

64. Innumerable vehicles also and chariots and palanquins of every kind. 
Pajas and Panas kncw T not such wealth as was displayed in this procession. 

65. Armed guards and hoi semen accompanied the procession -men zeal- 
ous in the performance of their duty. 

66. The elephants bore hands of musicians and then banners floated in 
the air. The Pajas of the neighbouring countries gazed at the sight with awe. 

67. Holy men and women of the Swetambara sect of the Jains were there- 
an. I followers of the six systems of philosophy; the number of suppliants could 
not be counted. 

35 
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68. Piominent among the 84 clans in the assembly were the Oswal, Sn- 
nial and Puiwar; among them were many very rich men to whom the leader 
showed due respect. 

69. The first stopping place was Bind wan wheie the 24th Tirthankai, 
Mahavira obseived Chatuimnsya. Thence they came to Champapuii wheie the 
sight of the temple of Jineswar filled them with joy 

70. At Pachete they visited the temple of Raghimathji in which the Ma- 
liasati Sita also dwells; heie they made some stay to see the foiest, the hills and 
the monkeys that abounded theio. 

71 Next the) halted at Bundapuu and having woi shipped the Jmeswai 
acquired much merit; then the) arnved at the foot of the Sekharjis and deemed 
their lives had been blessed when they saw (lie sacied hills. 

72 Then they ascended the lull and ^aw r the Jmeswai; they peifonoed 
the flnatri Puja and conseciated a temple; and thus was the heart's desne of 
the Mataji fulfilled. 

73. She made offering to the Jmeswai of ornaments of gold set with 
jewels; she peifoimed the Satiavedi Pupi and saw and did worship to the 
twenty temples above wheie twenty of the Tiithankais attained wisdom and 
salvation, thus spreading the Jain religion 

74. Foi three days they lived on the top of the lull and woi slapped in the 
temples with much lespect and reverence, acquiung groat meiit and attaining 
the puiposc for which they were bom 

75. Then they descended to the toot of the lull* and the loader of the us- 
semblv did honour to his attendant and followers; he invited them to feast 
wdth him and presented the guests w ith coins of gold 

76. Those who had accompanied the path ofleiod a garland to Seth 
Anand Chand and they praised and blessed him for the good work he had done 

77. The assembly returned home lejoicing and there was great joy in the 
city also; men said “ great praise has Mu ink T)e\i won fm she has done all that 
wealth can do.” 

78. TIei leputaiton for piety spread throughout the length and breadth of 
the land for it w'as she who had taken an assembly to Sikharj and spent vast 
wealth thereon. 

79 After her return from the pilgmnage, m her joy she lesolved 
to construct a silver throne for the Jain temple in her dwelling house and 
to place on the throne a god made of gold and jewels ; and this she did. 

80. In the morning she used to worship for three hours in her temple and 
then she would utter the nankai mantra ; after this she gave alms and broke her 
fast. 

81. 4 She would fast for two days and eat on the third day^but should other 
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(lays appointed for fasting intervene these also she joyfully obseived and bioke 
her fast at the end of the period; this rule she stiietly obseived while she lived. 

82. She would listen to the reading of the Sciiptmes for six hours; she 
lecited mantras by way of jap thrice a day — in the morning, at mid-day, and 
in the evening; on the eighth and fourteenth day s of (lie moon she applied her- 
self to the spiead of her leligion and twice a day, in the morning and evening, 
she did penance for her sins. 

83. She would never eat young vegetables; she gave alms daily; none 
could excel hei in the piactices of leligion uo, neither Raja noi Sana. 

84. It was during the lifetime of Mauik T)evi that Jain temples, dbaim- 
salas and poshals began to he built in Bengal; theie weie none befoie*for theie 
weic few Jains in the eountiy but dining hei tune llrey came in numbeis 

85. Only a few of the inhabitants of Muislndabad weie Jains hut owing 
to hex patronage they inci eased in numbei lo a thousand. 

86. Those that at lived without food m clothing oi innuo\ the leveled 
Mataji supplied with oveiy thing. 

8T. f lTie Mataji heaped jewels on tho^e who belojetimc had not even a 
gold ling in their possession. 

88. In the Satya Juga, Kuina, \ rkiam, and Bhoja weie tamed toi their 

chatty hut in the Kali Juga Manilv Devi lias b< eu mu j >.i by none. 

89. Since hei annul in this city it has mn\ed in the paths of advance- 
ment and piogicsR. 

line follow details oi hei mimeious iu-.K and otliet acts of asceticism. 

90. Thus she fasted foi twenty-six jours, eating eseiv thinl day only, 
tubing no thought loi her body for sha leceixed power <»1 cnduiancc fiom on 
high. 

100. Scant w*as the sustenance she took when she bioke hei fa^t foi the 
veiy moisels she ate weie, all counted. 

101. Though her asceticism l educed hei to a skeleton yet she depailed not 
rfrom hei practice one wdiit. 

102. She gave lacs in charity; she did gieat good ; she suppoited an innu- 
merable number of her fellow-creatures and fiom them acquired meiit. 

103. The w'orld had no ehaim foi hei, noi einy; sin* was a storehouse of 
forgiveness and meicy; she knew not gladnc^ noi e\oi felt giief lm she was 
above these things. 

104. Tfyere are four kinds of viitue of gitts, of chaiaeioi, of austeiities 
and of meditation; these four were entwined in the lieait of Mataji. 

105. Her happiness was the happiness of the wife of India; for hei body 
she cared nought; in her prayer she remembered the wise men who have attain- 
ted to Nirvana. 
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106 Her name was great ; her relations many ; her family was flourishing. 
Her fortune, too, was great in that she bore in her womb a Jagat Seth. 

10T. Her son ever paid heed to her wishes and approached her with reve- 
rence thrice a day. 

108. So charitable was she that to one who asked a hundred she gave a 
thousand and to one who asked a thousand she would give one lac. A human 
being was to her as her god. 

109. Every day was marked by charity and virtue but during the last 
year of her life her gifts increased. 

110. She gave clothing or food or whatever was asked of her. In tliis 
year she showered gold like rain from heaven. 

111. She gave gold to all and so obtained great fame iu the world; no one 
has surpassed her iu charity to this day. 

112. She blessed her sous, her grandsons and all the members of her fa- 
mily wishing them long life, prosperity, peace and happiness. 

113. In the temple before her god with purity of heart and thought she 
vowed to eat no more; hut she refrained not from charity, nor omitted to hear 
the words of Scripture, nor ceased to acquire merit. 

114. With her thoughts fixed on the god of her religion she asked for 
pardon from all her fellow-creatures. Then Manik Devi departed for the dwel- 
ling place of the gods. 

115. She breathed her last on tlic first day of the full moon in the month 
of Pons, Samvat 1798 when the constellation Pushya was in the ascendant. 

116. O blessed lady Manik Devi ! Your life was worthy; you attained the 
object for which you were horn; you have made your name famous by asceti- 
cism and charity. 

118. Blessed is her father Puran Mall and happy her mother. 

119. She was like to Jaimanti, Chandanbalu, Mrigabati — holy women all- 
and the Safi Suhhadra, who flourished in the fourth age. 

120. After them, in this fifth age, she firmly established the Join religion « 
in which she appeared like an incarnation; for it was written in the Scriptures 
that virtuous ladies would flourish. 

* 

121. Now has the prophecy of Scripture been fulfilled in the person of 
Manik Devi whom I have personally known. 

122. Hearing of her virtuous conduct my heart was filled with joy; the 
mere mention of her name avails to drive away misery; Even wonten of ill life 
who hear of her name and deeds may follow in her footsteps. 

123. And these verses were composed by Muni Sri Jfihal Chand, a disciple 
of TTpadhyaya Sri Hurak Chand, surnamed Parslm Chandra, f 
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124, On the 13th day after the full moon in the month of Pous, Samvat, 
1798, at Murshidabad. 

125. Whoever will read or hear them will derive much pleasure and ac- 
quire merit through the kindness of the Mahasati Manik Deviji whose bio- 
graphy here ends. 

Wealth is acquired by chaiity; 

Conduct is the source of happiness ; 

Religious austerities destroy Karma ; 

Virtuous thoughts attain salvation. 

CHAPTER 2 

JAGAT SETH FATEH CHAND. 

1 . 

A small notebook, written in Hindi, in the the possession of the present head 
of the family, has preserved a few facts relating to the early years of Fateh 
Chand. In the year 1757 Samvat (1700 A. D.) while yet a boy and living with 
his paients at Patna, he was adopted by Manik Chand and joined the latter at 
Dacca. A few years later came the migration to Murshidabad. We have seen 
that in 1711 he was known to the English as an eminent merchant and that in 
171£ he, as well as Manik Chand, icceived marks of the favour of Murshid Kuli 
Khan. After co-operating with Manik Chaml for a period of fourteen years 
he was well qualified to take his fathers place as head of the house and to be- 
come the chief adviser of Murshid Ivnli Khan and his right-hand man in all 
matters of finance. 

In March 1715 Fateh Chand was at Patna. The Surman embassy was 
there and Kwajah Sarhad, fiurman’s second m command, alleging that it was 
dangerous to proceed, wished to delay the embassy at Patna. He declared that 
some of the principal inhabitants of Patna supported hdm in this course and one 
of the names he cited was that of Fateh Chand.l 

About the same time Fateh Chand obtained from the Emperor the title of 
Seth. The farman conferring the title is dated the 5th year of the reign of the 
Emperor Farrukhsiyar and is couched in similar terms to the farman granted 
to Manik Chand. The farman was presented to the Victoria Memorial at Cal- 
cutta by the head of the family on the occasion of Lord Curzon's visit to the 
ancient home of the Seths on the 1st March 1902. 

Farrukhsiyar was put to death in 1719. The Syed brothers, who had rais- 
ed him to the throne, were also the instruments of his downfall. Two puppet 
emperors played a kingly part for a few months after the manner of the Mero- 
vings of old and then the powerful Mayors of the Palace drew forth Roshen 

1 — 

1. Wilson, Early Annals oi the English in Bengal, Vol. II, Part 2, p. 24. 
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Akhtar from his retirement in the castle of Selimgarb and proclaimed him Em- 
peror with the title of Muhammad Shah. 

It was the general belief in Bengal that Murshid Kuli Khan would suffer 
the fate of his master, the Emperor Earrukhsiyar, for Syed Abdu-llah Khan, 
Muhammad Shah’s Vizier, was the Nawab’s “declared enemy.” In fact pro- 
mises of greater preferment were held out to him in order to entice him to 
Court but “ he, being thoroughly sensible of the treachery designed against 
him, has as often found excuses for his staying in Bengal and ’tis the general 
opinion of all persons that he will defend himself where he now it till he is cut 
off.”2 The danger passed away with the disappearance of the two Syed brothers 
from the scene and Murshid Kuli Khan despatched the tribute of Bengal to the 
Emperor together with a complimentary present from himself. The Nawab 
attempted to force the European nations to contribute towards this present and 
directed Seth Fateh Chand and two other officers to enforce his wishes. 

Seth Fateh Chand and his two colleagues summoned the vakils of the Eng- 
lish and Dutch and informed them that they had been appointed by the Nawab 
to demand a nazaranah 2 3 for the Emperor from the English and Dutch which was 
to be paid into their hands. The Dutch were to pay Its. 60,000. The sum to 
be paid by the English was not mentioned but their vakil was told that the 
Nawab intended to stop the tiade of the English in Bengal if they did not com- 
ply with his demand. This was early in March, 1721. By May the Nawab 
had met with no response to his demand and so he ordered Kantu, the Com- 
pany’s broker at the Cassimbazar factory, to ne seized to answer certain charges, 
the nature of which is now rather obscure. The result of this measure was the 
dislocation of the trade at Cassimbazar for the Company’s servants at the fac- 
tory there carried on all negotiations with their Indian mei chants by means of 
Kantu. Further the President and Council felt that the Nawab’s proceedings 
were “ an insult that must be attended with tne worst of consequences should 
we tamely bear it” and resolved to oppose firmly this method of the Nawab to 
bring pressure to bear upon them so that he might fleece them in the matter of t 
the nazranah. They gave instructions to their vakil to raise the King’s duhai 4 
in open court at Hugli, a step already taken at Murshidabad, and ordered a re- 
inforcement of European soldiers to proceed to Cassimbazar. 

At the same time Governor Feake wrote a letter to the Nawab protesting 
against his proceedings. Meanwhile the Chief at Cassimbazar had secured the 

2. Wilspn, Early Annals of the English in Bengal. Proof Sheets of Vol. Ill, p. 106. 

3. A ceremonials present, properly an offering from an inferior to a superior. Hobson 
Jobson, p 634. 

4. 11 An exclamation shouted aloud by a petitioner for redress at a Court of Justice. . . . 
It has a Ipind of analogy, as Thevenot pointed out over BOO years agof to the old Norman 
Haro ! Haro 1 view h mon aide, mon Prince ! ” Hobson Jobson, p. 3B1. 
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interest o f Asad Khan, an officer in favour with the Nawab, who undertook to 
place a letter from the Chief in the Nawab’s hands. The first attempt, made 
by Asad Khan’s deputy, was a failure for the Nawab angrily refused to receive 
the letter. A personal application made by Asad Khan met with a more favour- 
able reception and the Nawab ordered the letter to be brought to him whbn he 
was at leisure. After perusing it he sent for Seth Fateh Chand and directed 
him to enquire “ into the story of the broker’s wife hanging herself.” Seth 
Fateh Chand sent for Kantu and caused him to be examined at the Nawab’s 
kachahri whore he spoke strongly in Kantu’s favour. The result of his repre- 
sentations to the Nawab, supported by those of Asad Khan was the release of the 
broker in a handsome manner, “ the Nawab bidding him tell his masfers, that 
though he was a servant of the English yet he was a subject and tenant of the 
King’s, and as theie were such reports he could not avoid examining into the 
truth of them, which he had thus long deferred, being very busy in dispatch- 
ing the King’s treasure and that now he might go to the Factory and tell them 
to go on with their business as usual.” Nothing more was heaid about a nazia- 
nah to the Emperor.6 

In August of the same year the English made another attempt to obtain the 
right of coining into rupees at the Murshidabad mint the treasure which they 
received from Euiope. The Company’s servants at Oassimbazar used their ut- 
most endeavours to gain over to their cause seine of the Nawab’s officers but all 
• their efforts were fruitless. They were informed “ that while Futtichund is so 
great with the Nawab, they can have no hopes of that grant, he alone having 
the sole use of the Mint, nor dare any other shroff or merchant buy or coin a 
rupee’s worth of silver.”^ 

The Company weie thus forced to sell their treasuie to Seth Fateh Chand 
and under the circumstances they had no alternative but to take the price the 
banker offered. The treasure sent from Europe generally consisted of French 
and Spanish crowns and was sold by weight. Fateh Chand’s offer for two 
phests of treasure was at the rate of 207 rupees 4 annas for 240 sicca rupees’ 
weight of silver and though the Company held out for some time in the hope 
of obtaining a better price they were obliged eventually to close with the offer 
for Seth Fateh Chand would give no more. In the same month (November 
1721) ten chests of ducatoons were sent to Cassimbazar for disposal and there 
was another dispute with Fateh Chand about the price. The banker offered 2 
rupees 7 annas 3 pies for each ducatoon. The English were unwilling to let 
them go at that price declaring that they had always sold them at 2 rupees? 

ft Wilson, Early Annals of the English in Bengal. Proof Sheets of VoL Ill, pp. 32% 
340, 341, 360. 

6. Ibid, p. 369. 
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annas 6 pies each, but at length they agreed “ to divide the difference ” and ac- 
cept 2 rupees 7 annas 4| pies per ducatoon. 7 8 9 Evidently the English merchants 
of the time were not bad hands at driving a bargain when they stood out for a 
difference of a half-penny on each ducatoon nor did Seth Fateh Chand take an 
unscrupulous advantage of the monopoly he possessed when he agreed to a 
price one farthing pei ducatoon below that which the English would willingly 
have accepted. Indeed the Bengal records of the Company show that the re- 
lations between the Company’s servants and the house of Jagat Seth were 
founded on mutual lespect and mutual confidence and though, as we Bliall see, 
disputes sometimes arose between them some of which entailed serious conse- 
quences, *yet the banker could say with justice that he had suffered on account 
of his trust in the English while the English were bound, in their official capa- 
city as servants of the East India Company, to deny liability for debts incurr- 
ed by some of the Company’s servants in their private capacity as traders on 
their own behalf. 

In the yeai 1722, owing to some reason which cannot be ascertained now, it 
was very difficult to obtain money throughout noithein India. The Emperor 
himself felt tho pinch se\erely ,8 while in Bengal money was so scarce that, at 
the end of Maidi, although Muishid Kuli J£han had leccived several peremp- 
tory orders to despatch the Bengal tieasure to Delhi, ho was still 36 lakhs elioit 
of the sum lequiied To add to his perplexities it appeared that Muhammad 
Shah’s new Yiziei, the celebiated Nizamu-l-Mulk, was not his fiiend for he* 
had refused to accept the nnzianali which the Nawab had sent to him on bis 
appointment 9 

The sequel of these events may possibly he seen in a letter dated the 1.8th 
June from the Chief and Council at Oassimbazar 10 in which they repoit to the 
President and Council at Calcutta that they had disposed of moie bullion to 
Seth Fateh Chand " who, having been under the displeasure of the Nabob and, 
as reported, fleeced out of Five Laack of Rupees, could not pay them ready 
money for all the bullion ’’but they hoped to receive the remainder of the money 
the next da/. Assuming the report to have been correct it would mean that 
Murshid Kuli Khan, in his difficulties, had turned to Seth Fateh Chand for 
help, that the banker had not responded in a manner adequate to the Nawab ’3 
necessities and that then the Nawab violently extorted money from Fateh Chand. 

7. Wilson, Early Annals of the English in Bengal. Proof sheets of Vol. Ill, pp. 377-8, 
382 The ducatoon wsb worth five to six shillings. The exchange value of the rupee at this 
tines was fibm 2s. 6d to 2s 9d (India Office Records, Consultations for January, 1722-23 ) 

8. See page 35. 

9. Wilson, Early Annals of the English in Bengal. Proof sheets of what was apparently 
Vol. IV, p. 9. 

10 India Office Records— Bengal Consultations. Consultation Monday, 24th June, 1722. 
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On this it may be remarked that extorting money from Seth Fateh Chand 
was a most dangerous game for the Nawab to play and only sheer desperation 
would have made him resort to it. The statement, too, is admittedly merely a 
rumour which seemed a plausible explanation of the facts and is not given oil 
the authority of their vakil 11 from whom the English at Cassimbazar derived 
reliable information relating to the affairs of the durbar at Mursliidabad. A 
more probable explanation of the incident— one agreeing with the events in the 
life of Seth Fateh Chand which immediately followed — is that the banker, at 
a .time of great financial stringency, came to the aid not only of Murshid Kuli 
Khan but also of the Emperor, Muhammad Shah. 

If there had been such a cloud between the Nawab and the banker it was 
soon dispelled and the latter, apparently, had soon forgiven the act of extor- 
tion which rumour had ascribed to the Nawab. In August wc find the English 
applying to Seth Fateh Chand as the channel of easiest access to the Nawab. 
Ail accusation, involving the sum of Its. 50,000, had been made against 
the Dutch Yakil at Dacca and, by the Nawab’s orders, the English 
vakil at Mursliidabad had been arrested, merely because he happened to be the 
uncle of the accused man and near at hand. The English demanded his release 
which the Nawab was willing to giant provided that the vakil gave security in 
writing for any demands that might he made against him. Thereupon Cap- 
tain Borlace, the commandant of the soldiers at Cassimbazar, was sent to Setb 
Fateh Chand to assure him that the English would never consent to such an 
unjust measure and “ that if the Nabob would not release him they would tako 
such measures as should/' Fateli Chand immediately went to the Nawab and 
informed him that the English had sent the captain of their soldiers to demand 
the vakil. The Nawab ordered him to be released and delivered to Captain 
Borlace and ordered the Dutch vakil at Mursliidabad to give the security first 
demanded from the English vakil. 12 


Seth Fateh Chand had two sons— Anand Chand and Dya Chand. By this 
period the elder of the two had grown up and entered the firm so that the house 
began to be known as that of Seth Fateh Chand and Anand Chand. The earliest 
extant record of this is contained in a resolution of the Bengal Council, dated 
the 13th May, 1723 which runs as follows: — “ Seat Futtichund Annunchund 
having paid into the Double Company’s Cash the 9th Inst, ten thousand 
rupees Madrass, desiring a Bill of Debt be given him for the 'same. 

— r ■ 

H. The authori|ed representative of the English at the Nawab’s durbar. 

12. Bengal Consultations (India Office Records). Consultation of Thursday, 3Q(h August, 
1722. 
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Agreed a Bill be given accordingly.”^ 

It is probable, however, that by this date the name of the firm used by the 
English had aheady become obsolete for in the fourth year of the reign of 
Muhammad Shah, that is, some time between the beginning of November 1722 
and the end of Octobei 1723, *4 Seth Fateh Cliand received from the Emperor 
the title of Jagat Seth and his son Anand Chand the title of Seth so that the name 
of the banking house became “Jagat Seth Fateh Chand and Seth Anand 
Chand.” The conect name does not appear m the Bengal records till the 
year 1740. 

The oiiginal farman of the Empeioi which is still in the possession of the 

o 

family has been thus iianslatcd: — “At this vietonous hour and happy mo- 
ment, the woi ld-obeyed command of sunny lustre leceives the honour of issue 
that, fiom the Court of eternal sovereignty, Seth Fateh Chand — with the awaul 
of the title of Jagat Seth as a hereditaiy distinction and the bestowal of magni- 
ficent lobes of lionoui, an elephant and a peail eairmg, and his son Anand 
Chand with the title of Seth and the gift of robes of honoui and a peail cal- 
ling — have hoaided the tieasure of trust and dignity It is pioper that civil 
and mmisteml ofhceis and all secxetanes of the piesent and futuie, living 
within the piotected tcimoiies should designate the afoiesaul Jagat Seth 
Fateh Chand and also designate Ins son Seth Anad Chand They should Jeciu 
this impeiative fiom the piesence of glonous majesty. 

Wntten on the 12th Ttajab, in the fouith year of the exalted reign.” 

A tradition has been handed down in the family to the effect that Fateh 
•Chand meived the title as a reward foi services lendeied to the Emperor 
There was a famine in Delhi and great was the suffering of its inhabitants 
Fateh Chand who was in the city at the time, appeared at Court where he was 
received wdth honoui and undertook to relieve the people from their distress. 
He seems to have recommended the temporary issue of some kind of paper 
money for he requested the Emperor to announce publicly that hundisfS would 
be placed in circulation in the city. This was done with the happy 
result that the famine disappeared. The Emperor was highly pleased with 
Fateh Chand and conferred upon him'the title of Jagat Seth. There certainly 
was a great scarcity in Delhi when Muhammad Shah ascended the throne in 
1719 but “ from that moment provisions that had arisen to an immoderate price, 
commenced becoming cheaper, and once more plenty shewed its face in every 

* ■ ,r ■ " 1 - ■ " ■ ■ ,ir,r 1 1 ■ 

13 Bengal Consultations (India Office Records), Consultation of Monday, 13th May, 1723. 

14. The English at Cassunbazar write at the beginning of November, jl721, that the sicca 
rupees of the 3rd year of Muhammad Shah “are just come out.” (Wilson Barly Annals of 
the Engtyh m Bengal. Proof sheets of Vol. Ill, p, 377.) 

15. Bankers’ drafts 
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market.” 16 The troubles that followed and the dilatory methods of the Mughal 
Court would explain the delay in issuing the faiman. It may be pardonable to 
doubt, however, whether the later Mughal Empeiors exhibited much concern 
for the sufferings of their subjects and in any case it is difficult to understand 
Low the circulation of hundis could avail in such a crisis. But if the "famine 
was of a financial nature this fact in the story becomes of the greatest signifi- 
cance and we know that there was a exceptional dearth of money in northern 
India at the beginning of 1722. During the second and third years of the leign 
of Muhammad Shah the treasury was empty, the army ill-paid and warlike pro- 
jects abandoned perforce. 17 Urgent demands weie sent for the Bengal tribute 
while we read in the record that Murshid Kuli Khan “ is under venf affliction 
that money is so scarce.” 18 On the other hand in the sixth year of his reign 
wo find the Emperor is aide to grant a kror of rupees to one of his generals 
for the purpose of raising an army and maintain this army in the field for some 
months at a cost of five lakhs a month. ^ 

Here ideally is to be found the kernel of tiuth embedded in the story. An 
Empeior wdio had been rescued from such difficulties would naturally have hail- 
ed his deliverer as Jagat Seth, “ the banker of the world,” and have authorised 
him to hand down the title to his«descendants. 

Such a title may appear strange to us and it was evidently not understood 
by the English in Bengal at the time Up to 1710 it is seldom found in the 
leeoids while in that year the English seem to have been under 
the impression that Jagat Seth and Fateh Chand w T eie separate members 
of the fiim at Muishidabad as the following extract tiom the Cash Account for 
July 1740 will show : — 

By Juggutseat, Futtichund and Seat An uneh und 
paid them as per Order of Council this Day 
Principal Sicca # ... ... Its 121000 

Interest from the 5tli Apiil is 3 mos. 26 days 
at 12 per cent. ... ... Its. 4719 


Sicca Rupees ... 125719 

Batta 15” 8p. cl. ... 1948G M 7"3 


J45205”7”320 


16. Seir Mutaqherin, Vol. I, p. 158. 

17. Seir Mutaqherin, Vol. I, pp 223, 251, 253. 

18. Wilson, Early Records of the English in Bengal Proof sheets of Vol. IV, p. 9. 

*19. Seir Mutaqherin, Vol. I, pp. 270, 273. 

20. Bengal Conlultations (India Office Records). The comma occurs again in the Con- 
sultation of the 29th March 1742, when the Council record that they have taken up* at interest 
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The translator of the Seir Mutaqherin, himself a European, writing in 
1786, considered it necessary to call the attention of his readers in a footnote to 
the fact that Jagat Seth was a title and not a name. 21 At Mursliidabad, how- 
ever, the title was sciupulously used by the Nawab and his officers and there 
was no' misunderstanding there of the high rank attached to it. The holler 
held a position of heieditaiy dignity superior to that of any zamindar in Ben- 
gal 22 and his place at the Duibai was on the left hand of the Nawab 23 An 
event of later yeais throws light on this point After the death of Jagat 
Seth Fateh Chand his two giandsons, who were cousins, jointly carried on the 
affairs of the fiiin. The junior partner was subsequently ennobled with the title 
of Maharaja. The senioi partner had the title of Jagat Seth which was a 
higher one than that of Mahaiuja 

Another tiadition handed down in the family may be lefeired to this 
period. It is said tiiat Jagat Seth Fateh Chand "was held in such honour at 
couit, that it was proposed to supersede Murshid Kuli Khan, who then lay un- 
der the impel ial displeasure, and to appoint Fateh Chand to the Government 
of Bengal. But the banker refused to occupy the post that was filled by the the 
great patron of lus familv, and by means of his friendly offices procured a pardon 
for the Nawab In the fatman issued on infs occasion, it w T as expressly staled 
that the imperial grace w’as only exeirised in consideration for the earnest,piay- 
ers of Fateh Chand with whom the Nawab was instructed to consult hencefor- 
ward on all matters of State” 24 An old memorandum respecting the family 
of Harakh Chand, fourth Jagat Seth, piinted in Long’s “ Unpublished Records 
of Government” 25 does not mention the appointment of Fateh Chand as Gover- 
nor but says that “ at his intercession the Emperor pardoned the Nabob Jaffier 
Khan, the Soubahdar of Bengal, who had incurred tho royal displeasure, and 
restored that officei to his confidence and regard.” There is no historical proof 
of this statement but it is quite consistent with the state of affairs in 1722. At 
tho time it was believed that the Vizier Nizamu-l-Mulk w r as unfriendly towards 
Murshid Kuli Khan 25 and the Emperor would certainly have been greatly dis- c 
pleased at the delay in sending the Bengal tribute for that year. Fateh Chand, 
too, had exceptional opportunities during 1722 of doing such a service to Mur- 

the sum of 110,000 sicca rupees and signed a note of hand for the amount payable on demand 
to " Jaggatseat, Futtichand and Seat Anunchund.” 

21. Seir Mutaqherin, Vol. I, p 356 note. 

22. Hunter, Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol ix, p. 252. 

23. There is a picture in the palace at Mnrshidabad showing Jagat Seth occupying this 
place at the Nawab’s Durbar. 

24. Hunter, Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol. ix, p. 254. 

25. p p 578, 579. 

26. 'Wilson, Early Annals of the English in Bengal. Proof sheets of Vol. IV, p 9. 
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shid Kuli Khan while in 1723 we find him called “ the Nabob’s chief favou- 
rite” 27 which would be natural under the circumstances. 

To this period we may ascribe the foundation of the great influence that 
Fateh Chand and his successors possessed at the Court of Delhi. Whenever a 
khilat 2 ** was sent to the Nawab a similar distinction was conferred on'Jagat 
Seth. The Emperor presented Fateh Chand with a fine emerald seal with 
his title of Jagat Seth engraved upon it desiring that he would 
preserve it and hand it down to his posterity .29 A striking instance of the 
power of the heads of this family at Delhi was the manner in which they ob- 
tained farmans ratifying the appointment of the Nawab. They were not mere 
agents between* the Nawab and the Comt. Their co-operation appeal? to have 
been absolutely essential. There is no direct evidence that Fateh Chand ob- 
tained farmans for Shuja-ud-daula and Sarfaraz Khan, the next two Nawabs of 
Bengal, but such evidence as there is favours that supposition. With regard 
to the former, on the one hand Fateh Chand did not aid Murskid Kuli Khan 
when he tried to obtain a faiman for his favourite, Sarfaraz Khan,30 and Mur- 
shid Kuli Khan’s efforts were fruitless. On the other hand Shuja-ud-daula, 
the comparatively unimpoitant Deputy Nazim of Onssa, was successful and 
Fateh Chand was one of his well-*vishers .31 With regard to the latter mote 
thun«one historian was inclined to believe that he never obtained a faiman from 
Couit.^ 2 It was Fateh Chand who obtained for Alivardi Khan a farman ap- 
♦ pointing him Nawab of Behar in his own rights When Alivardi Khan had 
defeated and slain Sarfaraz Khan in battle it was Fateh Chand who obtained 
foi him a farman confirming him in the Government of Bengal. Holwell as- 
serts that it was a sham faiman fabricated by the Seths and characteristically 
goes on to say “ that Alivardi Khun was never confirmed in the government by 
a real Phirmaund, is a fact that admits of no doubt. ”34 The fact admits of so 
much doubt that the whole statement may be summarily dismissed as a fabrica- 
tion of Holwell himself. It is not the only item of information that we owe to 
"[lolwell alone. It is not the only charge that he brought against a man with- 

27. Bengal Consultations (India Office Records). Consultation of Monday, 2nd Sep- 
teraber, 1723. 

28. A dress of honour. 

29. Long’s Unpublished Records of Government, p. 579. Hunter’s Statistical Account 
of Bengal, Vol. ix, pp. 254, 255. 

30. Rai BalkiBhan is mentioned as the chief agent of Murshid Kuli Khan at the imperial 
court at this tin*, Riyazu-s-salatin, p. 287. 

31. Seir Mutaqherin, Vol. I, p. 302. 

32. Stewart, History of Bengal, p. 437 (note). Scott, History of the Deccan, etc. (1794), 
Vol. p. 317. 

33. Scrapton’s Rejections, p. 33* 

34. Holwell's Interesting Historical Events (1766), Part I, pp. 109, 110. 

38 
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out a shred of evidence. It is not the only story he concocted to serve his own 
ends. The justification of these remarks will be given later. Here it must 
suffice to state that Holwell’s interests in making his assertion is plain. In his 
history of the period his main object seems to be to vilify Alivardi Khan and 
Iris brother llnji Ahamad. lie presses into his service all the scandalous gos- 
sip of the bazars that he was able to procure. As a rule he does not call Ali- 
vardi Khan by his name. lie is “ the Usurper .” Hut if Alivardi Khan receiv- 
er a farman from the Emperor confirming him in the government of Bengal - 
and most historians declare that he did3&—he had as good a title as any of his 
predecessors and the name of “usurper” was absurd. Therefore, says Ilolwell, 
the faimhn was a forgery of Jagat Seth’s. 

Siraj-ud-daula was the next Nawab and the relations between him and ihe 
Jagat Seth of the time were far from cordial. The consequence was that, for 
some time, Siraj-ud-daula was unable to obtain a faiman from the Emper 01 . 
Jagat Seth’s remissness in the matter led to a scene in full durbar. Siraj-ud- 
daula reproached him, slapped his face and put him in prison. 36 Again Clive 
Telied upon Jagat Seth to obtain a faiman from the Emperor confirming Mir 
Jafar as Nawab of Bengal and it wur through Jagat Seth that Clive received 
his patent creating him an (hnrah of the Empire. 37 

3. 

In August, 1723, the English in Bengal were involved in a long dispute 
with the Nawab 38 In consequence of the oppression of the Zamindar of Malda 
they had removed their factory from that place to Mugdanpore which was quite 
close to Malda but outside the Zamindai’s jurisdiction. The Zamindar reta- 
liated with an attempt to stop the English trade and what was worse, the re- 
moval of the factory angered the Nawab. The English at Cassimbazar ap- 
plied to Jagat Seth Fateh Chand and lie appears to have acted m their behalf 
but without much success for they reported to Calcutta that “ a9 yet there is 
little hopes of Redress, Futtichund having refused to interpose any farther in 
the English Durbar affairs.” 3 9 

The Council at Calcutta met to consider these reports from Cassimbazar 
and resolved to send soldiers to Malda. “Ordered also,” the resolution con- 
tinues, “that a letter be wrote to Futtichund (the Nabob’s chief favourite) to 
represent these dishonourable and illegal practices, which if he does not pre- 


35. Seir Mutaqherm, Vol. I, pp. 355, 372. Riyazu-s-salatin, p. 322. Scott's Deccan, Vol. 
£ p. 319, Stewart, History of Bengal, p. 446. 

*36. Long's Unpublished Records of Government, p. 77. 

37. Hill's Bengal in 1756-57. 

38. Bengal Consultations (India Office Records). 

39. Consultation, Monday 2nd September, 1723. 
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vail to have speedily remedied will be attended with the highest resentment.” 4 *) 

Fateh Chand promised to render the Company all the service he could and 
endeavoured to make good his promise with the result that he was rebuked by 
the Nawab for his forwaidness on behalf of the English. 41 Nevertheless, in (he 
weeks that followed the English tried every method to induce Fateh Chand to 
represent their case to the Nawab but, as was to be expected under the circum- 
stances, “ without producing any good effect.” 42 In October the Zamindar of 
Malda died but the Government of Ilajmahal had been sent against the factory 
with 500 horse and 300 gunmen and the English at Cassimbazar applied to 
Fateh Chand for an order prohibiting this officer from molesting their pertplo 
but they reported on the 22nd October that they had not been able tfi get any 
answer from him. A week later when the Nawab’s forces seized all those who 
had dealings with the English at Malda the chief oi t lie Cassimbazai facto. y 
sent the English vakil to the Durbar to give the duhai and sent their broker to 
Fateh Chand “ to represent the unjust treatment, that he may use his Interest 
with the Nabob not to persist therein and thereby oblige us to have recourse to 
our military force, which we should do if he continued to impede our lion hie 
Masters’ affairs.” 4 ^ Again on the 28th November the Company’s servants at 
Cassimbazar reported that they h*nl once more represented the state of affair 
at Mug dun pore to Fateh Cluind “ whereof he took little notice.’ 44 

In truth the Nawab was inexorable an 1 all the officers of the Durbar weie 
aware of the fact. No one of them dared so much as speak to any of the Eng- 
lish or tlieii servants 4 $ In vain the English defeated the forces sent against 
Malda, in vain they stopped all Muhammadan ships passing Fort William. In 
the meantime their trade in Bengal yas being mined. By the 3rd January 
1724 they were obliged to withdraw their factory from Malda “ it not being pos- 
sible to accommodate those differences on any other terms at present.” 4 *> 

During 1724 the Engl jsh made many endeavouis to re-settle at Malda. In 
June they -wrote to the Nawab asking for permission to visit him on the subject 
# and his answer was conveyed to them by Jagat Seth Fateh Chand. After re- 
lating the reasons of the Nawab’s displeasure with the English Fateh Chand 
informed them that the Nawab would not admit their visit without a pay- 

40. Ibid. 

41. Consultation, 16th September, 1723. 

42. Consultation, 22nd October, 1723. 

43. Consultation, 4th November, 1723. 

44. Consultation, 2nd December, 1723. 

45. “The Nabob persists in the Gentlemen of Mugdanpoor’s being recalled and not an 
officer of the Durba^will speak to any of our People." (Consultation 23rd December, 1723). 

46. Consultation, 9tb January,' 1723-24. 
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ment of Ks. 5,000 and if they were desirous of resettling the factory at Malda 
they should have his permission to do so for Es. 20,000 more. 47 

In 1725 the relations between the Nawab and the English were better and 
when the Council at Cassimbazar informed him that their Chief, Henry Frank- 
land, was leaving for Calcutta to become Governor of Fort William and wished 
to pay him a farewell visit “ he acquainted them by Futtichundsaw, the person 
that delivered their message, that his indisposition was so great that he could 
not see him but as he had always been so he should continue a friend to the 
English"* 

On the 28th March, 1720, the Company u desire Futtychundsaw to write to 
his Gomastah to supply our Factory at Dacca with what money they shall 
want”* to which Fateh Chand replied that he had sent orders U» his gomastah 
at Dacca to supply the factory there with Es 50,000.5° On the 29th September 
the Council at Dacca repoit that “ a general exchange of officers in the mint 
ka9 been a hindrance to their coinage yet they have kept their business going 
on by agreeing with Futtichund’s Gomastah51 who has supplied them with Dus- 
massa rupees and he is to receive their siccas ”53 

In December, 172G, another big dispute, in which Fateh Chand 
played a prominent pait, broke out between the Nawab and the English. Ab- 
dul Eahim, one of the Nawab’s officers, — a man who had acquired an unenvi- 
able notoriety throughout Bengal for his ciuel tieatment of those zamindars 
who failed in their payments of the revenue 54 — suddenly demanded from the 
English an additional lent of Its. 44,000 for their Calcutta towns 55 and followed 
up his demand by seizing their vakil at Murshidabad and by threatening to 
treat all their mei chants in a similar manner. 

The English looked to Jagat Seth Fateh Chand for aid as they had done in 
the former dispute The President wrote several letters assuiing Jagat Seth 
that the English would never comply with the unjust demand made on them 
and hoped that he and the officers at the Durbar would accommodate the affair 
and cause their vakil to be released. 55 . 

Jagat Seths interposition at this stage of the dispute was a matter of ex- 


47. Ibid, 29th June, 1724. 

48. Ibid, 27th December, 1725. 

49. Ibid, 28th March, 1726 

50. Ibid, 11th April, 1726. 

51. “A native agent or factor” — Hobson -Jobson, p. 384. 
53? Consultation, 10th October, 1726. 

54. Stewart, History of Bengal, p. 

55. Consultation, 12th December, 1726. 

56. Consultation, 13th February, 1726*27. 
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treme difficulty. The Calcutta towns formed a part of the Nawab’s own jagir, 
of which Abdul Rahim was steward, and no one at the Durbar dared to speak 
to the Nawab on behalf of the English in a matter relating to his own estates. 57 
Besides the plain truth of the matter was that ihe Nawab wanted money from 
the English and meant to get it. Whether the money was given by the Eng- 
lish in the form of additional rent for tho land they held from him or under 
some other name was a matter of indifference to him. 

Abdul Rahim took further measures to make the English comply with his 
demand. Some of their merchants at Murshidabad were arrested, their broker, 
Kantu, was forced to take refuge in the factory at Cassimbazar, while the rest 
of their merchants ran away or hid themselves to avoid being seized and put 
into prison. In reply the English recalled their vakil from TTugli after he had 
first given the King’s duhai in the most public manner and insisted on having 
Abdul Rahim’s unjust proceedings entered in all the newspapers. 58 By so- 
doing they ensured the matter reaching the ears of the Emperor. They also re- 
solved to allow no ship belonging to an Indian merchant to pass Fort William. 
Abdul Rahim in turn redoubled his efforts to capture every servant 
belonging to tho Company as well as eveiy merchant who was suspected 
of having traded with the English. The vakil was rigorously confined and 
treated so cruelly that he begged the English at Cassimbazar to send him 
Rs. 125 “ which would procure him liberty to eat and save his back for a day or 
two.”® 

So matters went on till the middle of February 1727, Then the Nawab le- 
ceived a letter from the Governor of Jlugli, forwarding a complaint from tho 
owners of ships that they were being •ruined and demanding that the customs 
they had paid should be refunded. Murshid Kuli Khan thereupon sent for 
Jagat Seth Fateh Chand who was now able to assume the role of mediator bet- 
ween the Nawab and the English. “Late Friday night last,” wrote the acting 
chief of tho Cassimbazar factory on Sunday, the 19th February, “ the Nabob 
• sent for Futtichundsaw and told him he heard he had near two Lack of rupees 
ready to go to Hugly and asked him if he was not mad to venture such a large 
sum when the English were plundering boats and ships on the River and after 
some discourse asked if any of the English were at Cossimbuzar, to which he 
replied none of them had left the factory but their Chief was not yet arrived, 
though if he pleased he would send a Chubdar® for the Broker. The Nabob 

— - — — — — 

57. Consultation, 28th November, 1726. 

58. Consult? ticn, 13th February, 1726-27. 

Consultation, 19th February, 1726-27. 

60. Chobdar 'fca stick bearer^’ an attendant. The chobdars carry a staff overlaid with 
silver, Hobson Jobson, p. 204. 
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smiled and said he would hardly venture to come, and bid him send his own 
Gomastah, who came and said Futtichund desired to speak with Contoo. They 
did not think proper to send him, but wrote to Futtichund signifying they would 
not let him go out of the Factory, unless he would be bound for his safe return, 
to which he letumed answer he wanted to impait something of moment to them, 
and would send a person proper to be trusted to carry any message between 
them. What he has to propose they are entirely strangers to.” 61 

On the 23 st Jagat Seth sent his gomastah to the factory. “Would the 
English,” he asked, “ make the Nawab a nazranah when their new chief, Mr. 
Stephenson, arrived if the vakil and the other piisoners were released and the 
demand relating to the towns given up ? “ I he Company’s servants replied that 
they had positive orders from Calcutta not to tieut on any terms which involved 
the payment of money but at the same time if the Nawab weie willing to make 
up matters they did not know what the effect of the release of the pusoneis 
would have on the President and his Council. ( )f one thing they weie assured — 
as long as a man was under confinement the English would listen to no pio- 
posals. 62 

Before instructions could arrive fioni Calcutta the piisoners were scourg- 
ed so inhumanly that they despaired of their' lives if such severe usage weie u*- 
peated.W Slioitly afterwanls, however, Kdwaid Stephenson, the new clyef 
Cassimbazar was ordered to acquaint Jagat Seth that the English would readily 
consent to make the Nawab a handsome present provided that their vakil and 
merchants were released and the demand on the towns entirely laid aside. 

Several confeiences followed with Jagat Seth's gomastah “to whom,” 
wrote Mr. Stephenson, “ we have represented our giievances in the most 
pathetick terms hoping thereby to influence Futtichundsaw so far in our 
favour as to persuade him to undeceive the Nabob, in answer to which Futti- 
ehund frankly owned we had reason on our side, but at the same time said 
that the Nabob before this unhappy affair had been remarkably favourable 
to us and made use of several instances of the great privileges we enjoyed to* 
induce us to comply with the Nabob’s demand, telling us he had spoke a great 
deal in our favour; but found he (tho Nawab) would never be brought to 
relinquish all though he might remit some part, and at the same time hinted 
that for thirty thousand rupees a perwanna might be obtained to prevent any 
like demand for the future to which we replied we would advise the Chief, etc. 
in Calcutta thereof and then give an answer.” e 

' On receipt of this letter the Calcutta Council agreed to empower Stephen* 

61. Consultation, 27th February, 1726-27* 

62. I^id. 

63. Ibid, 6th March, 1726-27. 
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son to offer the Nawab fifteen or twenty thousand rupees on condition that 
he would permit them to re-settle the factory at Malda, build a new house at 
Dacca, and finish the house they were building at Ilugli, for ho was to acquaint 
the Nawab, they could not consent to give away the money of their Honour- 
able Masters unless they obtained some benefit by so doing and it would be better 
their trade should be entirely stopped than that they should tamely and easily 
comply with every unjust and unreasonable demand made upon them.64 

This concluded the matter. On the 14th Maich Stephenson informed 
tile Council that the prisoneis had been released “ which was bi ought about 
by means of Futtichundsaw who prevailed with the Nabob to give the people 
their freedom and assured him you should acknowledge it as a favour. We 
hope as Futtichund has given his word the Nabob should be satisfied you will 
for the service and credit done us take care that he be no suflerer. , ’65 

The Company lcceived a paiwanna fiom the Nawab that no demands of 
the kind would be made in futuio and in May paid the Nawab Its. 20,000. 66 

The English had been very anxious to end this dispute in older to bo 
free to take steps against the establishment of the Osternl East India Com- 
pany in Bengal. On the 1st Aprtl thiec agents of this Company had arrived 
at Murshulabad and petitioned the Nawab to allow them to tiade on the same 
footing as the Dutch and French. At the same time as the Its. 20,000 was 
paid to the Nawab, the Ostendcrs, as they are called in the leeoids, had gained 
over an impoitant officer at the Durbar, “ but,” wioto Mr. Stephenson on 
the 7th May, “ 60 long as Futtichundsaw does not espouse their interest 
(which wc are promised he \\;ill not) tlicio is no fear of ihem obtaining any 
grant from the Nabob.” By the 17th May the lepresentatives of the Ostend 
Company had visited the Nawab hut this had cost them Its 30,000 “which 
with the seventy thousand* deposited in Futtiehund’s hands is a pishcash for 
the King.” When they obtained a farman fiom the Emperor they w r eie to 
•pay Rs. 60,000 more of which Rs. 25,000 was to go to the Nawmb and the 
remainder to the officers at the durbar who had supported them.67 

On the 30th May Stephenson reported that “ the Ostenders left Syadevad 
very much disgusted at the disappointment they have met with from the 
Government for notwithstanding they have paid Rs. 125,000 they have not 
been able to get his Perwanna nor would they have had a Seerpaw had not 
Futtichundsaw concurred in order to get his note for seventy thousand sicca 


64. Consultation, 13th March, 1726-27. 

65. Consultation, 20th March, 1726-27. 

66. Consultation, 15th May, 1727. 

67. Consultations, 17th April, 15th May, 22nd May, 1727. 
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rupees, deposited three years ago in his hands, which by this stratagem he 
has done and left them in the lurch.”68 

The note for Its. 70,000 must refer to the sum deposited with Jagat Seth 
as a present for the Emperor and two corollaries follow from this. First, it 
was intended that the money should fall into the hands of the Nawab instead 
of the Emperor and second, Jagat Seth was acting in accordance with the 
wishes of the Nawab and not his own when lie concurred in the matter men- 
tioned above. Jagat Seth was extremely tenacious of his own inteiests 
and strongly opposed any measures of the European nations in Bengal which 
conflicted with those inteiests, he fought them when they refused to pay 
money which lie considered his just due, but no evidence can be found in 
the English records or in the pages of historians that he ever, in the pleni- 
tude of his power, extoited money for himself or accepted a biihe in ieturn 
for the many and gicat sei vices he rendered the English. This fact is as 
honourable to the heads of this family as it is extraordinary when the prac- 
tices of the age and Jagat Seth’s exceptionable opportunities of profiting by 
them, are taken into consideration. 

A craving for ievenge succeeded the feelings of disgust and disappoint- 
ment which filled the (Menders on their departuie from Cassimbazar. They 
made an attack on a ship belonging to Muhammadan merchants and* killed 
some of the Nawab’s subjects. The news of these events startled the Nawab 
and filled him with apprehension of greater mischief if the Ostenders were 
not speedily pacified — peihaps, too, his conscience did not acquit him of all 
responsibility for their conduct. He immediately promised them a parwanna 
for their trade in Bengal and asked them to semi one of their party to ieceivo 
it. The English had to struggle for some years before the Ostenders were 
driven from Bengal. 69 

This was one of the last acts of Murshid Kuli Khan. Before the end of 
June he died and as the date of his death has been variously slated it is worth 
while to remove all doubt in this matter by quoting fiom the Bengal Consulta- 
tions dated Monday, the 3rd July, 1727 “ Yesterday we received a Letter 
from Edwd. Stephenson Esqr. Chief &c. Council of Cossimbuzar Dated the 
30th Ultimo advising of tho Nabob’s Death and that Soufrage Cawn has 
assumed the administiation and set strong Guards over all the great 
Zamindars.” 

Two^years before Murshid Kuli Khan had built a mosque at Katra, about 
a irtile to the cast of his palace and under the stairs leading up to its terrace, 
trodden every day by the feet of the faithful, he was buried. The mqsque 
1 1 1 1 " — — 1,1 

68. Consultation, 5th June, 1727. 
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itself is now in ruins. The cells where once seven hundred pious Mussulmen 
chanted the Koran, have vanished. But the tomb of the founder of Mur- 
shidabad is still carefully tended. It receives its offerings of flowers. The 
Koran is read there. In the minds of men Murshid Kuli Khan is now the 
Zinda Pir, the living saint, who protects them from cholera. 

4. 

It had been the dearest wish of Murshid Kuli Khan that his grandson, 
Sarfaraz Khan, should succeed him. But, as we have seen, Sarfaraz Khan 
Had to contend with a formidable rival in the person of his father, Shuja-ud- 
daula, who had married the daughter of Murshid Kuli Khan. Shuja-iid- 
daula formed his plans with the greatest skill. llis agents at Delhi won 
over the Emperor to his side. lie despatched trusty men in small numbers 
and by different roads to Murshidabad with orders to be in readiness for his 
arrival, lie established a secret post between (hit tack and Delhi so that he 
might receive the farman he expected from the Einpeior as expeditiously 
as possible and also obtain authentic news from Murshidabad. As the lainy 
season was approaching, when the loads would become impassable, he col- 
lected a vast number of boats ajid boatmen to convey him and liis army to 
Murshidabad. As soon as the news was hi ought that Muishid Kuli Khan had 
but 3 few days to live he left Cuttack. In the neighbourhood of Midnapore 
he received the Emperor’s farman appointing him Governor of Bengal and 
pushed on for Murshidabad. On his arrival in the city he proceeded at once 
to Murshid Kuli Khan’s hall of audience, caused his patent to be read, 
ascended the masnad and received the congratulations and customary offer- 
ings of the chief men. ttai’faraz Khan was at his eountiy-seat near the city 
when the sound of the kettledrums and other instruments of music announced 
to his astonished eais the presence of the new Nawab. ills courtiers and mili- 
tary officers whom he summoned in haste were all of the opinion that resist- 
ance was useless and recommended him to submit. Accordingly the young 
man “ left his princely retinue behind ; and taking only a few servants, he ad- 
vanced briskly; and whether he would or not, he kissed his father’s feet, pre- 
sented his nuzur, congratulated him on his accession, and dropped every 
thought of dispute and contention.” vSuch is the account given in the Seir 
Mutaquerin. Another account states that Sarfaraz Khan received more timely 
notice of his father’s approach and marched out of Murshidabad to oppose 
him but hisf grandmother, Murshid Kuli Khan’s widow, who ha<^ great in- 
fluence over him, induced him to refrain from fighting and submit to his 
lather. 70 

70. Riyazu-i-aalatin, p. 288. 
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According to the Seir Mutaqherin Fateh Chand had wished well to Shuja- 
ud-daula in his efforts to become Nawab. As soon as Shuja-ud-daula 
ascended the masnad he made Fateh Chand one of his confidential advisers. 
’These are the only clues we have to Fateh Chand’s conduct during these 
events. Obviously if Fateh Chand had openly supported Sliuja-ud-daula he 
would have exposed himself to grave danger but it seems legitimate to con- 
clude that he did not use his influence at Delhi in favour of Sarfaraz Khan 
and it has been suggested before that this was probably the reason why all 
Murshid Kuli Khan’s efforts on behalf of his grandson failed. The point is 
of some importance in the light of after events. There was no question of 
hereditary right involved so that there appears to have been no reason why 
Fateh Chand should have favoured the father more than the son unless he dis- 
trusted the character of the latter and his fitness for the government. 

In the astonishing success that had attended all the measures of Shuja- 
ud-daula we can trace the workmanship of two able men who had already 
aided their master to obtain a great reputation as Governor of Orissa. 71 These 
two men — Alivardi Khan and Haji Ahmad — were brothers. Their mother w r as 
related to Sliuja-ud-daula. Another tiusted servant w 7 ho accompanied Shuja- 
ud-daula to Muishidabad was Rai Alam Chand. lie had been his Diwan in 
Orissa and though Sarfaraz Khan held the title in Bengal and Alam Chand 
was nominally Deputy Diwan in reality all the toil and responsibilities of the 
office fell upon him. These three men and Jagat Seth Fateh Chand were 
selected by Shuja-ud-daula to form his Council. 72 They became his chief 
ministers and advised him on all the measures of his government. A year 
or two afterwards Alivardi Khan was made Governor of Behar but the remaiu- 
ing three may be looked upon as the real rulers of Bengal until the death of 
Shuja-ud-daula. 

One of the first acts of Shuja-ud-daula as Nawab gave proof of his 
humanity and love of justice. In the time of Murshid Kuli Khan torture and 
imprisonment had been the lot of those zamindars who failed in the payment 
of the revenue that had been assessed on their lands. Shuja-ud-daula found 
many of them in prison when he became Nawab. Those who were innocent 
of fraud were at once set free. The rest had to give a written -promise that 
they would make their payments regularly in future. Then they were given 
robes of honour according to their rank and dismissed to their homes with in- 
junctions |o transmit the revenue through the agency of Jagat* Seth Fateh 
Chanel 73 Shuja-ud-daula had no reason to regret his clemency. “ Over and 


71. Seir Mutaqherin, Vol. I, pp, 298, 299. 

72. Seir Mutaqherin, Vol. I, p. 302. 

73. Seir Mutaqherin, Vol. I, pp. 303, 304. Riyazu-S'Salatin, p. 289. 
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above the profits of Jagirs and fees on warehouses and factories, he easily 
raised one kror and fifty laks of rupees, which he remitted to the Imperial 
Treasury through the Banking Agency of Jagat Seth Fateh Chand.” 74 

5 . 

During the Government of Shuja-ud-daula a seiious dispute arose between 
the Company and Jagat Seth Fateh Chand. On the 15th April, 1730, John 
. Stackhouse, the Chief of the factory at Cassimbazar, and his Council, informed 
the President at Calcutta that their broker, Kantu, had absconded and their 
trade was consequently at a standstill, that it was impossible to remedy mat- 
ters by making contracts with their merchants direct for their broker owed 
Jagat Seth a large sum of money and he had persuaded the merchants to re- 
fuse to make any agreements with the Company until his debt was paid. 
Whether their broker returned or not they saw no prospect of carrying on 
their business unless Fateh Chand was satisfied. 75 

A few days later the broker was induced to lotum and an examination 
was made into his accounts. It was found that be owed Jagat Seth and 
other merchants Rs. 245,000 and was responsible to the Company for Rs. 
13d, 000 besides. To meet these labilities he placed in the hands of the Com- 
pany securities and property to the value of Rs. 272, 000. 76 

Jagat Seth sent a demand for the money owing to him by Kantu to 
• Stackhouse who desired him " to permit a Company’s servant to copy the 
notes and papeis deposited in his hands by Kantu.” “ Whatever the deposited 
notes are,” replied Jagat Seth, ” I lent the money to the Company. When 
you will promise to discharge them I nfill produce them.” This statement de- 
fines the issue from Jagat Seth’s point of view. He had lent the money to 
Kantu as the Company’s agent, the money had been applied by 
Kantu to the Company’s business and Jagat Seth looked to the Company to 
make it good. This was confirmed by Kantu who. on being examined, stated 
.that when he contracted for the whole amount of the Company’s investment 
for the year he had in his possession promissoiy notes received from sundry 
persons to the value of Rs. 72,000 only but Fateh Chand bad u so much con- 
fidence in him that whatever sum he told him a note was for, he let him 
have the money.” 77 On the other hand the Company’s servants argued that 
when they borrowed money they gave obligations for it under their own 
hands. 

Failing *to get satisfaction at Cassimbazar Jagat Seth wrote a letter to the 

94. Riyazu-s-salatin, p. 289. 

75. Consultation) 28th April, 1730. 

76. Consultation, 4th May, 17^0. 

77. Consultation 25th May, 1730. 
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President at Calcutta “ the purport of which was that Contoo was indebted 
to him Rs. 215,000, on which affair he had sent his gomastah Jabeendas to 
John Stackhouse Esqr. Chief of Cossimbuzar, with the account who told the 
gomastah that Contoo’s accounts were made up and sent to Calcutta and he 
would take care to pay him shortly: but he now observes within these twenty 
days we have greatly deviated from our usual honour and punctuality; how* 
ever as we have made up accounts with our gomastah Contoo, ho doubts not 
we are so well versed in meicantile affairs as to see him paid.” 78 

Meanwhile Fateh Chand had submitted a proposal to the Chief at Cassim* 
bazar. JLet the Company, he said, give him a piomissory note for the whole 
amount of Kantu’s effects (Rb 272,000) and he would immediately advance the 
Company’s propoition, amounting to about Rs. 80,000 to them and also satisfy 
the other cieditors of Kantu. By this arrangement he would lose Rs. 50,000 
and to indemnify him against this loss Kantu was to give him a note for that 
amount. Under no circumstances could the payment of this note be demanded 
of the Company, but it was to be paid by Kantu himself as soon as he was able 
to do so. To enable Kantu to do this however, it was essential that he should 
continue to be the Company’s broker and the airangement w T ould also be pro- 
fitable to the Company for they could stop the dasturi 78 Kantu received from 
the merchants until the balance which would still be owing to the Company 
was paid off. Stackhouse replied that he had no power to agree to Jagat 
Seth’s terms and the Council at Calcutta ignored them.# 8 

Jagat Seth now appealed to the Nawab who ordered Ilaji Ahmad to see 
that he was paid. Guards w*ere placed on the Company’s vakil and when the 
English sent him to Ilaji Ahmad to enquire why lie proceeded “ so roughly oa 
Futtichund’s instigation ” Haji Ahmed replied “ that Futtichund’s estate was 
esteemed as the King’s treasure and the Nabob was lesolved to see him satis- 
fied ” He strongly advised the English to accommodate the matter to prevent 
an open rupture wdth the Nawab. 81 

A week later the Nawab was very angry with Haji Ahmad because he 
had failed to get the money, confined the English vakil, and declared that 
the English must satisfy Fateh (’hand's demands out of Kantu’s effects which 
were in their hands. All the arguments the Company’s seivants could offer 
were ineffectual “the Mutsuddies alleging he was our servant and as he 


78 Ibi*. 

79* Dasturi “ that which is customary.” That commission or percentage on the money 
passing in any cash transaction which, with or without acknowledgement or permission, sticks 
to the fingers of the agent of payment.” Hobson Jobson, p. 333. 

80. Consultation, 2nd June, 1730 

81. Ibid. 




THE HOUSE OF JAGATSETH. 


161 


acknowledges ilie debt we must be answerable for it and Futtiehund says 
he will stand to the Nabob’s determination at all hazaids.” 82 

The President and Council met on the 9th June to consider these tidings 
and resolved “ that we write to the Chief and Council of Cossimbuzar ac- 
quainting them we are willing to come into any reasonable pioposals and that 
it Futtiohund will pay or give security for the Honourable Company's propor- 
tion, we will deliver Contoo’s effects or be accountable for what they produce 
to him but as Contoo has behaved himself in so vile a manner we cannot in 
justice to our Ilon'ble Employers continue him in a post of so great trust, 
and at the same time send an Arisdast 83 to the Nabob and wiite a letter to 
Futticliund desiring our business be no longer impeded.” 84 

These letters were not sent immediately as the President and Council 
were reluctant to enter into the quarrel diiectly. They hoped that their people 
at Cassimbazar would ho able to induce Jagat Seth to take a dividend of 
Kuntu’s e>tate without insisting that Kantu should be retained as the Com- 
pany’s b inker. On the 18th June, however, they heard that Jagat Seth's 
gmnastali gave them no hope that his master would agiee to this proposal as 
the dismissal of Kantu would mean the loss of a large sum of money to him. 
They heard, too, that two substantial merchants to whom the po*t of broker 
had been offered in succession had each refused to accept it giving as their 
leason that it would be impossible to carry on the Company’s investment until 
the dispute with Fateh Chund was accomodated. In addition to this they 
l.caid that the Nawab was threatening to put an entire stop to their trade un- 
less they satisfied Jagat Seth and the Company’s servants at Dacca reported 
that the dispute was likely to stop all their business at that place. 

The Council met on the 22nd and resolved to send the arzdast to the 
Nawab setting forth their giievances and desiring that he would oblige Fateli 
(’hand to take only his piuportion of Kantu’s effects, that their vakil might 
be released and that they might be permitted to carry on their business as 
Usual. “ We are sensible,” the resolution went on to say, “ if the Nabob 
should reject this we shall (hen be obliged to come to a quarrel ami our busi- 
ness be stopped for some time which is the reason we have hitherto avoided 
it, but finding we have no other way left but this or to comply with Futti- 
chund’s demand in continuing Contoo our broker, we have resolved on the 
first which we take to be the least evil of the two, for should we admit of Con- 
too’s being continued broker, he would always be subject to Futtiehund as being 
greatly indebted to him, and it’s very apparent to us that Futtiehund must^iave 

82. Consultation £th June, 1730. 

83. A memorial. 

84. Consultation 9th June, 1730. 
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some extraordinary views by being so strenuous in bis behalf in which our 
Hon’ble Masters may be great suffeieis in the end, though it is urged by Futti- 
chund’s and Contoo’s friends that the intent of his design to continue Contoo 
broker is with a view of paying in time all his creditors with the dustore of one 
mpee nine annas per cent., he annually receives of the merchants on the in- 
vestment, to which we answer that the annual dustoie which he is to receive 
cannot at most amount to more than 120,000 nipees, which as he is to be es- 
teemed at the Durbar and the country around as our broker, he is obliged to 
live up to that character and the numerous family depending upon him will 
make that amount barely sufficient to defray his expenses so that the hopes 
given his creditors would be enliiely fiustiated and our Hon. Masters’ affairs 
still subject to the same inconveniences as before and liable to he stopped on any 
creditor’s complaining so that it appears to us that Futtichund’s view of impos- 
ing Contoo on us foi a broker is to icimbuise himself by some methods with the 
merchants in making us pay dealer for our silk ilian it may be bought for by 
others which will be to the disadvantage of oui Hon. Masteis and our tiade in 
general.”85 

The aizdast was sent to the Nawab and a lettei to Jagat Reth. The latter 
having read his lettei sent it back without aimvei.86 The Nawab’s iepjy to 
Governor Deane is the eailiest extant documnet, with the exception of tiro Em- 
peror’s farcnan, in which the title of Jagat Seth is found. It is appended to 
the Bengal Consultation of the 6th July, 17-30, and i\m% as follows: — 

“ I have received youi Aiisdast by which I understand that when the Com- 
pany’s Agents have occasion to borrow money, they aJw’ays give obligations 
\mder their hands, that your lnoker Contoo at your factory at Cossimbazai is 
indebted to several Merchants and that on a complaint made by them to me 
Peons were put on your Yackeel Bussick Loll. 

Juggutseat hath set forth that for these twelve years past he has dealt with 
your factory at Cossimhuzar by means of Contoo to the amount of upwards of 
fifty laak of Eupees and accoiding to the custom of Merchants 
have (sic) always kept regular books by which books it appears there 
is a ballance due of Eupees 215,000 for which Sum Contoo has made over 
Ilupecs 2,72,500 that is owing him by the Company’s People; it is well-known to 
every one that the Europeans aie upright and just, now If you are indebted to 
Juggutseat the aforesaid Run^ I would have you pay it without any Demur, but 
if there is any impediment deliver Contoo up here that the affair may be ended 
by arbitrators.” 


85. Consultation, 22nd June, 1730. 
« 

86. Consultation, 10th July, 1730. 
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The English now made strenuous endeavouis to win friends among the 
Nawab’s ministers. “ A new patron ” was sought in the person of the Nawab's 
son, Sarfaiaz Khan, to whom they presented a horse that he had desired toi 
some time and for which he had made an offer of Its. 900. They leminded llaji 
Ahmad and Bai Alam Chand of the assuiances of friendship they had given the 
Company and expi eased suipiite that with such poweilul friends they had not 
found more favour with the Nawab. Bill ilte two ministeis could give them 
no hope of support in the piesent disputes. 4k The Nawab," they said, " has 
such a legard for Futtichund that it is out of out powei to seive you in oppo- 
sition to him.” All they could do was to ad\ise the English to make up the dis- 
pute with Fateh Chand as well as they could 8" 

Meanwhile “ two consideiable men " of Mui&hidabad had come foiward as 
mediatois and made pioposals w hich, they ga\o the Company's seivants at Cas- 
simbazai leason to hope, would accommodate i.iatteis. “ Bantu's assets," they 
said, " are w’orth Its. 272,000. Let the Company xeseivo Bs. 80,000 as theii own 
shaie, then appoint a new biokei and hand o\ej to tins biohci the lemaining 
Bs. 192,000 to satisfy Fateh Chand and the mei chants." In fonvaiding the 
pioposal to Calcutta the Company's sen ants at Cassimbazai desiied the Pie&i- 
dent and Council to empower them to put an end to then tedious dispute and 
added "One thing they presume to oftei then opinion on — that it will be of 
veiy ill consequence if Contoo's petition is earned to tbe Duibai."^ 8 

This petition of Bantu's which w~as enclosed in the letter from Cassimbazai 
f turned a new complication. Kontu asseited that a toiniei chief of the Cuss im - 
bazai factoiy, Mr. Stephenson, had extolled laige sums of money from him and 
that w r as the cause of his insolvency. Accoiding to Kantu the total amount ex- 
toited by Mr. Stephenson amounted to Bs 170,000 and his banian had Bs. 7,000 
besides. “ You are my masteis," ho pleaded, “ wlnit 1 tell you is tiuth, his two 
banians lluirykissen and S'uddanand can witness this as well as their books. It 
is not in six months but in tin ee yeais 1 have been undone and being pressed in 
credit I borrowed this money of Futtichund. "89 An enquiry w-as made into the 
matter which after languishing for some time w t us diopped and no definite pio- 
nouncement appears to have been made by the Company on Kantu’s assertions. 
They were probably correct. 

On tbe 21st July tbe Council met and decided to reject the pioposals of the 
mediators. They argued that Kantu’s estate amounted to no more than 
Bs. 272, 000 % therefore, as Kantu’s debt to them was Bs. 133,000 a loss of 
Bs. 53,000 would arise if tbe Company advanced Bs. 192,000. Besifies t^is ar- 
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langement assumed that Kantu’s effects would produce the sum they were valu- 
ed at whereas “ on a veiy moderate calculation ” a loss of Its. 50,000 should be 
allowed “ on his balances at the aurungs and adventures abroad. ,, Therefore 
the pioposal “ would give Contoo’s whole estate to Futtichund and 
leave the Company and the other merchants to whom Contoo is indebted quite 
in the lurch.” 9° As the Company’s servants at Cassimbazar pointed out, the 
Council had misunderstood the proposal. The person to be appointed as bro- 
kei was to satisfy both Fateh Chand and the other mei chants with Its. 192,000 
and Ks. 80,000 in full was reserved for the Company. It was true that the 
Council would have to run the risk that Kantu’s assets might not be realised in 
full but they had Kantu’s positive assurances that his effects could not bring in 
less, than they had been valued at. 

Meanwhile all parties at Murshidabad and Cassimbazar mere anxiously 
awaiting the Company’s decision. The Company’s servants at the latter place 
despatched another letter on the 24th urging tho Council to come to some re- 
solution concerning the dispute. Their affairs were in an extremely unsettled 
state, none of the Nawab’s officers would espouse their cause, after much persua- 
sion their merchants had agreed to take bullion in payment of their customary 
advances but the sale of this bullion had been immediately stopped by Fateli 
Chand, Fateli Chand himself was “ also very uneasy to hear the result of. your 
determination,” Ilaji Ahmad was demanding from them every day a reply to 
the Nawab’s letter and the Nawab was full of anger at the delay and was threat- 
ening them w ith his revenge if they refused to satisfy Fateli Chand. 91 

With the arrival of the Council’s decision the quarrel assumed a more acute 
form. On the 5tli August the Chief and Council at Cassimbazar leported: - 
“ They have advised Futtichund that the mediators’ proposals had been reject- 
ed and that the terms formerly proposed were the only means left to satisfy 
him to which he replied in passion that he wanted not power to recover his whole 
debt and that we should feel the effects of his resentment.” For a time, how- 
ever, he had no heart to pursue the quarrel. “ Futtichund keeps his house,” 1 
proceeds the letter from Cassimbazar, “on account of his son’s death. In 
three or four days he will appear abread when should he persist in his unjust 
demand and the Government espouse his cause they desire to know if they shall 
put our former orders in execution of withdrawing their factory.” 92 

But before taking this extreme measure the English made further attempts 
to end the dispute. The President had replied to the Nawab’s letter with the 
only gesulf, as they heard on the 14th August, that the Nawab insisted on Fateh 
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Chand receiving satisfaction “ esteeming liis money the King's ” 93 and threat- 
ened to stop their Patna fleet. On the 21st the Chief and Council at Cassim- 
bazar resolved “ to send for the mei chants and advise them to go in a body to 
Futtiehuml and endeavour to peisuade him to take his propoition of Contoo’s 
effects, otheiwise we shall <|iiit our factory, they will also older the Duhoy to 
l>c given and the Nabob informed of their resolution and if they ieceive an un- 
satisfactory answer they shall make the best of their way to Calcutta leaving 
the factory to the charge of Jlarrykissen their warehouse banian. They hearti- 
ly wish this proceeding may bring Futtichund to reason but if it fails they 
lament their misfortune in finding all their endeavours to accommodate this 
unhappy affair frustrated. "94 This attempt w’as fruitless, and when an ap- 
plication made on the 22nd to the Dhtan ltai Alum Chand, llaji Ahmad and 
Jagat Seth received an unsatisfactory answer the English left the factory.® 5 

Just before they left the Xawab sent for the English vakil “ and asked 
him why they wanted to go away uho told him the reasons for it, to which 
the Nawab replied: Fultichand must be satisfied, but if they continued a reso- 
lution so contrary to their interests they might go if they pleased and he with 
them, so ordered the vaekeel to he released. "96 

On the 23r<l the Company s servant* at lived at Cuddaloie. lLeie they 
a\(‘w» visited by Coja On an, “ a noted Armenian," who desired them to wait at 
Cuddalore while he went to Fateh Chand and tried to bring about a settlement. 
They asked the Council to give them discretionary power to make up the affair 
and decided to wait for the Council's answer in order “ to prevent, if possible, 
the ill consequences that according to their opinion will inevitably attend their 
going down to Calcutta for as we aie 'assured by everybody if resentment is ear- 
ned so far the Government will come to no terms and they need not soy how 
much our Hon. Masters' interests will be prejudiced theieby." The Council, 
however, met on the 25th and determined to stand by their former iesolution.97 

On the 26th Mr. Halsey, one of the Company’s servants at Cassimbazar, ar- 
rived in Calcutta bringing fresh proposals and on the 8th September John Stack- 
house, the chief of the Cassimbazar factory, followed but whether accompanied 
by the rest of the English mei chants is uncertain. That the Company decided 
to offer new terms to Jagat Seth was probably due to his representations. On 
the 9th the Council met and agreed “ that Mr. John Stackhouse etc. Gentlemen 
do get themselves ready to return to Cossimbuzar and that they en- 
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deavour to carry on the Investment to the best of their power and in order to 
satisfy Futtichund they are ordered to offer him one hundred seven thousand 
five hundred nipees four annas being eight annas per rupee on his debt aceoid- 
mg to the most just calculation we can make of what Contoo’s effects will pio- 
<luce, Agieed tuither that Contoo he displaced and that Burradutt, a substantial 
merchant at Cossimbuzai who is pioposed by Mi. Stackhouse be appointed bro- 
ker in his room since the Company’s affairs cannot be earned on without having 
a person to act in that station.”" 

Before the end of September John Stackhouse and his party were hack at 
Cassimbazar. Jagat Seth Fateh Chand seems to have held scornfully aloof and 
made no demand upon them for his money and so the Company's servants decid- 
ed not to mention the oiler the} weie authonsed to make to him until they re- 
ceived directions from the Council to do so 99 Much to their surprise, howe\ei, 
Biuradutt declined to he thou biokei and when, on the 3rd October, they sent 
the English vakil to the Duibar to make representations on the subject of the 
(Menders they weie told by Haji Ahmad that the matter could not be discus- 
sed till Fateh Chand was satisfied. 1 " 

Negotiations weie then entered upon with Fateh Chand and on the 22nd 
October the Chief and Couneil at Cassimbazar ‘reported that “ they had finished 
the affair with Futtichund lor one hundred and thirty thousand rupees which 
they hope will be agteeable and that the affaii might be managed to the 
ilon’ble Company’s credit it was ended by u visit fiom Futtichund who pro- 
mised to befriend them on all occasions and foi the present lias undertaken 
to procure them admission to the Nabob and an oidei foi the general currency 
of our business."! 01 

Before this Jagat Reth had returned the promissory notes Kantu had 
deposited in his hands and also given the Company an acquittance, a transla- 
tion of which w*as appended to the Consultation of the 28th October, 1730, and 
runs as follows : — 

“ I Juggutseat do hereby declare that all Accounts between me and Contoo 0 
the English Broker at Cossimbuzar aie accomplished and fully discharged by 
Mr. John Stackhouse Chief &ca Council at that Factory so that I have no 
further demands on the English Company oi Contoo their Broker This being 
their discharge. 

Dated 20th October, 1730” 

Fateh Chand carried out his promise at least in part. On the ,6th Novem- 

v. 
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ber he introduced Messrs. Stackhouse and Russell to the Nawab “ who received 
them with great civility and assured them of his favour to the English on all 
occasions.” 102 

It is difficult to blame either of the paities to this quarrel. Oil the one 
hand Jagat Seth was convinced that in dealing with Kautu he was dealing 
with the Company and so great was his confidence in the Company that in his 
transactions with Kantu he even neglected the oidinary piecautions of h's 
profession. On the other Land it was impossible for Governor Deane 
to accept responsibility for money bonowed without his express authoiity. 
Whether it w'as wise of Governor Deane to i eject the proposal of the mediatois 
is more doubtful, lie knew the power of Jagat Seth nt Mursliidabad, he was 
awaie of the services the b t <nkoi had already rendered the Company in the 
disputes that had arisen with the Xawab, he hud only to turn back a few’ yea is 
to find recorded in the minutes of the meetings of his Council the hope of the 
Company's servants at Cassini bazar that he would take care that Jagat Seth 
did not suffer for his efforts on the Company's behalf and it must have been 
obvious to him that, in lef using to agiee with his adveisary quickly and 
carrying on the quarrel relentlessly to the bitter end, he was inflicting a seveie 
loss on Jagat Seth wdiicli would rankle in his mind and alienate him from the 
Company. If Governor Deane congratulated himself on getting out of the 
business cheaply he w’as to find that, in reality, he had made a bargain which 
w T as to cos't the Company dear and end in bitter mortification to himself. 
Jagat Seth had for the present acquiesced in his loss, but after events showed 
that he was determined that the Company should make it good when a favour- 
able opportunity arose and the opportunity presented itself with startling 
lapidity. During the course of the quarrel Jagat Seth had been pressing in 
his demands on the Dacca factory for the money owing to him there and the 
Company's servants at Dacca had been obliged to draw a bill of exchange on 
the President and Council at Calcufta to settle the account. The following 
Extract from the Cash Account for Januaiy 1131 records the payment of this 

bill : — 

By Dacca Factory paid Futtichund Anunchund a Bill of Exchange drawn 
by the Chief and Council there ... ... ... 30,000 

Batta 14”6”6 p.c. ... ... ... 4,320 


34,320 

Later in the same year there is evidence of the altered relations between 
Jagat Seth and the Company. On the 13th May the Chief and Council at 
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Cassimbazar weie in want of money and compelled to write to Calcutta for a 
supply “ Futtichund not ruling to lend any.” 103 

In September Governor Deane was to find bow unwise be bad been in 
alienating Jagut Seth and how useless the Company’s “new patron,” Sarfaraz 
Ivban, was in comparison with him. On the 21st the Company’s servants at 
Cassimbazar lepotted that “a very unlucky accident had happened which 
they weie afiaid would give them much trouble.” A paity of men conduct- 
ing boats laden with goods to Calcutta had quarrelled with the guards at the 
chauki of Bairigana on the Maldu liver, killed two of them and wounded a 
tliiid. One dead body was bi ought to Muishidabad “and laid at the Nabob’s 
door.” The Nawab sent foi the English vakil and in a violent passion told 
him “ that if the English wcte permitted to act in such a manner and kill the 
King’s subject at theii pleasure he could not be easy in his Government.” 
All endeavoms to pacify him w*cie fiuitle&s and the English at Cassimbazar 
ieuied that the affair would involve them in considerable expense. 1M 

Within a fortnight the dispute had developed into a geneiul attack on 
the Company. The Company’s seivants weie charged with abusing the pri- 
vileges they enjoyed undei the faiman of the Emperor Farruksiyar. It was 
alleged that their Indian merchants were*not content w r ith providing goods 
oidered by the English hut tiaded largely on their own account under pei- 
mits obtained horn the Company. The Company, besides, had not applied to 
the reigning Iimperoi for a confiimation of their farman nor had they made 
him a present. Theiefoie, declared the Nawab, they would have to pay cus- 
toms on all their trade from the beginning of the Emperor’s reign and he had 
received an order from the Empeior to that effect . 103 

While the English w’eie endeavouring to get a petition presented to the 
Nawab by means of Saifaiaz Khan another unfortunate accident occurred at 
Muroha. A seigeant and two soldiers in charge of boats quarrelled with the 
guard at that place w*ith the result that one sepoy was wounded while the 
sergeant was killed and his two solcjiers, one severely wounded, were made 
prisoners. The sergeant’s head was cut off and sent to Murshidabad and the 
two men were also sent theie in chains. 106 

On the 20th October the Chief and Council at Cassimbazar reported that 
in spite of all their efforts to find out some means of accommodating the dispute 
the officers at the Durbar were daily devising new measures to molest them, 
their vakil was refused admittance to the Nawab and when that servant of 
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the Company enquired of Haji Ahmad if a handsome present would proem e 
him an interview Haji Ahmad “ replied very shortly the order from Court was 
of too great consequence to be dispensed with for a trifle/’ 

“ They are well assured from several persons/’ tho letter from Cussim- 
bazar continued, “ that Futtichuml is at the bottom of this affair and they 
have too much reason to think that it cannot be made up without his concur- 
rence. Two days since they sent a message to him, desiring to know if he 
would be once more their friend and undertake their cause, he coldly answered 
he would not be their enemy and at last said they might send a tiusty servant 
to him, whom he would introduce to the Dunn and chief mutsuddys but he 
could not speak directly to the Nabob in our behalf having engaged to the 
contrary. In short they are given to understand that Futtichuml expects to 
be leimbursed for the loss he sustained by Contoo, though he will not ask it, 
till when he will on every occasion be a stickler against us, but if they satisfy 
him in that they may be assmed of a staunch and powerful friend. This 
cannot be done without a very great expense but they believe there is no 
cheaper way left to accommodate matteis and they are of an opinion, if they 
intend to prevent an absolute nipt uie w iili the Government that the only safe 
method will be by Futticliund's means and if they do not secure his friendship, 
u htttever they spend at the Durbar will not seouie them from fresh insults.” 

The President and Council were loth to admit that the fruits of the hard 
bargain they bad driven with Fateh Chand had been brought home to them 
in this startling fashion and it was only step by step that the truth was foiced 
upon them “ Clive Fateh Chand hopes of making up his loss by Kmtu,” they 
wrote to Cassimbazar on the 2‘3rd October, “and endeavour by tliat means to 
get him to accommodate the affair entirely, but do not offer anything till we 
know whether we can possibly consent to the demand. ”l°7 

Before this letter reached Cassimbazar the Council received another letter 
from thence to the effect that the Nawab expected a present of a lac of rupees 
for the Emperor “ besides something for himself ” and that if this were re- 
fused he would insist on the order from Court being carried out. Then the 
Council went a stage further and on the 25th October directed their servants at 
Cassimbazar “ to tell Futtichund that they have a power to treat with him 
and so to know from him the certain demand for finishing this affair and while 
they are negotiating to acquaint us what it is with all expedition, but to con- 
clude nothing without further orders ”108 

On the 29th the Council received a reply to their letter of the 23jd in which 
the Company’s servants at Cassimbazar stated w they have sent a message to* 
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Futtichund desiring liim very pressingly io let them know what sum would 
be sufficient io accommodate our dispute and giving him hopes of satisfaction 
for himself in case he will be our staunch fiiend to which be replied — that 
whenever they shall be empowered to treat he will use all his interest with the 
Nabob to make up the affair as much in oui favour as possible, but till then 
he shall not be able to do anything, so that they me still in the same uncer- 
tainty they were before and they are well assured that every day’s delay will 
widen the breach as well as letard getting in the investment. So they hope 
we will immediately come to some resolution.” 

The Council met on the ttOth and i evolved to peimit John Stackhouse at 
Cassimbazar to offer Rs. 40,000 to the Nawab and Rs. 5,000 to his Diwan for 
the confirmation of their privileges. If moie were peremptorily insisted on 
he might inciease the offer by five or ten thousand mpees but go no faither. 
As foi the oidei fiom Couit they believed it to be fictitious but should they he 
obliged to give something to the Emperor Stackhouse was to insist on a con- 
firmation of all their grants under the lojal seal. *09 

On the following day moie serious news came from Cassimbazar. The 
English tlieie had made daily applications to Jagat Seth and, as directed, 
given him hopes of satisfaction for hmnelt it lie would undertake their quise 
“but he has always given them the same answer a9 at first.” Jagat Seth’s 
chief seivant, Rupchand, however, had inf mined them that his master would 
never heartily espouse their interest till they gave him an obligation for 
Rs. 50,000 to be paid when the dispute had been accommodated. u Belays 
will be of the utmost ill-consequence,” the Council woie warned, “ if w T e intend 
to prevent a war foi the Nabob is already gieatly irritated and begins to thi eaten 
that since the English are so stout he will tiy their courage.” Finally the 
Council were urged to take into their serious consideration whether it would 
not be bettei to make up the dispute at once, even at a great expense, than run 
the risk of being brought to a shameful compliance in the end which would 
be the inevitable consequence “ for the Nabob is veiy rash and hasty (far Un-' 
like Jaffercawn) not at all iegai ding what he does to obtain bis ends let the 
country suffer ever so much by it.” 

On the 1st November another letter arrived from Cassimbazar in which 
ihe Company’s servants there stated that ” they had an answer from Futtichund 
who far from complying with their request grows angry and says they only 
dally with him to no purpose, that we are not disputing for a trifle but the 
security of our Phirmand which the Nabob is about to deprive us of, and 
advising against further delays.” The only way out was to invest them with 
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power to finish the affair. All the hopes they had placed in Sarfaraz Khan 
had been disappointed as they found he stood in awe of his father. 

Thereupon tbe President and Council gave way entirely and agreed “ that 
we write the gentlemen at Cossimbazar to make ns cheap a bargain as they can 
with Futtichund but whatever they give him must be as an acknowledgment 
of his good service in this affair and not as payment of any demand or debt.” 150 

On receipt of this order, Mr. Halsey, one of the factors at Cassimbazar, 
paid two visits to Jagat Seth. “ The first (ime little could be drawn from him 
but at the next visit, which was last night, lie opened his mind more freely and 
said that matters being carried so far they must not flatter themselves with 
hopes of getting over this affair immediately because it is actually represented 
at Court, and that the Nabob has it not in his power to confiim our privileges 
if they would give him ever so much money. Wheiefoie lie advised them as 
a friend that the best method they can take will be to endeavour to get all 
the guaids lemoved and our people and goods (denied by giving a present to 
the Nabob which will also piobably engage him to wiite to Couit in our favour 
and aftenvaids to treat with him for a now Pliiimaund which Futtichund 
said will be absolutely necessary for the inline cuncncy of our business and 
as for himself they may depend !5n all his assistance.” The Company’s ser- 
vants ;it Cassimbazar, however, infoimed (lie Council that the sum neccssaiy 
to conclude the affair would far exceed that which they had been empowered 
* by them to otter. The Council met on the Nib November and agreed “we 
find ourselves under an absolute necessity to give them full power to make it 
up on the best terms they can,” 111 

Wiili the assistance of Fjateh Chand the English at Cassimbazar ascer- 
tained that the Nawab’s terms were a lakh of nipees for the Emperoi and 
another lakh for the Nawab. On payment oi these sums (lie Nawab would 
permit their business to go on as usual and would lepiesent t heir case to the Em- 
peror in a favourable manner. “Tbe sum demanded is very extravagant,” wiote 
the merchants at Cassimbazar, “ but considering (lie answ eis they have liithei to 
received from the Nabob and his Duan tending to nothing else than our punc- 
tual compliance with the King’s orders or paying something equivalent (which 
would not be less than seven or eight laack of rupees) they intend to agree to it 
being persuaded they shall not be able to procure better terms nor should they 
have had this offer but by Futtichund’s means.” 

On the 18th October the Chief and Council at Cassimbazar related how the 
dispute was finally settled. “ To their great surprise,” they said, a # new diffi- 
culty was started by the Duan Allumchand, who insisted on them signing an 
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obligation to limit the number of the ships and many other articles which if 
they had agieed to would have been in effect giving up almost all our privileges. 
So they weie obliged io apply to Futtichund, who by his interest with the Duan 
and othei Mutsuddys pievailed with them to diop most of their demands and 
sent a papei to them (the English) which he said they must agree to that the 
Nabob might have something to write to the King in his own vindication for 
clearing oui busmens Ilowevei they lefused it, till he assured them that if they 
would not comply our affaiis would be embroiled more than ever so seeing no 
other remedy left they at last consented. 

“ They send us a copy of the paper, which they sealed yesteiday, in the pre- 
sence of Futtichund w ho brought it to them himself by the Nabob’s Older, with 
Peiwannas foi taking off the guards and at the delivery of them he desired us 
not to be uneasy foi that our ilon’ble Masters' affaiis would go on again as us- 
ual and nothing moie by this was required than that we should not trade in Ben- 
gal salt, beetlenut, and other commodities from one part of the countiy to 
another and engross any sort of goods to the prejudice of the King’s subjects, 
lie further tohl them they may depend on his best service in futuie, in which 
they believe be is since having now T no demand upon them for old scores. They 
gave him a note for fifty thousand mpees for his good sei vices according to our 
orders with wluch he seemed entuely satisfied He has been of signal , use in 
the accommodation of this dispute for instead of twm laaek of rupees they before 
advised of, he lias finished it for one hundred and eighty thousand including the 
Duan’s and officers’ presents which amount to no less than thirty thousand so be 
bas saved foi them what they have given him/’ 112 

During the remaining years of the government of Shuja-ud-daula the Eng- 
lish lelied on the good services of Jagat Seth in times of difficulty On the 30th 
April, 173 I, a letter ftom Cassimbazar relates that the English vakil “waited 
on Juggutse.it (the hist ieoorded instance of the use of the title by the Company’s 
servants) in connection with the affaiis of the Company who, after healing 
what the vakil had to say, went “ in to the Nabob.” 113 In July of the same yeaf 
one of the Company’s servants at Cassimbazar carried an arzdast from the Pre- 
sident to Jagat Seth in order either to request him to deliver it to the Nawab 
“ or to pursue such other means of doing it as he should advise them.” 11 * In 
January, 1735, w r hen their broker was seized the English immediately despatch- 
ed their vakil with letters to Eai Alam Cliand, Haji Ahmad and Fateh Chand 
“remonstrating and desiring their assistance in our behalf.” 113 Jn November, 
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1735, when Shuja-ud-daula followed the example of Murshid Kuli Kb an and 
demanded a large sum of money as rent for the Calcutta settlement the aid of 
J agat Seth was sought to accommodate the matter. The conclusion of this dis- 
pute was marked by a visit to the factoiy at Cassimbazar by Jagat Seth in the 
course of which “ he was not wanting in his great professions for the interest of 
our Hon’ble Masters nor we in an occasional U6 and suitable address to so great 
a man.” The payment of Rs. 40,000 which ended the dispute was made to the 
Nawab through Jagat Seth and the NauaVs perwannas were brought to the 
factory by Jagat Seth himself. 117 

It was during these years that a l elation of Fateh Ohand appeared at Mur- 
hsidabad. This was Lalji, the son of Sadanand, who was a brother of Manik 
Chand. Kwajah Sarhad, who had figured prominently in the Surman embassy, 
had been promised, presumably in writing, a gi atuity by the English if the em- 
bassy were successful in obtaining a faiman fiom the Emperor and on this se- 
cui ity he had boirowcd a large sum of money from Sadanand. About the year 
1734 Kwajah Sarhad died and Lalji obtained a letter fioin Court directing the 
Nawril) to see that the debt was paid by the English. Fateh Chand natuiallv 
suppoitcd his cousin and so, too, did llaji Ahmad who was “glad of an oppov- 
poitunity to oblige Futtiehund.* The Engish held out for some time against 
the demand on the ground that Kwajah Sarhad had died gieatly in debt to the 
Company but they were obliged to confess that the Armenian was to have had 
Ihe gratuity promised him and directed Mr. Braddyll, the chief of the Cassim- 
bazar factory, and his Council, “ to compound this matter with Futticbund on 
the best terms they can, taking care that it does not appear to be given as his 
(Lalji’s) due, but that we give this money pmely to oblige Futtiehund.” On 
receipt of these orders the English at Cassimbazar sent their vakil “ to sound 
Futtichund’s intentions in relation to Logeesaw (Lalji saho) and to try what 
would satisfy him without making the first offer on their parts and to let him 
know whatever sum was given on this occasion was to pleaso him and that we by 
'no means allowed of Logecsaw’s demand to be just.” The vakil had two con- 
ferences with Fateh Chand at the second of which Lalji was present. “ Logee- 
saw said the whole was his due but that he was willing to abate two or three thou- 
sand rupees upon which Futtiehund told him that the English would not have 
stood out so long for so trifling a sura and desired him to propose something 
more reasonable. Logeesaw at length with great difficulty agreed to accept of 
fifteen thousand rupees and quitted the room when Futtiehund advised the va- 
queel to be easy for two or three days, so that they are in hopes it wilfrbe accom- 
modated for less.” A few days afterwards Fateh Chand sent for the vafiil and 
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acquainted him that he had reduced Lalji’s demand to Its. 10,000 and advised 
him at the same time to finish the affair piomising to procure a full discharge 
from Lalji for his claim upon the Company, So the English at Cassimbazar 
wrote “ it appearing to them that it will be impossible to make any further re- 
duction they thought proper to direct the vacqueel to finish the affair which will 
cost in all about twelve thousand rupees, that is, ten thousand to Lolgeesaw and 
two thousand to some of his friends whom we are under an absolute necessity to 
oblige for their interest on this occasion.” 11 ^ 

During the government of Shuja-ud-daula the English continued to corn- 
pain that Eatch Chanel would suffer no one to buy silver but himself and that 
he fixed the piice of silver and lupees as lie thought pioper. In* 1736 an order 
was issued by the Government i educing the value of Madras and Arcot rupees 
which the English and French used in their transactions with Indian mer- 
chants and Fateh Chaiul was regarded as “ t lie duel promoter of this order .”* 19 
It seems that the revenues of the Murshidahad mint had fallen off greatly at 
this time and, according to Fateh Grand, this was owing to the fact that the 
English were importing less bullion Ilian formerly and sending more of what 
they did import to Patna. Therefore he seems to have argued: — Discouiage 
the use of foreign money and the result will be that the European nations will 
impoit more bullion io be coined into Mmshidabad lupees and the mint will 
flourish again. 

It is certainly true that the English at Cassimbazar reported to the Coun- 
cil at Calcutta that the best method of inducing Fateh Chand to support them 
in the offorts they were making to get the order rescinded was to sell him a quan- 
tity of bullion. Fifty chests of treasure weie, , accordingly, sent to Cassim- 
bazar and on the 28th December, 1736, the English at Cassimbazar wrote “ they 
sent the I’acqueel to offer Futtichund the silver they had then received and at 
the same time to intercede with him forliis interest to get the great loss of batta 
on Madras rupees taken off, who replied as follows; he could not at present take 
our silver but desired we would keep it a little while in the factory and he would 
let us know when it suited his eonveniency. As to the batta of Madras 
rupees he said it was not a proper time to apply to the Nawab to have it taken 
off immediately but he hoped to effect it in a month and withal sent them word 
not to be uneasy for that if in the interim they should have occasions for 
lour or five laack of rupees for the Company’s use he would advance it for a 
month or two without interest.” 

The Bnglish merchants at Cassimbazar found out later that twelve of the 
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cheats were filled with Madras rupees and as they had represented to Fateh 
Chand that they were all full of bullion this caused them some anxiety for they 
wrote “ though he (Fateh Chand) seems inclinable at present to be our fiiend 
they are apprehensive should he find them shoit in the quantity of silver it may 
make him think they have imposed upon him and of couise disgust him, which 
as affairs now stand may be attended with ill consequence and they must request 
us to send as much bullion as will make up the full quantity.” The Council at 
Calcutta had no more bullion but sent to Madias for a supplyt20 and in Apiil 
1737 twelve more chests anived at Cassimbazar. Meanwhile in February the 
bullion at Cassimbazar had been sold to Fateh Chand “who allowed 20GJ fox 
240 sicca weight the new Pillar Dollars and the Mexico at 20G£.” 121 

In May 1737 the Company sold 23 chest** of ti engine to Fateh Chand* 22 
hut later in the year there was again u no appearance ot business in the Mint.’ , *23 
The decrease in the levenne was so seiious that the Diwan llai Alain ('hand was 
looking into the matter, lie called the English vakil to him in private and 
asked him to procui e a return of the amount of bullion imported by the English 
in the last years of the government of Mmshid Kuli Khan and aho dining the 
period 1733 to 1736 and the amount of tins that had been sent to Patna. The 
vakil tried to evade the request aiM, finding this unsuccessful, uiged the danger 
of offending Fateh Chand.* llai Alnm (’hand replied that lie would take care 
the English leceived no injury and would com mcc Fateh (’hand that they were 
foicod to comply with his lequest. “ Futtichiiud likewise met the Vnequeel 
and told him, he knew the necessity w r c weie under of obliging Allumchund and 
advised him by all means to do it,”* 2i * The accounts w ere t ent in Septembei and 
the Drwan seemed well pleased with them. 

Some of these incidents /.ould lead one to suspect that an intrigue was go- 
ing on behind the scenes aimed at Fateh Chand's monopoly of the mint. As far 
back as Apiil when the English vakil went to see Fateh Chand in connection 
with Lalji’s affair and took the opportunity of mentioning the loss the English 
were suffering from the order relating to Madras rupees “ Futtichund told him, 
that it affected himself as much as anybody and that the order was originally 
levelled at him by the means of Chaimay, Allumchund'* Diwan (?) who repre- 
sented there was a great deficiency in the revenue of the Mint occasioned by the 
vtont of bullion to coin and that he (Futtichund) had made several attempts to 
get the order revoked but in vain, that it must he a woik of time and it wrould 
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be our best way not to stir in it.” 125 Pei Laps the clue to the puzzle is to be 
found in the fact that at the end of the year the French had succeeded in obtain- 
ing a promise of a sanad for the use of the mint at a cost of Its. 50,000 and by 
so doing had incuired the bitter enmity of Jagat Seth. 126 

All through 1737 the Euglish weie trying to get the order removed but so 
far were they from obtaining any success that a duty was imposed on all Mad- 
ras and Areot iupees coming into Bengal. They considered the French respon- 
sible for the issue of this order as they had been importing a large quantity of 
Arcot rupees into Bengal. Their utmost endeavour,” the Chief and Council 
at Cassimbazar wrote in Octobei, u have not been wanting to get the order for 
laying an additional batta on Madias rupees suppressed, being sensible how 
great ail encroachment it is on our Ilonble Masters’ phirmaund, but that order 
Arcot iupees into Bengal. “ Their utmost endeavour,” the Chief and Council 
my) it seems impracticable to do anything in the affair till they have accommo- 
dated their disputes m legaid to the Aicot rupees they have imported on all of 
which the Government demand custom to be immediately paid notwithstanding 
they aie coined in one of the King’s mints.” 127 The French cleared their rupees 
of customs in December and m the same month obtained a promise of a sanad for 

coining their Aicot rupees at Mursludabad lfiint as has been already stated. 

* 

Meanwhile in September 1737 the Indian merchant^ trading with the Eng- 
lish had complained that Jagat Seth would take Mursludabad siccas only in 
payment of the money they had borrowed from him or if they repaid their loans 
in other kinds of rupees they were accepted at a heavy discount with a conse- 
quent proportionate loss to them 12 ^ and so when the English informed them in 
March 1738 that they expected them to take a part of t lie sum due to them in 
Madras rupees the merchants objected stating that “ they should be great suffei- 
ers in it for the Government would oblige them to pay a duty of two and a halt 
per cent, and they should be at a further loss in putting them off ” “Fpon this,” 
wrote the Chief and Council at Cassimbazar, “ we directed the broker to wait on 
Futtichund and aeqaint him with tins hardship and to solicit his interest for 
the currency of them again. Ho told the broker the French had been the solo 
occasion of our complaint by agreeing to pay a custom on Madras and Arcot 
rupees, that it was not in his power to be of any service to us he himself not 
being exempted from this custom but that he was willing to take them at the 
Tate of 106J Madras rupees for 100 siccas which was half per cent, more than we 
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could put them off for anywhere else” Even then the English would have in- 
curred a loss and so the Madras rupees were returned to Calcutta. 12 ^ 

Thereupon the President wiote an arzdast to the Nawab declaring that the 
hindrance placed on the currency of their Madras rupees was an infringement 
of one of the principal articles of the farman granted by the Emperor Farrukh- 
siyar.130 The arzdast was sent to Cassimbazar to be delivered to the Nawab 
but the Company’s servants at that place, before delivering it, thought is neces- 
sary to sound fiai Alam (’hand and Fateh Chand on the matter. 131 Fateh 
Chand promised his assistance but was doubtful whether the arzdast would do 
any good. 132 This proved true foi when it w r as delivered to the Nawab through 
Fateh Chand and Rai Alam (’hand the Chief and Council at Cassimbazar ic- 
poited on the 10th April 17‘38 ” the answer is our request cannot be granted, the 
duty on foreign rupees having been oidered fiom Court on account of the great 
deficienees in the revenues of the mint and that it affected all the merchants in 
the country in common with us.” 133 

The records contain seveial leferences to commercial tiansactions between 
the Company and Jagat Seth during the government of Sliuja-ud-daula. On 
the 22nd May 17-12 the Council lesolved to piocuro a letter of credit tor 
Its. 150, 000 on Jagat Seth’s factdly at Patna for the benefit of their servants 
theie 134 On the 15th December 1722 the English at Cassimbazar weie order- 
ed to give Jagat Seth the prefeience when they bon owed money in future and 
these orders w’cie repeated in 1730. 133 On the 3rd March the Company s ser- 
vants at Cassimbazar wrote that “ They have taken up tw^o bundled thousand 
nipees of Futtichund to cany on their business and shall give him the prefer- 
ence as we direct by boi rowing what more they shall have occasion for of 
liim. M 136 On the 14th June* the Council received a letter from Cassimbazar 
‘‘inclosing a Bill of Exchange of Futtichund for two hundred and forty thousand 
siccas which is accepted” and on the 2nd March, 1738, the Company’s servants at 
Cassimbazar borrowed Rs. 130, 000. 13 ? On the 16th November 1738 a transac- 
tion of a different nature is recorded. “ Futtichund by his Gomastah desires we 
will let him have sixty six pieces of red broadcloth and sixty six pieces of green 
ditto and we not having sufficient in the warehouse of ye popinjay. 
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“ Agreed that we write to the gentlemen at Patna to deliver to his Oomastah 
there seven bales of the gieen broadcloth and to debit Account Current Calcutta 
for the same at fifty rupees pei piece he being to account with us for the 
amount/’ 138 The Company’s servants at Patna declared that Jagat Seth’s go- 
mastab trifled with them until the bioadcloth had been disposed of to better ad- 
vantage elsewhere. 139 “They arc soiry,” they wrote on the 27th February 
1739, “ Futtichund was disappointed in the biond-elotb but it was entirely his 
gomastah’s fault and as affairs stand peihaps Futtichund may not be displeased 
at it.” 140 This is perhaps an allusion to the last illness of the Xawab whoso 
death was reported to the Council at Calcutta in a lettei from Cassimbazar dated 
the 13th March, 1739.1 41 

Nhuja-ud-daula was Xawab of Bengal for about twelve years. On his 
deathbed he recognised his son, Saifaraz Khan, as his successor, earnestly ex- 
hoiting to place his confidence in Ilaji Ahmad, the Ilai Raian Alam Chand and 
Jagat Seth Fateh Chand as he himself had done. 142 

Without presenting Shuja-ud-daula as a faultless character historians agree 
in piaising him for his benignity of temper, his liberality, and impartial distri- 
bution of justice. He was no respecter of persons, “ the tearful sparrow certain 
of finding in his bosom a shelter against the ( hawk’s pursuit, flew towards him 
with a peifect reliance on his goodness.” 143 In the midst of Mahratta invasions 
and the convulsions which followed men looked back to his time as a golden age 
when Bengal really merited the title of “ Paradise of Provinces ” which it had 
received in foirner times. But it is equally txue that Xawab Shuja-ud-daula 
was fond of ease and pleasure. It was upon his Council rather than upon him 
that the real buiden of the government lay 144 and the testimony of historians to 
the general prosperity of the province is also a testimony to the merits and abi- 
lities of Haji Ahmad, the Rai Raian Alam Chand and Jagat Seth Fateh Chand. 

6. 

Sarfaraz Khan became Nawab without opposition at the beginning of 
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March, 1739 and, paying heed to the last injunction of his father, chose as his 
chief ministers llaji Ahmad, the Rai Raian Alam Chand and Jagat Seth 
Fateh-Chand — the three men to whom had been entrusted the absolute adminis- 
tration of affairs under the late government. 

Dark days had descended upou the Mughal Empire. Nadir Shah, the Per- 
sian King, had sacked Delhi and the Empeior was his captive. Before the end 
of March Saifaiaz Khan received orders lionr Delhi to proclaim Nadir Shall 
Empeior at Murshidabad, to coin rupees in his name, and to keep the province 
quiet until the receipt of further orders. 145 

So the first rupees of Saifaiaz Khan were coined with the name of Nadir 
Shah inscribed upon them as the leigning Emperor. Under ordinary circums- 
tances these rupees would have been superior in value to any passing current in 
Bengal but in these unsettled times the Nadir Shall lupees at once fell to the 
level of Aient rupees which weie inferior in value to Madias rupees. Men who 
had them were anxious to get rid of them and so when the English merchants at 
Cassimbazai went to Fateh ('hand for money he leftised to lend any unless they 
would take Nadir Shah rupees whereupon the Council at Calcutta directed them 
to honow elsewhere. “ We cannot think it piopei,” they wrote, “ to take Sha 
Nadars Siccas at the late Futti^hund offeis them the loss being so very consi- 
derable.” 146 

When, at the end of May, tidings came to Murshidabad that the Persian 
King had left Delhi and was returning to his owm country the Government or- 
dered the Nadir Shah scale to be broken and new ones to be made in the 
name of the old Emperor, Muhammad Shall. 147 Jagat Seth, however, does not 
appear to have got iid of all his Nadir Shah mpees at the end of July for on 
the 30th, when the Council wished to send bills of exchange for 10,000 sicca 
mpees to Dacca and applied to Jagat Seth’s gomastali in Calcutta for the money, 
the gomastali informed the Council that lie could not give them bills for the 
new siccas of Muhammad Shah without particular orders from his principals at 
Murshidabad. The gomastah wrote to Murshidabad and a favourable answer 
was received from thence for we find in the records under date the 3rd August 
that “ Futtichund's gomastah laid before the Board a Bill of Exchange on his 
house at Dacca for one hundred thousand sicca rupees of the twenty second year 
dated the 1st instant and payable twenty one days after date to the Chief &cu 
Council there. Agreed that we immediately inclose it to the Gentlemen at 
Dacca for the supply of their factory and that we give a note at interest for the 
same to Futtichund payable to him or order upon demand.” On the 6th Decem- 
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ber “ Futtichund’s Gomastah demanding payment of our note to him for one 
hundred thousand mpees with the interest due thereon and desiring that part 
of it may be paid in bullion Agreed that the President do pay the same and that 
five chests of bullion be delivered out of the Treasury towards discharging it in 
the manner Futtiohund desires.”* 48 

On the 24th Match, 1740 the merchants at Dacca were again calling for 
money and the Council at Calcutta resolved to borrow two lakhs to supply their 
own wants and those of the factory at Dacca. In accordance with this iesolu- 
tion they place on record under date the 7th April “ We took up at interest of 
Juggutseat Futtiohund Anunohund one hundred twenty one thousand sicca 
rupees (sicca rupees 121,000) and gave oui note for the same dated the 5th ins- 
tant the money being then leceived into cash payable on demand with one per 
cent, per mensem piemuim thereon which sum completes the two laack agieod 
to he taken up at interest.” In the previous year the factory at Patna also had 
boi rowed Its. 25,000 of Jagat Seth's agent and given a bill of exchange drawn 
ou the President and Council at Calcutta and “ payable foity days after date to 
Juggut Seat Futticbund Annncliund oi order in Calcutta.” The bill was paid 
on the 30th July. 149 

During the last years of Sliuja-ud-daula^govemment Ilaji Ahmad, whose 
brother, Alivardi Khan, had made himself independent Nawab of Behar, had 
grown more and mote poweiful at Murskidabad and had gsed his power to ex- 
tort money from the English. He was now Saifaraz Khan’s “ Prime Minister 
and great favourite ”150 and continued his attempts to extort money from the 
English. In May 1730 he demanded a large sum on the excuse that the Eng- 
lish required a new fat man to legalise their trade in Bengal. The Company's 
servants at Cassimbazai used their best endeavoiirs to induce Ilaji Ahmad to 
lower liis demand ‘‘ and got Futticbund to make him a visit who said as much 
as be could on mu behalf which was of great service and made Hadjee come 
down to ten thousand rupees which Futtirkund acquainted them of and advised 
them to make up the affair directly since a delay would only disgust Iladjee the 
more and make him get the Nabob to Irouble us. Iladjee also told their va- 
queel that if they did not make up the affair immediately he would raise his de- 
mands.” The Company, therefore, thought it advisable to pay this sum.* 51 

In October 1739 Ilaji Ahmad notified to the three European nations in 
Bengal that Sarfaiaz Khan had been confirmed Nawab of the three provinces 
and expected the customary present from them on the occasion. The English 
— . • 
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proposed to give the Nawab the same amount they had given his father but 
Haji Ahmad pointed out that the Nawab had been, put to great expense in hir- 
ing forces to keep the country quiet and as they had leaped the benefit of this 
lie expected them to bear a proportion of the expense by making their present 
larger. Es. 10,000 was the sum demanded with presents in addition for the 
Diwan and other officers. Besides this a visit was due from the new chief of 
tho Cassimbazar factory and this meant a further present. “ They have 
been endeavouring some time to reduce these demands,” the English at Cassim- 
bazar wrote on the 14th February, 1740, “ but have not been able to do it 
hope wo will permit them to finish it as Futtichund and Allurnchund advise 
them to make the visit directly.” The Council at Calcutta authorised them to* 
arrange for the present and visit to the Nawab on the terms mentioned if they 
could not reduce them lower and on the 2nd March Mr. Eyre, the new chief at 
Cassimbazar, visited the Nawab. 152 

For more than a month after this the letters from Cassimbazar deal sole- 
ly with the price of silk and other details of the Company’s trade and then, 
without a word of warning, without a word of explanation of the reasons for it, 
we find that a revolution is in prggress. Alivardi Khan has invaded Bengal and 
aujved at Monghyr. Turning to the Persian historians we learn that discoid 
had aiisen between the Nawab and his ministers with the result that within 
fifteen months after the accession of Sarfaraz Khan the semi-regal viceroyalty 
of Bengal had passed from the house of Murshid Kuli Khan for ever. 

7. 

The main facts in connection with this revolution aie sufficiently clear, 
llaji Ahmad, the Eai Eaiau’Alam Chand and Jagat Seth Fateh Chand called 
in Alivardi Khan from Behar. Alivardi Khan invaded Bengal, Sarfaraz Khan 
was killed in the battle that followed and Alivardi Khan became Nawab. But 
difficulties arise as soon as we attempt to get a clear idea of the causes of the 
revolution and the motives of the chief actors in it. Even the actual progress 
of events is rendered perplexing by conflicting authorities. The character of 
Sarfaraz Khan is the subject of the most irreconcilable statements. Accord- 
ing to some historians he was a ruler not unlike our own Edward the Confes- 
sor, according to others he was a hardened debauchee. A consideration of this 
matter will illustrate the difficulties confronting a writer who has to deal with 
this period of the history of Bengal and will, at the same time, have a direct 
bearing on the story of the life of Fateh Chand, for Sarfaraz Khan yas alleged 
to have brought dishonour on his family. If Sarfaraz Khan was a mai^ of un- 
blemished moral'Character we shall be disposed to discredit the charge. If, on 

- — , ........ - — . „ ,, 
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the other hand, we come to the conclusion that Sarfaraz Khan was a man sunk 
in sensuality we shall be disposed to ciedit it. 

According to the Seir Mutaqheiin Sarfaraz Khan “proved to be only a 
pious man addicted to the practices of devotion, and extremely regular in his 
stated prayers, he fasted three full months besides the blessed month of the 
Itamazan, and was sciupulous in the discharge of the several duties prescribed 
throughout the year; but at the same time he pioved greatly deficient in the 
keenness of discernment, and that extent of mind, so indispensably necessary 
in a sovereign Piince : his soul wholly engiossed by those little practices of re- 
ligion, did not pay a sufficient attention to the affaiis of state, and did not reach 
to those niceties and those qualifications so necessary in a man of his station 
and rank.” 155 So might some sarcastic thane of Earl Godwin have spoken of 
Edward the Confessor. The Riyazu-salatin says that Sarfaraz 
Khan “ consecrated his life to winning the hearts of people and 
also sought for help and blessings from saints and hermits.” 15 ^ Eusuff Ali 
Khan, who strove to show that it was necessity and self-defence that forced Ali- 
vardi Khan to depose Sarfaraz Khan says “ Saifaraz Khan was a prince of ex- 
emplary virtue : for though he possessed eveiy incitement to voluptuousness in 
addition to the season of youth, yet he was not addicted to sensual enjoyments : 
and duiing his short government, in the course of which I, was constantly with 
him, I nevei beheld m his conduct even a tendency towards a vicious action. 
But, alas! he was ignorant of the aits of policy, and possessed not an address 
or manners to conciliate the world, so that he became a prey to the machinations 
of his enemies.” 155 

Sarfaraz Khan had a very different reputation among the servants of the 
East India Company. According to Holwell “ Independant power only in- 
creased the bad qualities, which had already taken too deep possession of Suff- 
raaz Khan : his excesses in spirituous liquors and women, were beyond controul 
and example ; his insolence and impetuosity of temper became intolerable to all 
about him; his principal officers were treated with insults and indignities.” 155 
Scrafton declares that Saifaraz Khan “ indulged in excessive debauchery even 
to that degree as to disorder his faculties, soon rendered himself odious to his 
people, and lost the affections of those who might have supported him.” 157 
Orme says that he was “ a man of mean abilities, and governed only by his 
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vices.” His profligacy “ increased with the means of indulgence : and his de- 
baucheries went to an excess that disordered his understanding.”!^ 

There is one scrap of evidence which, at first sight , seems to support the 
unfavourable view of the character of Sarfaraz Khan. He possessed enoimous 
wealth — the accumulated hoards of his father and grandfather. All of this 
was seized by Alivardi Khan. But some of the possessions of Sarfaraz Khan 
bad no attraction for Alivardi Khan. The latter prided himself on the fact 
that he had only one wife and was faithful to her. Aecoidingly “ llaji Ahmad 
and his sons and relations possessed themselves of Saifaraz Khan’s fifteen hun- 
dred pretty female dependants and slaves.” 15 ^ It would, however, be unjust to 
discredit the testimony of Eusuff Ali Khan on this evidence. All writers agiee 
that Sarfaraz Khan’s father was a voluptuary. Ilolwell asserts that Haji Ah- 
mad ransacked the provinces to obtain for his master, regardless of cost, the 
most beautiful women that could be procured, and never appeared at the Na- 
wab’s evening levee “without something of this kind in his hand.” 160 Ob- 
viously among the possessions that Shuja-ud-daula left to his son was a huge 
seraglio. The author of the Riyazu-s-salatin, fiom whom the above quotation 
has been made, probably intended to convey this view for he expressly states 
that the treasures which Alivardi Khan confiscated were the hoards of past Na- 
zims. Otherwise he has been guilty of strange forgetfulness. One of his au- 
thorities was an anonymous Persian historian who had written a history of Ben- 
gal at the wish of Governor Yansittart. A few pages before he had followed 
this authority very closely — frequently using the same words — up to the point 
where he found the story that Sarfaraz Khan had a harem of 1500 women in 
wdiose company he spent his time to the total neglect of all affairs. Here he 
'stopped short, rejected the words of his authority, and substituted the state- 
ment quoted on a preceding page. 161 

As there is no possibility of reconciling the irreconcilable we have to choose 
between the two opposite view r s of the character of Sarfaraz Khan. On one 
side Eusuff Ali Khan speaks from personal knowledge. The author of the Seir 
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Mutaqherin was also in an exceptional position to learn the truth. His mother 
was a relation of Alivardi Khan and his father held an impoitant post in his 
service. He himself was intimately acquainted with all the prominent men of 
the time. If we say that the former is guilty of deliberate falsehood and the 
latter of suppiessing the tiuth we are led into this position — that two apolo- 
gists of Alivardi Khan deliberately and falsely weakened their case by praising 
Alivardi Khan’s adveisaiy. On the othei side we have Orme who wrote at 
Madras and obtained his information about Bengal fiom coriespondents. 
Scrafton arrived in Bengal some years after the death of Sarfaraz Khan and 
spent the eaily years of his seivice at Dacca. llolwell states that he was m 
western Bengal as eaily as 173‘1 and wrote the first draft of’ his histoiy in 
1750.162 flis testimony would have great weight if it could be relied on but 
unfortunately we can never be suie when he is telling the truth. The Bengal 
Consultations contain nothing derogatory to the character of Sarfaraz Khan 
and contain the positive fact that the Company’s seivants made great eftoits 
to secure his friendship. 

This leads us to the story in connection with w r kich it was necessary to dis- 
cuss the character of Sarfaraz Khan. It was said that Fateh Ckand became a 
bitter enemy of Sarfaraz Khan on account of a wanton outrage committeed by 
the latter on the honour of his family. The story will be found in the pages 
of Orme and Scrafton. Jonathan Scott, a captain in the East India Company's 
service and Persian secretary to Warren Hastings, wdro appended a histoiy ot 
Bengal from the accession of Alivardi Khan to the year 1780 to his translation 
of Ferishta, states in a footnote that he had heard the story but was unable to 
say whether it w r as true as he Had also heard it contradicted by many persons.163 
Holwell has told the story w r ith a wealth of detail, the offspring of his ow r n ima- 
gination, which we do not find in other writers. This is his story : — 164 

“ A few r months after Suffiaaz Khan came to the government, he threw’ a 
disgrace on Futtuah Chand’s house, wdiich laid the foundation of his precipi- 
tate fall. The fact, though well-kntfwn to a few, w*as only wdiispeied, out ol 
respect to the power and credit of that family, which had maintained, even from 

the reign of Aurung Zebe, a character of distinguished consideration 

“ He had about this time married his youngest grandson, 165 named Seet 
Mortab Roy, to a young creature of exquisite beauty ; aged about eleven years. 
The fame of her beauty coming to the ears of the Soubah, he burned with cu- 
riosity and lust for the possession of her; and sending for Jaggaut 9eet, demand- 
» 

162* Interesting Historical Events, Part I, pp. 13, 14 (note), 57. 

163. Scott's History o! Dekkan, etc. Vd. II, p. 316. 

164. Interesting Historical Events, Part I, pp. 75-77. • 

165. Fateh Chand had two grandsons. M&htsb Rai was the elder of the two. 
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a sight of her;— The old man (then complete fourscore) 166 begged and intreat- 
ed that the Soubah would not stain the honour and credit of his house; nor load 
his last days with shame; by persisting in a demand which he knew the princi- 
ples of his cast, forbid a compliance with. 

“ Neither the tears noi remonstiances of the old man had any weight on the 
Soubah; who growing outrageous at the lefusal, ordeied, in his presence, his 
house to be immediately sui rounded with a body of horse; and 
swore on the Khoran, that if he complied in sending his grand-daughter, that 
he might only see her, he would instantly ieturn her without any injury. 

“ The Seet reduced to this extiemity, and judging from the Soubah’s known 
impetuosity, that his persisting longer in a denial would only make his dis- 
grace more public, at last consented; and the young creatuie was carried with 
the greatest secrecy in the night to visit him. She was .returned the same 
night; and we will suppose (for the honour of that house) uninjured. Be this 
as it may, the violence was of too delicate a nature, to permit any future com- 
merce between her and her husband. 

“ The indignity was never forgiven by Jaggaut Seet ; and that whole power- 
ful family, consequently, because inveteiate, tho* concealed enemies to the 
Soulmh.” 

The objections to the story ate these. It is not mentioned by the Indian 1ns- 
toiians. indeed the Seir Mutaqueiin states that, for a time, Sarfaraz Khan 
molested neither Fateh Chand nor even Ilaji Ahmad. It is repudiated by the 
Seth family. It is not necessaiy as an explanation of the fact that Jagat Seth 
Fateh Chand was hostile to ttaifaiaz Khan. It was contradicted by many 
poisons as early as the time pf Warren Hastings. Lastly, if a case has been 
established for accepting the choractei of Sarfaraz Khan as presented by Indian 
historians, the story must be rejected altogether. In spite of the elaborate 
narration of Holwell, future writers on this period of the history of Bengal 
ivill do well to follow Scott's example and relegate the story to a footnote. It 
would be still better to reject it altogether. 

By this time the leader must be feeling irritated at the disparaging re- 
marks that have been made in the course of this chapter against Mr. Holwell 
and his irritation will pass into strong condemnation unless some justification 
for them is given. The writer, too, has a duty to perform which he has defer- 
red to the present moment. He has to defend Jagat Seth Fateh Chand against 
the charge offorgoing a farraan— a charge which Holwell alone, unsupported by 
evidence, has brought against him. The defence will be, and it is the only 

" ■ * 1 — — — nr — ' ' ■ 

166. A touch of Holwell’s imagination. The family records state that Fateh Chand 
was a boy when he was adopted by Manik Chand in 1700. According to Holwell’s Statement 
ha was a man of over 40 when adopted. 
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possible defence under the circumstances, that as a historian Holwell is abso- 
lutely untrustworthy and as a man his word would not be taken in any court 
of law unless corroborated by the strongest evidence. 

8 . 

John Zephaniah Holwell has received the eulogy of modern writers for 
his gallant defence of Calcutta in 1756 after the desertion of Governor Drake 
•and his chief officers. He was the piincipal survivor of the Black Hole tiagedy 
and wrote a narrative of his sufferings. When Clive left India in February 
1760 Holwell succeeded him as Governoi of Calcutta hut in August was supei - 
seded’by Yansittart. nis gieat achievement as Governor was to work up a 
case, in a most unscrupulous manner, against Nawab Mir Jafar He gained 
Governor Yansittart over to his views and in October 1760 Mir Jafar was 
deposed to the great indignation of seven gentlemen of the Council, who 
strongly protested against the measure and asserted that if the President had 
consulted the whole Council the measure would have been rejected by a major- 
ity .167 He was a man of great ability which he used unscrupulously to 
secure his own ends. Clive condemns him in the stiongest terms. “ Mr. ilol- 
well is a specious and sensible man,” be wrote, “ but from what I have beard 
and observed myself I cannot be persuaded be will ever make use of his abilities 
for the good of the Company.” 168 He ti enabled to think of the fatal conse- 
quences if he weie succeeded by such a meicenniy man “ Mr lias tal- 

ents, but I fear w^ants a heart, therefore unfit to preside where integrity as 
w T ell as capacity are equally essential. 168 It seems ungenerous to add that 
when Siraj ud-daula besieged Calcutta Holwell would have run aw'ay with the 
others if he had been able. But the statement was made at the time. Ives 
mentions it without disapproval 170 and Clive believed it. “ I am well in- 
formed,” he said, " there is no merit due to him for staying behind in the 
lort, nothing but the want of a boat prevented his escape and flight with the 
res 

To qualify himself to write on 'the history of India Holwell “ studiously 
perused all that has been written of the empire of Indostan, both as to its 
ancient as well as more modern state ; as also the various accounts transmitted 
to us, by authors in almost all ages (from Arrian, down to the Abbe de 
Guyon) concerning the Hindoos, and the religious tenets of the Brahmins.” 

167. HolweU, India Tracts (1774), p. 107. 

16a CJive to William Mabbot 31st January, 1757. (Hill’s Bengal in 1756-57, Vol. II, p. 186). 

169. Malcolm’s Life of Clive (1836), Vol. II, p. 137 and 130. Aateriska are placed for 

the nafne but it is quite clear that Holwell is the man f 

170. A Voyage from England to India in the year 1754 to (177 3), p. 93. Ives was 
Burgeon to Admit Watson. 

171. *In letter quoted above. 
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He proceeds “ to pronounce them all very defective, fallacious, and unsatisfae- 
tory to an inquisitive searcher after truth/’ 172 llolwell may have been right, 
for all his reading did not save him from making the elementary blunder of 
declaring that Prince Nicosir, a pretender to the Empire in 1719, was the son 
of the great Akbar who died in 1605. 173 If Hoi well is correct in his history 
of the Mughal Empire from the death of Aurungzeb to Muhammad Shah 
then Elphinstone’s History of India needs levision for that period. If the 
Seir Mutaqherin approximates to history then iiolwelPs account of the Trans- 
actions in Bengal from 1717 to 1750 is romance. To relate all the instances 
in which they differ and to say that the former is right and the latter wrong 
would serve no good purpose. But if Holwell deals with the affairs of the 
Company during that peiiod and is wrong in his facts, if further, he shows 
an ignorance of the gieatest event in the histoiy of the Company in Bengal 
between the founding of Calcutta and its capture by Siiaj-ud-daula which 
would have disgiaced the youngest writer in the Company’s seivice then we can 
at once dismiss his claims to be an autkoiity on the histoiy of the country 
government. 

The only leferen re of impqitance made by llolwell in his history to the 
affairs of the Company is this. Slnija-ud-daula “ made sundry regulations 
le&pecting the trade of the provinces, both inland and foreign; casting his 
eyes particularly on the Europeans; and attentive that they should not 
clandestinely partake of greater immunities and advantages, than the terms 
of their Phiimaunds or grants, gave them a title to. To this end, he en~ 
creased the number of Chowkees (or places for the receipts of customs) to 
twenty, upon the several riveis; wheieas, before his government, there were 
only two; Buxsli Bundar, and Azimgunge." 17 ^ Two Indian historians of 
Bengal have copied this statement into their books. 

In reality one of the great grievances of the English against Murshid 
Kuli Khan was the extortions they were subjected to by these chaukis. In 
J708 Governor Pitt of Madras complained to a high officer of the Emperor 
Bahadur Shah of the great abuses and obstructions to the Company’s trade : n 
Bengal, particularly in bringing goods from Patna, Dacca, Rajmahal, Malda 
and Cassimbazar “ every little Governour having erected all along Ye rivers 
Chowkeys who Exort (sic) Custom and what they please, and will pay no 
reverence' to ye Iioyall Authority, In so much that our Goods on ye boates 
are often coming down 6 or 8 Months, so that we Either loose ye Monsoon 
to send them on our ships Or they are damaged and Rotten before they 

— . — — ■ " 1 

172. Interesting Historical Events, Part I, p. 5. 

173. Interesting Historical Events, Part I, p. 37. He was the son of Prince Akbar. 

174. Interesting Historical Events, Part I, p. 66. 
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arrive.” 175 In 1717 the Company had to keep in constant pay 220 men be- 
sides officers to provide convoys for their goods because “ Jaffer Caun Sooba 
of Bengal encourages the inteirupting our Affaires and Stopping Our Goods 
by under Officers and Choukeydars. 175 Two brisk engagements had previously 
occiured in 1718, once at the “ Chowkey of Terragonny,” in which the con- 
voy burnt the chauki down, 177 and the other at “ Conna Chowkey ” where the 
convoy killed between twenty and thirty of the chauki people with the loss 
of one officer killed and one soldier wounded. 178 No one would guess from 
IlolwelPs remaiks that, as far as the English were concerned, these chauki* 
were not entitled to inteifere with the English for under the Emperor s farman 
and the perwannas of successive viceroys they were entitled to trade custom 
free in Bengal, Behai and Oiissa upon paying Its. 3,000 per annum at Hugli 
and the lent for their settlement at Calcutta. 

But there is woise to come. “The embassy conducted by John Surman 
to the couit of the empeior Farrukhsiyar was the most important step taken 
by the English in Bengal fiom the foundation of Calcutta by Charnock to the 
conquest ot Bengal by Clive.” 179 If Holwell shows, as he does, gross ignor- 
ance with regard to such an event as this, his character as a historian is gone. 
He writes “ When Mr. Butman (head of the embassy sent by the Company 
to the emperor Fairucseei, to solicit the last phirmaund, and explanation of 
former grants) was on his leturn to Fort William, he pitched his tents in the 
neighbourhood of Mooishadabad, and having acquired from the Emperor n 
title and rank in the list of Omrahs, something superior to that which Jaffier 
Khan (then Suba of Bengal) bore, Mr. Surman expected the first visit. 
Jaffier Khan allowed Mr. Sui man’s superior title, but considering himself in 
rank the third Suba of the empire, and Viceroy of Bengal confirmed from 
court, thought the dignity of his post demanded the first visit from Mr. 
Surman: frequent messages passed between them, touching this ceremonial, 
for the space of three days; but neither stooping, Mr. Surman struck his 
tents, and returned to Calcutta. Thus an injudicious punctilio in Mr. 
Surman destroyed all future cordiality with a man, on whom .(from the nature 
and power of his post) so much depended, for the due execution of those phir- 
maunds granted by Farrucseer.” 1 # 

The whole story is pure fiction. There is not the slightest reference to a 
single detail of it in Surman’s Diary and other papers, edited by the late Dr. 

175. Wihfon's Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol. II, Part II, p. 263. 

176. «Wilson’a Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol. II, Part I, p. 381. 

177. Wilson's Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol. II, Partjf, p. 97. 

178. Wilson's Early Annals of the English in BeegnJ, ,Vol. II, f£prt I, p. 141. 

179. Wilson's Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol II, Filial, Introduction, p. L 

180. Holwell, India Tracts, p. 421. 
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C. R. Wilson and published by the Government of Bengal in 1911. What 
makes the whole thing still more extraordinary is the fact that Surman did 
not pass by Murshidabad. When he arrived at the headwaters of the Bliagi- 
rathi which flows past Murshidabad he did not proceed down that river but 
made a detour and went down the Jalangi river, joining the Bhagirathi at 
Kistnagar and thus avoiding Mtushidabad altogether. There is no possi- 
bility of doubt about the matter. On November 3rd, 1717, Surman arrived 
at Rajmahal and left on the 5th. On the 6th he was opposite Aurungabad, 
on the 7th at Murclia, on the 8th at Jalangi, on the 9th at Mirgi and on the 
10th at Kistnagar.181 

But Holwell was not merely on inaccurate historian. He was quite cap- 
able of inventing the charge he brought against Jagal Seth Fateh Chand and 
in the absence of other evidence we have every right to assume that he did so. 
The chief of the factory at Dacca, the chief and second of the factory at 
Cassimbazar, accused Holwell of fabricating a speech and ascribing it to 
Alivardi Khan. All the evidence we possess is in their favour and HolwelTs 
defence is so lame that it practically convicts him. 182 In 1766 Clive and his 
Council considered it their duty to acquaint the Court of Directors that the 
“ horrible massacres with which Holwell had charged Nawab Mir Jafar were 
“ cAiel aspersions on the character of that Prince ” and had not the least 
foundation in truth. The persons who, according to Holwell, had been put 
to death by Mir Jafar “ are all now living, except two, who were put to death 
by Meeran, without the Nawab’s consent or knowledge.” 183 

These two facts have attracted the notice of other writers. But what 
seems almost incredible is the astounding fact that no one appears to have 
noticed that in the very sapre volume in which Holwell charges Jagat Seth 
Fateh Chand with fraud he himself stands convicted of precisely the same 
fraud. From his own writing this bad man stands revealed as one of the 
world’s great imposters. He asserts that the leisure hours of his thirty years* 
residence in India were spent in collecting materials relative to the history 
and religion of the inhabitants of the country. Many curious Hindu manus- 
cripts came into his possession and among them “ two very correct and valuable 
copies of the Gentoo Shastah.” 184 procured with great labour and at great 
expense he spent eighteen months in translating the Sastra. 188 In one year 
more he would have completed the work but the catastrophe of 1756 inter- 
vened and when Calcutta was captured he lost manuscript and translation. 

181. Wilton’s Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol. II, Part 2, pp. 2&7, 248. 

# 182. Hill’s Bengal in 1766-57, Vol. II, pp. 15, 16, 162, 163, Vol. Ill, pp. 356, 356; 357. 

183. Long's Saltations from Unpublished Records of Government, p. 428. 

184. Interesting Historical Evtats, Part I, p. 3. 

186. Ibid. 
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By an unforeseen and extraordinary event “that possibly I may hereafter relate” 
(he never does) he recovered some of his manusciipts. 1 ^ Hence he was able 
to give to the world an account of what he calls the “ Chartah Bhade of 
Bramah,” the oldest and purest of the sacred writings of the Hindus. In 
HolwelFs time only three oi foui families were capable of reading and ex- 
pounding it fiom the Sanskrit chaiacter . 107 He obtained his information 
concerning it not from 01 dinary learned Brahmins who, in spite of their 
knowledge of the truth, pandeied to the conupt beliefs of the mob, but from 
those “ whose punty of principle and manners, and zeal for the primitive 
doctrines of Bramah’s Shastali, sets them above disguising the truth .” 100 
Holwell gives an account of the doctunes contained in the “ chartah Bhade of 
Bramah ” 100 and a translation of the first book and a section of the second. 
This version of the most ancient sacred book of the Hindus will make Sanskrit 
scholars gasp and stare. But what condemns the whole thing as a colossal 
fraud is the fact that Holwell has retained some woids of the original in his 
translation which he explains in footnotes and from these words it appears 
that his manuscript of the “ chartah Bhade ” which only a few Brahmin 
families weie capable of reading and expounding from the Sanskiit eharactei, 
was written in a mixture of colloquial Bengali and Hindustani 100 — the latter 
predominating. The fouith “sublime book” of the “Chartah Bhafle” 
which “ must lie in oblivion, until some one, blessed with oppoitunity, leisure, 
application, and genius, brings them to light “ was, according to Holwell, 
called by Hindus “ Bramah Ka Insoif (insaf ) Bhade ! 01 “ Bramah’s Book of 
Justice .” 101 

An English reader may, perhaps, appreciate the point better by an illus- 
tration. Let him imagine what his feelings would be if a publisher placed 

106. Ibid, p 4. 

187. Interesting Historical Events, Part II, p # 16. 

188. Interesting Historical Events, Part II, p. 9 and p. 21. 

189. Interesting Historical Events, ParUlI, pp. 9 21. 

190. He starts his translation with the words “ God is one” which according to a foot- 
note are a translation of “ekhummesha ” (ck + hamesha?) pore Hindustani (Int. Hist. 
Events, Part II, p. 31). The other words of the Sanskrit! original given in the translation 
or in footnotes are : — debtah (angels) logue (a people, multitude or congregation) dehtah-logue 
(the angelic host) p. 35, haz&ar par hazaar, (thousands upon thousands), p. 42. Mahah Surge 
(supreme heaven) onderah (intense darkness), p. 44; dooneah or dunneah (the world), dunnea- 
houdah (the worlds or the universe), boboons (regions or planets), p. 48, gboij (the cow) 
ghoijal (cows), goijal barry (a cow-house), mhurd (the common nazfte of maty from murto, 
matter or earth), Jhoale (water, fluid), oustmaan (the air), p. 51. Jogues (ages), p. 56, pereet 
logue (purified people), p. 103, munnoo logue (people of contemplation from num or mon, 
thought, reflection), p. 104, modos (discord), kytoo (confusion, tumult), p. ^06, surjee (the sun), 
thunder (the moon), p. 110. 

191. Interesting Historical Events, Part II, p. 101. 
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before him a translation of what purported to be a hitherto unknown poem 
of Homer and he found that all the w ¥ ords of the original retained in the text 
or explained by the translator in footnotes were words of modern colloquial 
Greek mixed with a gi eater number of Turkish woids. Such was the bare- 
faced fraud perpetrated by Holwell. It was for this that Voltaire gave him 
grateful thanks. 192 This is the man that chaiged .lagat Seth Fateh (’hand 
with fabricating a faiman. 

Holwell is populaily known as the histoiian ot the Black Hole tragedy. 
Even here it is necessary constantly to beat in mind Hive's caution against 
him and his companions “ I would have you guuid against eveiything these 
gentlemen can *say,” he said, “ for, believe me, they aie bad subjects and 
rotten at heart.” 196 In the fiiat version that Holw ell gave of w hich there is any 
record he declared that the guaids of Siiaj-ud-daula hied into the prison 
during the whole night. 194 This statement was soon discaided and he de- 
clared that the guaids “ceased not insulting us the whole night.'’ 196 In his 
final elaboiate veision we are told that the piisoneis insulted the guaids “to 
provoke them to fiie in upon us.” 196 The details of what happened in that 
piison house in the coin sc of the night of the ^Oth dune, 1756, will probably 
never be known. But it is time* that TlohveH’s nan alive should be recog- 
nised*foi what it really is— an ingenious and impudent puff of John Zephaniah 
Holwell. 

In 1876 Sir William Hunter included in his “ Statistical Account of Ben- 
gal ” a shoit histoiy of the Seths of Muishidabad founded on material-, 
supplied by the head of the family. Among these materials w T as an ex- 
planation of Fateh Chand’s alliance with Alivardi lvhan. “ Murshid Kuli 
Khan had, in the course of business, deposited with Manik Chain! a sum of seven 
krors of rupees wdiich had nevei been repaid. When Naifaiaz Khan, on his ac- 
cession, pressed for payment, Fathi Chand bogged for a leasonable interval for 
its liquidation, and, in the meanwhile, leagued himself with Alivardi Khan, 
Ttho was already preparing for revolt in Behar.” 19 ? No historian mentions an 
incident of this kind and it seems incredible that Sarfaraz Khan should have 
allowed such a huge sum of money to remain unchallenged in Fateh Chand's 
possession all these years. It may be a variant of a story, though altered al- 


192. Quoted by Busteed in Echoes from Old Calcutta. 

193. Clive tp Pigot, Malcolm's Life of Clive, Vol. I, p. 159. 

194. Letter from Sykes 8th July, 1756. Hill’s Bengal in 1756*57, Vol. I, p. 69. 

195. Letter from Holwell to Council, Fort St. George, 3rd August, 1756. Hill's Bengal, 
Vol. \ p. 186. 

196. Holwell's Narrative. , 

197. Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol. in, p. 255. 
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most beyond recognition, which is given in the Biyazu-s-salatin. 1 ® 8 When 
Harfaraz Khan obtained information from his emissaries that his three minis- 
ters were plotting against him in alliance with Alivardi Khan he determined to 
dismiss them from their offices. They, however, reminded him of their years 
•f meritorious service, they declared that there were large outstandings of re- 
* venue to be collected, they hinted that they would incui heavy losses if they 
were dismissed at once and requested Saifaraz Khan to postpone their dismissal 
until they had submitted the annual balance sheet which was due in about three 
months’ time. Sarfaraz Khan allowed himself to be duped and the balance 
sheet, if presented at all, was piesented to Alivardi Khan. It is hard to believe 
that Sarfaraz Khan was as simple as this. 

If we discaid these stoiies, the offspring of gossip and lumour, a plain tale 
remains. During his father’s lifetime Saifaraz Khan had his own household, 
with his own officeis, civil and militaiy. 199 To some of these men Sarfaraz 
Khan had become greatly attached. When tlieii master became Nawab they 
had great expectations of powei and wealth but their hopes were disappointed 
when Sarfaraz Khan, in obedience to his fathei’s last wishes, confiimed Jlaji 
Ahmad, the Kai Kaian Alam (’hand and Jagat Seth Fateh Chand in office. This 
was not all. To the pangs of disappointed 'ambition was added the bitterness 
of baulked ievenge They had grievances of long standing against Iiaji Ahmad 
and when Shuja-ud-daula died it seemed to them thaf the time had come to pay 
off old scores. They clamoured against the appointment of the thiee ministers- 
and gave Sarfaraz Khan no peace until he had dismissed Iiaji Ahmad and his 
two friends from office. 

Sarfaraz Khan had made some powerful enemies. Haji Ahmad’s sons and 
relations were governors of districts and his brother Alivardi Khan was Gover- 
nor of Behar. Sarfaraz Khan’s friends saw the danger of leaving so much 
power in the hands of the family of the dismissed minister. They advised Sar- 
faraz Khan to seize and imprison Iiaji Ahmad’s sons. But Haji Ahmad had 
managed to convince the Nawab that he harboured no ill-will on account of his 
dismissal and was still attached to his interests. He declared that he was weary 
of the cares of office and had, indeed, reason to be thankful to the Nawab who 
had relieved him of the burden and given him the opportunity of spending his 
old age in religious retirement .200 Sarafaraz Khan was completely deceived 
and is said to have reduced his army at Haji Ahmad’s instigation. As a sign 
of his sincerity he disclosed to naji Ahmad the proposal that had been made 
to seize 4he latter’s sons. The only result was to hurry ol the preparations 


198. Riyazu*s*salatin, p. 310. 

199. Riyazu-»-salatin, p. 308. 

200. c Scott’s History of Dekkan, etc., Vol. II, p« 316. 
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which Haji Ahmad and Alivardi Khan were making to dethrone Sarfaraz Khan 
for Haji Ahmad apprehended that the Nawab might at any time be persuaded to 
follow the advice of those who were his real friends. A proposal of Sarfaiaz 
Khan's to marry his son to a i elation of Haji Ahmad was construed as an insult 
to the family on the ground that the lady was already betrothed to Mirza Mah- 
mud, better known afterwards as Siraj-ud-daula, and when Sarfaraz Khan inter- 
fered in the affairs of Beliar Alivardi Khan decided on action. 

Alivardi Khan acted vigorously and with the ability which characteiised 
all his measures. He wrote to court for a farman conferring on him the govern- 
ment of the three provinces with injunctions to lecover Bengal and Orissa fiom 
the hands of Sarfaraz Khan. He complained that Sarfaraz Khan had coined 
money in the name of Nadir Shah, the Peiaian king who had plundered Delhi 
a few months before, and had had the Tvhutbah recited after his name. What 
appealed with greater force to the corrupt nobles at Delhi was a promise of a 
kror of rupees besides the annual tribute and the wealth of Sarfaraz Khan, lie 
musteied his troops on the pietence that he intended to march against a re- 
fractory zemindar. When he leceived favourable news fiom Delhi lie placed 
guards on all the roads leading to Murshidabad so that no news of his move- 
ments might reach the capital and’after exacting an oath of fidelity from his 
officers Jie began his march. Previously he had written a letter to Jagal Seth 
Fateh Ohand — his friend as the Seir Mutaqherin calls him on two occasions - 
informing him of the date on which lie was setting out for Murshidabad. The 
letter was despatched by a trusty man who had ordeis to deliver it on a certain 
day which was pointed out to him. This was the day on which Alivardi Khan 
reckoned on capturing the town which guarded the entrance into Bengal. All 
fell out as he washed. The letter was presented on the day the fortress was cap- 
tured Jagat Seth read the letter and from its date was able to calculate that 
Alivardi Khan had entered Bengal and in four or five days would reach Murshi- 
dabad. “ With an air seemingly alarmed, he immediately mounted, and with 
much consternation in his features, he presented to Sarfaraz Ivhan the letter 
which he had just received from Alivardy Qhan, whom he suspected, said he 
to be now at Radjeemakal ; at the same time he produced another letter from 
Aaly-verdy Qhan to that Prince himself. The pui port was this; “ since, after 
the many affronts received by my brother Hadji-Ahmed, attempts have been 
made upon the honour and chastity of our family, your servant in order to save 
that family from farther disgrace, has been obliged to come so far, but with 
no other sentifhents than those of fidelity and submission. Your serv^pt hopes 
therefore that Hadji-Ahmed shall receive leave to come to me with his family 
and dependants.”^ 

, - -» -- - 

201. Seir Mataquerin, Vol. I, p. 368. 
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The blow fell upon Sarfaraz Khan without warning. He saw that he 
had been deceived and bitterly reproached all whom he suspected to be Alivar- 
di’s friends. But words were of small avail. It was a time for action. He 
summoned an assembly of all his ministers and officeis. The first question to 
be decided was whether Haji Ahmad should be dismissed to his brother or not. 
Ifaji Ahmad promised that if he were allowed to go to his biother he would pei- 
suade him to return to his government. Some belioved him, some did not. The 
question was settled by Ghaus Khan, one of the most devoted of Sarfaiaz Khan’s 
officers. Lie argued that it was useless to impiison an old man. That would 
not drive Alivardi Khan back to Behar. If LLaji Ahmad fulfilled his piomise 
all would be well, if not, it mattered little. If they were ready and willing to 
encounter Alivardi Khan in battle, they need not fear the addition of a single 
man who would neither add to, noi detract from, the strength of the enemy. 
So Haji Ahmad was allowed to go. He fulfilled his promise by persuading his 
brother to return some hundred yards in the direction of Behar and then left 
him to resume his march .202 

Meanwhile Sarfaiaz Khan and his council had decided to advance against 
the invader. In three ot four days’ time the army arrived at Khamrah where a 
bait was called to leceive the report of messengers who had been sent to ascer- 
tain Alivardi Khan’s real intentions. They reported that Alivardi Khan would 
submit if Sarfaiaz Khan dismissed fiom his council {he enemies of his family 
and that in token of his sincerity he had sent a Koran upon which he had sworn 
the most sacred oaths Ali\anli Khan’s enemies afterwaids declared that this 
Koran was only a brick enclosed in a casket. 

Sarfaraz Khan would not part with his friends. lie marched on and faced 
the army of Alivardi Khan at Gheriah on the banks of the Bhagiratbi. Messen- 
gers went to and fro between the two armies carrying, on behalf of Alivardi 
Khan, proposals similar to those made at Khamrah and with a similar result. 
The aid of treachery was invoked by both sides. The Seir Mutaqherin states 
that Jagat Seth sent letters to all^of Alivardi Khan’s officeis promising them 
bribes according to their rank, if they would seize Alivardi Khan and deliver 
him up to Sarfaraz Khan. On this the translator, who lived for some time ot 
Murshidabad, remarks that Alivardi Khan certainly attempted to corrupt the 
officers of Sarfaraz Klian through J agat Seth, that one of Sarfaraz Khan’s offi- 
cers, who was alive when he was engaged on his translation, assured him he him- 
self had received Rs. 4,000 to load the artillery only wit^r earth and rubbish and 
that thq universal report in Murshidabad was that some of toe 'guns were ser- 


202 Stir Mutaquerin, Vol. I, pp. 359, 360. 
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ved in that manner. 20 ^ It seems clear that the indiscriminate attempt of 
Jagat Seth to bribe Alivardi Khan’s officers was meant to fail and at the same 
time to furnish Alivardi Khan with a good excuse for bringing matters to a 
crisis. Mustapha Khan, an officer entirely devoted to Alivardi Khan, brought 
to him one of Jagat Seth’s letters and urged him to fight at once. Alivardi 
Khan was, or pretended to be, impressed with his danger and gave orders for 
battle on the following day. Befoie dawn his soldiers were moving. Ilis guns 
startled Sarfaraz Khan from his devotions who mounted his elephant, marched 
against the enemy at the head of his troops and fell in the battle 

One battle gave Bengal to Alivardi Khan though a short campaign was ne- 
cessary to reduce Orissa. A day or two after the battle of Gheriah Alivardi 
Khan marched to Murshidabad, proceeded to the hall of audience and seated 
himself on the masnad .204 The officers of government and of the army together 
with the principal citizens of Murshidabad hastened tc acknowledge his autho- 
rity though the laiter were filled with honor at the black ingratitude he had 
shown towards the son of his benefactor and looked upon him with detestation. 
Before many years had passed Alivanli Khan was able to lemove these feelings 
from the minds of his contemporaries but he has not been so successful with 
later generations. Modern historians, especially Indian historians, are dispos- 
ed to dilate on the disloyalty, treacheiy and ingratitude of these men and Jagat 
Seth Fateh Chand’s association with the conspiracy is held up to obloquy. But 
the condemnation has been too sweeping Circumstances have been ignored 
which deserve consideration if we are to mete out just blame to these men in 
general and Fateh Chnnd in particular, or if we are to understand why revolu- 
tions in Bengal in the 18th century weio so fiequent and so comparatively blood- 
less. 

10 . 

Sarafaroz Khan had no claim to he Nawab by hereditary right. Up to the 
death of Aurungzeb the emperor had sent viceroys to Bengal and removed them 
at his pleasure. When the viceroy died the emperor could, if he wished, seize 
all his wealth, and it was to provide for such an eventuality as this that Mur- 
shid Kuli Khan had bought a large estate near Murshidabad which he settled 
upon Sarfaraz Khan with all legal forms.205 Succeeding emperors had gene- 
rally left the governor in possession undisturbed especially if the tribute was 
received regularly, for they knew iliat any change would have to be effected by 

203. "the Nabob baa confined the Tope Conna Droga (top khana daro^ha, the officer 
in charge of the artillery) having discovered that he had wet all the powder and filled the 
tonnon with Bricks and Stones” Bengal Consultations, 21st April, 1740. • 

* 204. The large cushion, etc. used by native Princes in India in place of a throne (Hobson 
Jobson, p. 600). 

206. Stewart, History of Bengal. 
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force and all their resources were required nearer home. Loyalty, as we under- 
stand it, did not exist either towards the Emperor or the Nawab.206 The officials 
of the court and the officers of the army substituted for this an attachment to 
their pay and the Nawab relied on binding them to himself by the claims of 
gratitude for benefits received rather than by the dictates of any abstract feeling 
of loyalty. The spirit which animated these men differed completely from the 
loyalty of their contemporaries in Europe. In the same year in which Sarfaraz 
Khan was slain a European Empress, in the darkest horn of her fortune, ap- 
pealed thus to the loyalty of her Hungaiian subjects : — “ Deserted by all, we 
rely wholly and solely upon the loyalty of the Hungarians and the valour for 
which they are famed of old. We entreat the estates, in this extremity of peril, 
to care zealously for our person, our children, the crown, and the empire.” The 
Hungarians had small cause for being giateful to the House of Hapaburg but 
their reply was instantaneous and unanimous, “ Vitam nostram et sanguinem 
consecramus ” was shouted from many hundreds of throats and all Europe was 
impressed and thrilled. In the same year, too, there were many men of British 
blood, some at home, some in exile who, in spite of all the injuries their country- 
men had suffered at the hands of the last king of the House of Stewart and in 
spite of years of defeat and disappointment, still persisted in their loyalty to him 
whom they regarded as their rightful king. Their chivalrous devotion has been 
finely expressed by Macaulay in his “ Jacobite’s Epitaph ” : — 

For my tiue king I offered fiee from stain 
Courage and faith; vain faith, and courage vain 
For him I threw lands, honours, wealth, away, 

And one dear hope, that was more prized than they. 

For him I languished in a foreign clime, 

Grey-haired with sorrow in my manhood’s prime; 

Heard on Lavernia ScargilPs whispering trees, 

And pined by Arno for my lovelier Tees ; 

Beheld each night my home in fevered sleep, 

Each morning started from the dream to weep ; 

Till God, who saw me tried too sorely, gave 
The resting place I asked, an early grave. 

Compare the spirit which prompted the actions of these men with that 
which prompted the men of Bengal at their best. Seven years afterwards Aii- 
vardi Khan was menaced with ruin. He had to fight the Mahrattas t and at the 
same time arush a revolt of a large number of his Afghan troops They had 

206. •• Loyalty and patriotism, those virtuous incentives to great and^ noble actions, are 

here unknown and when they cease to fear they cease to ojbey Money is here (if I 

may so express myself) the essence of power for the soldiers know no other attachment than 
their pay aa£ the richest party soon becomes the strongest,” 8crafton's Reflections, p. 20. 
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slain his favourite son-in-law and his brother, Haji Ahmad, at Patna. His 
grand-children were prisoners and treated with contumely. He called a gene- 
ral assembly of his friends as well as of his military officers, high and low. In 
moving words he appealed to them for support in the crisis. His audience was* 
touched and one of his officers spoke for all the rest in these words “ There is 
no doubt that every one of us, your servants, have been benefited by their at- 
tachment to your highness : we have every one of us experienced your favours, 
and received a variety of obligations from you and your family; and now we 
have no other intention than that of 1 ©paying you by shedding our blood in your 
cause. March then and we follow/* Alivardi immediately pioduced a Koran 
and made them -all swear to be true to their words 2 °7 

Siraj-ud-daula invoked the same sentiment when he appealed for help to 
Mir Jafar just before the battle of Plassey, “ I now repent of what I have done 
and availing myself of those ties of consanguinity which subsist between us, as 
well as of those rights which my grandfather, Aaly-verdy-qhan, has doubtless 
acquired upon your gratitude, I look up to you, as to the only representative of 
that venerable peisonage : and hope therefore, that, forgetting my past tres- 
passes, you shall henceforwaid behave as becomes a Seyd , 208 a man united in 
blood to me, and a man of sentiments, who conserves a grateful remembrance of 
all tlJ§ benefits he has received from my family: I lecommend myself to you : 
take caie of the conservation of my honoui and life. "209 

In the minds of the court officials and military officers loyalty, then, was 
synonymous with gratitude. The zamindais, the landed gentry of the countiy, 
were men “ restless and refractory by natuie and by trade.” 210 The people re- 
garded revolutions with absolute indifference. They were according to the his- 
torian, “ tame cowardly wretches, at all times so crouching and so ready to sub- 
mit to any one that offers. ”211 They clung to the houses they had built and 
the fields they tilled. They would suffer much before they would abandon these 
and therefore, declared Warren Hastings, they were made to suffer much. 212 
Nor were there any ties of nationality by which the people of Bengal might have 
united in one common cause. Warren Hastings found that the Mabrattas were 
the only people of Ilindostan and the Deccan who possessod such a bond of 
unity 21 3 

207. Seir Mutaquerin, Vol. I, p. 660. 

208. Arabic Saiyad. The designation in India of those who claim to be descendant of 
Muhammad, (Hobson Jobson, p. 886). 

209. Seir itutaquerin, Vol. I, p. 767. 

21(1 Seir Mntaquerin. 

211. Seir Mutaquerin, Vol. II, p. 7. 

212. Minute by flhe Governor General, 12th November, 1776, quoted in Hunter’s Bengal 
M.S. Records, p. 57. 

213. Warren Hastings, Memoirs relative to the State of India, (1786), p. 89. 
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It is true that Fateh Chand and his fellow conspirators acted treacherously 
and treachery is hateful. But when we condemn them we must remember that 
we are judging them by the standards of other times and by a code of honoui 
which was not thens. “Of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble 
bush gather they grapes.” Treacheiy, if profitable, called forth admiration 
and received rewards. In 1743, Alivardi Khan, by an act of the most unsoiu- 
pulous treacheiy, massacred the general and chief officers of the Mahrattas who 
had been induced to come to his tent by the most solemn promises of safe con- 
duct confirmed by the most sacied oaths 13y this act he received “ such an ad- 
dition to his character, as raised him both in the minds of his tioops and of his 
subjects, who admned their being so suddenly delivered fiom these merciless 
ravagers : nor were the troops less pleased with their unexpected success. ’ 
This was not all. He sent an account of the exploit to the Emperor and request- 
ed him to bestow honours “ on eveiy one of those who had exerted themselves so 
strenuously in the engagement of the tent.” The Empeior did so. To Alivardi 
Khan in particular ho sent many gifts and bestowed on him the title of “ the 
Valiant of the Kingdom ”214 It was not for their contemporaries to throw 
stones at Jagat Seth and his fnends on the scoie of treacheiy nor did they at- 
tempt to do so. 

What filled their contemporaiies with horror was the base ingratitude 
shown by Alivardi Khan, llaji Ahmad and the Rai Raian Alam Chand. They 
owed everything to Shuja-ud-daula and they deposed and slew his son. But 
this was not the case with Fateh Chand. It was not Shuja-ud-daula who could 
say that he had made Fateh Chand neb, while it is probable that be 
owed to Fateh Chand his easy possession of the government of Bengal. It is 
true, however, that Murshid Kuli Khan had been the gieat patron of the family 
and his grandson had claims on Fateh Chand. On the other hand it is neces- 
sary to appreciate Fateh Chand’s position. By the unanimous opinion of his- 
torians Sarfaraz Khan was an incompetent ruler. It was probably due to this 
fact that Fateh Chand had not supported Murshid Kuli Khan when he wished 
his grandson to succeed him. The state of affairs was far more serious at the 
time of Shuj-ud-daula's death. Delhi had been captured by Nadir Shah and 
the Empire was tottering to its fall. The Mahrattas were approaching. Peri- 
lous times were at hand and Sarfaraz Khan had dismissed* and alienated his most 
capable ministers. Had Fateh Chand supported Sarf araa Khan he would have 
promoted his own ruin and the ruin of the country. 

All that can be said for Alivardi Khan has been said by the Author of the 
Seir Mutaqherin. “ Upon the whole, altho’ the slaying his Lord and benefac- 
tor was unquestionably one of the blackest actions that couldjbe leommitted»and 


214. 8eir Mufcaquerin, Vol. I, pp. 474, 475. 
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one of the most abominable events that could happen ; yet it cannot be denied 
that Serefraz Khan had no talents for government, and no capacity for busi- 
ness; and that, had his government lasted but some time more, such a tiain 
of evils, and such a series of endless confusions would have been the consequence 
of his incapacity, that disorders without number, and disturbances without 
end, would have arisen insensibly, and would have brought ruin and desolation 
on these countries and their inhabitants. The Marhattas had already cast their 
eyes upon these rich provinces: shoitly aftei they attacked and invaded them 
on all sides; and lucky did it prove for the inhabitants of these countries that 
those merciless free-booters had to deal with such a man as Aali-verdy-qhan, 
who by his talents for both war and government; and by Hie exertions of a 
keen sabre become indefatigable, as well as by the resources of his policy, found 
means to repress those lavagers, and at last to expel them entirely out of 

Bengal Such exertions weie not of a natuie to be expected from Sere- 

fraz Qhan and his ministers nor were they men to oppose such a torrent with 
any effect: whereas his rival, to such a modesty of behaviour, and to so much 
purity of morals, joined political and military talents, and all the renown and 
power which victory and success could confer: the whole foiming a character, 
which far from being equalled by any of his contemporaries or any of his 
successors, would hardly find a comparison in the records of past time.”2l5 

11 

On the 23rd April, 1740, not more than three weeks after Alivardi Khan 
had set out from Patna, it seemed to the English at Cassimbazai that Bengal 
had once more a settled government for Alivardi Khan was declared Nawab 
of the province and w r as “ veiy severe in his justice. ’’216 Tie had, however, 
yet to be confirmed in his appointment by the Ernperoi and though he asseited 
that he had been acting on orders received from the Vizier Nizamu-l-mulk 
people doubted the truth of this. 217 On the 29th May an expiess messenger, 
sent by the English vakil at Delhi, brought the news to Patna that Alivardi 
Khan was confirmed Nawab of Bengal and Behar, on the 10th June the English 
were informed that the farman had been received at Miirshidabad and by the 
19th October their vakil at Cassimbazar gave them a copy of it. Shortly 
afterwards the Emperor conferred a new title on the Nawab together with the 
Mahi, or order of the Fish. 218 

The Rai Rayan Alam Chand was dead and Ilaji Ahmad and Jagat Seth 
Fateh Chand were the two most influential persons at Murshidabad. The 


215. Seir Mutaqherin, Vol. I, p. 368. 

£16. Bengal Consultations, 28th April, 1740. 

217. Bengal Consultations, 9th May, 1740. 

218. Bengal Consultations, 16th June, 1740 ; 23rd October, 1740 ; 8th March, 1741-42. 
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latter continued to have important business transactions with the 
English and continued to be their friend at the Durbar. On the 7th July, 
1740, the Company boi rowed a second sum of Us. 121*000 from Jagat Seth but 
before the end of the month bullion arrived from England and 26 chests of 
fins were deliveied to the ^President partly to pay off their loan of April and 
paitly to make advances to then merchants. On the 11th December the Pre- 
sident and Council were informed by the Company’s servants at Cassimbazar 
that Jagat Seth would be willing to reduce the late of interest on loans from 
twelve to nine pei cent if he received a lequest from them to do so. The 
Council met on the same day and agreed “ That the President do write to 
Futtichund and remonstiate to him the heavy Interest of 12* per cent, paid 
on all sums borrowed for many years past and to request that he will let the 
Hon’ble Company have what money they may have occasion to borrow at in- 
teiest of him at their factoiy at Cassimbuzar at nine pei cent, pei annum 
on notes of hand fiom the Chief &ca Council theie payable on demand/’ On 
the 21st December the English at Cassimbazar borrowed Bs 60,000 at the new 
rate and would have taken a larger sum but, they wrote, “ the Mint having 
been shut up some time he could not let us have any more not having any 
new siccas and there would be a loss "on takirfg old ones.” Jagat Seth pmmis- 
ed, however, that when the mint wasSojren he would let them what they wished 
at the same rate and*.not only them Vi&also the Council at Calcutta and, they 
believed, the English factoues at other places. A month or two before this the 
English at Cassimba/ar had dissuaded the Company ftom making a new at- 
tempt to obtain the freedom of the mint at Muishidabad Although this 
privilege had been granted the English by the farman of the Emperor Far- 
mkhsiyar they pointed out that no Nawab had paid obedience to that article 
of the farman and an attempt to enforce it might cause their other privileges 
to be called in question <4 We also think/’ they added, u that while Futti- 
ehund lives he will always have it in his power to prevent the good effects of 
any solicitation thereon ’ 212 ' 

(To be continued) 

219 Bengal Opnealtatzons, 7th July, 1740; 26th July, 1740; 11th December, 1740; 26th 
December, 1740 ; 27th October, 1740 
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tfc (Berfg ffaforg of QBengaf— VII. 

IN these sketches of the Early History of Bengal, I have arrived at the point, 

* at which it becomes necessary to consider in detail the evidence with 
regard to the origin of the Sena dynasty, which succeeded that of the Pilas, 
and as, in dealing with this matter, I shall have to discuss, among others, 
the theory put forward by Rai Saheb Nagendranath Basu, in his Banger 
Jatiya Itihas, it will not be out of place here to draw attention again to the 
methods adopted, and the work accomplished, by that scholar, in elucidating 
some of the problems of Indian, and, more especially, of Bengal History. 

I have already in my fifth paper, referred to his use of the materials 
furnished by various genealogical treatises in his History of the Castes of 

Bengal. The portions of that work hitherto made available to the public are, 

the first and second volumes of “ Brahmana Kanda,” (The Brahman stock), 
the first volume of " Vaisya Kanda,” and “ Rajanya Kanda,” the first part of 
a treatise on the Kayastha caste. Of “ Brahmana Kanda” the first edition 
of the firs^ volume was published in the year 1305 of the Bengal Era, 
(1898-99 A. O.), and of the second in 1311 B. £.(1904-05 A. D.), and a 
second edition of both volumes appeared in 1318 B. E. (1911-12 A. D.) 

“ Vaisya Kanda" (ist vol.) was published m igi 1-12, and " Rajanya Kanda" 
in 1914. 

In his preface to his first edition of the first volume of “ Brahmana 
Kanda,” the Rai Saheb, after referring to what has often been remarked by 
European scholars, as to the poverty of Indian literature in historical work, 
expresses the surmise that, in ancient times, there was no lack of historical 
writing in India, but many books on the history of different dynasties have 
been lost through the destruction caused by war and invasion, and still more, 
through the ravages of the Indian climate. Writings connected with religion 
were preserved with difficulty, while those dealing with politics, a matter of 
less importance, perished. The subjection of the greater part of India to 
foreign role, a gain , accounted for a diminution of interest in political history, 
but social history, in the shape />{ .genealogies and family records, was always 
regarded as. OlgrsNMmportance. Such records were preserved in ancient 
times, for the benefit ef society, by Munis, Rishis, and Acaryas, and, at a 
later period, Hindd Kings appointed Kul&caryas to maintain the dignity and 
Oftfih Bw precedence of the principal castes, maintain records of family con- 
nection* jmd prevent the confusion, to which social dispute* might give rise. 

In Bengal, especially, while materials for political history are scanty, 
records are still to be found in abundance, and genealogfes. 
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(Kulagranthas) containing brief historical notices of the different Samijas, 
or caste groups, are kept by Kulftc&ryas, Samljd&rs, and pradhins, not only 
for the higher, but for the lower castes also. The author explains how, nine 
years before, while engaged in the compilation of his monumental work, 
Visvakosha t a Bengali encyclopedia, he began, with the help of others, the 
collection, from different parts of Bengal, of manuscript books on genealogy 
and family history, to form the basis of a complete account of the castes of 
Bengal. These books, naturally, contain many allusions to political events, 
and the project involves an extensive investigation of the general history 
of the country, in the course of which the author has evidently made a 
painstaking study of all the sources available to him. 

The Rai Saheb laments that with the spread of western civilisation, respect 
for the science of genealogy has diminished ; many KulfccSryas have aban- 
doned their calling, and made over precious genealogical records to ghataks, 
or matchmakers, of a low class, by whom they are liable to be falsified or 
destroyed. Owing to personal spite, or some corrupt motive, on the part of 
modern ghataks, pure castes have been degraded, by having serious 1 faults ' 
“ planted” (^tCTtffa) on them, while low castes have been raised in 
status. The expression Cfa requires a word of explanation. It is probable 
that, during the predominance of the Buddhist and Jaina religion, a caste 
system, such as we see at present in “ orthodox ” Hindu society, hardly 
existed in Bengal. Castes there were, but the elaborate subdivisions now 
found did not exist, and, even between members of different major castes, 
intermarriage frequently occurred. Towards the end of the nth centuiy 
A. D., Buddhism began to lose its popularity, and a movement, which 
started, in favour of Brahmanical Hinduism and social discrimination, 
facilitated the overthrow of the P&la dynasty, and the substitution of that 
of the Senas. King Ballsla Sena is celebrated as the founder of Kulinism 
in Bengal. He is credited with having set apart, and formed into a separate 
and superior subcaste (Kula) a certain number of gotras, (family groups) of 
Brahmans, selected as being distinguished by the following nine lakshanas, 
(qualities, or marks of excellence)— Scfira, habits of life, vinaya, (discipline), 
vidySl, (learning), pratistha, (eminence), tirthadarsana, (visits to holy places), 
nisti a, (steadfastness), avritti (observance of rules in regard to inter-marriage 
between families), tapas, austerities, and dana, (charity). 

Lower sub-castes of Brahmans were also formed, and given each Its 
place in an order of precedence. A similar arrangement of sub-castes of 
K&yasthas was made* 

After this reform had been carried out, in course of time, it was found 
that certain gotras and families had departed from the Standard* laid down 
or them, by lapses of conduct of different kinds, on the part of Someof Htfttr 



THE EARLl' HISTORY OF BENGAL— VII. 


3 


members! or intermarriage with lower sub-castes, and from time to time, 
rearrangements of the order of precedence were made by different Hindu 
kings, and, after the Mahommedan conquest, by eminent KulScaryas, or 
other persons, whose authority in such matters was accepted generally 
among the Hindu community, certain families being degraded to a lower, 
and others raised to a higher sub-caste. The causes of degradation were 
called dosas (faults). In accounts of a rearrangement ( Samikaran ) of Brahman 
sub-castes, said to have been the 57th, made by one Dattakhsn or DattakhSs 
at the end of the 14th century, twenty-five different dosas are mentioned as 
entailing degradation. Of these, some are offences against morality, one 
'in irregularity in worship, but most are breaches of caste rules relating to 
marriage, such as the admission into the family by marriage of girls belonging 
to lower castes, or afflicted with certain physical defects, such as blindness, 
dumbness, or leprosy. Such transgressions entailed degradation, it appears, 
for the whole of the offender’s family, and also for other families, if they kept 
up social relations, especially inter-marriage, with a family thus degraded 
It is easy to understand what jealousies and hi art-burnings must have 
been caused by these caste-reforms, whatever compensating benefits may 
be claimed.to have been obtained from them. 

In his hitroduction to the second volume of Brahmana KSlnda, the author 
admits that several of the genealogical books of the 17th and 18th centuries, 
from which he quotes, while they contain some historical information of value, 
are disfigured by partiality, and include genealogies of doubtful authenticity. 

In his Introduction to Rijanya Kanda, he writes that, formerly, learned 
and religious men, well acquainted with a history of the diffeient SamSjas, 
or caste subdivisions, were appointed to the office of KulacSrya, and such 
men enjoyed the confidence and 'respect of all. While the Kayasthas had 
such men for their Kulacfiryas, the preatige of the caste remained unimpaired 
But, in later times, ignorant genealogists, allured by the temptations of 
self-interest, devoted themselves to raking up scandals, (seaiching for dosas). 
Wherever such men encountered opposition to their interest, they forgot 
tkeir duty, and attempted to fasten a stigma on the class which incurred their 
enmity. It is men of this class, who have stabbed the Kayastha community 
1 with a poisoned spear, by attaching to it the imputation of Sudrahood, i c , 
who asserted that the Kayasthas are Sudras. Apart from intentional 
misstatements of fact in genealogical treatises, the Rai Saheb’s work gives 
many instances bf mistakes which they contain, due to carelessness, 
disregard for historical accuracy, confusion of names, copyists’ errors, etc. # It 
is clear that* while it wqild be a mistake to neglect entirely the historical 
avKenCti which such documents may contain, the utmost caution in dealing 
wi tit them hi tilled for* 
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I should not leave the introductory Part of Raj any a Kanda without 
reference to the very interesting account there given of the ancient custom 
of reciting the genealogies of families on certain ceremonial occasions) and 
especially at weddings, at which the bridegroom's descent was proclaimed 
by the family priest, and that of the bride by the head of the family. This 
was rendered necessary especially by the rule prohibiting marriage within 
the gotra. The present practice, on such occasions, is to announce the 
names of the parties' ascendants for three generations, as well as their 
respective gotras and pravaras. Certain ancient family histories in Bengali 
verse, which are preserved m branches of the Kayastha caste, are known by 
the name of dftka, from the practice of reading them aloud at weddings etc., 
and more modern books of the same class are called d&kuras, dhSkuras, and 
dh&kuris. This literature may be compared with that of the Rajput Bh&ts 
and Ch&rans. 

The outstanding events of the end of the eleventh and beginning of the 
twelfth century in Bengal were, (i) the downfall of “ * sty, and 

the rise of Senas, (2) the decline of Buddhism, and (3) me esiauusument of 
a new caste system, these three changes being closely connected. As has 
been shown in the preceding paper, the Kaivartta revolt, from the effects 
of which the power of the Pfllas, never really recovered, was probably 
connected with a reaction against Buddhism, which may have been accentuated 
by an attempt on their part to enforce on unwilling subjects a strict 
observance of Buddhist tenets in regard to the taking of life. The Kaivartta 
revolt was crushed by Rftmapftla, but only with the help of a number of allied 
feudatofy petty chiefs, several of whom — among them, probably, the Senas—, 
were themselves favourable to a movement of religious reform, which was 
then developing. That reform professed to represent a^radition older than 
Buddhism, from which Buddhist beliefs and practices had departed through 
error and corruption, and among its special features was a protest against 
the democratic and egalitarian tendencies of Buddhism, and a determination 
to uphold and multiply social and racial distinctions. The popular religion 
of the time was, probably, of the kind, which has come to be called Tantrik. 
With regard to Tantrik ideas and practices, very little reliable information has 
hitherto been available to European students, but light is now being thrown* 
on the subject, through the researches of Sir John Woodroffe and others. 
The name Tantra is properly applied to a great class of Indian literature, just 
as the name Purana is applied to another cbss. It ns derived from the 
Sanskrit root tan % meaning “stretch ” or “ spread,” and ropy have conveyed, 
the idea of spreading knowledge of doctrine. 

There were Tantras dealing with many subjects,— religion, philosophy, 
physical science, medicine, history, geography, etc., and their production 
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appears to have been most active in the loth ami nth centuries, and in 
Bengal. The Tantras dealing with religion inculcated different beliefs and 
practices— there were Buddhist (Bauddha), Saiva, Sakta, Vaishnava, etc., 
Tantras. On the religious side, Tantrism seems to have been, not so much 
a distinct religion, as a certain impress given to a number of different 
religions at a particular period. That impress, like the influence of Buddhism, 
appears to have been in the direction of popular rather than aristocratic or 
exclusive religion. Thus, the Gautamiya Tantra says that the tantras&stra, 
which is the Sastra for the Kaliyuga, or the age in which we live, just as the 
Vedas and the Purjnas were for former ages, is for men of all castes, and for 
all women. Tantrik .Buddhism was, no doubt, a compromise — a concession 
made by Buddhism to the popular belief in numerous manifestations of the 
divinity or Brahma, and to popular forms of worship 

For about a thousand years, the religious Tantras have formed the basis 
of much, if not most, of what, for want of a better name, may be called 
orthodox Hinduism, in Bengal, and, on that account, they have been the 
special object of attack for reformers of different kinds — whethei Vaidik 
Brahmans, who professed to base their doctrine and practice on the Ve 1 is, 
Vaishnava reformers in the 15th and 16th, or modern reformers of Hinduism 
in the 19th and 20th centuries. It is impossible for anyone, other than a 
Hindu, who has been brought directly into contact with Tantriks, to ju Ige 
how much truth there may be in the charges of immorality, degraded 
rites, etc., which have been brought against them Such charges are 
commonly made by one sect against another, nnd they may be supported 
from passages in religious Tantras, as easily as from passages of the Bib’e 
or other Christian religious books, separated from their context. Certain 
Tantras, which deal with magic, may represent a degradation of science, 
similar to that which produced the fraudulent astrology and alchemy of the 
dark ages in Europe. 

The religious and social reformation above referred to, appears to have 
been fuithered by the emigration of families of Brahmans from North-Western 
and Southern India to Bengal — in some cases, at the invitation of local chiefs. 
Be*sides the Senas, as mentioned in my fifth paper, members of the Varma 
and Sura dynasties are credited with having brought Brahmans from the 
north-west, by popular tradition enshrined in various rhyming genealogies 

As regards migration of Brahmans and Kayasthas to Bengal from the 
south, the traditions, are less , definite. In different parts of Bengal groups 
of Vaidik Brahmins are found, who are known by the name “ dakshinatya^ 
pointing to a southern origin. In a work entitled “ Dakshinatya Vaidika 
Kularahasya" by one Pfankrishna Vidyasagar, published in 1823, it is said 
that Ml the Dlkshinatya Vaidik Brahmans in Bengal belong to the class of 
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u Drftvida,” which is one of the ten classes of Brahmans mentioned in the 
PurSnas, and there is a tradition that at a time when the study of the Vqdas 
and performance of vedic ceremonies had come to be neglected in Bengal, 
the ancestors of these Brahmans were brought here from the Dr&vuja country. 

In the “ KSrika ” of the Kulacirya, PanchSnana, it is stated that the 
five Kayastlns imported by King Dharanisura or Adityasura, mentioned 
above came from the country of “ Kotancha,” and there are some grounds 
for holding that this may be, not another name for Kanyakubja, as has 
been commonly supposed, but the name of a country in southern India. 
Panch&nana says that, of the five Kayasthas, one, AnSdibar Singha, the 
ancestor of the Singliasof northern RSda, was descended from Srikarna, the 
ruler of the city named KarncUi, situdted on the bank of the Narmada River. 
Another, Sima Ghosha, was a follower of Srikarna, and descendant of a 
chief named Surya Ghosha who ruled at Suryanagar. Panchanana mentions 
also that some descendants of Surya Ghosha became rulers of Chandrah3Lsgiri 
in Malabar. In the Nagpore Museum there is a stone inscription of a king 
named Surya Ghosha, which shows that he reigned in what are now the 
Central Provinces in the 7 th Century A. D. It is possible that, after the 
descendants of Surya Ghosha had lost their kingdom to the Kesari dynastv, 
some of them may have migrated to Malabar. 

With regard to the Varma dynasty, it has Jbeen suggested by Rai Saheb 
Nagendianath Basu that the correct reading of the name of Harivarma’ b 
father, in the damaged copper-plate grant mentioned in my fifth paper, 
may be, not Jyotivarma, but Jatavarma, and that Harivarma and Syamala- 
varma may have been step-brothers. Syamalavarma’s mother, as the Beliva 
grant show's, was Virasri, daughter of the great Karma Kilacuri, and it 
appears from the same evidence that Syamala’s chief queen was M&lavyadevi 
Trailokyasundari, daughter of Jagadvijaya malla, who was the son of 
UdaySditya, King of Malava, mentioned in rny fifth paper. There is 
evidence in an inscription of Jagadvijaya’s elder brother, Lakshmadeva, found 
at Nagpur, that Malava wasf at one time conquered by Kama, and was 
recovered from him by Udayfiditya, and the Rai Saheb suggests, with some 
plausibility, that, when Harivarma ruled over Vanga, his younger step- 
brother, Syamala, may have been brought up at the court of his maternal 
grand-father, Kama, and this may have led to his marriage with the 
Malava Princess. It is likely enough that the hostilities between Uday&ditya 
and Kama may have terminated in an alliancq between them, cemented 
through his marriage of the former’s grand-daughter to the latter’s grand-son. 

, Subsequently, it would appear, there was fighting between Uday&ditya’s 
sons and Harivarma, which resulted in the latter being driven from 
Vanga, and replaced on the throne of that country by his step-brerther, 
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Syamala. Harivarma may then have retired to Sinhapura in Rada, and 
sought alliance with, or placed himself under the protection of Kings of 
Kalinga. SySmalavarma's father-in-law, Jagadvijayamalla, also known to 
history as Jagaddeva, Jagadeo Paramar, and Jagamala, was the third of 
Udayaditya’s sons. In the inscription of his elder brother, Lakshmadeva, 
who succeeded to the throne of Malava, found at Nagpur, it is stated that, 
when he needed elephants, lie invaded Han’s country, and afterwards 
captured the city of the Lord of Gauda, and put him to flight, while the 
rulers of Anga and Kalinga also submitted to him. The above theory may 
account for a curious genealogy of Syamalavarma in a “ Vaidika Kulapanji ” 
by one Isvara Vaidika, which gives the names of his mother and maternal 
grand-father, but not of his father or paternal grand-father. It is there stated 
that Mahaiaja Trivikrama had by his wife named M&lati a son ’named 
Karnascna, whose daughter, Vilola, had two sons named Malla and 
Sy&malavarma. 

This account, it may be observed, differs from those quoted from 
other genealogical works in my fifth paper. In those passages, the name 
Vijaya Sena appears to have been entered for Karna Sena, by a copyist’s 
mistake. It is clear that the genealogies of the Varma Kings given in these 
books can nbt be trusted, and there seems to be no reliable evidence of 
relationship between them and the Sura or the Sena <1) nasty. 

It should also be mentioned that it has been ascertain! d that, in a 
passage quoted from another “ Vaidika Kulapanji, ” in my fifth paper, 
Ka$ipuri was wiitten, for Kflsi, (Benaies) and Svarnarekha for Svarnarekha- 
puri by mistake, so that the Rai Sahib’s identification of Ka?ipuri falls 
to the ground. 

All the genealogical books of the western Vaidik Brahmans in Bengal 
allege that their ancestors came from the Samaj of Karnavati. This 
was a Samaj of Brahmans established by Kama near Benares, and called 
after him. A grant of Kama’s son, Jasakarnadeva, found at Jabbalpur, 
mentions, among Kama’s great works, the establishment of the Karnavati 
Samaj, and the erection at Benares of a great temple called Karnameru. 

I have referred, in my fifth paper, to the tradition current in Bengal, 
according to which a king named Adisura brought to Bengal from Kanauj 
five Vaidik Brahmans, who were the founders of existing Brahman gotras. 
This story is reproduced in numerous Kulagranthas, Kulapanjikas etc., 
in various forms, differing [rom one another widely in the most material 
points, such as the date of Adisura, the names of the five Brahmans, ajid 
other particulars. According to one form of the tradition, the five Brahmans 
were accompanied by <five Kayasthas, who were the ancestors of so many 
gotras of that caste. There is another tradition, according to which five 
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Vaidik Brahmans, and five Kfiyasthas of pure descent were imported into 
northern Rfttfa by a king named Dhara^isura, who took the name, of 
Adityasura. The only evidence, which can be called historical, of a line 
of chiefs with names ending in Sura having reigned in Bengal is to be 
found in the reference in the Tirumallai inscription (vide my third paper), 
to Ratiasura of southern Rada, the reference to a “ royal race of Sura” 
in a grant of the 31st year of Vijaya Sena mentioned in my fifth paper, 
and the mention of Lakshmisura in the Ramacarita, (vide my sixth paper). 
Ranasura, it should be said, is not mentioned in any of the genealogical 
books. 

As to the origin of the Adisura tradition, the most probable conjecture 
is, no doubt, that suggested by Rai Saheb Nagendranftth Basu, viz., that 
the name, meaning “ first, or chief Sura ” may have been given by the 
genealogists to one or more kings or chiefs, who, in furtherance of the 
reform movement above alluded to, may have introduced into Bengal from 
northern, or from southern India, Vaidik Brahmans, and Kayasthas, who 
were followers of the reformed Vaidik doctrines and practices. 

It is maintained, however, by the Rai Saheb, and other Bengali writers, 
that the first king, who brought five Brahmans from Kanauj to Gau^la, and 
thus acquired the title of Adisura, was none other than Jayanta, who is said 
to have reigned at Pundravardhana in the eighth century A.D. ( vide my first 
paper). On the basis of various Kulagranthas and Kulapanjikas a theory 
has been built up that Jayanta was succeeded by a son named Bhusura, 
who, on the accession of Gopila to the throne of Gauda, migrated to 
RSLda, and was the ancestor of a line of Sura chiefs, who reigned in succes- 
sion over different parts of Rada, down to the time when that country came 
under the dominion of the Senas. 

The whole of this theory is without historical foundation. In the first 
place, as shown in my first paper, there is some doubt whether J&yanta 
ever existed. The statement that Jayanta was succeeded by a son named 
Bhusura rests on a verse" in a single book of genealogy, said to 'be 200 
years old, which formed part of a collecti on left by a deceased ghatak 
named, Bangashibadan Bidyaratna, and a copy of which was taken by the Rhi 
Saheb “more than 15 years/ 1 before the publication of R&janya K&nda, or 
about the year 1898. It appears that the original is not now forthcoming, 
and in any case, the evidence afforded by such books is not trustworthy, as 
the Rai Saheb himself admits. The Brahman r and Kayastha authors of 
Kulagranthas, d&kas, dftkuras etc., had, in every case, the strongest personal 
motive for enhancing the antiquity and prestige of particular castes, 
sub-castes, and families, while they had little or no regard for historical 
accuracy. In Bengal, where everything is new, and subject to constant 
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change, exaggerated importance is attached to antiquity, and there is a 
tendency to ascribe an itn memorial origin to institutions, which are relative- 
ly modern. In pursuit of this tendency, genealogical writers appear to 
have gone to considerable lengths, and it is even suspected that, since the 
publication of the results of archaeological research, changes and interpola- 
tions have been made in Kula panjikas etc., or new books of this class have 
been rapidly composed, to fit in with authentic facts ascertained from inscrip- 
tions. A copper-plate grant of a chief named Lalitasura, apparently of the 
10th century A. D., has been found in the Himalayan state of Rulrmath, 
and a stone inscription of one Ranasuru in Nepal, but nothing can be 
inferred from them with regard to a Sura dynasty in Bengal. The n ime or 
title “ Sura” meaning “ hero" or “warrior,” was, no doubf, bjrne or 
assumed by chiefs of different dynasties, in different parts of Iadii, like 
the names or titles, “ Pala,” “ Sena,” and “ Varma.” 

Of greater interest are the indications in extant works of tlv* poet 
Bhavabhuti, who flourished at the court of Yasovarmi at Kinuuj in the 
eighth century A. D. — M&latiinadhava, Viracarita, and Uttarac.irit.i- of the 
decline of Buddhism, and the progress of the Vaidik cult. In Southern India, 
about the sivne time, the efforts of the reformers, Rumania and Sank ira, 
were tending’ in that direction. The speciality of the Viidik Brahmans was 
knowledge of the forms of sacrifice and other u*rcinoniei pre^cri'jed in tli * 
Vedas, and different divisions of the caste were known, by th • names of the 
Vedas, which they specially followed, as rigvedi, samivedi, and yajurvedi. 
The fact that Buddhist predominance lasted much longer, and th 1 Vaidik 
reform was later delayed in Bengal than in other parts of India, probably 
accounts for a tradition that Bengal' wa^> an ‘ impure ’ country where the 
‘ twice born 1 were forbidden to reside. The Vaidik Brahmans professed to 
be alone capable of performing sacrifices and uthvr ceremonies in accordance 
with the pure rites prescribed in the vedas, and various accounts of the in- 
troduction of Vaidik Brahmans to Bengal represent sone king or chief, who 
wished to have a particular ceremony performed, and could find no one 
qualified to celebrate it in his own territory, as hiving induced Brahmans to 
come for the purpose from Kanauj. Usually, the introduction of Vaidik 
Veligion under royal patronage was accompanied by an attempt to create a 
caste system, the sub-division of castes, establishment of an order of caste 
—precedence, and enforcement of prohibitions against inter-marriage. But 
more than once, it Appears, *in course of time, the descendants of Vaidik 
Brahmans thus imported, fell away from strict Vaidik principles and practice, 
and relapsed into Buddhism and Tantrism. 

As to the Suras of Bengal, all the reliabte information that we possess, 
so far, is, that, about the year loao A. D., at the time of Rajendra Cola's 
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invasion, there was a chief named Ranasura ruling in southern R&da ; 2 nd, 
that, later on, towards the end of the nth century, there was a chief named 
Lakshmisura, who ruled also, probably in Rida, and who joined the con- 
federacy, which helped Rflmaplla in recovering part of Northern Bengal 
But we are not sure that Ranasura and Lakshmisura belonged to the same 
family or dynasty. 

The principal record throwing light on the origin of the Sena dynasty 
is an inscription engraved on stone, found at Devaplda, near Godagiri, in 
Rajshfihi district, which records the erection of a temple of Pradyumnesvara 
Siva by Vijaya Sena Part of the village of Devapl^a is called locally 
“ Padumsahar ” This inscription was composed by a court poet named 
Umapati Dhar, and sets forth that Sa manta Sena w'as descended from the 
moon-race of Virasena, who reigned in the south, that he destroyed the 
malignant enemies of the Karnita power, and that, in old age, he retired to 
a forest hermitage “ perfumed w r ith the odour of sacrifice, where the fawns 
were suckled by the hermit women, and the parrots recited the Vtdas ’ 
Samanta Sena had a son, Hcmanta Sena, also a great warrior, whose son was 
Vijaya Sena In the M adhainagar topper-plate grant of Lakshmana Sena, 
grandson of Vijaya, S§manta Sena is described as the descendant of a 
Karnata Kshatriya line 

From the word Karnata occuring m these records Babu Ramaprasad 
Chanda, the author of “ Gaudarajamlla,” has inferred that the Senas may 
have come in the tiain of Vikramaditya VI, 01 Vikramlnka, of the Chalukya 
dynasty of Kalylni, who appears to ha\e invaded Bengal during the reign 
of Vigrahapala III, and may have settled in Rada as vassals of the Chfilukyas 
This theory has been referred to in the fifth of the present series of papers 
It has been pointed out, however, by Rai Saheb Nagendranlth Basu that 
there had often previously been relations between Bengal and different 
southern powers, which may have led to the migration of families from 
south India to Btngal, softie of whom may have settled as feudatories under 
one or other of the Bengal kings, and that such families, from their origin, 
would be called Karnita A stone inscription of the year 1689 A D., found 
at Khltmandu in Nepal, shows that the dynasty founded by King N&nya, 
which ruled in Mithila, and afterwards conquered Nepal, was known ate 
Karnataka The Rashtrakuta state in Magadha, mentioned in my fifth 
paper, of which Mahana, Ramapala’s uncle and principal ally, was chief) 
seems to be an instance in point, of a petty state ruled by a family, which 
had their origin m a far distant part of India, There is mention in the 
Dharmamangala, (vide my second paper), of one (<aosena , who ruled in what 
is now Midnapore district in the time of Devaplla, but there is no evidence 
of any connection between him and the family, to which the later rulers of 
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Bengal belonged. The name or title, Sena, was borne at different times 
by quite distinct families in various parts of India. 

It is probable that the Senas were originally petty chiefs in Rada 
Vijaya, the real founder of the dynasty’s greater fortunes, seems to have 
joined Ramapftla’s confederacy. In the list of confederate chiefs in the 
Rfimacarita, we find “ Vijaya, chief of Nidrabala This name may be 
connected with Nidrfili, which occurs in genealogies of the Varendra 
Brahmans, and which, tradition says, was the name of a village, since 
diluviated by the Padma, or main stream of the Ganges, which lay about 
nine miles west of the present town of RSlmpur-Boaliya. If those supposi- 
tions are correct, Vijaya’s state must have extended to the banks of the 
Padma even before the time of Ramapala. Hemantapur or Hematpur, a 
place near the right bank of the Bhflgirathi, or southern branch of the Ganges 
in the Rada portion of what is now Murshidabad district, may have been 
named after Hcmanta Sena, Vijaya’s father. The part which Vijaya Sena 
took in Ramapala s war against the Kaivarttas, probably enabled the 
former to assert independence, adding to his dominions southwestern 
Varcndri, as well as the greater part of Rada. In the Devapada inscription 
theie is evidence of his having come into collision with a number of neigh- 
bouring rulers, including the Lord of Gauda, who may have been Ramapala's 
successor, Kumarapala, Nanya, the founder of a Karnataka dynasty in Mithila, 
mentioned above, and rulers of Kamrup and Kalinga. A manuscript 
preserved in the library of the Deutsche Morgenlandische GcselLchaft at 
Berlin establishes that Nan} a was on the throne of Mithila in the )eai 
loc,'] A.D., which helps to give the date of Yijaja Sena. There is a curious 
passage of the Devapada inscription, where Nanya and other chiefs captured 
by Vijaya are represented as taunting one anothei in prison Of the 
prisoners’ names there given, three, Sura, Vira, and Varddhana, correspond to 
names of allies of Ramapala mentioned in the Ramacarita. Another passage 
refers to a fleet of ships having been despatched by Vijaya on a successful 
expedition westward, no doubt up the Ganges. It was perhaps over this 
ffcet that Vaidyadeva, Kumarapala’s minister, claimed, in the Kamauli grant, 
to have gained a victory. 

The account of Vijaya's conquests, given in the Devapada inscription, 
may be exaggerated, but it is borne out, to some extent, by the undoubted 
fact that Vijaya’s successor, Ballfila, ruled over, practically, the whole of 
Bengal A coppef-plate gr # ant of the 31st year of Vijaya’s reign is dated 
from the royal camp or tent of Vikramapura. This is the grant, referred to 
in my fiflfh paper, which describes Vijaya’s queen Vilasadevi mother of • 
Battila Sena, as being descended from the royal race of Sura. 

Baba Rftkbftl D&s Bannerji, in his history of Bengal, relates that the 
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grant in question was brought to him some years ago to be deciphered, and 
he took note of its contents, but, apparentlv, not a complete copy, and^no 
note of the place where it was found. The plate was taken away and not 
returned to him, as he had been led to expect, and it is said to be now in 
the possession of a gentleman named Schumacher. From its having been 
issued, like the Beliiva grant of Bhojavarma, at Vikrampur, we may infer 
that Vi jaya expelled, or brought under subjection, the Varma dynasty of 
that place. 

In Northern Bengal, Gopala III, who, as we have seen, succeeded, as a 
child, his father Kum&rap&la, and was put to death soon after his succession, 
was succeeded by Madanapala, third son of RSLmapSLla, whose mother’s 
name was Madanadevi. He may have been a contemporary of Vijaya Sena, 
and there is no clear evidence that, after him, any member of the Pala 
dynasty ruled in Bengal proper, but it is not certain whether the Palas 
were finally expelled from Bengal by Vijaya, or by his son and successor, 
Ballala Sena. The copper-plate grant of Madanapala, found at Mahabali 
in Dinajpur district, which has been mentioned previously, is dated from 
Ramavati, in the eighth year of the King’s reign, and purports to grant land 
in the Halavartta mandala of the Kotivaisha Visaya in Paundravarddhana 
Bhukti, to a brahman named Batesvarasvamisarma, as recompense for reci- 
ting the Mahahharata at the request of the chief queen, Chitramatikadevi. 
The document thus establishes that at the time, Madanapala was reigning 
over a part of northern Bengal. Two other inscriptions of Mandanapala, 
recording the erection of images, have been found — one in the town of Bihar, 
dated in the third, the other in the village of Jaynagar near Lakshmi Sarai 
station on the East Indian Railway, dated in the nineteenth year of the 
reign. From these inscriptions, it may be inferred that Madanapala ruled 
also over some part of Magadha. There are traces of chiefs with the 
surname or title of Pala having reigned in Magadha down to the time of 
the Mahommadan conquest, but there is no certainty that they were 
descendants of the great Pala dynasty of Gauda, 

Vijaya Sena was an ardent Vaidik reformer, and, in the 25th verse of the 
Devapida inscription, it is mentioned that he invited Brahmans from “ Meru,” 
probably referring to the famous temple, already mentioned, established • 
by Kama at Benares, which was called Karnameru. In some genealogies, 
he is referred to as an Adisura, and, in a work entitled “ Radiyavlren- 
dradoshakarika,” it is stated that, in his time, those Brahrftans, who, owing to 
Buddhist or Tantrik influence, had fallen away from the Vaidik rule, were 
converted, through the efforts of the Vaidik Brahmans, whom he introduced. 
Umapati, the author of the Devapada inscription, says that such were* the 
yreaiUi and influence attained by Srotriya, i,e. Vaidik, Brahmans at Vijaya'a 



THE EARLY HISTORY OE BENGAL— VIL 


*3 


court, that the citizens learned from the Srotriya ladies to esteem pearls as 
|t>tton seeds, emeralds as kitchen herbs, silver as the flowers of the bottle- 
gourd, jewels as pomegranate seeds, and gold as flowers of the Kushmanda. 

The village o( Vijaynagar, about seven miles from Devapada, in 
Rajshahi district, is supposed by some to mark the site of Vijaya Sena’s 
capital. On the other side of the Ganges, however, in the Rada country, 
not far from the place called Hematpur or Hemantapur, is another village, 
bearing the name of Vijaypur, the site of which, lying between the Ganges 
and the lake called RamanJdighi, seems to be indentifiable with that of the 
royal city of Vijaypur, described in flowery language in the Pavanaduta, 
(Wind-messenger), a poem imitating the Cloud-messenger of Kalidasa, the 
author of which, Dhoyi, flourished at the Court of Vijaya ’s grandson, 
LaKshmana Sena. Towards the end of his reign, after conquering Vanga, 
Vijaya may probably have made Vikramapura in that country his capital, 
as seems to be indicated by the copper-plate grant of the 31st year of his 
reign, to which reference has been made above. 

Vijaya Sena was succeeded by his son, the famous Ballala, and the 
latter by Lakshmana Sena, who is commonly regarded, though on very 
doubtful grounds, as the last Hindu Kjmg of Bengal. With regard to the 
date of accession and length of reign of Lakshmana Sena, there has been 
much discussion, and it will, perhaps, b ■» convenient to deil with that 
question now, as, on its solution depends in which of the two reigns, — that 
of Ballala, or that of Lakshmana, — certain important events should be placed, 
also whether one very important event should be in the time of Lakshmana 
Sena or after him. 

It is known that an era, called the Lakshmana Samvat, or era, indicated 
by the Bengali abbreviation was in use for a long time after the death 
of Lakshmana Sena, and many manuscripts have been found of works on 
different subjects written in Bengal and in Mithila, which are dated by that 
era. -The era is, I believe, still used by certain Mithila pandits. The date 
of the commencement of the era in question, fixed on the basis of astronomi- 
cal data, and now universally accepted, is the year 1041 Saka, or 1119 A. D. 
If this Lakshmana era be taken as having started, according to the 
usual custom, from Lakshmana’s accession, we get 1 1 19 A. D. as the 
date of the death of Ball&la Sena and the accession of Lakshmana Sena. 
On the other hand, in certain manuscripts of the D&nasigar, a work on 
law ascribed to «JBalUla Sena, there occurs a verse recording that the book 
was compiled by him in the year 1091 Saka, or 1169 A. D., and, Ih a 
manuscript of the AcJbhutasSgar, a book on astrology, there is a passage; 
which states that the work was begun by Ballala in the year 1090 Saka, 
(tt68 A* D m ) that he died, leaving it unfinished, and that it was completed 
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at the instance of Lakshmana Sena. Another verse of the Adbhutasftgar 
gives 1081 Saka, or 1159 A. D., as the first year of Ballala Sena's reig.i. 
Various theories have been put forward with the object of reconciling these 
apparent discrepancies We may, I think, dismiss the theory of the late Rai 
Manamohan Chakravarti Bahadur, that the Lakshmana era started with the 
accession of Samanta Sena, which is based chiefly on an identification of 
Raghava mentioned in the Devapada inscription, as one of Vijaya Sena's 
prisoners, with a chief of the same name, who reigned in Orissa about the 
middle of the 12th century A. D. The theory advanced by the late Mr. Virtcent 
Smith, that the era began with the accession of Vijaya Sena, seems to be 
equally untenable, and the statement of the Thibetan historian, T&ranftth, which 
would make the era date from the accession of Hemanta Sena, finds no corro- 
boration. Babu R&khfil Das Bannarji holds that the Lakshmana era dated, 
according to custom, from the accession of Lakshmana Sena, which took place 
in the year 1 119 A. D. He points out that the verses of the Danasagar and 
Abhutasagar, quoted as giving dates for Ballfila and Lakshmana, do not 
occur in all manuscripts of those books, and suggests that they may be 
interpolated. In a note published in the journal of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal for July 1913, Babu R. D. Bannarji drew attention to four inscriptions 
found in tin* Gaya District, which throw some light on the date of Lakshmana 
Sena. Of these, two, found at Bodh-Gaya, are dated in the 51st and 72nd 
years of the " by-gone reign ” (atita rStjya) of Lakshmana Sena, and record 
the erection of an image of Buddha, and certain donations by “ Asoka- 
calladeva,” and donations by one S&hanapala, son of Cfltabrahma, and 
treasurer to Prince Dasaratha, younger brother of King Asokacalladtva of 
the Khasa country in the Sapadalaksha (Siwalik) mountains, respectively. 
Another, found at Gaya is dated in the year 1813 of the Nirvana era, and 
records the erection of a Buddhist shrine (gandhakuti), under the supervision 
of Dharmmarakshita, the spiritual adviser of Purusottama Sinha, King of 
the Kama (Kumaon) country. It sets forth that Purusottama, seeing that 
the religion of the Buddha was inr a declining state, sought the help of the 
two neighbouring kings, Asokacalla, of the Sap&dalaksha mountains, and thp 
King of the Chindas, and restored it. The fourth inscription, also found at 
Bodh Gaya, has not been fully deciphered, and bears no date, but it contains 
the names of Asokacalladeva and Dharmmarakshita, as well as of two offices, 
the Sfidhanika, whose name was Brahmacata, and the Mahftmandalika, 
Sahajapala. It also mentions certain elders from .Ceylon (Sinhalah 
Stbavirah). 

It is likely that the name Brahmacata in the fourtji inscription cetera to 
the same person as Catabrahma in the second~~also that S&hanapala $nd 
Sfthajap&la refer to the same person, the difference of one letter in the 
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writing of the name in the two inscriptions being due to a mistake. The 
connection between the four inscriptions is clear. 

It is maintained by Babu R. D. Bannarji that Ballfila Sena’s reign came 
to an end in the year 1 1 19 A. D., when he was succeeded by Lakshmana 
Sena, and, further, that the expression “ atita raj) a” in the first two 
inscriptions above quoted indicates that Lakshmana’s reign had come to an 
end before they were made. It is thus inferred from the date of the first 
inscription, that Lakshmana had ceased to reign before the 51st year from 
his accession, that is to say, before the )ear 1170 A. D. 

This theory seems, at first sight, inconsistent with the statement in 
Minhajuddin’s Persian Chronicle, Tabakat-i-Nasiri, that, at the time of the 
capture of Nadiya by Mahammad-i-Baktiyar, “ Lakhmaniya,” ( i.e . 
Lakshmana , was King of Bengal, and in the 80th year of his age as well as 
of his reign, having come to the tin one in ihe year of his bulb. The most 
probable date of ihe taking of Nadiya by Mahaimnad-i-Bakhtiyar arrived at 
by the late Dr. Blochmann, on comparison of different Mussalman chronicles, 
is 1 198 A. D. 

In answer to this objection, it is suggested that, in this particular, the 
Tabakat-i-Nasiri is inaccurate, and that flic taking of Nadiya took place, not 
•in the 80th year, of Lakshmana’s age or reign, but in the 80th year, from his 
accession, or of his era, after his death, and in the time of his son, Kesava 
Sena. 

The theory put forward by Rat Saheb Nagendranath Basu and others 
is that the year 1 1 19 A. D , the stalling point of the Lakshmana era, by 
which many manuscripts are dated, was the year of Lakslimaua’s biith, not 
ihe year of his succession to the , throne, on the death of BalliUa Sena. A 
tradition is quoted, according to which, during Ballala’s absence on an 
expedition undertaken for the conquest of Mithila, a false report of his 
death reached Vikramapura, and, while it was current, his son Lakshmana 
was born f at the latter place. This story is found in a genealogical work 
entitled “ Laghubharata, published about 50 years ago. It is suggested 
• that, believing BallaJa to he dead, his ministers may have placed his new 
born son on the throne, and that, afterwards, to commemorate at once the birth 
of a son and heir, tfnd his conquest of Mithila, Ballfila may ha\e instituted 
a new era, to be called after Lakshmana, the name Lakshman&vati being 
given at the same time to a new city established on the frontier between 
Mithila and Gauda, wjiich came afterwards to be known as Gauda or Gour. 

This theory would be consistent with the genuineness of the passage! 
in certain copies of the Danas&gar and Adbhutasfigar, which record that 
the former work was compiled by Ballala in the year 1169 A. D., and the 
latter begun by him in z 168 A. D. 
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The argument for regarding those passages as interpolated does not 
seem strong. So probable motive for interpolating them has been assigned, 
and it has been pointed out, with some force, by Babu Ramapras&d Chanda 
that, in making copies of books about law and astrology, a few lines giving 
the dates of their composition might, not improbably, be omitted as un 
important. The theory above enunciated is also consistent with the statements 
in the Tabakat-i-Nasiri that, at the time of the capture of Nadiya, Laksh- 
mana Sena was on the throne, and that he was then 80 years of age. 

A collection of verses by different authors entitled Saduktikarn&mrita 
(good sayings, which are nectar to the ear) purports to have been compiled 
by Sridhar Das a mahamandalika under Lakshmana Sena, in the year 
1127 Saka, (1205 A. D.), and in the 37th year of that king's reign This 
gives 1168 A. D. as the year of Lakshmana’s accession, which is consistent 
with the statement found in a copy of Adbhutas&gar, that Ballala Sena 
began that work in the year 1090 Saka (1168 A. D ), and died leaving it 
unfinished. 

But here two difficulties arise A passage, found in certain copies of the 
Danasflgar, which the theory assumes to be genuine, says that the work was 
compiled by Ballala in the year 1091 Saka, (1 169 A. D ). This difficulty 
is met by the not vfery satisfactory surmise that ,the D&nasSgar also wa^ 
left unfinished by Ballala Sena,«and was completed by his Guru, Aniruddha 
Bhatta 

Again, as already mentioned, there is a passage in the Adbhutasfigai, 
which gives 1082 Saka, (u6o A D ), as the year in which Ballala's reign 
began, and from the Sitahati grant, quoted in my fifth paper, which purports 
to have been made in the 1 ith year of his reign, it might be inferred that 
he was still on the throne in 1 17 1 A. D In answer to this objection, it is 
suggested that the year 1082 Saka, to which the beginning of Ballftla's reign, 
(r&jyadi), is assigned m the Adbhutasigar, was not the year of his accession 
to the throne, but the year in which Gauda was added to his dominions. It 
is pointed out that the title, 11 Lord of Gauda/ 1 by which Ballala is distin- 
guished in the Adbhutasagar, is not given to Vijaya Senq. in the Devapada 
inscription, or to Ballala in the Sitah&ti grant, made in the nth year of his 
reign 

In the preface to the Adbhutasagar, Ballala is referred to as the “ king, 
whose arm was the post, to which the Gau^a— ruling elephant was tied.” 
Here some ruler of Gau<ja appears to be likened to a wild elephant, who was 
Captured and tamed by Ballala, and it is suggested that this ruler may have 
been Govinda Paia, who ruled in Gau^a. I have mentioned* above that 
traces have been found in Magadha of kings with the surname or title Pita, who 
reigned later than the time of Madanapftla. One of these was Govinda»Pata, 
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whose name is found in an inscription qn the GadSdhara temple at Gaya over 
a statue of a four-armed female, as well as in seven extant manuscripts. The 
in&cription purports to have been made in the year 1231, of the Vikrama era, 
and in the fourteenth year of the " by-gone reign,” (“ gatarfljye ”) of Govinda 
Pftla. The year 1231 of the Vikrama era corresponds to 1175 A. D., and 
it has been inferred that Govinda Pala’s reign came to an end in the yeai 
1161 A D. In one of the manuscripts Govinda Pala is styled Gaudesvara, 
(Lord of Gauda). It is suggested that, in the year 1161 A. D. corresponding 
to 1082 Saka, Ballala Sena vanquished Govinda Pala and annexed his 
kingdom, thereafter assuming himself the title of Gaudesvara. 

With regard to the two Gaya inscriptions referred to at the beginning 
of this paper, which are dated, respectively, in the 51st and 72nd years of 
the “by-gone reign ” of Lakshmana Sena the Rai Saheb holds their dates 
to be reckoned from the year 1200 A. D , in which Lakshmana ceased to rule 
over Gauda, on the capture of Lakshmanavati by Mahammad-i-Bakhtiyar. 
He points out that another Gaya inscription, evidently of about the same 
time, is dated in the year 1813 of the Nirvana era, which would represent 
1270 AD, if, following the Ceylon and Burma Buddhist tradition, we take 
the year of Nirvana as 543 B. C. 

It is thus contended that the Lakshmana Samvat generally known, and 
the era of the “atita rajya” of Lakshm ma are quite distinct, the former 
dating from the year of Lakshmana’s birth (1119 A D ), and the latter from 
the capture of Lakshmanavati by the Mussulman^ (1200 A D. It is 
pointed out, further, that three Buddhist manuscripts, found in Nep il, are 
dated, respectively, in the 37th year of Govinda Pala, in the 38th year of the 
“destroyed kingdom,” (“Vin3/ta rftjya,”) and in the 39th year of the 
“by-gone reign” (atiti rfijya) of the «ame king Counting f;om the year 
1 161 A. D., those dates would correspond with 1 198, 1199, and 1200 A D 
It is suggested that, after the fall of Govinda Pala, Buddhist writings m 
Gauda were dated according to the years of the atita or vinasta reign of that 
monarch, until the loss of Gaucja by Lakshmana Sena, in 1200 A D., after 
which such writings were dated according to the years of the atita rfijya of 
Lakshmana. 

A fuither special reason has been suggested for the dating of inscriptions 
at Gaya by Asokacalla, a chieftain from the distant Siwalik hills, and his 
nephew, Dasaratha, according to years of the “ atita rfijya ” of Lakshmana 
Sena. It is known from Lakshmana’s Madhainagar grant that his mother 
was a Cilukya princess named Ramadevi. There are instances in several 
ancient writings of various forms of or substitute* for the name Calukya, e.g. 
suluk and* call a, and it «is suggested that Caluky a descent may be indicated 
by the name Asokacalla. 
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Again, the Gaya inscription of Purusottama Sinha of Kumaon indicates 
some connection between him and the chiefs of the adjoining Siwalik 
country In the performance of the cerem ony known as Nilavati's vr a a, 
which forms part of the Tantrik “ Cadak puja,” (hookswinging rite), 
Nilavati is referred to as a princess of Nandapatama in the Suluk country. 
The Nandadevi peak and Nandakot in Kumaon are well known, and it is 
surmised that the Kumaon dynasty, to which Purusottama Sinha belonged, 
may have been also C&lukyas, that their capital was a town called 
NandapStana, that BallSla's queen, the mother of Lakshmana Sena, may have 
been a princess of that family, and that the Nilavati Vrata, may have originated 
in a performance of the Ca^ak puja by Balia la Sena along with her. It is 
suggested that the Khasa princes, w ? ho dated their inscriptions at Gaya 
a< cording to years of the by-gone reign of Lakshmana Sena may have been 
Cfdukyas related to him through his marriage, and thus di^po^ed to 
perpetuate his memory, after he had ceased to rule in Gauda This theory 
seems to find confirmation in the discovery in a temple at Almora of a 
copper-plate grant by which Madhava Sena, son of Lakshmana gave land 
to a “Bangaja” Brahman named Rudra Sarma, in the year 1145 Saka (122^ 
A D ). Madhava, who seems to have reigned for a time in eastern Bengal, 
in succession to his further, and to have been ousted by his brother, or 
stepbrother, Kesava Sena, may have then found nefuge in Kumaon, in a 
territory of his grand mother’s relatives. It cannot be said that either of the 
theories with regard to the dates of Ballfila Sena and Lakshmana Sena, 
which have now been discussed, I fear, at somewhat wearisome length, has 
been satisfactorily established. That of Babu Rakhal Das Bannarji involves 
the rejection, on what seems to me an insufficient ground, of evidence 
contained in apparently authentic copies of the Danasagar and Adbhutasagar 
I he rival theory of Rai Salieb Nagendranath Basu, on the other hand, 
involves certain assumptions, which are not, so far, supported by reliable 
evidence. On the whole, the latter is, perhaps, the more probable theory 
0* the two. 
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No mi 

Penton Lodge, 

Mond . i$th July 1805. 

My dear and hond. Sir', 

I have received your favor of the 15th, and am happy in the prospect 
which it affords me of being useful to yourself and my good Friend Mrs. 
Hastings. Henry Vansittait came to us on Friday and intends returning 
to London on Wednesday next. I had befoie some thoughts of accompany- 
ing him thither and your letter determines me to do so. I shall consult 
Forster upon the subject of it, and impart to you without d( lay his opinion 
as to the best mode of effecting your important purpose. My stay in 
London, 1 hgpe will not exceed four clear days, so that if you have any 
fuither instructions for me, I beg you will favor me with them by the return 
nf the post, directed for me at Fenton’s Hotel, St. James’s Street. If Johnson 
shall have transferred the stock into the joint names of Mrs Hastings's 
Trustees, I can for my own pail go to the bank and accept it. As th<- 
Power of Attorney will not according to my conception be necessary for 
this purpose, and as I do not at present see any other to which it is applicable 
'1 think you had better defer the ev jcution of it till you hear further from me 
When I wrote to Mr. Warre fof information on the subject of his claim 
1 of course did not omit to ask him for a copy at least of the letter to 
which its origin is attributed. 1 have not yet heard either from him or his 
agent Mr. Tyndale, though I made the latter the channel of my application 
We are all well and unite in every good wish for the welfare of our friends 
at Daylsford. 

Believe me Dear and hond 
Sir, 

m ost truly your's 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

[Addressed # to ] 

Warrbn Hastings, Esq., 

Dajdsford House, 

Chipping Norton* 
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No. t\i, 

Penton Lodge, 

Mond. \$th August 1805.^ 

My dear and bond. Sir, 

I have been at home these ten days, but upon my first return I was 
engaged with Company and I have since (as you will say very naturally) 
had a billious attack. I have consequently suffered so depressing a latitude 
as to be hardly equal to those trivial but importunate and irresistable calls, 
those (i low thoughted cares " which beset every man who has a large family 
and who interests himself in the welfare of it. I have of course felt myself 
still less disposed to anything like business I trust, hpwever, that if either 
your concern* or those of my dear Mrs Hastings could have suffered by my 
silence, I should have written to you sooner. Whilst in London I consulted 
Mr. Forster as to the assignment of Mrs. Hastings's property to her trustees 
for her separate use. This he says may be easily done by a very short deed 
which he will prepare as soon as he is furnished with a specification of the 
property. According to Johnson’s report it consists wholly of the following 
articles 

l v d 

New 5 P. cents of 1797 . 3,596 U/ 8 

Red — Ann: ... ... 3,760 o 0 

Cons. 3 P. cent. ... ... 8,100 7 3 

and about £6,000 due to Mrs. Hastings from Sir John Doyley, and secured 
to her by certain deeds now in the hands of the solicitor of the Midx Bank, 
in which deeds Mr. Imhoff is made the trustee for Mrs. Hastings. 

Mr. Johnson shewed me the certificate of his brokers, testifying that ^ 
the stocks which I have above specified were transferred into the names 
of Imhoff, Powmey and myself. He tendered to me a Power of Attorney 
authorizing him and his partners to receive the dividends upon this stock 
wdrich I signed as did also George Powney. I presume it has been sent to 
Daylsford for the signature of Imhoff. 

When you have formed a correct list of Mrs. Hastings's separate 
property you may either send it to me, or to Jno. Forster, Es<Jr , No. 6, Lincoftis 
Inn. I think you will do well to desire him to examine the state of Mrs. 
Hastings's claim on Sir John Doyley, to see that it is clearly defined and* 
properly secured, that the deeds have been all duly prepared,, and that they 
are deposited in such hands as will in every possible event give her the full 
benefit of them. 

I have not yet heard either from Mr. Warre, or his Agent. Whether this 
omission be intended or not as a desertion of his \jlaim, it must'necessarily 
operate against it's establishment, 
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Tom Powney, and three young Powney* s are with us. I am happy to 
say that all the rest of our large family is well, and that I am becoming so, 
tepidly. In summer I am never so well as in winter, because I ride less 
I hope your grey mare is gone to Highland Fling. Present our affectionate 
regards to Mrs. Hastings and the Imhoffs and believe me Dear Sir, 

most truly yours 
Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

[Addressed to : — ] 

Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Daylsford House. 


No. 113. 

Hastings, 

Tuesd. 2 $tk Feby. 1806. 

My dear and bond. Sir, 

You are the only patron I have ever possessed or sought. Exclusivel) 
of all other great men you have received my homage, and exclusively too 
you have been troubled with my importunity. I wish for the honor of my 
country you had more to give, and for my own sake I wish I had less to ask 
You returned from India a Governor without wealth, and I came back a poor 
secretary— I am proud that in this instance at least the servant was worthy 
of his master. 

You know my dear Sir that, exclusively of the eight young children 
with which Mrs, Thompson has already blessed me, I had before my marriage 
a son and a daughter. The daughter, I thank God, is well married at Bombay. 
My son a youth of about nineteen is in the stamp office where he earns 
only £70 a year, where the business is far beneath his talents and education, 
and where no merit is likely to secure him in any period of his life even a 
moderate competency. He would I sincerely believe become a good Lawyer, 
but I will honestly confess that I cannot in tender consideration of Mrs. 
Thompson and her children encounter the expence which would probably 
be necessary to render him such in any branch of the profession. I have 
myself little knowledge of mercantile concerns, and all my notions concerning 
them are therefore perhaps erroneous ; but it appears to me that a youth 
might in a merchant’s counting house procure a salary equal or nearly equal 
to his present support with the reasonable expectation of advancing himself 
by diligence, talents and fidelity to a comfortable situation in that middling 
station ofjife beyond which I do not look for any of my children, sincerely, 
believing that it is at once the most favourable* both to virtue and happiness. 
Even in these views I am not sure you can as$!s^ me ; but I am perfectly 
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convinced you will if you can. The means you are to take for that purpose 
must be entirely of your own choice. Your goodness has already made you 
acquainted with my son, and I know you think well of him. I shall therefore 
only add that he left Rugby School about two years ago with an excellent 
character from Dr. Ingles the Head Master both as to his morals and 
acquirements, and that he has ever since devoted his leisure hours to the 
study of the French language under a scholar and a gentleman. I lately 
asked Mr. Constable the head of the office which he attends how the boy 
went on. Mr. Constable answered n most admirably; but he is a great 
deal too good for this office. He would do for any corresponding one" 
and I can most conscientiously aver that all I have ever heard or seen of 
him justifies me in the belief that he is a sensible, well behaved, virtuous 
youth. 

I beg you will shew this letter to my dear friend Mrs. Hastings ; for l 
know she will confirm in you whatever inclination you may feel to comply 
with my request. 

I am come to this place upon a project which if it succeed will not only 
serve myself and the other parties concerned, but the public. I fear, howevei, 
that as I certainly want the sangtiine enthusiasm of a projector, I may be 
destitute of all his other properties. 

I hope to see you in London on Friday next and to return to my family 
in Hampshire early in the ensuing week. Present my best regards to Mrs 
s and believe me Dear Sir most affectionately and faithfully your’s. 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 


[Adressed to . — ] 
Warren Hasiings, Lsg, 
No 1 12 Park Street, 
Grosvenor Squat e 
LONDON 


No. 1 14. 

Penton Lodge, 
Thursd ., 12 th June 1806. 

My dear and bond. Sir, 

I had much rather pass for a block-head than for an ungrateful fellow 
and.instead therefore of delaying my thanks for your kind letter till I have 
corrected Lady Doyley's Epitaph, I will honestly confess that it is a task 
to which 1 am utterly unequal. * l am indeed unpractised in every species 
of literary composition and with that of Epitaphs in particular am so little 
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acquainted that far from being able to write one I have hardly ever read 

any. Of the few I have read, I have always liked the shortest the best 

I know not what laws the critics have established for sepulchral inscriptions, 
but in my opinion they ought above all things to be concise and perspicuous. 
Miniature painting seems to be but ill adapted to cathedrals and tomb- 
stones. On these the character ought I think to be delineated by a few 
strong masterly impressive strokes visible to every eye and not liable to 
be doubted or misunderstood by any. Halhcd’s most excellent Epitaph 
upon a Prostitute is not opposed to this opinion, for though it occupies many 
lines, there is nothing redundant in it. It is the closest composition ever 
penned. Not a single stroke could be omitted without injury to the likeness. 
Every word of it is so strong and pointed that it seems fitted like the 
graver or chissel to work it’s way into monumental brass and marble. 
In Bromley Church Yard there is a long tedious essay by the uxorious 
Scott Waring upon his departed wife. Fortunately for them both few 

passengers have time or patience to read, much less to study and understand 

it. I do not, however, mean to impeach the sincerity of the Major. The 
recent death of his wife had conferred a blessing on him which might 
naturally excite his gratitude, and call forth the effusions of fancied 
fondness. 

Such being my sentiments you will readily believe that I concur with 
)ou in thinking your Epitaph on Lady Doyley not only too long, but in 
some parts too obscure. In many respects it is a well managed delicate 
likeness of her, pourtraying her only by a laboured display of every thing 
like a beauty about her, and carefully suppressing, as I admit is very 
justifiable, all her defects. But it^ requires to be looked at with a magnifying 
glass, and even with this aid the generality of obseivers will not discern 
much excellence in the subject nor half the skill of the artist. From the 
passage with refers to their domestic calamities a stranger would not 
collect that Sir John had failed in a Brewery; and that which alludes to 
the Agony she suffered in leaving her family, though containing a very 
dine train of thought, is not expressed with sufficient perspicuity. The 
passage for which alone you manifest any partiality is indeed so very finely 
touched that I should think myself guilty of offence^botli against the living 
and the dead were I to expunge or alter it. Should I therefore ever be 
presumptuous enough to attempt the task you have assigned me, I shall 
enter on it with all due veneration for this passage and with the full exercise 
of that entire liberty which you have given me towards every other. I ha\^ 
often read Gil Blass ; and when you consider the frankness with which I 
have always declared my sentiments to you whenever you have consulted 
them/ you will see that I think you a much wiser and greater man than 
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any one recorded in those volumes, or than is often found in the vast volume 
of human life. 

Except Mrs. Thompson and Henry Vansittart, Mrs. Hastings and ypur- 
self are the only peisons to whom I have ever mentioned my engagement 
for the discovery of coals in Sussex I hav e now the happiness to apprize 
you of our probable success. I do not even yet trust myself to speak of 
it as certain though my friend James the v ery able projector and conductor 
of the enterprize has triumphantly reported that we have met with a four 
foot vein of prime coal at 55 yards from the surface. But his letter to me 
written in great haste and amidst an infinite variety of concerns exhibits 
his own character and that of the undertaking in such forcible colours that 
I will add a c opy of it 

“ Bexhill , 25/// May, 1806. 

“ My dear Sir, 

“ Thank God our success here is no longer a problem. We have met 
“ with a 4 foot vein of prime coal at 55 yards on the beach. Our sinking 
“on the down is most kind and I hope we shall get to coal the re with- 
“ out an engine. I shall return to town on Thursday and go into Wales and 
“Staffordshire immediately so as to return here as soon as may be. 

“ I congratulate you most sincerely my dear Sir on this event. In a* 
“ national point of view it's importance is incalculable. No victory obtained 
“for this last century is of such moment to this nation as this victory over 
“the obstacles of nature ; it will give employment and bread to thousands 
“in manufactories and navigation, and I trust this discovery will give a 
“stimulus to the Sussex gentlemen to attend to the tiue interests of their 
“country and not to allow themselves any longer to be the dupes and 
“the victims of ignorant interested agents You may suppose by the reports 
“ of these wretches, 1 have been made of every colour which infamy can 
“dye a character with. I know I have thousands of enemies most of whom 
“ never saw me ; but thank Qod, I have some few' fast friends and therefore 
“ my lot is made tolerable. 

Ypurs, etc., 

(Signed) William James. 

There an* few parts of the kingdom where the discovery of Coal woulA 
be to the nation more important in its con sequences than on the coast of 
Sussex. Amongst these probably will be the formation of an Harbour 
either at Hastings or in some other part of ttie beautiful bay of Pevensey. 
What it's future effects may be on the condition of myself and family I do 
not pretend to conjecture, it's instant operation will certainly not contribute to 
my affluence. We cannot expect to be blessed in all things—*! am fich in 
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the health and in the good works too of my wife, for in addition to the 
eight fine children which she has already given me, to you I may venture 
to say she promises me another. She unites with me in affectionate 
remembrance of our dear Mrs. Hastings and in all those sentiments of 
gratitude and esteem with which I subscribe myself my dear Sir most 
truly your’s 

Geo. Nksbiti Thompson. 

All the former part of my letter Mrs. Thompson has read. 1 am 
sorry there is any subject upon which I may not freely communicate with 
her, but it is amongst the misfortunes of my poor boy that she cannot bear 
the mention of him. Thus proscribed, he stands more in need of coun- 
tenance, and valuable therefore to himself and me is that which he has 
so liberally received both from yourself and my generous friend Mrs. 
Hastings. No, my dear Sir, you must not call yourself an unprofitable fiiend 
though you have not done all you wished, you have manifested your regard 
for me, and by your goodness to him have filled my heart with those 
delightful emotions which grow out of filial affection and approved friend- 
ship. Sir Francis has not disappoints 1 me, I w ill confess however tSit I 
now begin to feel some impatience for the settlement of my son. It is time 
that he were at least placed in a path which might by persev* ianee lead him 
to a decent subsistence. His present office leads to nothing. Besides to 
confess the truth it would be very convenient for me that li • should be iblc 
to maintain himself. He is prudent and frugal, but he still necessarily 
requires assistance from me, and heavily burthened as I am, it is with 
difficulty I can afford him any. 

[Addressed to : — ] 

Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Daylsford House, 

Chipping Norton. 


No. 1 15. 


Penton Lodge, 


Frid. \$th June 1806. 

My dear and bond. Sir, 

My letter of yesterday told you that I could not correct your Epitaph. 
My letter of today will prove it. I have, however, done my best, thinking 
it less shameful in me to* fail in the execution of any task which you assign 
me,*than to leave it unattempted. The liberties which I have taken with 
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your composition will I hope induce you to treat mine not with your usual 
delicacy, but without mercy. 

Your contains . ... ... 291 Words. 

Mine . . .. . . 266 „ 

Permit me again to offer to Mrs. Hastings our kind regards and to assure 
you of the esteem and gratitude with which I am dear Sir, 

most truly yours 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 


[Addressed to — ] 

Warren Hasiings Esq., 
Daylsford House, 
Chipping Norton 


No. 1 16. 

Penton Lodge, 

Wed 2 2nd October 1806 

My dear and honoured Sir, 

Nothing can e\c< ed the pleasure with which I have received your kind 
letter, but my thankfulness for it. Mrs Hastings 1 well know never forgets 
her friends The zeal with which she watches .over their Interests nevci 
sleeps or slumbe rs, and lia^ in my sincere opinion always constituted out 
of her characteristic excellencies. You ought I think to be even more 
thankful than my sf If fui those salutary admonitions by which like your bettci 
conscience she compelled you to write to me. To me indeed she gave the 
great pleasure of receiving an act of kindness, but to you she has secured . 

the still higher gratification of performing it I thank her with all ni) 

heart , and I hope you will have the giace to do the like. 

Where the treasure is there will be the heart also Mine followed you 
in your late excursion I km w of your departure, and David Anderson 
informed me of your leturn. f love to cement the union of the good, and 
I therefore give you these w'ords from his letter. Speaking of Mrs. Hastings 
and yourself he says “ I shall ever recollect the month that they passed with 
us as one of the most pleasant periods of my life.” I should have liked to 
witness your mutual happiness and to have profitted by the unreserved 
exchange of your sentiments on the interesting state of public affairs. 1 
hope you both felt as you ought the death of that truly great man Lord 
Thurlow. Indeed my dear Sir he was the best of* all your Iriends : in saving 

your character he saved that of his country. It was his integrity which 

averted from you a sentence of condemnation and ffom her in tier highest 
tribunal the monstrous guilt, and indelible disgrace of passing it, I iever 
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was in his company but once, and still regret that I had not the happiness 
of knowing him intimately — his very countenance commanded homage — it 
had the expression of the lion and the eagle, and when he smiled he put 
me in mind of Virgil’s description of Jupiter in the following lines — olli subri- 
tfens hominum sator atque Deorum, Vultu , quo coeltim tempestatesque 
serenat , oscula libarit natale. 

It was in the company of his two daughters before their marriage that 
I saw him, and I was much struck and delighted with the high degree of 
parental fondness which he manifested for them. I never saw the man 
whose appearance inspired me with more veneration— If I could have said 
to any man on earth what Caliban says to Stephano it would have been to 
him — " I will kiss thy foot : I pr’ythee be my god.” 

What have you done about Lady D’Oyley’s Epitaph ? I am convinced 
I enciea^ed rather than lessened the difficulty you felt in adorning her. 

In the Morning Chronicle of the 10th instant there appeared the follow- 
ing lines. 

In nimnoriam Caroli Jacobi Fox, F.rdere dum solido meditaris jungere 
Pardis Lillia, et innumcras Pace piare n<v< oppetis heu 1 cueptcc prepostera 
\ictirna pads, mois quo parat coed cm te pioriente no vain 1 Sic tua non feedant 
conspewje sanguine lauri Funera sed tumulo frondet oliva tuo 

A. D. M , F. S. A. 

To the Morning Chtonidc of 15th Odor., I ^ent the following imitation 
of them 

Whilst Fox with heav’nly mercy tiied, 

To bless mankind with peace, he died, 

Death fear’d his Foe, and at him hurl’d 
The dart which never spares the world. 

No blood stain’d Laurels shade his Tomb, 

But there shall peaceful Olives bloom. 

I little expected ever to become the panegyrist ol Fox — noi was I such 
till after his death! Pitt I have not even yet forgiven, but all Fox’s senti- 
ments with respect to the war against the French Revolution were my own, 
and by his death I fear wo have lost all reasonable hopes of peace — now that 
our arms are turned against the Spanish Colonies in South America, I see 
national ruin even in our victories— English gold will in the end be no 
match for French ifon. 

1 have not heard from those better mines the mines of coal in Sussex 
since August. A steam Engine of a ten horse power was then combating' 
agaitist the water, of which it had the mastery. The removal of this engine 
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from the further part of Staffordshire and its being completely at work on the 
coast of Sussex within the short space of six weeks, was an event hardly 
credible to miners, and highly honourable to the zeal and skill of oui leading 
partner Mr James Coaltheie certainly is, and about another month \ ill 
determine whether it will pay the expence of pursuing it. It is hardly possibh 
1 think for me to be affluent. The dangers of riches do not threaten me from 
any quarter, and if I am to display any virtues they must be those of poverty 
In one respect I am rich enough, for Mrs. Thompson will probably within this 
fortnight present me with our ninth child She and all the eight are I heartily 
thank God in health Henry Vansittart, a fiery fine young fellow , came to us 
last night — our brother Thorn is Powney also is our guest Your God 
daughter 1 can assure you is for her age a fine girl, in mind, body, and 
aquirements She thanks you and Mrs Hastings for your flattering remem- 
brance of her, and we all unite m every good wish foi the happiness of 
yourselves and all who art dear to you — amongst whom \vc first rank as 
I am sure you do, my friend Charles and his truly excellent wife Faiewtll, 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson 

[Addressed to — ] 

Warren Hastings, Esq 

Davlsford House, 

Chipping Norton 


No. 1 1 7. 

Audit Office, Somerset House, 
1st December 1806. 

My dear Sir, 

I feel myself infinitely obliged and gratified in the very polite attention 
shewn me by Mrs Hastings and yourself, and am equally sorry that my 
official engagements will not allow' me the pleasure of paying my respects 
to you at Davlsford House You, Sir, have been kind enough, more than onte, 
to express your good wishes towards me, nor has your kindness been passively 
limited to wishes, but actively exerted in my behalf, and therefore in 
addressing you independently as the friend of my father, I flatter myself 
you will not be displeased with me in giving you some eccount of an appoint- 
ment, I have, through the interest of Mr. Vansfttart, bd#n happy enough to 
obtain in the new audit office, for auditing the public accounts. 

It is in every respect but one, (an ample salary) a very desirable situa- 
tion for a young man : it throws out encouragement to industry and exertion ; 
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and the business is calculated to fit him for the higher walks of diplomatic 
life: a study of the modern languages seems heie absolutely necessary lor 
one who wishes to secure to himself the smiles of fortune, and though I am 
p/rsuaded a certain degree of interest in this, as almost in all othei human 
oncerns, will prove a weighty argument in one’s fav oi , yet I am given to 
imderstind that in this office merit and not intcn st is the professed and 
avowed principh of promotion. 

I am shortl) to quit the French family m which I am living in order to 
take up my abode in a German family , persons skilled in Gtiman being 
from their rarity in much greater request than those skilled in French 

I take the liberty hereby of expressing my sincere regards to Mrs 
Hastings, and I have the honor to remain 

My dc ai Sir, 

Your affectionate humble servant, 
Geo Alex Thompson 


[Addressed to — ] 

Warren Hasiings, Fsy , 

Da)lsford House, 

Chipping Norton 


No. 118 

Fenton Lodge, 

yd Fcby. 1807. 

My dear and bond Sir, 

I have just closed a letter t 'j Mrs. Hastings in which my opened and 
overflowing heart began to pour forth to her the gratitude with which )Our 
kindness aided I am sure by her’s had filled it I stopped, not because l 
feared my thankfulness would be exhausted, but because I knew she would 
be better pleased to see the offering of it made to you than to htrself. They 
who are most ready to confer benefits are the most unwilling to solicit 
tham. I know my.dear Sir how much you must have groaned in spirit when 
you took up your pen to request a favor of the young [Lord??]* and I appre- 
ciate the act accordingly. 

Unless paternal partiality deceive me, you will find by the letter which 
1 enclose that my son is not wholly undeserving of your kindness nor 
incapable of profiting by \t ; for though it is very carelessly written it 
exhibits, I think proofs of good dispositions and some degree of talemt. 
Fortunately for him, Mr. t Wishaw the gentleman under whom he acts is the 
confidential friend not only of Lord Henry Petty but of Mr. Debarry, his 


* Torn out. 
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Lordship’s tutor : and at my request Mr. Debarry had before spoken to 
Mr. Wishaw in George’s behalf. You will see the lad is very laudably 
ambitious of procuring wholly the means of his own support, and of t^us 
* relieving me from some portion of that heavy burthen which I must continu 4 
to carry to the grave, but which I trust will not help to sink me into it. 
My letter to Mrs. Hastings will tell you of my wife and children, concern 
ing whom I flatter myself you will have some curiosity. Time and absence 
they say, strengthen firm attachments, and annihilate feeble ones-I believe 
it true, for I feel with encreasing regard how truly 

I am your’s 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

I find that George’s letter will make the frank too heavy, so I do not 
send it. 


[Addiessed to . — ] 
Warren Hastings, Esq., 
Daylsford House, 

Chipping Norton. 


No. 1 19. 

Audit Office, 

Fcbry. ro///, 1807. 

My dear Sir, 

I was yesterday informed by my father of the application >ou had made 
to Lord Henry Petty in my behalf ; and I should do injustice to my own 
feelings and to your kindness, were I not to beg your acceptance of my 
most hearty acknowledgement of this favor. His Lordship, I find, had pro- 
mised to recommend me to the notice of the Board I have the honor to serve 
under. This recommendation may, I think, in case of vacancies by death, 
resignation, etc., be of sen ice to me provided I continue to retain the 
good graces of my superior^ ; but as any promotion may u still not only be » 
very doubtful, and certainly little amended by the com mon progressive 
emoluments of the office, I have determined to fit myself for a department * 
of it, in which should there be a vacancy, I might at once find the means of 
a decent maintenance. The income of the foreign translators is £260 per 
annum ; and this is a place I would aspire to nob for ttie*present emolument 
onfy, but for the advantage of its raising me, now nearly the last on the list, 

1 full fifty higher in the establishment. Was this situation to Be obtained 
merely by interest, I should think it presumption to mention it, but luckily 
for me it lays open to exertion ; and I trust by exertion, though not jyithout the 
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interest of my good friends, to stand no bad chance of obtaining it should it 
ever be canvassed for. The avowed principle of promotion throughout the 
wVole of this establishment is merit. The Board do wisely : whilst advan- 
ages are held out, men will, in spite of their nature to the contrary, be 
industrious but detur digniori must, one should think, be a most predominant 
argument in the appointment of a foreign translator. There are only four 
places of this kind: by any vacancy above them, one of them may become 
vacant : small as my pretensions may be, there is not to my knowledge any 
person in the office who, in point of qualification to make himself useful in 
that line, has stronger or better pretensions than myself. Thus, my good Sir, 
have I preyed upon your patience, though not I hope without reason. I have 
endeavour’d to shew you how your kind mediation may operate with regard 
to my welfare, and you will perhaps be happy to hear of the probability of 
my doing well. 

Permit me to assure Mrs. Hastings ef my sincere regard, and to renew 
my acknowledgements of her marked politeness and attention to me, and 

I have the honor to be 
My dear Sir, 

Your affectionate humble servant, 
Geo. Alex Thompson, 


[Addressed to : — ] 
Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Daylesford. 


No. 120. 

Penton Lodge, 
Ihursd. 6th Aiugt. 1807. 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

We came home last night after an absence of ten days spent amongst 
our friends in Dorsetshire, whom in spite of many invitations wv had not 
before visited since we left our residence in that county twelve years ago. 
# Such a recurrence to past scenes and old acquaintance has served to renew 
our intimacy not only with them, but with ourselves, for to my apprehension 
it seems to connect the present period of my existence with the past, and 
thus to fix on my mind the consciousness of it’s own identity. Pleasurable, 
however, as this excursion fias been both to Mrs. Thompson and myself 
we should not have been able to take it had not the only lady in the world 
to whom in the absence of us both we have ever resigned the charge of our 
children come from a considerable distance to take oare of them. I tell you 
this lest nftt knowing the difficulty which attends our leaving home you • 
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should be surprized that we do not some times offer our homage together 
at your shrine. It is indeed our Mecca, and our hearts if not our faces are 
constantly turned towards it. I am glad to find by your letter that ytou 
have lately seen many others of your friends at Daylsford. I know nv> 
pleasure greater than that of receiving such visits, and I have often wished 
that your means were as they ought to be amply adequate to your complete 
enjoyment of it, then would your courts be as crowded in y our retirement, 
as they were in the days of your power. 

Your report of Mrs. Hastings's health and your own gives me great 
pleasure You will I am suie be glad to hear that Mrs Thompson’s is as 
perfect as usual and that mine is not bad Our children too I thank God 
are vastly well considering that the hooping cough has been amongst them 
for these two months and that out of twelve only three had befoie had it 
Youi intelligence and your good temper enable you to extract profit and 
delight from employments that are to most men productive only of loss and 
vexation I rejoice in the happiness which your farm affords you. I regard 
mine with an apathy of which I am ashamed. At Bexhill w'e have found 
w'ater instead of fire— Nothing, howfver, can quench our ardoui, and we are 
persevering under the assurance that we shall find coal enough not only to 
boil our own pots and to make our fire sides comfortable, but to rendei 
important services to our country. I say we as the word is often used, rather 
to denote the sentiments of those with whom I act than my owm. To exempt 
you, however, from that inquietude winch your kindness is likely to make 
you feel on my account I think it necessary to tell you that I have not yet 
expended any great sum and that I can desist when I chuse. I am called to 
dinner and the post man is waiting, tell my dear friend Mrs. Hastings that 
I have not been wanting in attention to her concerns, though I have been 
able to do nothing for their improvement. I have received a long letter 
from Sir Jno D'Oyley written with some asperity ; but an asperity which 
I can well excuse as proceeding from a painful sense of his own improvi- 
dence, the villany of others, and his consequent embarrassments. I intend 
myself the pleasure of waiting on Mrs. Hastings for the purpose of conversing* 
with her on this subject within this month, and if I am prevented I will 
write fully to her concerning it. Present our kind regards to her and to* 
the Imhoffs and believe me most faithfully yours 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

< [Addressed to ] 

W. Hastings, Esq., 

Daylsford House. 

Chipping Norton. 
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No. 121. 


Pen ion Lodge, 
Mond. 24th Augt. 1807. 


My dear and bond. Sir, 

Upon coming home after having taken my eldest boy to school I 
received the favor of your last kind letter for which I thank you. It is not 
at present in my power to fix a day for my \ isit to you since I have left the 
choice of it to another person whose decision I have not yet received. 

In a former letter } told you I had received one from Sir John D’ 0 )le), 
in answer to that which I wrote to him in March 1806 and which I shewed 
both to Mrs. Hastings and yourself Sir John’s answei is written unch 1 
the smarting of a wounded spirit and “ a wound* d spiiit who can bear ?” 
His are the distresses and feelings of a gcnllemin, and 1 icgard the one 
with veneration and the other with tenderness. He referred me to his 
agent Mr. Butler of Dublin, who is now in London where he purposes 
staying as I understand about another fortnight and where he has invited me 
to meet hirn. Wishing, however, in our Interview to have an opportunity of 
' consulting Mrs. Hastings and yourself I have pioposed that it should take 
place at Daylsford on his return to Ireland , telling him at the same time 
that you would not be at home till the beginning of next month. I wrote 
to him on Wednesday last, but have not yet received his answer — when I do 
receive it, I will impart it to you. 

I know enough of Mr. T. Leigh to respect him highly and to rejoice in 
all the good that can possibly betide him. But to a man old and moderate 
and affluent as he was, l cannot consider increase of wealth, but as an 
increase of care, and I confess therefore that the predominant sentiment 
with which I heard of his immense acquisition of fortune was that of regret 
that it had not gone where it might have conferred more happiness. A 
sentiment, however, of which I much distrust the virtue, since I suspect it is 
*m®re likely to hav« proceeded from envy and an impious discontent than 
from benevolence. Mrs. Thompson thanks you for your kind remembrance 
•of her. She is well, and all our children I thank God are nearly recovered 
from the hooping cough. She presents her kind regards to you and joins 
me in the affectionate remembrance of our dear Mrs. Hastings. 

Believe me faithfully yours, 
Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

What ypu had heard of George Alexander is true. He had been much 
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indisposed, but has been for some time past returned to the duties of his 
office. 


[Addressed to . — ] 

Warren Hastings, Esq , 

Daylsford House, 
Chipping Norton. 


No. 122. 

Penton Lodge, 

End. morning , 18th Septr . 1807 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

You are by this time, I conclude, returned to Daylsford and I hope both 
Mrs. Hastings and yourself are benefited by your excursion. I have thus 
long delay* d my intended vi^it to you in hopes of making it in some small 
degree conductive to the adjustment of Mrs Hastings’s business with S11 
JohnDOyley. By a lettei which I have just now ret eived from his agent 
Mr Butler I find he will able to leave London on his return* to Ireland 
early in the next week But to guard you from 'inconvt nience and ourselves 
from disappointment, I have proposed to him that we shall meet at your 
house on P'riday next the 25th instant. Should you not be able to receive 
us at that time, I beg you will be pleased to tell us so, and to appoint 
another. His address is Jno Butler, Esqr , No. 13 Suffolk Street, Charing 
Cross. But he will not expert to hear from you if you can receive us on the 
25th. That the pleasure which I promise myself in meeting both Mrs 
Hastings and yourself may not be interrupted by the cares of business 01 
the company of a person no less a stranger to myself than you I intend 
being with you please God on Thursday next. I have the happiness to tell 
you that Mrs. Thompson and all our children are in good health. She unites 
with me in affectionate regards to Mrs. Hastings and in the gratitude and 
esteem with which I am 

My dear Sir, 
most faithfully your’s, 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 


[Addressed to :— ] 

Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Daylsford House, 
Chipping Norton. 
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No. 123. 

Pen ton Lodge, 

2 2 nd Septr. 1807. 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

It is with extreme concern I tind that the arrangement I have made 
floes not meet with Mrs. Hastings’s entire approbation, especially as I now 
r kno\v not how to alter it. Mr. Butler from his letters appears to possess 
much of Sir John D’Oyley’s confidence and very well to deserve it. It would 
not therefore I think be prudent if it were otherwise becoming to offer him 
any offence, as to his good will we shall be probably chiefly indebted for 
any improvements we 'may be able to effect in the nature of Mrs. Hastings \ 
securities, which in their present state fall short considerably of her claims 
I thought indeed that I had some time since apprized you of iny intentions 
to propose to Mr. Butler our meeting at Daylsford in his way to Ireland. 
This I certainly would never have done, had I foreseen that it could be in 
the smallest degree unpleasant to Mrs Hastings Her kindness however wiM 
I hope induce her to pardon this error, into which l was led hy my desire 
of giving her all the insight I could into her own concerns, and of consulting 
her own feelings and judgement in the adjustment of them. Mr. Butler will 
probably not be at Daylsford till Fiiday evening and will most likely not stay 
longer than till the next, or at latest till Sunday morning. It has been the 
misfortune of this business that no one hut Johnson of all Mrs. Hastings's 
friends seems ever to have perfectly understood it, and he for whatever 
reasons never gave a full explanation of it. I promise tnysclf the happiness 
of dining with you on Thursday, but do not wait a moment for me. Present 
our affectionate regards to Mrs. Hastings and believe me Dear Sir, 

most truiy your's. 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

[Addressed to : — ] 

Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Dajdsford House. 

Chipping Norton. 


No 124. 

8, Howland Street, 

1 st Novr . 1807. 

My dear Sir, 

The vefy kind interest which you and Mrs. Hastings have ever shewn • 
for my welfare, will, I trust, apologize for the liberty I take in informing 
you of my good fortune in being appointed Deputy Registrar to the 
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Admiralty Court of Gibraltar. This appointment has been very unexpectedly, 
and without any solicitation cither by m> father or myself, conferred on me 
by Mr. David Scott the gentleman who married Miss. C. Grindall. The office 
of registrar is held by his brother-in-law, who resides at Madeira, and I am 
particularly flattered that Mr. Scott in looking for a person of integrity to 
fill the office, has had the goodness to confer it on me . I shall enter on it 
tvith a most ardent desire of not discrediting his choice. My allowances 
are in some measure to depend upon fees during the war they will I under- 
stand be fully adequate to my support, and even enable me to sau* something. 
In peace they will probably he much reduced . I trust, however, they will 
even then maintain me, nor am I without hopes that by residing at that 
station I shall discover other means of providing for myself. 

Nothing would have given me greater satisfaction than to have express’d 
personally to Mrs Hastings and yourself my sincere gratitude for the many 
obligations by which l am bound to you ; but Mr. Scott is so earnest for 
my proceeding to my station, and the sailing of the ship in which I am to 
go is so near at hand, that 1 must not venture from London till I do so to 
embark. May I beg you will be good enough to make my most hearty 
acknowledgements to Sir Charles and Lady Imhoffe when you* see them, and 
assure them I shall never forget their kindness 

Adieu, My dear Sir, 

and believe me ever your affectionate humble servt. 
Geo. Alex. Thompson 


[Addressed to .*■— ] 

Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Daylesford. 

More ton. 


No. 125. 

8, Howland Street, 

27 th Novr. 1807. 

My dear Sir, 

l am destined very early in life and upon a very important occasion to 
prove by my own experience the truth of the adage which tells us that 
“ there are many things between the cup and thp lip.” JWy chest was sent 
to Portsmouth and I was preparing to follow it for the purpose of embarking 
. for Gibraltar, when I was apprized that the office of examiner has been 
lately attached to that of Deputy Registrar, that it required a professional 
knowledge of law for its discharge, and that consequently it would be 
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impossible for me to undertake it with credit or safety either to myself or 
my employer. Under such circumstances, I had no difficulty in consenting 
to the resignation of it, for nothing I think can be more painful than to be 
placed in a situation of trust and responsibility to which we are not equal. 
I am reinstated in the Audit Office and so far from being the worse for the 
unsuccessful attempt which has been made to improve my condition, I feel 
myself the better for it : I have been taught to distrust fortune when she 
seems most to smile upon me, and I have received proofs of such unexampled 
generosity from Mr. Scott, and of kindness from many other persons as 
cannot fail to warm my heart with gratitude*, and to justify the hope that 
tinder more favorable circumstances they may still h ive it in their power to 
help me. 

I beg leave* to offer my best respects to Mrs Hastings, and have the 
honor to be 

Dear Sir, 

Your very affectionate & humble servant, 
G. A Thompson 


[Addressed to : — ] 

Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Lady Northwicks, Northwick Park, 

Glouster, near Morton in Marsh 


No. 126. 

Penton Lodge, 

8 th March 1808. 

To Warren Hastings, Esq. 

My dear Sir, 

I have received from Mr. Powney your tw'o letters addressed to us, the 
one dated the 28th*of last month the other the 2nd of this. 

In answer to your first question, I have to inform you that the rents of 
the Westmeath Estate which was assigned to Coll. Imhoff a* a security 
for £10,000 do not after payment of all deductions amount to £500 
the Interest of that sum. In answer to the 2nd. I must remind you 
that when I met M?.*Butler, •Sir John D’Oyley's Agent at your house, Jin 
September last, he agreed to estimate the deficiency at £72, and to apply 
to Sir John for yearly remittances in discharge of it. This estimate was 
founded on the following data. 
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£ s. d 

Rent of the Westmeath Estate in Irish Currency . 926 2 o 

Deduct. Head rent to St Stephen's Hospital — 196 o 
Agent's commission of 5 per cent. | 46 6 

on £926-2 -or/. ) - - 242 6 0 


Irish Currency 

Taking the exchange between England and Ireland as 
varying from 8*3 to I2'2 this sum of 683-16-0 Irish will be 
reduced in English currency to 

Deduct yearly premium for insuring Stern's Life 


£683 16 0 


607 5 o 
179 5 o 


Real current income in 


£ Stg. 428 0 3 


When this estimate was foimed I had neither seen Mr. Burrow es’s annual 

accounts nor those between Mrs. Hastings and her Rankers I have now 

received from Mr. Burrowes a copy of his last account, dated 23rd of la «4 

month and by this I find that the deficiency is somewh.it greater than we 

had supposed; for it shows that thete is commonly an arrear of rent in the 

tenants’ hands, and that the estate is subject to various small outgoings 

which had not entered into our cilculdtion. 'What has been the exact 

amount of these deductions during the last four years, I am unable to 

ascertain, not having seen Mr. Burrowes* yearly accounts for that period 

Nor do the six entries with which you have favoured us in your last letter as 

taken fiom Mrs Hasting’s account at her bankers enable us to fix the precis* 1 

amount of the deficiency ; for admitting, according to her conjecture, tint 

the payments which they exhibit were all made by Mr. Burrowes and on 

account of Sir John D'Oyley, they do not shew what proportions of them 

belonged to the Westmeath Estate, and what to the property at Wainsfort 

Neither Mrs. Hastings nor her bankers, noi I fear Sir Chas Imhoff can 

* 

furnish any satisfactoiy expl ination of this matter, but Mr Burrow< s 
probably can, and to him I will apply for it. In the mean time should Mn> 
Hastings want the money I think you may safely pay her the arrears due to 1 
her according to the above estimate. The bond I believe is dated 31st 
March 1804 Taking therefore the yearly deficiency as above stated at 
£72 there will be due to her on the 3 1st of the present month under this 
head £288. What may be further due to her for arrears of interest will be 
prpbably ascertained by Mr. Burrowes's explanktion of his accounts. If you 
make your payment to Mrs. Hastings*s bankers yqu had better c signify to 
them that it is in part discharge of interest due from Sir John D'Oyley on his 
bond for £10,000 and request that they will so expressly enter it. 
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You will recollect that in conformity to Sir John D’Oyley’s proposal, Mr. 
Waller was requested to declare what was in his judgement the fair value of 
the property at Wainsfort when it was transferred to Sir Chas. Imhoff. He 
did not, I believe at first like to accept the reference, but Mr. Burrowes in 
his letter of the 23rd February informs me that a case upon this point is now 
submitted to Mr. Waller’s consideration, from whence I conclude that he has 

1 

consented to decide on it. I beg you will present my kind regards to Mrs. 
Hastings and believe me to be 

My dear Sir, 
most truly your’s, 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

1 return you the two accounts contained in your last letter, having 
received duplicates of them from Mr. Burrowes. 

[On back ] My dear Sir, 

This has been sent to me by Mi. Thompson for my information and I 
delay not in forwarding it to you. 

Yours affectionately. 
George Powney. 


No. 127. 

Pen ion Lodge, 

9 th Match 1808. 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

I yesterday wrote to you on Mrs. Hastings’s concerns, and sent my letter 
to Geo. Powney that after having read it he might forward it to you. In 
that letter 1 restricted myself to business, which 1 should not have been able 
to do so rigidly bad 1 not promised myself the indemnification of writing to 
you one of friendship. I am not less surprized than ashamed to think of my 
long silence. For during the whole of it, I have wished not only to hear of 
yourself and myrflear Mrs. Hastings but to enquire after my friend Sir Chas. 
and Lady Imhoff. 1 left them at your house upon the very eve of their 
departure for Jersey. They seemed going into banishment, and met their 
fate with very becoming composure and fortitude, but apparently with no 
pleasure. I hope, however, that they have found their situation better than 
they expected, an^that with Shakespear they are able to say that “adversity 
though like a toad ugly and venomous bears yet a precious jewel in its 
head.” We must all have our trials. Mine are of the very sort which next # 
to the loss of honor I always most deprecated— those of a splendid poverty. 

I am trying most anxiously to sell this place, as in it I cannot possibly effect 
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the retrenchment necessary to my salvation. After the place is sold, I shall 
still find many obstacles to the accomplishment of my purpose , but 1 trust 
m Heaven for the means of surmounting them. I as well as yourself have 
ahva\s been too negligent of money. Of all the Heathen Gods there is not 
one who more certainly punishes the neglect of his altars than Plutus. Swift 
says tint money should ncvei be in a man’s heart and always in his head. 
This is fine talking for one who really loved it, and wished to palliate his 
fondness fot it ; but the fact, I believe, is that if money be not firmly seated 
in the former it will be too often absent from the latter, foi the issues of life 
aie out of the heait and not out of the head. If my own happiness were 
alone at stake. I should secure it by a retrenchment so absolute as to convert 
my scanty means into abundant wealth, and to preserve to m)self in very 
humble life the pride of independence, and the high gratification of being 
entuely my own master, but it is incumbent on me to consider the pretensions 
of my wife, and the claims of my children. To satisfy these there is no 
degree of labour or confinement, to which, I would not willingly submit, 
though to say the truth, I am by nature as averse to both as a savage. There 
is, however, little chance of my procuring any employment of any sort. For 
you are the only channel through which I could possibly arrive at it ; and as 
poor Yorick says that were it to rain mitres not one would be found to fit his 
head, so were high ofiices to go abegging, I do nof think that one would be 
suffered to knock at your door. That dementation which precedes the ruin 
of a people, though so alarmingly and portentously visible in the conduct of 
the King and his ministers is hardly in any thing more evident than in your 
utter exclusion from all participation in the concerns of India I see so 
little of you that I am almost a total stranger to your political opinions. For 
my own part I detest and abhor the treatment of Ireland. I do not approve 
that of Denmark. But the orders in Council seem to me the extreme of folly. 
I have not yet seen Mr. Baring’s pamphlet; but the conduct of our ministers 
has brought to my mind an observation, I believe of Swift’s, who says that 
when he sees two nations burthened with debts and taxes going to war they 
seem to him like tw o dealers in glass and China who should throw their wares 
at each others head. But our folly surpasses this, for our enemy has no 
commerce and but little debt. He deals wholly in hard ware , so we invite 
him into our shop and there periodically call upon him to decide the contest 
by seeing which can destroy the most of our own very brittle commodities, 
or rather the proposal comes from himself, and we very eagerly accede to it. 

t Mrs. Thompson went early in January to Loildon to attend her niece 
Mrs. David Scott during her confinement. The ctyld is now six ^veeks old 
and I expect Mrs. Thompson at home on Saturday next. We never leave 
our nest together. During her absence I have closely superintended the care 
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of our young ones, who I thank God are all well, with the exception of only 
one who has a slight cold. I have not forget that you wanted a horse. If 
you did not remind me of the horse, I love a horse so well that he would 
remind me of you. In about a month’s time I propose sending you a pony 
which I think will carry you admirably. He is about the size of that which 
runs in Mrs. Hasting’s little chaise, is handsome, and has naturally all the 
airs of the manage (sic). 

I fear your Arabian was a bad stallion. I have now hU second 
generation. You gave me a filly out of the marsh mare, at four ytars old 
she became subject to a partial dislocation of her spine, rest n stored her, 
and work soon subjected her to a relapse. I considered it as accidental 
I have now a daughter of hers, which I have carefully cherished till the age 
of 7 years, expecting her to repay m< for my can-. She i> low, but appaieutl v 
made for strength. Yet so weak and relaxed an* the legatuies of hi r joints, 
that sometimes all four of her felloe ks suff< r a partial dislocation You can 
see them protrude from their just position, and as she moves, return to it 
with a snoiking noise. She is then of course extremely lame and seems to 
sufft r much piin. Rest soon gives her ea*e. The grey horse which I saw 
.you ride seemed also particularly weak on his pasterns. Present my best 
regards to Mrs Hastings and believe tnr most truly and gratefully yours. 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson 

You will readily believe that I was much mortified b) Geotge's 
disappointment I wished him much to have gone to Gibraltar not only for 
his sake but my own. I receive a very good account of him, and I trust 
therefore that time may produce 'something in his favor. If you mention 
him let it be on a separate piece of paper, for his name is poison to Mrs. P 

[Addressed to : — ] 

Warren Hastings, Esq, 

Daylesford House, 

Clipping Norton. 


No. 128. 

Ai Myddelton Biddulphs Esq. 

No. 14, Great Stanhope Street, 

London, 

3 r j/ March 1808. 

My dear Sit, 

I tame to town last night and am become the guest of my friend 
Biddulph, my stay here will not exceed a week or ten days, as I hope. I 
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received through Powney your letter and its enclosures on the concerns of 
Sir John D’Oyley Mrs. Hastings's account at her bankers will not as you 
suppose ascertain the precise amount of the sums transmitted to her for 
interest on the £10,000 due to her from Sir John D’Oyley. For Mr. Burrowe* 
the agent has remitted money not only on that account, but on account of 
the estate at Carnage part of which you will recollect was sold, and the other 
part retained The bankei s’ accounts give to Mrs. Hastings credit for the 
bills which they have thus received, but they have not stated for they did not 
know what portion ol each was for the in terest of the £10,000 and what for 
either the sal * or the rents of the estate at Carnage. Mr. Burrowes of course 
must know this accurately and to him, I have written for information on the 
subject. At present therefore I need give you no more trouble concerning it 
Before I left the countiy, I found an opportunity of stating your question 
concerning the valuation of your estate to a person who above most men is 
able to answer it. The terms of the question you will observe are ver\ 
general. Lest you should have forgotten them, 1 wull here state them. 

“ At what proportional rate should a farm be estimated beyond that 
w'hich was put upon it by a professed surveyor in 1798.? ” 

Dr. Sheppard to whom I submitted this question has employed a long 
life for he is now almost eight} in agricultural pursuits and in estimating the 
value of lands, by which he has amassed a large fortune foi himself, and very 
much improvtd the revenues of Magdalene College of which he is a member. 
He said that to answer the question with any degree of precision it was 
necessary to know where it was situated, the general quality of the land, 
and the’ sort of management which it had lately received. Presuming that 
the question related to your own estate, I told him that it was situated not 
far from Chipping Norton, with a southern declivity, that it was partly 
a good light loam upon a lime stone, and partly a clayy soil —that it had 
been chiefly so managed as not to impoverish or exhaust it, but to improve 
it. Upon these data he tluAight it might now bear an increase of almost 
one thiid He said that an estate belonging to Magdalene College at 
Quinton not far from Stoney Stratford was upon his suggestion, confirmed 
afterwards by actual survey and valuation, raised last year exactly one-third 
upon a b ase granted 20 years ago. Your valuation took place only 10 years 
ago. But the circums tance which induced him to think that your estate 
might admit of a more rapid advance than that at Quinton, is that it is 
probably better suited to Sn. Foin and the § other artificial grasses which 
have of late years so much improved the lighter lands. The land at Quinton 
he says is worth 35s. per acre. I ventured to gueis that yours Vas upon an 
average not worth more than 238. In this conjecture, I very probably may 
have erred, and all I have said or done in the business may have been 
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of no use to you. It is still, however, better than doing nothing ; for it will 
shew you that I am at least not inattentive to your wishes. I should observe 
to you, that in the neighbourhood of Andover where the soil is very light, dry 
and wholesome Lord Winchester and some other persons have doubled their 
rents in the last 14 years. Dr. Shephard thinks that farmers now give for 
lands more than they are worth, and recommends that if you arc desirous of 
letting your’s to advantage, you should advertize it, and invite sealed 
proposals. By these means competitors are in Hampshire produced in ex- 
traordinary multitudes for every estate that is to be lot. Amongst the offers 
you are not obliged to accept the highest, or in any manner to preclude tb<* 
exercise of your own choice. 

Pray tell me by the return of post, whether you ever receued either 
from the Company, or fiom the nation any allowance of money for the 
passage of yourself and suite from Bengal to England. I have ventured to 
assert that you never did in any shape whatever Remember nn 
affectionately to my dear Mrs. Hastings ; and 


believe me truly you is, 

Geo. Nemuit Thompson. 


[Addressed to . — J 
Warren Hastings, Es^ » 

Daylesforcl House, 

Chipping Norton 

Direct to me at Mr. Biddulphs. 

I have written to you in great haste, and under interruptions 
Mr. Harvey, whose brother is I believe a near neighbour, and I know a 
great admirer of your’s, is I understand about to build a house on an estate 
which he has lately bought at Bradwell between Burford and Loachlade 
The estate I am told will pay him good interest for his money, but does 
not afford any eligible situation for a mansion. The expence of the house 
is estimated at £10,000, and will consequently be almost double that sum. 
He knows the part of Hampshire in which I live, and might probably upon 
the suggestion of his brother or any other friend think it worth his while 
to look at my hc|uke. In t]ie purchase of it he would save money and avoid 
vexation. Improve if you can this hint to his advantage and mine. 
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No. 129. 

Penton Lodge, 
Tuesd. 17 May 1808. 

My dear & hond. Sir, 

I have been somewhat remiss in answering your letter of the nth. 
'Fhe man by whom I wished to send the horse was absent from home and 
his return uncertain. He came back last night, and shall be at the Inn at 
Past Ilsley on the road between Abingdon and Newbury on Friday 
evening. I fix so distant a day that your receipt of my letter may enable 
you to send a servant to meet him, and I make so unequal a distribution of 
the way because my man will have to travel on foot, and your’s probably on 
horseback. From Daylsford to Ilsley is 39 miles and a half, and from 
Penton to Ilsley is only 25 miles and a half. My man will sleep at Ilsley and 
so 1 presume will youi’s. 

I hope the horse will answer your purpose and )our expectations He 
is at best but a pony, and at present a rough one ; for he has been out all 
the winter, and has not yet got rid of his old coat. But he is very strong, 
correctly made, sure footed, lively and gentle. He has carried not only a 
lady, but children. In short I flatter ‘myself that he will sometimes induce 
you to ride and thus contribute both to your health and recreation. You 
have given me miny a gallant steed, and I fiope therefore that I may 
without presumption request your acceptance of this humble palfrey. He is 
really of no use to me for my children have been presented with another. 

As I was hastening with hope to breakfast with you on the morning of 
your departure I met Baber returning depressed with disappointment. We 
went then to his house and eat our breakfast with what appetite we might, * 
seasoning our repast as you may suppose with bitter invectives against you. 
Tell my dear Mrs. Hastings that I am correspondi ng with Mr. Burrowes and 
Mr. Butler on the subject of her affairs, and that I hope soon to ascertain 
the precise sum which you are Jo pay her on Sir John D’Oyley's account. 

Mr. and Mrs. White are now our guests and present their best compli- 
ments to Mrs. Hastings and yourself. Mrs. Thompson anc} all the children* 
under our care are I thank God in good health. She unites with mein 
kind regards to Mrs. Hastings and in every wish for your united health and 
happiness. 


[Addressed to :— ] 

Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Daylsford House, 
Chipping Norton. 


I am, my dear Sir, 
most sincerely youths, 
Geo. NesbiI^ Thompson. 
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No. 130. 

Audit Office, Somerset House, 
nth May 1808 

My dear Father, 

I duly received your letter of the 9th instant, and shall defer commenting 
on it for the present any further than to promise you a strict obedience to 
the kind injunctions contained in it. At present I wish to call your attention 
to a subject, the particulars of which are as follows. My friend, Mr. 
Johnson of Blackheath, of whom you have frequently heard me speak as 
having been not less kind and attentive to me than to Matilda, previous to 
her departure, being possessed of an extraordinary talent for mechanical 
works formed the idea of constructing a mill of considerable size, and on a 
principle altogether novel and advantageous Its attributes, which dis- 
tingush it from, and render it superior to all other mills are that being 
situated on the bank of the Thames below Greenwich, it has the command of 
all the corn coming up the river, people preferring this ready mode of grind- 
ing their corn, to the protracted and inconvenient method of sending it 
many miles up the country at considerable expencc 2ndly That its cons- 
truction is such as to enable it to be worked almost continually, both by the 
ebb and flow tide, and 3rdly. That as no mills have hitherto been built on the 
same principle a patent for it has been already procured 

Mr. J. entered into contract with some engineers who agreed to 
complete this work so that it might act and ptiform agieeably to the theory 
invented and proposed by him. This the mill does not do entirely to his 
satisfaction, and the contracting party avering that they have fulfilled their 
engagement, a law suit, and a bill ^led in Chancery against them, has been 
the consequence. 

The litigation has been some time carried on with ardour on either side, 
and Mr. J— — n, who is the greater sufferer by protracted judgement, losing 
as he does the advantages he might all this time be deriving from the mill, 
provided it were set to rights, and all matters relating to it put in a fair 
t^in (to the effecting of^which he can prove with respect to the present 
' stale of the mill ; tliat the sum of £5,000 would be fully adequate, and this 
to the satisfaction of any person) has explained to me in consequence of my 
enquiry, the situation in which he is placed, suggesting that could I find 
means to advance the sum of £5,000 for present urgency, it should be 
considered only as a loan , the repayment of which would be made by 
installments and tj p* interest in the mean time duly paid to the lender 
That the said sum should g be secured to the lender by a bond and assignment 
on the property of the premises. That in consideration of the loan, I should 
becothe a partner in the concern in which he would wish me to take an active 
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part and to which of course I could have no objection. My share in the 
profits to be one-third, which is estimated at £2,000 per annum, and that 
at all events, if the third should not amount to £1,500 per annum, the last 
mentioned sum should be ensured me out of the said profits. 

The mill has been completed to its present state by the expence of 
more than £25,000, and it is now constantly at work, and in a situation to 
prove what its power will be when completed. The chief deficiency at this 
time arising from the present reservoir not being large enough to serve the 
mill with sufficient water during the time it can be employed. This deficiency 
can be remedied in six months. 

On the whole, my dear Father, this statement is given and proposed to 
me by a gentleman whose friendship has hitherto been to me and my sister 
great and disinterested and of whose sincerity, after near six years close 
intimacy, I have no grounds for dou bting. It appeared to me (who have 
once or twice seen this lemarkable mill at work) so advantageous that I 
have requested him not to open his mind on the subject to any other person, 
till I had given you information of it. It is evident that relying on the 
engagement of the aforesaid engineers, he had speculated as far as his 
means would admit. He tells me in confidence, and as a man of honor, 
nothing but necessity would urge him to part with most trifling share of it, 
from the conviction, that with the assistance 'above alluded to, he^should 
soon set matters in a fair and easy train, and that gaining his chief object, 
not so much to punish his opponents, as to confirm and establish this valuable 
property, he makes no doubt, but with them he could come to an immediate 
and satisfactory conclusion on the business Pray let me know as soon as 
possible whether you have any idea of taking into your consideration this. 
JTair, which I would beg you not to dismiss hastily, since the subject courts 
enquiry, not only on account of its promising nature, but from the perfect 
confidence, I have in the party One more observation I have to suggest 
and which has been signified to me by Mr. J— — n. That if after the mill is 
completed, it should be thought most to our interest to take in a partner for 
the increase of capital, my share of the third would a^.te in proportion. 

Adieu, my dear Father, 

I am ever your dutiful son, 
G. A. T. 

[Addressed to . — ] 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson, Esq., 

Penton Lodge, 

Andover, 

Hants. 
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No 1 3 1 . 

Audit Office, 
May 1 6th 1808. 

My dear Father, 

On the nth instant, I wrote you a letter on a subject of some consequence 
and I am sure had you been at hone when it arrived, you would ere this have 
given me some acknowledgement of it J trust tint you are no*v at hone and 
it is with much pleasure, I have to communicate the result of further enquiries 
respecting the Greenwich Mill, and iirst, I mu->L tell you that almost imme- 
diately after I had written to you, I btoke the matter to Mr. Forster, and from 
my suggestions he seeme 1 to think, you would do well to enquire into the 
nature of the case, since a> h * slid, yoi might no* oily like to busy yourself 
m a concern where the profit-* ston'd sigieat, but that you would by so 
doing elfe:tually piomre tor me a g)) 1 an 1 peihaps very lum alive situation. 
He has pro nised to take a ride and see this mill himself I hop" it will be 
-mon, and that he will immediately delivei to yoi his sentiments on the 
subject for I have learnt with no little anxiety from Mi. Johnson that the 
Kingsford-* & Co * who do at pre ,ent and have ever engaged the mil, have 
*in their jconsicleration treaties of partnership with Mr f — n The following 
<ue sone propositions given me by tint gcntlcm in. 

To ascertain the value of a mill, and to conduct the employment of it an 
p rlnps the most simple of any subjects of trade Vs * , tin' of a mill depm Is 
entiiely on its power, and ou its goo 1 or bad filiation foi ivoulm* charge 
for obtaining the wheat and dohveiy ol the Ifoui etc compared with other 
mills that may be its competitors ' 

To buy the wheat on the best term*, to nun lfacture it piopuly and to 
sell the flour, etc , to the best a 1\ antage can easil) b hewn to b* attended 
with no difficulty whatever under the directions of the fore nan miller, as the 
persons who at present employ Greenwich Mill constantly consult him for 
every purpose. 

Every trader ifi London has numerous co npetitors, and they must in 
consequence buy as low as possible, and sell as low as poossible, to secure a 
‘trade, which in consequence requires great attention and exact labor, and 
from being compelled to sell low, they cannot obtain considerable income, 
except by means of a large capital and an extensive trade, subject in pro- 
portion to extent, *to iftore losses, which from selling low, is more severely 
felt when they occur. 


• these I presume are great meal men, G. N. T. 
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[Gr]eenwich* Corn Mill [situated]* on the Bank of the [Tha]mes* and 
in a populous neighbourhood, with the most convenient means of obtaining 
wheat and for sale of flour, and not liable as most mills up the small rivers, 
to be interrupted by floods or drought, has no equal competitors. 

Messrs. Kingsford & Co , at present employ the whole power of the 
mill, and if it was 3 times the power would do so. They also employ mill at 
Chingford, on the river sea, and at Wandsworth and supposing they only 
employ those mills to do equal work as will be done at Greenwich Mill when 
completed, they would be subject to charges of near £ t per annum more 
than the owner of this mill is subject to. This great advantage, which can be 
clearly demonstrated gives power to command the best trade, as it is a sur^ 
profit in addition to the present profits Messrs. Kingsford & Co. obtain. 
u Prius quam incipias, consulta, et ubi consulueris, id maturd agas.” 

Ever your dutiful son, 

G A. T. 


No 132 

Audit Office, 
May 17 th 1 80S 

My dear Father, 

Notwithstanding the purport of your last letter in reply to mine of the 
nth instant, I can not help suggesting some few remarks upon it, though these 
have been for the most part anticipated in a letter I wrote to you yesterday 
In that I endeavoured to press the matter on your attention, because* 
Mr Forster, with whom, I have had two interview’s on the subject, thought it 
highly worthy of such attention, not with regard solely to the provision it 
might make for me, but for the geneial interest and welfare of your large 
family. I spoke of myself as “ partner taking a third,” and so forth, because 
I gave you the propositions as they w'ere delivered to me, but very far was I 
from even supposing, or wishing that £5,000 should berfadvanced for me solely* 
I am well aware of the scanty means you have for providing for so large a 
family, and all the reasonable complaints I have ever heard you make on that 
subject, were in this instance so many tongues calling aloud for, and warrant- 
ing the eagerness with which I had flattered myself of being the happy 
instrument of lightening that burthen. Yes, my dear Sir, it would to me be the 
source of the purest delight to struggle for you. , I trust, not Avaricious, 


• Torn out. 

t This amount for caution will be given in another letter. 
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all my exertions would be yours, and I should still live by your bounty. Permit 
me then to impress on your mind these truths If you stand still, the world 
will run away from you. They who would help themselves must not do it by 
murmuring, but by putting their shoulder to the wheel. To investigate a 
concern because it seems advantageous, is not to embark in it knowing its 
imperfections. That to discard a subject for tear of finding it’s black side is a 
sure way of never finding its fair one. In shoit, what dots all this tend to, 
but the reasonableness of your looking into this affair for the good of your 
family, if it has ever been your intention of establishing their interest, oi 
lessening the embarrassment you now laboui under 

You may call it infatuation, madness, folly, or what you please, but I 
cannot divest myself of the delightful idea of being the source through which 
your difficulties may be lessened I ask but one favour of you, investigate tin 
case } either come yourself and make yourself mastei of it, or, I am sure 

Mr. J n , a t my request, would go and give you any information respecting 

it At all events there is no harm clone fould I wish }ou to emb.uk in it if 
the affair was doubtful 0 Celainly not, and it is from the small investigation I 
have made, and which, I confess, as I have a view of the thing, obviates all 
grounds foj; doubt that I am thus sanguine I told Mi Forstei tlut even 
from conviction of the soundness of the affair if )0U tni vour family’s sake 
should wish to put yourself into the i ituuLion offered to me making me a 

kind of active deputy (to which I have no reason t< behve Mr J n 

would object) that even then you might find difficult} in taising the loan 
This he affirmed you might easily do by means of voui friends, and spe iking 
(I suppose, as the case alluded to me) he slid, he should be happy to give 
me any assistance.” On the whole, like myself, struck with the plausibility of 
the case, he would enjoin strict inquiry, and serious investigation I told you 
he has promised to ride and see the mill, but he is so busy this week, that l 
am afraid it will be some little time before he can effect that design In the 
mean time overtures are likely to be made by the persons who now employ the 

mill. They have made some already, but not such as Mr J n, could 

Conform to. He Ijas kirJ^Iy told me, however, he would give me as much time 
as he possibly could. All I wish is, you would satisfy yourself as to the nature 
• of the case. You want some employment ; consider whether one more easy, 
safe or lucrative is likely to fall to your lot * 

The sum in yesterday’s letter marked * is £4,000. 

The calculation of profits in the concern are simple and intelligible to the 
capacity of a child! 

t Accepting it on the conditions proposed to me, you evidently accept it under peculiar 

advantages. 

11 
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1 have drawn out a tanf of them which if you wish I will submit to your 
inspection and which are as practically certain, as they are mathematically 
demonstrable. 

I remain ever, my dear Father, 
Your dutiful son, 

GAT 


[Addressed to — ] 

Geo Nesbitt Thompson, Esq, 

Penton Lodge, 

Andover 


No 133 

Friday , 20 th May, 1808. 

My dear and hond Sir, 

I hope you will approve the poney. If you do not want him immediately 
turn him to grass ; but in this case be sure to take off his shoes, it is the only 
way to ensure a horse’s rest in the absence of his master 

t 

I wish you to peruse the accompanying letters,* tor though they are , 
evidently hasty productions they yet, I think, dp credit to the writer ; manifest- 
ing a laudable ambition ot being useful, a considerable energy of mind and a 
great share of filial piety. 

The scheme he recommends is not only wholly impracticable for the 
want of means , but of very questionable character. If the mill deserves the 
eulogiums bestowed upon it by its contriver it would ensure him a loan of sq 
small a sum as 5, ooo£ without the enormous premium of £1,500 a year But 
to have viewed the subject in this light would have required in my son a 
knowledge of mankind not suited to his early years, and a proneness to 
distrust and suspicion discreditable to himself and perhaps very unjust 
towards the friend both of hifoself and his sister 

To read the letters will not take you more than ^quarter of an hour, and 
I submit them to your perusal as the fairest way ot making you acquainted 
with the youth, whom I am sure if you ever can serve, you will. 

Remember me most affectionately to my dear Mrs Hastings and beleive 
me most truly and gratefully yours 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 


*You may burn the letters after you have read them. 


[• Prmmably the letters from his son, George Alexander Thompson, dated itth, x6th k 17th 
May 1800.J 




THE NESBITT THOMPSON PAPERS— VIII. 


5 * 


No 134. 

ph, March 1809. 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

I cannot prevail upon myself to close this cover without saying a word to 
you, though 1 really have hardly a moment for the purpose. The idle never 
have leisure, the busy often have I cannot account for my having so long 
omitted to thank you for your last veiy kind and copious letter I can’t plead 
forgetfulness in my excuse for a day has ncvei passed without my thinking 
of you You will 1 fear he too amply revenged of your country and all your 
enemies The K. is now suffering in the trial of his favourite son for the 
shameful apathy with which he regarded your persecutions and Master Adam 
too in the character of a voluntary witness is I am inclined to think under- 
going c ondign punishment for his malice as your accuser 

I am sure you will not forget to send to Forster in due time some ol 
your barley wheat with its history and directions for its cultivation, You have 
been so long in the habit of returning good for evil that 1 do not despair of 
teceiving from you a long lettei in answer to this miserable scrawl, every 
word of which Ins been written since I received my summons to dinner )OU 
received tlu t light horse, l had no other of the kind, and I am happy to find 
that both my dear Mis Hastings and yourself approve him Ml here send 
their love to you 

Your most faithfully, 
Gfo Nesbut Thompson. 

[Addressed to — ] 

Warrfn Hastings, Ksq 
Portugal Street No 6, 

Grosvenor Square, London. 

l NoU This letter was first uddmssed to Daylsford House, but re-addro*sed to London T 


No 135 

Pfnton Lodge, 
Thursday , 9 tli March 1809. 

My dear Madam, 

I wrote to you yesterday on the concerns of Sir Chs Imphoff and 
yourself, but not knowing till this morning that either of you was in London, 

I sent my letter tp'fraylsford. You will probably receive it from thence at 
latest on Monday next. To obviate, however, any mischief which might 
possibly result even from this short delay, I will now repeat a caution which* 
I took the liberty of recommending to you in that letter. 
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You know that your best security for the ten thousand pounds due to you 
from Sir John D’Oyley is a mortgage which he had on the estate of a 
Mr. Sterne and which mortgage Sir John transferred to Coll Imhoff By a 
letter which I have received from Mr Burrowes your agent in Dublin, I find 
that Mr Sterne has filed a bill in the Irish Court of Chancery for the purpose 
of impeaching the transaction between Sir John and himself If he succeeds 
in this attempt, you will of course lose your mortgage and have no other 
security for your ten thou sand pounds than that which Sir John’s bond affords 
you Mr. Burrowes says that Sir Charles Imhoff will be requested by 
Mr. Butler, Sir John D’Oyley’s agent in Ireland to send the title deeds to that 
country, and it is to caut ion both youtself and Sir Charles against too ready a 
compliance with such a request that I nrote to you yesterday and that I write 
again to day I hope you will not permit the deeds to be taken out of youi 
possession without the deliberate advice of Messrs. Forster Cook & Frere 
The deeds are at your bankers, I hope you or Coll. Imhoff sec that these 
gentlemen regularly keep up the insurance on Sterne’s life. For without it 
even the mortgage on his estate it it be established will not be an adequate 
security for your mono) 

< 

From my knowledge of Sir John D’Oyley, I have no doubfe that in his 
transactions with Steine as with ewer) one # else he acted not only with 
honesty, but with generosity. He has, however, been a man much sinned 
against though not sinning, and from the little I have seen of his Irish affairs 
I shall be infinitel) less surprized than vexed to see his claims upon Sterne’s 
estate defect i\ e 

In my letter to Mr. Hastings oi the oth oi Match 180b, 1 informed you, 
that according to an estimate foimed by Mi Butler and m)sell at Daylsiord 
and in the presence of Mr. Hastings >our receipts from Sterne’s estate fell 
short of your interest in the annual sum ol £7 2, and that according to that 
estimate you would be entitled to receive on the 31st March 1808, £288, 
the bond bearing date 31st Mhrch 1804. 1 am in the course of reducing this 

estimate to certainty, and in the mean time it is so ne;r the truth that I think 
Mr. Hastings and yourself may safely act upon it, leaving the’ trifling difference 
to future adjustment. If you take this sum you had better in the receipt say 
that it is on " account of arrears of interest due to you on Sir John 
D'Oy ley's Bond for £10,000." 

Tell my dear Mr. Hastings that I am thankful for the barley which he 
has 4 sent to me, and still more so for that which he has $ent to°my friend 
Forster. I will sow it with all due attention to hisc directions, b / x d in the 
Earnest hope that whoever reaps or tastes its produce may, as I do, bless the 
kind giver of it, both for it’s abundance and its flavour. Remember us kindly 
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• to Sir Chs. and Lady Imhoff and believe me my dear Madam most faithfully 
vour’s 

Geo Nesbitt Thompson 


[Addressed to: — ] 

Mrs Hastings, 

No. 6, Portugal Street, 
Grosvr Square, 
London 


No 136 

Fenton Lodge, 
Thursday , 16 th March r8og 

My dear and hond Sir 

I cannot close a large packet for my fuond Imhoff without including in 
it a few lines for yourself I haw, not yet received the barley wheal No 
time, however, is yet lost by the delay foi 1 haw employed the interval in 
giving to the land destined to its reception the best preparation 

If you shall happen to see Col Toone before you lea\e London, I hope 
you will endeavoui to engage his good ofiict s m behalf of one of my sons 
I,have five of them, the eldest only 1^2, so that he will ha\e leisure at least to 
serve me, especially as Mr Edmund Parry has had the goodness without any 
solicitation on my part to make me an offer of a w ritership for one of them 
With you I have long been in the habit of thinking aloud, and communing 
with you as freely as with my own heart, I imparl to you therefore my v\ishes 
on this occasion without resene, in the perfect as.utance that you will 
promote them if you ca% and in the sincere and earnest desire that you will 
,nof attempt to do so \%ith any sacrifice of what you owe either to Mis 
Hastings or yourself. If for any reason such an application to Col Toone 
is irksome to you, do not make it, I owe you enough already, and with a 
never failing sense of my obligations to you I am, 


My dear Sir, 

Most affectionately and faithfully ypfir’s 
Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 


*4 
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No. 137. 

Penton Lodge, 
Tuesday, 20 th June 1809. 

My dear Madam, 

Though I have not lately written to you, I can assure you that I have 
thought of yourself with undiminished gratitude and affection, and of your 
concerns with unabated attention. Long letters have recently passed between 
me and the agents of yourself and Sir John D’Oyley. Mr Butler assures' 
me that the attempt of Mr. Sterne to set aside the claim of Sir. John on the 
Westmeath Estate must utterly fail, and will most probably be soon abandoned 
He has promised to settle in conjunction with Mr. Burrowes the precise amount 
of the balance due to you for interest, and to apply to Sir John for the means 
of preventing future arreas. If you have wanted money I hope you have 
received from Mr. Hastings the sum which he was authorized by Sir John to 
pay you on this account. 

Enclosed is the extract of a letter which I have received from Jonathan 
Duncan, the Governor of Bombay. I wish that the son of my deceased friend 
Julius w r as in a situation to profit by the good dispositions which the Governor 
professes towards Mr. Hastings and yourself. I shall request of Mr. Forbes tc 
forward to you the box at Da^Isford, without sending it first to this place. 
It is now T full five w’eeks since Mis. Thompson went to attend her niece Mrs. 
Heartwell (Charlotte Grindall) during her approaching confinement. Mrs, 
Heartwell about ten days ago was delivered of a fine boy to whom the mother 
promised to be an excellent nurse. To-morrow morning I go to Newbury to 
meet my two eldest sons who arc coming home for the holidays. My nine 
children will then be all assembled and Mrs. Thompson will probably join us 
in the course of next week. Rawlins took away his daughters last February 
and his living with them in Sloane Street We are all I thank God very well 
except my second daughter Louisa who is slightly indisposed. Your God 
daughter Marian is in high health, and sends her duty to you. I am my dear 
Madam, 

very truly yours 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

I have written under the apprehension of overloading my frank, I hope 
to receive favourable reports of the health of Mr. Hastings, yourself and Sir 
Chs. and Lady Imhoff. 

[Addressed to ] 

Mrs, Hastings, 
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No. 138. 

Penton Lodge, 
Tuesday, 20th June 1809. 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

My mind seems to be wearing out even faster than my body. In one 
respect I every day become more like that active idle fellow Jack Mordaunt 
who you recollect would rather travel from Lucknow to Calcutta in the midst 
of the hottest weather to ask you a question, than wiite a letter of a few lines 
for the purpose. I certainly would very much prefer the pleasure of waiting 
on you to that of writing to you, but travelling is expensive, and I cannot at 
present leave my children. In your letter of the 17 th April you prayed to God 
to forgive your silence of a few weeks. When shall I seek forgiveness of my 
much heavier offence ? “ If Cain shall be avenged seven fold, truly Lamech 
seventy and seven fold ; ” but to tell you the truth highly as I value your 
letters even your silence is consolatory to me, since it gives you less cause of 
complaint against me. It is indeed in your defects only that I can imitate 
you. Thus you frequently neglect your correspondents, ^o do I. You are 
very sorry for it, so am I You have, throughout your life most wickedly 
neglected • the means of getting money, so have I You have impro- 
vidently expended the little you ever possessed , so have 1. You 
suffer cruelly for both these faults , and so do I These l fear are the chief 
points of resemblance between us ; but in your clnractei they are like 
spots in the sun ; in mine alas f they are only the lighter shades of universal 
darkness Strange as it may seem I have thus long omitted to write to you 
merely because the act would have been picas mt tome I did not think 
myself entitled to the enjoyment o! an ca>y and pleasurable duty till I had 
first performed a difficult and painful one. This was to advertize for sale my 
house and land, and to prepaie an accurate dosrnption of both in all 
their particulars. I hate the task of selling , it subjects a man to very 
insolent questions, and his answer^ to the basest suspicions. Of our duties 
those which are pleasantest will co nmonly be first performed, and thus after 
a41 my delays I wite to you before I advertize my estate. 

Though I hope not to gather in my barley wheat I sowed it with the 
utjnost care and it is growing well. I think the Agricultural Society have 
received but a bad specimen of it. I have some of the seed which you sent me 
seven years ago, and it is vastly superior in bulk and colour to that which I 
received (rom you this spring. Most of the barley of last year was much 
exposed to rain after it was? cut, and was very badly harvested. Yours seems 
to have met that fate ; mine fortunately was got in dry and early, and I sold it 
at fifty two shillings per quarter whilst the black and stained barley produced 
at most only two guineas. 
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In answer to your kind question I have to tell you that I relinquished all 
share in the undertaking for seeking coals at Bexhill above a year ago, not 
from any conviction that the attempt would not ultimately succeed, but 
because I had not the means of prosecuting it. I have not yet written to Toone, 
but I intend doing it. At length I am compelled to relinquish all hopes of 
obtaining a good horse from the blood of your old Arabian. I told you last 
year that I had a grand-daughter of his, who from want of sufficient strength 
in the ligatures of her legs to keep the bones of the fetlock joints in their 
proper place was frequently lame 1 had her covered, but she would not even 
serve me this way for she has produced no foal, and this year will not take 
the horse. So I shall sell her in open market, and content myself with the 
enamelled picture of her grand-father, which I should better like did it exhibit 
the rider more like himself. I must now take leave of you. Farewell 

Geo Nesbitt Thompson. 


[Addressed to ; — ] 

Warren Hastings, Esqr., 

Daylsford House, 

Chipping Norton 


No. 139 

Extract of a Letter from Jonathan Duncan , Esqr., to George Nesbitt 
Thompson , dated Bombay , 2 2nd October 1808. 

It gives me the greatest satisfaction to hear of the welfare of that most 
respectable character, Mr. Hastings, whom I had so long the pleasure of 
serving under. I imagine Mr. Hastings has very few connections on this side 
of India, or otherwise, there are few things could afford me greater happiness 
than to have an opportunity to evince my sincere veneration towards him and 
his family, in which sentiments, I have taken the liberty to instruct John 
Forbes, Esqr. of Fitzroy Square, to send you, one of the ladies work boi^s 
that are now and then sent home from hence, as one of the best manufactures 
that our island here produces, which box, if you will be so good as to present 
in my name to Mrs. Hastings and to gain her acceptance of it, I ^hall feel 
highly gratified, and still more to execute any of hef future commissions. The 
box in question, has, with that design, been sent homelby me in the % Wexford % 
which left this a few days ago, and Mr. Forbes been desired to deliver tydnto 
your hands, Mr. Hastings will be glad to hear that India is at present in the 
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enjoyment of profound peace I beg his acceptance of my sincere respects, 
and best wishes, and I remain My dear Sir, 

Yours most faithfully, 

J. Duncan 

[Enclosed in G. N. Thompson’s Letter 
of 20 June 1809]. 


No 140 

Fenton Lodge, 

5 th July 1809 

y dear Madam, 

I had no right to expect an early answer to ni) long delayed lettei, and 1 
am therefore the more obliged by that with which you have fa\oured me In 
thus returning good for evil you have quickend the coals which repentance 
had before heaped on my head. I am, as >ou supposed, I should be, extremely 
glad to hear of Mr. Hastings’s recovery, and I earnestly wish that the health 
and happirfess of each of you may long continue to ensure the health and 
happiness of the other Mrs Thompson returned to us last night aftet an 
absence of two months during which time sh< waited the ai rival of Mis 
Heartwell’s little boy, received him upon his enti mu* into the woild and helped 
to prepare him for his future depaiture out of it by assisting at his chiistcning 
thus pei forming for her deceased sistei those offu < ^ which she would piobibl) 
have executed for herself had she lived to her daughter a molhc 1 1 am 

particularly thanktul tor ) our kind mention ot nn 1 hildren Hun wolf ire is 
of course the object nearest my heart 

Though Mr. Hastings in a late letter enjoined me not to trouble eithu 
you or himselt on the subject of yout pecuniary concerns, and though nothing 
gives me greater pleasure than’an obedience to his commands, I am compelled 
at present slightly to iiffringe them 

You will reoollect Hiat the sum which Sir John D'Oyley owed you 
amounted at one time to £ 13,000. In payment of £3,000 part ot this debt 
he old to Col. Imhoff an estate at Carnage near Dublin for that sum, and gave 
you a mortgage and bond for the remaining ten thousand When 1 came to 
look into these transactions it appeared to me that the carnage estate was not 
worth £3,qpo. One part of it consisting of Wainsfort House you sold by 
Johnson’s advicef for £1,560 Irish, producing you after all deductions t>nly 
£1,219-2-16. The other part of the estate consisted of a lime quarry which 
was tet by Sir John D’Oyley for 6 years and a half at £100 a year, but under a 
lease 90 improvidently worded that the tenant before the expiration of it had 

15 
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the power of exhausting the quarry I pointed out these things to Sir John t 
D’Oyley and he consented that his tiiend Mr. Waller who was well acquain- 
ted with the estate should declare what it was actually worth at the time of its 
transfer to Col Imhoff, and that he would make good the deficiency The 
question was submitted to Mr Waller above a year ago, but he has not yet 
given his decision on it The lease has not now quite a year and a half to 
run, and the tenant threatens to use his power of exhausting the quarry unless 
we consent either to sell him youi interest in it for £500, or to grant him a 
renewed lease at ^50 a year These proposals I submitted to the considera- 
tion of Mr Butler as agent for Sir John, and to Mr Burrow es as your agent 
Mr Burrow es had before advised an immediate settlement with the tenant, 
and Mr Butler now most decidedly recommends the sale of your interest for 
^500 I have accordingly on your part assented to this measure, reserving to 
vou, however, the rent which is to accrue under the existing lease. This was 
all I could do; for as Sir John has consented to ensure to you the real value of 
the estate at the time he sold it to you, he is now more concerned than voui - 
self in making the most of it, and I should m some sort have absolved him 
from this engagement had I taken upon myself to resist the express recom- 
mendation of hi-* arc 1 edited agent \s soon therefore as the deeds are 
txt cutcd you will 1 ecu\ c jf 500 on this account In y oui last letter y ou told 
me Mi Hastings was |Ust returned from a long lide I hope it was upon the 
/Union pony Mn Thompson pH -t nt- he" kind icguds to }ou, and joins me 
m those which 1 big leave to offtr to my deai Mr Hastings I am deai 
Madam >0111 much obhgtd md faithful hble sent 

Gro \rsBin Thompson 


[Addressed to — "j 
Mks Hastings, 

DayKford House, 
Chipping Norton 


No 141 

Penton Lodge, 

Friday , 27 th October 1809 

My dear Madam, 

Mr. Hastings and yourself are amongst the v&ry best of<my few friends , 
for almost these thirty years past you have been to me in the plactf of parents, 
and have under providence influenced if not fixed in all its important circum- 
stances the condition of my life ; my heart has turned itself towards you in 
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all it’s joys , wonder not that it now seeks >ou m its affliction Alas’ my 
dear Madam, l have lost at the interesting age of fourteen a lovely daughter 
My dear Louisa our second child died thtee nights ago Her health had not 
been quite perfect for almost this yea* past but her complaints were 
considered to be such only is belong to her sez and age, and though they 
were most anuousfy witched ovei by her tondei mother they were not 
permitted much to engage my notice Whatever they were in their origin 
they ultimately rt iched hoi lungs md terminated hci existence By 
the apothecai) who attended her and by the ph)siuan of \ndovet hei 
disorde was (oncuvtd to have no such tendency About two months ago 
Mrs Thompson took the- deir cieature to Wt) mouth and there learnt 
the true, and alarming nature of her compl unt She returned within a 
fortnight, but so dieted tint troni the moment I saw hu 1 have for iny 
own pa t cherished but little hopes ol her ieco\ei) 1 It i pool mother could 
not bring h is II to o htrnbl ii ipp dn n t mi It i n\ c ons >!ation 
4o kno v tin tho igh it his pi as l ( r > 1 1 > tiki h i h i \ i \mv 

neiutul to In md h l s > b) th ^ nil i n ns mi i I * h mg n it 

the whole ot liu indisposition \eiy little pun oi ineon\em nc md no the 

least- depiKssion ol Ini 1 spi >l h g n 1 humour H r <kath wa is 

j np ) t 1 m 1 t in ju ’ is h t life In 1 bee n nc v t w i th in m an li j n 

t tilh t ) h iv n m i I > th 1 i ill 1m hi l hncK 

jppoi tc dh h i I i h 1 imb i n h* ui h fj hi pn u it lei c aul 1 

10 longer b a >i » >k i hi M\ ^ i hu 1 ipp > t< 1 th b i t n j h \ 1 

n l my left th fi m uth \ ! s i Ling on h t u nph s w d t l knelt 

upon th i 1^ >■ h i c o i i l*u ( in i hi ltuiinn a qi lid dr 

pure soil wmg its w iv t> m mil tut 1 kn v nit i* hi 111 1 (pn i\ l 

inch 1th nh b r ith 1m ii i hi illy hss » 1 1 1 in 1 fi j i ill h 1 ( i il 1 

no long i h i i but i 1 t night III th p lUition ol h npl l 

Hall 'red ill) nit th i this sih net vv is pi ) lu i d b> th swceln ss oi he i sleep 

\ was den iVLd w ut I c an eivc 1 to be th< pulsation ol h< i tenph s w is that 

of my lingers only fo* upon touching her < heek I found it cold, is wcic hei 
liands the one gently fplded in the Mi n, and both gracefully resting in her 
lap Never did I expect to see on earth an nnige so truly heavenly as she 
j){*sented at this moment It w is so extremely beautiful as to strik with 
silent admiration even the woman who attended h^r md who I find has 
since declared so to all her fellow servants She died not merel) without a 
pang, b^t without the slightest convulsive motion, she ceased to live just as 
a watch that is down ceased to go, and deith instead of deforming hor had 
to my tmcJrnng senses invested her body with new beauties I am convinced 
thafr in the same instant her spirit was made perfect, and is now somewhere 
or other in a state of bliss With this firm persuasion on my mind, though I 
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feel her loss, I cannot but thank God for his mercies both to her and myself 
From what a world is she removed ? And by what gentle means has her 
deliverance been accomplished ? Her mother poor woman can hardly weep 
I wish she could do so freely, for tears might relieve her My eldest daughter, 
your God child Marian, who is every way worthy of her departed sister even 
in her present state of exaltation is most bitterly afflicted ; and well she 
may be so, for their beings were almost united. They had grown up together 
like two lillies of the valley under the same retired shade Their extremely 
domestic and private education had made each necessary to the other, and 
the survivor seems to have lost the more valued half of her existence My 
two elder boys are at school, but their mother will have them home The 
rest of the children bear their loss like children ; I hope, I bear mine like a 
man who though he loved his daughter much “ holds the world but as the 
world ** and therefore loves it little Sincerely wishing both to yourself and to 
my great and good friend Mr Hastings all such blessings as it can afford 
with an eternity of bliss hereafter, I remain my dear Madam 

Your much obliged and faithful friend 
Geo Nlsbiii Ihompson 

I presume it is your intention that the £650 Irish which >ou are to 
receive for the whole of >our pic sent interest in the quarr) near Dublin should 
be invested in the funds in the names of )our tiustees , be explicit upon this 
point 

[Addressed to — J 
Mrs Hastings, 

Daylsfoid House, 

Chipping Norton 


No 142 


To Mr and Mrs Hastings 


Penion Lodge, 
9 1/ Match 1810 


My dear and hond Friends, 

I yesterday received your letter of the 6th, the gteat kindness of which is 
the severest rebuke 1 could receive for my past sllencp. It is a rebuke, 
how'ever, which I most thankfully accept ; for it not only Relieves me from 
much anxiety, but affords me a highly gratifying* proof of you# unabated 
fegard. In ordinary minds friendship is an exotic plant of such tender 
growth as to require the utmost care for it’s preservation ; in the vigorous 
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soil of your’s it is indigenous, and so hardy as to thrive in spite even of 
neglect. Knowing this and believing that upon all occasions you are just 
as much disposed to give me credit for gratitude, as I am most implicitly 
to rely on your desire of serving me l forebore to make those acknowledge- 
ments for your affectionate attention to Mrs Thompson and myself upon 
the death of our dear child, which 1 should not have ventured to withhold 
from most other people. One of the advantages of perfect friendship is 
that it produces even on earth a sympathy of souls, a communion of 
intelligences which in its improvement and extension is to become I am 
persuaded one of the blessed privileges of Heaven It is in this sense that 
“heart answereth to heart ” I should still, however, have thanked you 
for your invitation to Daylsford could I have positively either accepted 
or declined it. I apprehended that Mrs T would not be able to avail 
herself of it, and yet it held out so many advantages both to herself, and 
our beloved daughter Marian that I could not willingly relinquish the 
prospect of it. Mrs T has not vet returned to society She is, however 
resigned to her loss, and her health is unimpaired My Marian has 
been suppoited under hei trial, severe as it was, by good spirits, a 
vigorous copstitution, and a well regulated mind She is I assure you 
a truly amiable girl. Her form and face are just what people shall please 
to think them But her heart and intellect I can with confidence pronounce 
to be excellent; a confidence, however, chastised by the love and feu. of 
that awful Being who gives and can take away every good gift I shall 
be glad if our approaching change of situation may be such as to enable 
m) dear child sometimes to profit by an observance ot the nnnncis of 
her God mother, my dear Mrs Hastings, which, upon mv honor, I have 
always admired as peculiarly dignified sweet and graceful You will be 
glad to know that a gentleman has agieed to put chase Fenton, but as 
the estate though small has been collected from various sources, the title 
is complicated and its examination therefore will be tedious I am not 
so sanguine as to expect a speedy completion of the business 

As soon as I received your letter I convened to Messis Foister Cooke 
and Frere the instructions' contained in it I presume that Sir Chas Imhoff 
has executed the conveyance of the lime quarry, that the deeds have been 
£rt(fismitted to Mr. Burrowes, and that in return for them he will remit 
the purchase money to Messrs. Forster & Co., but I am not thus informed 

I have written under many interruptions and much anxiety ; for the season 
has been peculiarly unfavourable to children, and fchough ours are I thank 
God generally strong and live in a healthy country three of them are at 
this moment a good deal indisposed, thus engrossing the whole of Mrs. 
Thompson’s time and thoughts, and much of mine But pain and sorrow 

<6 
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will come even where children do not bring them We are truly sorry 
for the share of them which you have lately had, and sincerely hope that 
Mrs Hastings’s accident will be attended with no lasting ill effects As 
you do not intimate how it happened, I trust it was not on horseback 
and that the little dun pony had no share in the production of it Accept 
the united and affectionate regards of Mrs Thompson, Marian and myself 
and believe me to be as m truth, 1 am, my dear friends 

Yours most fervently and faithfully, 
Geo Nesbitt Thompson 

[Addressed to — ] 

Warren Hastings, Esqr 
Daylsford House 
Chipping Norton 


No 143 

Copy of a Lttter from Robt Borrowes , Esqr , to Geo Nesbitt Thompson 
dated Clare Sttcet , Dublin 24 th Match 1810 

Sir 

I was m hopes that 1 should by this time hue had to inform you that 
the bale to Mi McGavven ot tht quarry was completed but some unforeseen 
disappointments in mono milters 1 find prevtnt him from paying the 
purchase money in cash 

Mr McGiwen is a mm ol proputy but the late duties laid on Irish 
spirits, in which he trades h is taken from him all his ready money He 
has, however, offered undoubted good bills at thice and six months with 
interest for the purchase none) I have stated in reply that I should 
mention the proposal to vou and tniorm him of your answer I am ot 
opinion you should take the bills for certainly the premises are not worth 
the money I should hope the accounts I some months since sent you 
answered your object 

I am, Sir, etc. 

Signed Robt Borrowes 


No 144 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Cooke to Mr Tftbmpson. 

The placing the money to Mrs. Hastings's account at her bankers will 
be an improper thing ; it should be invested in the names of her trustees. 
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If she wants the money for her own use she should make an appointment 
of it pursuant to her trust deed and give her trustees a discharge for it 


No 145 


Penton Lodge, 

Wednesday, 11 th April 1810 

My dear Madam, 

1 lay before you the copy ot a letter which I have received from Mr 
Borrowes in order that you may favour me with your decision on the 
question stated in it Mr Butler on the pail ol Sir John D’Oyley as well 
as Mr Borrowes on your behalf having betore approved of the sale to 
Mr MoGawen it now only remains lot you to determine whether you will 
iccept of the bills which Mr Don owes calls good ones instead of cash , or 
whether rejec ting the bills you will either consent to an annullment, of the 
agreement, 01 by any legal measures endeavour to exact from Mi McGawen 
a stuct performance of it for my own part, I think it would be most prudent 
to tollow Mr Borrowes’ advise and to take the bills, he seeing that they will 
be punctually paid 

l he extract which I have given you from Mr Cooke s letter will shew you 
that without the obsei\anee of eeitnn formilities the trustees < annot pay 
this money either to youiself ol )our bankers \s these formalities have 
your safety for thur object \ou will of course not repine at their existence 
and readily observ e them 

My neighbour Sir Chs Malet has given me about halt dozen seeds of 
the teak tree for Mr Hastings I think it most piobable that Mr Hastings 
has already attempted the growth of this tiee Have the goodness to ask 
him whether I shall se^id these seeds and how ? I will beg the favor of you 
aJso to let me know whether I shall send him any of the barley wheat which 
I am about to thrash 1 shall sow it again this year though the experiment of 
the last was not very encouraging I suspect that this gram requires ground 
either of a better staple or better manured than that ordinarily allotted to 
common barley What says the Agricultural Board upon this subject ? I wish 
1 could tell you .that all our children were well. Two of them continue 
indisposed, and^Irs. Thompson consequently harasses herself to death. I am 
sorry to «ay that you# God daughter is one of the two who is not so well as 
she might be. Every situation becomes her, and sickness displays excellencies 
which uninterrupted health might have concealed. She unites with her 
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mother and myself in most affectionate regards to you and Mr Hastings and 
in every wish for your united happiness Believe me, 


Your much obliged and most faithful friend, 
Geo Nesbitt Thompson 


[Addressed to — ] 

Mrs Hastings, 
Daylsford House, 
Chipping Norton 


No 146 

Penton Lodge, 

23 rd April 1810 

My dear andhond Sir, 

I have neither copy nor abstract of the deeds by which Mrs Hastings’s 
property was transferred to her trustees Then object no doubt was to 
confirm and not to abridge her authority over it fn disposing of it her 
trustees are merel) to act under her directions, signified according to 
prescribed forms Were she evrn inclined to make a bad use of her money 
the) ha\e no right to restrain her The \er) admirable purpose to which 
she wishes to appl) it calls for their heart) co-operation She might if she 
pleased lend )ou the mone) without any securit) , and it would therefore ill 
become us to object to that which is the best you can give Fot £18,000 
the Da) Isford estate is \ei) ample security , hut m ot dinar) transactions it 
would not according to )our valuation of it be such for £29005 17^ 10^/ the 
sum with which )ou propose charging it Since however, to include m the 
proposed mortgage the whole of )our debt to Mrs Hastings as well — that 
already owing as that about to be incurred will impiove hei security, it is 
the duty of her tiustees to avail themselves of that offer If indeed she could 
possibly raise £18,000, I should advise her to pay off the prior mortgage 
of £6,000, and take an assignment of it She would thus lessen the number 
of your creditors, improve her security, simplify her title, possess herseK of 
the deeds, and in fact disincumber*the Daylsford estate of all claims but hef 
ow m But this I fear may not be in her power Her stock in the funds does 
not as I understand exceed £15,456 19* 8 d„ To this may be added the 
pricey of the lime quarry near Dublin being £500 Irish provided she consents 
to receive that sum in good bills of 3 and 6 months date with interest* I 
Stated this question for her consideration in my letter of the loth instant* «aftd 
I shall be glad of her answer to it 
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That our friend Mr. Powney may see what I have written I shall address 
this letter to his care, and by to-morrow’s post, I will w f rite to Messrs. Forster 
and Cook on the same subject I have the happiness to tell you that our 
younger children are perfectly recovered, and that my beloved Marian is 
better though her health is yet not firm She unites with her mother and 
myself in kind regards to our good friend Mis Hastings, and m best 
compliments to Sir Charles and Lady Imhoff 1 am, believe me, dear Sir most 
faithfully your’s, 

Geo NtbBiit Thompson 

P. S — By yesterday’s post and not till then, l received George Powney s 
letter containing Mrs Hastings’s authority for the sate of her stock l will 
send a copy of it to Messrs Forster & Co 

[Addressed to — ] 

Warren Hastings Esq 

Daylsford House, 

Chipping Norton 


No 147 


Fenton Lodge, 


M) dear Sir, 


Monday morning , 4 th June 1 Mo 


Mr Cooke informs me that the deeds will be ready for \oui signature 
on Friday morning and desires to know the amount ot v our debt to Mrs 
Hastings This I will beg the favor of you to send him in 1 lound sum, 
and that you may be the better able to do so, 1 will hen* add foi \oui 
information a copy of the account with which you fivoured me 
Dr Warren Hastings to the Trustees of Mrs Hastings 


10th March i$02 to c^sh advanced by Mrs Hast- 


ings to my bankers 

Soo 

0 

0 

"f4th February 1803 to ditto 

600 

0 

0 

7th June 1803 to ditto 

2nd December 1807 to interest on my bond for 

400 

0 

0 

6 f months unpaid 

190 

0 

0 

2nd June 18^8 

190 

0 

0 

and Dfecember 1808 

190 

0 

0 

and June 1809 

190 

0 

0 

2nd December. 1809 

190 

0 

0 


l 7 
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March 1808 to a transfer from Sir J D’Oyley’s 

£ 

s 

d 

account for a deficiency of 4 years in his 




piymentof interest due to Mrs Hastings 

OO 

00 

<N 

0 

0 

9th December, 1808 to an advance m payment of 




Dr Perkins’ Bill 

127 

3 

ioi 

To a bond outstanding of £8,00 

8,000 

0 

0 

Total due to Mrs Hastings 

11,165 

3 

104 

Deduct the balance of Fit/julius’s account 

i59 

6 

0 

Balance due 

11,005 

17 

IOi 

Amount of Mr S Waring s bonds Pnneipal 

12,000 

0 

0 


23,005 

1 7 

iol 


I o this may be added anothei half year s interest 
due the 2nd of this month on Mr Hastings’s 

bond for £8,000 190 o o 

And whatever interest ma\ be due to the bonds to 
Mr Scott Waring 

If upon revision of this account you line! it coned you may either send 
this Utter, or the amount of your (kbt in a round sum to Messrs Forster 
Cook and Ficre, Lincolns Inn If you do not know what interest is due on 
Mr Scott Waring s bonds Mr ( ookc may apply for that information to 
Mr Parry or Mr Baber who I suppose art in possession of the bonds 

I am extremely hurried in my preparations foi leaving this place 
and am just setting out on a journey 

I left London the morning aftei I took my leave of you but did not 

reach home till I nday night when vu had the happiness of finding all our 

children well We left Marian with her cousins the Scotts and Heartwells 

near Windsor, in good health Present our kind regards to Mrs Hastings 

and believe me, dear Sir, 

Yours most faithfully, 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson 

I have written to Messrs Forster and Cooke referring them to Mr? 
Parry for the amount of interest due to Mr Scott Waring. 

J Addressed to *] 

Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Daylsford House 
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No 148 

Pen ton Lodge, 
Monday , itth July 1810. 

My dear and hond Sir, 

I yesterday received your lettei of the 13th I o-d<i) I write to Mr 
Parry fully exculpating you from any share in the delay which has attended 
the discharge of your bonds to Major Scott Waring l also write by this 
post to Messrs Forster Cooke and Freie expressing my concern to find that 
the business is not yet settled, and urging them to take whatever steps 
may yet be necessary for it’s prompt conclusion When I came from 
London, I left there the bondholders desirous of recciung their money, 
) ourself and Mrs Hastings anxious to pay it, the Banker on the spot to 
raise it, S11 Chailcs Imhoff and Mi Powney at hand to sign the proper 
instruments , tnd the solicitors duly instructed to propin. them Under 
these circunist mees 1 think 1 had i right to suppose that tin business might 
ha\e been terminited without m> personal atU ndanre on it 

Mrs Hastings will rt collect that she took the Carnage or Warrensfort 
♦ state near Dublin m pa>menl of ^3,000 part ol the debt due to her from 
Sir John DO\lev Upon looking into tin u counts it ippeued to me 
that the estate had bn n nnu h o\tr\almd and I took the libt t\ ol gi\ing 
this opinion to Sir John D'Chlev IU exposed some disph-isure at it 
but consented tint his bund Mi Wilhi should dec hr* wmt the estate 
was actually worth at the turn n w is ti msttiu d to Mis [listings With 
■much import unit) we ha\t at length obtained Mi W illei s awird 1 his is 
is a c opy of it 

» I hm' ronsuleieil tlx loicgoing st.uenu.nl, and think that .it the turn 
“ of the sale by Sir John D’ 0 >ley to the trustees of Mrs Hastings lus interest 
" m Warrensfort with the cottage quairy and kilns thereon was w ell worth 
‘•£2,500 Irish, and that had Su John lunained in the possession until 
afterwards sold it would ha\e brought at least that sum, and 1 am of 
“ opinion that Sif John D’Oyley should repay o. secure to Mrs Hastings or 
“her trustees the sum of £ 7 5 ° Irish being the difference betueen the said 
sum of £3,000 British for which the premises were sold by him. 

(Signed) Richard Waller 

I sincerely wish both for Sir John’s sake and Mrs Hastings’s that he 
may be able to satisfy this increased demand on him. 

When I had the pleasure of seeing Mrs. Hastings in London 1 informed 
her that upon the face of the accounts which I had lately received from 
her agent in Dublin it appeared she was entitled to more than £700 for 
which she had yet received no credit, but upon referring this error to the 
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further consideration of her agents and Sir Jno D'Oyley’s it was found 
chiefly to proceed from an oversight of the clerk who in transcribing the 
account had omitted an article to the amount of £726-3.5 If the error 
had not admitted of this explanation it’s discovery would have put into Mrs 
Hastings's pocket £767 The amendment of the account now only benifits 
her to the amount of £40-16-7 

I understand that Mrs Thompson purposes setting out for Daylsford 
with my dear Marian on Friday next from whence I conclude she has heard 
either from Mrs Hastings or yourself, though she does not expressly tell 
me so 

l have the pleasure of telling you that all the seven children under mj 
care are in perfect health I am truly thankful to God for this great 
blessing, and sincerely wishing that Mrs Hastings and yourself are in the full 
enjoyment of it, 1 remain mv dear Sir 


Your obliged and grateful friend 
Geo Nesbitt Thompson 


[Addressed to — ] 

Warrfn Hastings, Esq 

Daylsford House, 
Chipping Norton 


No 149 

Penton Lodge, 
Friday , 27 th July 1810 

My dear and hond Sir 

By letters which I this morning received both from Mr Parry and from 
Messrs Forster and Cooke, I find they have communicated, and I presume, 
for they have not directly told me so, that they have calculated the amount 
of interest due on the bonds. Though I know it not, Mrs. Hastings probably* 
does, and I hope she is able to provide funds for the' discharge of it. I have 
this morning executed the Power of Attorney for the sale of the stock, which 
yet remains to be executed both by Mr. Powney and Sir Chs. Imhoff, for 
this purpose, I return them by to-days post to Messrs. Forster and Cooke 
I write in a great hurry to save the post. I beg you will present my 
best regards to Mrs. Hastings and believe me dear Sir, 

I 

Most truly four’s 
Geo. Nesbitt Thompson* 
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No r5o 


Penton Lodge, 


S u nday , 5 th A ugust 1 8 j 0 

My dear and hond. Sir, 

I received your letter of the 1st, this morning and should have received 
it on Friday had you not by mistake directed it to Arundel instead ot 
Andover I take shame to myself that your business has be< n so long 
delayed. I ought I confess to have left nothing to chance But I had no 
notion that so absolute a silence would have prevailed between yourself and 
Mr Cooke when you executed the deeds I concluded that you would havt 
ascertained exactly whit was due on the bonds and that he would hu 
taken the proper steps for discharging them To this end a power of 
attorney would most likely have been resorted to even had I renuund m 
London, and I presumed that it necessn> h would have seni it intj th* 
country for my signature All this, l say not t ) excuse, but t > extenuite m) 
neglect I sincerely hope it will hi ittend d with n( injury eith 1 to Mrs 
Hastings or yourself When I dtsirel h t bankets to inf n n her ol th 
sum which the sale of her stock would pioiuo I 1 si ed them also to let h i 
know what other money they possessed ot hers applicant'* to th discnirge 
of Major Scott Waring’s Londs 1 his 1 presume th *y have done, and most 
fervently do I hope that their report 1^ satisfidoiy to her I im partu ul irl, 
pleased to find that there is so small an aireai of interest due on the bon Is 
Infinitely my dear Sir am I obliged b> } jji land attention to my wisin ^ 

I should much like Osborne for a landlord, believing him to be a kind and 
generous man But we also mu^t spen i our ensuing wmtei in 
Devonshire, and what is afterwards to bccom of is, I have n it piescienc >1 
presumption enough to guess Of one thing l am certain that Sn J mi s 
Wolfe’s Farm would be much too large for me Wen 1 to alter up >n such 
an one, my labors would probably U rmmat< as In-* se«*n to hive done It 
tlierefore not pride but well grounded humility that foioi L my thinking 
particularly at this time of so bold and great an undertaking 

I hope my daughter has m tiuth tin good fortune to please Mi** 
Hastings and yourself is I confess extremely dear to me and next to 

the approbation of her heavenly maker, I am solicitous that she should pjsses*. 
the love and esteem of the good on earth Give my love to her and'Mrs 
Thompson and tell them that all the children ate well. 

Present my kind regards to my dear and good friend Mrs Hastings and 
believe moto be de&r Sir most gratefully and faithfully your's, 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 


[Addressed to :] 

Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Daylsford House, 

Chipping Norton. 
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No 151 

Penton Lodge, 
Thursday , 16M August 1810 

My dear and hond Sir, 

Mrs. Thompson and Marian arrived here yesterday, having visited 
Bisham Abbey and Silwood in theii way home. They are I thank God in 
good health, and since I last saw them much improved in their looks. I can 
assure you that unless my affection for my child misleads me she deserves 
the encomiums you bestow on her, possessing not only all the good qualities 
which you positively ascribe to hei but those also for which on no better 
evidence than the expression of her countenance you give her credit. She 
does indeed as you conjecture “possess a heart susceptible of all the kind 
affections ” I may add it is at once tremblingly alive to the most delicate 
perceptions, warmed by devotion towards her heavenly maker and by 
benevolence towards his creatures, and elevated by the ennobling sentiments 
of truth, justice and generosity 

As soon as she arrived yesterday we took a walk together of nearly 
three hours, during which out conversation turned almost 'wholly upon, 
Daylsford and its proprietors You will readily believe that the delight 
which this conversation afforded us did not arise from the abuse of them 

I really did not know that the table of the boar founded on the Hindoo 
Mctemsyehosis was a production of yours and when Lady Medows put it into 
my hand'? as Mich, candour compelled me though I confess reluctantly, to 
deny you the ciedit of it, idly presuming that it could not be your’s without 
my knowing it I am glad 1 lead it under that eiror, since I can now more 
confidently 1 ely on the very favourable opinion with which it imptessed im* 

I can assurt you that 1 have ^ince spoken of it as an excellent apologui , 
and with a sincere desire of discovering its author. How glad I am to find 
him in my own Moeccmas, I slnll immediately do you justice with Lady 
'» „dows and thus lender “ unto Caesar the things which be Caesar’s.” 

1 have not yet heaid that the powers of attorney for the sale of Mrs. 
Hastings’s stock have been yet executed by my co-trustees. I hope the 
delay will have given her time to provide the requisite funds. Present to* 
her our united kind regards and be assured that we are all truly thankful to 
both of you for your uniform goodness to us. I am my dear Sir with every* 
.sentiment of gratitude and esteem most faithfully your’s, 

G£o. Nesbitt 1 Thompson. 

As soon as 1 received the copy of our warm hearted friend Osborne’s 
letter, I wrote to thank him for his kind intentions to me and to explain as 
far as was necessary the causes which put beyond my reach the good things 
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which he suggested for me. If he is with you remember me to him most 
kindly. Do not in your future letters advert to the subject of the farm 
unless my good forbids your silence 

f Addressed to : ] 

Warren Hastings, Esq , 

Daylsford House 


No 152 

Beacon Hill Exmouih 
loth May 1811 

My dear and bond S11 , 

It is very long since we have written to each other, and yet so much 
are you the subject o| my thoughts, that to me the intercourse of our souls 
scums haidly to ha\ e been suspended by this interruption of our roirespon- 
dunce I he 1 ommunion indued ot our spirits has on in) pait been much 
aided by (Jiu agency ot that good being, our fuend, Ilalhed, who by the potency 
< f ins sp v IN ui the foi veiny of his lnendship nuvci taiUd in oui late fiequent 
interviews to summon )nu from voui leticat and toiundei \ou one of out 
pirty He made )ou tell me ot the sionns whn h prostiaU d at otu < vout gloves 
and all tluu protecting duties, leaving m< to detumine whethei these nymphs 
were by you mm c aptly called I)>va< A 01 b\ him it is udl wlnn 1 

nan < an thus make merry with hi mis!oitun<s toi in vill tl «n piobibl) 
b° able to laugh as long as he lives Hid I this talent 1 should at this 
moment be one ol the merrie-a h How in Kurland toi amongst many other 
t mbari assments 1 am possessed ot a large house wliuh 1 r m nulht 1 m'U noi 
keep. It hangs like a millstone on my neck xnd unless f ran contrive to get 
rid of it I must sink I believe I informed you that a gentleman had agreed 
for the purchase qj Penton Lodge, intending to make it his residence, and 
seeking the possession of it with great avidity He had not however, long 

formed his contract before circumstances occurred in his family which quite 

altered his views with respect to Penton, making that which was before “as 
sweet as locusts to him as bitter as coloquintida ” He said he should not 
be able to live at the place, and that he must immediately resell it. Under 
these circumstances it was not probable that he should be very desirous of 
fulfilling* his contract, apd unfortunately the complicated and voluminous 
character of the title* furnished him with the means of evading it. He 
submitted the title to the investigation of two conveyancers, and Lord Mansfield 
was of opinion that there was hardly a title in England that would stand the 
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severe scrutiny of one if resolutely bent upon its rejection. My property 
though small has been collected from a great variety of sources, and the 
title is consequently voluminous and perplexed It is nevertheless substantially 
sound and good and so Mr. Gore himself admits even in the very letter in 
which he ultimately declines the purchase He uses these words — 

“After the most ample discussion and investigation the title is 
admitted to be safe for peaceable possession or entail.” 

I have troubled you my dear Sir with this detail not because I have 
any pleasure in uttering my lamentations or because I suppose you will 
have any pleasure in hearing them ; but because I wish you to understand 
with some degree of accuracy the causes which have prevented my .sale of 
Penton, (specially as a person lately looked at the place who it is barely 
possible may speak either to yourself or Mrs. Hastings concerning it This is 
a son of your friend the late Sir Francis Baring, who mairied a daughter of 
your friend Sir John D’Oyley and who is I understand but lately returned 
from India. You know the house is a good one, and I can assure you the 
soil is singularly dry, and the air and water remarkably pure and healthy 
The land is good, easily cultivated and peculiarly well adapted both to sheep 
and St. Foyn During my fifteen years’ possession of the property I have 
never had in) right to i foot of it questioned, and equally undisturbed in it 
will be my succr ssor 

For th( puipose of elucidating the title and obviating objections as they 
were created I remained in London from September to the 1st of December 
Could 1 have stayed there a fortnight or three weeks longei the business I 
think might probably have received a different termination. But I wa 
obliged to repair to Penton for the purpose of removing my eldest daughter 
and with her consequently all the rest of my numerous family from that 
place to this. For though my beloved Marian continued as well as when 
you saw her at Daylsfoid, yet as w r e had been advised by Dr. Bailhe to let 
her pass the winter in Devonshire we could not ventuie to hazard the 
consequences which might possibly, however improbably, have resulted from 
our neglect of that admonition. I have the happiness to tell you that she as* 
well as all the lest of my children is benefitted by the change of situation. 

I Vas glad to see in the proceedings of a late General Court of <East 
Indian Proprietors so favourable a report of their affairs, not only because 
I feel a sort of loyalty to the Company, but because whether the report be 
true or false it must I think operate in favor of the continuance of your 
pension. I sincerely hope that you may obtain it without difficulty and long 
live to enjoy it. If you are so kind as to favor me with a letter let it be 
full of yourself, do not fear egotism. I am indeed most truly desirous of< 
hearing every thing that concerns you. I have much to regret in my past 


THE NESBITT THOMPSON PAPERS— VIII. 


73 


life, but nothing more than that I have of late years been so much separated 
from you. Had it been my good fortune to live near you, I should have 
certainly been happier and you would perhaps have written your own life. 

G. N. T 


No. 153 


To Mr. & Mrs. Hastings, 

No. 2 Upper Bedford Place ; 
Russel Square, 

V'd September 1 8 1 1 . 

My dear and bond. Friends, 

The activity of your friendship toi ms .1 striking contrast with the supi- 
icness of mine, and severely rebukes it In not apprising you of mv arrival 
m London I offended not onl> against \<>u but agiinst Heaven, for I confess 
iny conscience prompted me to write to vou, telling me that l might whilst 
here possibly be useful to you l have no other excuse for resisting these 

admonitions, but that selfishness which distress generates and which a man 

on the rack might plead for ail inattention to every thing, but his own tortures. 
You are not yourselves I fear entire strangers to the pressure of pecuniary 
difficulties. Mine are aggravated by the growing d inlands of a numerous 
family. So .acutely indeed do I feel foi my childrens sake that I seem to 
suffer nothing for my own, and I assute ni)sell, peilnps very presumptiously, 
that were I single poverty could not assail me, of that if she did I could deride 
if not chide her gripe 

l am come to London for the purpose of devising the means of disposing 
of Penton. I am advised to delay the sale of it for a year or two in order 
to reap the advantages which may result from the projected inclosure of one 
gf the Parishes in vvtflch my property lies I purpose therefore to let the 
liouse ready furnished w^jh the whole or part of the lawn for one year or if 
required for two, but I am not sanguine in my expectation of relief even from 
this attempt. Do not think my dear Friends that I complain for the preasure 
of it, or in the most distant hope that you can by any the remotest means 
assist me. It is amongst my misfortunes, indeed the very source and con- 
summation of them, that your power of beneficence is now as small as your 
love of it is grqfit. I can a^ I have often told you hold my tongue altogether, 
but if I speak to either of you, it must be without reserve, and in the over- 
sowing fullness of my heart. What I have thus frankly said to you, however*, 
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I say to no one else Nothing is so abject as complaint Distress like disease 
may sometimes excite genuine pity , but their much more common lot is to 
be loathed and shunned 

I am ne\er an unconcerned though often a silent observer of what con- 
cerns you , the papers told me of Mr and Mrs Woodman’s marriage and— 
I hailed the event as a propitious one to all of you I am glad to find from 
the Halheds that 1 did not err in this view of it Accept my hearty 
congratulations and assure ni) old acquaintance and his lady that they have 
my sincere wishes for their happiness If >ou will write on Thursday I shall 
receive your letter and l will stay here as long as I can be of any use to 
either of you 1 lnve the happiness to tell )ou that Mrs T and all our 
children aie well The air ot Exmouth so well agrees with my dear Marian 
tint I am desirous of lemaining there My eldest son goes to Eton M> 
second attends as a diy scholii Mr Bartholomew a clergyman who formerly 
kept the grammar school at E vet or ind now takes a lew private pupils 
Like the [allow Chandler who when he sold his shop stipulated that he might 
have the privilege of being theie on boiling days, my children will have no 
fortune but tin lr education, and the object nearest my heait is to give them 
a good one Believe me with umbited affection and gratitude, 


Addressed to — j 

\\ ARM N IlAMINGS, LbQ , 

Daylsford House, 
Chipping Norton 
Oxon 


\ ours mon iaithfully, 
CIO NLbBIli llluMPSON 


\u 154 

(( op) ) 

Clare Street, 

26 th October i 8 n 

Fo Geo Nesbitt Ihompson, Esq 


Dear Sir, 

On my return home this day I lound your letter of the , 8 th rns^i 
4 confess from what I know of Mr Sterne junior, I have jot much hope 
from Mr. ArdiH’s application that Mrs Hastings will be settled with, and 
although Sir Charles Imhoff in complying with Mr. Ardill’s request cann 6 t in 
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any way affect Sir John D Oylty his appearing may bring him into liiigition 
and expence 

1 am, dear Sir, 

Your very obedt servant, 

Rob i Borrowes 


no 155 

London 

i $th No unbt / 1 b 1 1 

My dear Madam, 

\bove is the copy ol 1 letter winch I have received tioin Mi Borrowes, 
md which in substance coni 01 ms exactly with one 1 have received horn 
Mi Butki 1 rom both vou wiM ka n tint neither )oursdl or Sir ( hs Jmhofl 
must venture to leply to an) kttus which you in ty receive from Ml steinc 
01 his igents without lust consulting Mr Cooke 01 ni)self Upon my inst 
( onung to London, I shewed Mr ( ooke the diatts ol the lettus which 1 wroti 
in youi piestnee, and he cntnel) ippiovtd ihein j wouiu si nd you 1 op) o» 
mv lettet wen it not at the bottom ot 1 trunk which l hi\c | ust puked up Ini 
thciountrj Mi Butlci adds that ill the liistnutiom w Inch lit has iecci\ul 
trom Sir John L) 0 ) lev t oiu u nmg tlu suit ol Mi Mum is tint In will dilt ml 
it 

lo-moriow morning it 4 o < lot k 1 purpose -t it ng out in oik ol tin si i ls 
lot Benton Lodge in my w t\ to Lxmouth w lie rc l hope to join mv I mul) 
befoie tin end ol the ensuing week It is in tin hope o! being us< tul 1 > n) 

< hildren tint I have thus long In en iWnt fiom them l shill u turn t > tin 1 
disappointed However, your good neighbour Mi Ik nny stone mav glorv in 
the increasing prosperity of our countr) I im loi in) part able to disco u 
nothing but the prool ot its decline Mr Pitt s just and nectssai) w u, his 
indemnity for the past and his security foi the luturt have cost me neaily 
half my income, and in abridging almost all tin employments dependi nt upon 
trade and commerce have cut oil the means by which industiv and exertion 
might otherwise have enabled me to reimburse myself 

During my stay in London my most constant and uniform pleasuie Ins 
been that of conversing with Halhed, and it has been the greater because he 
loves to talk of our friends at Daylsford 

I have the happiness to tell you that my beloved Marian your namesake, 
and God daughter, continues well, as do her mother and the rest of our 
children. I beg you will present our best regards to my dear and honoured 



7 6 


BENGAL : PAST & PRESENT . 


Mr. Hastings, and with the most fervent wishes for your united health and 
happiness, 

I remain my dear Madam, 

yours most faithfully, 

Geo. Nesbitt Thompson. 

As 1 know not Sir Chas. Imhoff’s direction, I hope you will have the 
goodness to request that he will hold no correspondence with Mr. Ardill 
or any other agent of Mr. Sterne, hut under the advice of Mr. Cooke or 
myself. 

[ Addressed to : — j 

Mrs. Hastings, 

Daylsford House, 

Chipping Norton 

f To be continued.] 




(ttWtmjjeg in QSengaf, (1781-1800) 


THE original Registers of Si. John’s Church perished during the Seize of 
1 Calcutta in 1756. In the year 1890 the Rev. H. B. Hyde (afterwards 
Archdeacon of Madras) copied in England the transcripts that had been 
transmitted to the East India Company and are pieserved in the India Office. 
This appeared in this Journal in Vol. IX, pp. 217-243. 

From the Records preserved at St. John’s, the entries of Marriages 
during the years 1759-1779 were extracted and published in Vol. IV, pp. 486- 
512, of this Journal. The extracts for 1781-1785 appeared in Vol. VII, 
pp. 164-171, the last Calcutta Civil entry being that of Mr. John Cordingly 
and Mary Downie on December 30, 1785. After the lamented death of our 
fellow worker, Mr. Elliot Walter Madge, the transcripts which he had so 
industriously made, were for a time unobtainable, but some three years ago I 
was able to recover them. 

The Series which now follows immediately after this note, belongs to a 
Collection of Registers, distinct fr>m the Calcutta (S' Joh i\s) Registers, 
entitled “ Girrison and Upcountry.” The prefactory note which our late 
friend Mr. Madge wrote is printed below. 

S. C. Sanial. 


GARRISON AND UPCOUNTRY. 

(Church of England). 

The entries which follow are transcripts from the Out-station and Garrison 
Registers preserved in the Vestry of St. John’s Church, Calcutta. 

The registers were written up from notes received at the time from the 
Chaplains *at the various Out-stations up the country This, it may be pre- 
sumed, was done by some soldier-clerk or Indian assistant of limited education, 
as would appear from the misspellings of even the commonest names and 
--flther mistakes occurring in these registers. 

In order to save a multiplication of foot notes it may be explained that 
information regarding the Company’s Civil and Military Officers will be found 
in Dodwell and Miles’ consolidated lists of those services respectively. For 
others the Bengal Directories, 1795-1800, in the Imperial Library have been 
laid under contribution. 

JO 
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Date Place Names of Bridegrooms and Profession 

1781 

Mar 13* Cawnpore ... Alexr Hardy, Major, Hon. E. I Co's 

Service, Bach (1) 

Apr 10 Camp near Kalpee ... John Phillips Drummer, Native Christian ... 

Nov. 20 Lucknow ... John Belli, Esq., Writer, Hon E I Co’s 

Service, Bach 

178a 

Jan 20 C amp near Cawnpore .. Anthony Batavia Priv and Regt , Eurn Infy 

(a Cafre Christian ) 

, ao , ... Fredk Frith, Priv and Regt Eurn Infy 

Aug 11 Foit Willum Oairison John Conolly, Priv ist Regt Euin Infy 

Sept. 3 ... John Mollis, Corpl , xst Regt. EUrn Infy 

,, 10 „ ... John Bardow, Pnv in the Invalids 

t, *9 ••• Thos. Ingram, Priv , ist Regt. Eurn Infy ... 

Oct 10 Cawnpoor .. John Jacobs, Drummer, and Regt 

„ 10 Rungpoor ... Daniel Rauch, Esq.(a) 

(1) Hardy Major* Gen) A J Bengal Obituary, p. 333. Mrs. Hardy was a 'daughter of Chaplain 
(a) Rauch (Rausch) See foot-note No. 143 under Marriages B* P, & P H Vot. IV, Serial No. 9, 
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Nam#s of Brides. 


By whom married 

Remarks. 

Betty Blanshard, Spinsr 

... 

Ruv. 1'hos Blanshard, 
Chapn., and Brigade. 

In theapresence of 
Major Robt. Stu- 
art, Major Wm, 
Roberts &Captn. 
Geo. Deare. 

Cathenpa DeRozara, Spmr. 
Christian. 

Native 

Rev Thos. Blanshard ... 

Present Alexr 

Calder, Sergt. 

Major, & An 
thony Thomas 
Drummer. 

Eliza Stuart Glover, widow, of 
Lucknow. 

Ditto 

In presence of Richd. 
Chichely Plow 
den, John Pen 
dred Scott & 
Trevor Wheeler, 
Esq. 

Hannah Dragon, Spmr 
Christian 

Native 

Ditto 

In presence of Sergt 

John Larnsty & 
John Martin 

Scholch, Private 

Mance DeRozara, Spmr Native 
Christian. 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Isabella, a Native Christian 

... 

Ditto 

By permission of 
his Commdg 

Officer 

Mary CoWbold, Spun, a 
Orphan. 

Soldier’s 

Ditto 

By permission of 
Col. Hampton, 
Cammdt 

Ann, NaCive Christian 

... 

Ditto 

By permission of 
his Commdg 

Officer. 

Ann Adams, Spmr. daughter of John 
Adams, deceased 

Ditto 

By permission, of 
Col. Sami. Hamp 
ton, etc. 

Mary Creal 


Rev. D MacKinnon, 

Chapn. 


Martha Mayo, Spinr. 

B # 

Richd. Goodlad, Esq. ••• 

No person in holy 
orders residing 
near that station. 


BlMthud. For her titter see Out-itttion Marriages, 1789, July, ■« 
f. 5» ; tlto Vol. ill, 99. 368-69. 
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Date. Place. Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 

178a. 

Nov. 10 Fort William Garrison ... Chas. Whiting, Sergt., 1st Regt. Burn. Infy. ... 

Dec. 4 Calcutta David Cuming, Esq., Hon. Co’s. Civil 

Service 

,, 16 Fort William Garrison ... Willm. Horsfield, Private of the Arty. 

... Henry Neal, Sergt., ayth Regt., Sepoys 

... Richd. Glanwell, Sergt.-Major of Sepoys 

... John Showels, Matross of Invalids 

... Hugh Gayer Honeycomb, Gentn. (t) 

... Pascal DeRosario t Drummer, 5th Regt. 

Sepoys. 

Apr. 27 Fort William Garrison ... Willm'. Lansden, Corpl. 1st Regt. Eurn. Infy.... 

May 2 Affsulbarg, neai Murshid- John Burgh, Esq. 

abad. 


„ aa 
1783. 

Jan. 1 

M 5 »’ 

Mar. 1 a Calcutta 

„ 6 Cawnpoor 


4 Fort William Garrison ... Francis Rice, Bombadier, Bach. 


June 1 Fort William ... John Sugeong, Fifer, a Native 


.. Anthony Hartle, Major, 3rd Regt., Eurn. Infy. 


Aug. a Houghly 


... George Shee, Esq , Jr. Mercbt., Hon* Co’s. 
Service. 


(1) Honeycomb, H, G. h E. Bengal Obituary t p.117. His is the earliest monument ia the 
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flames of Brides . 

By whom married 

Remarks. 

Eity, Native Christian 

. Rev. Thos. Blansbard, 
Chapn. 

By permission of 
his Commdg. 

Officer. 

Alice Shaw of Calcutta, Spinr 

. Rev. Thos. Blanshard, 
Chapn. 

In presence of Capt. 
J. Clements &Lt. 
Col, Pat. Duff. 

Hannah, a Native Christian, woman 

Ditto 

By permission, of 
his Commdg 

Officer. 

Elizth. Spratt, Spinr. 

Ditto 

Do. of his Captn 

Arm, Native Christian 

Ditto 

... 

Elizth. ditto 

Chapn. 2nd Garrison 


Eleanora Dormieux, Spinr. 

Rev. A. A. Barbor, Minister 

Isabellde Rosario 

Rev. D. Mackinnon, Chapn. 


Elizth. Collins, widow 

Rev. Thos. Blanslurd By permission of the 
Chapn. Garrison Com mdt. 

Elizth. Mary Camberlege, Spint. ... 

Rev. Wm. Lewis, Chapn. 
Burrampore. 

Present Sir John 
D’Oyly, Bart., Mr. 
Wm. Johnson & 
others. 

Ann Smith, Spinr , daughter of Scrgt, 
Smith. 

Rev, Thos. Blanshaid, 
Chapn. 

By permission, ot 
his Commdg. 

Officer, Capt. G. 
Deare. 

Maria Francis., Spinr. 

Ditto 

By permission of 
his Commdg. 

Officer. 

Bridget iHoare of Calcutta, Spinr. ... 

Ditto 

Present Mrs. Eliza 
Fenwick, Miss 
Martha Blans- 
hard & others. 

•Elizth. Crisp., Spinr. a minor with 
Parents 1 consent. 

Ditto 

Present John 

Shore, Geo. 

Hatch, Esq., & 
Mrs. Eliz. Crisp., 
widow. 


North Pork Stroot Cemetery. 


at 
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Date Place 

* 7 * 3 - <. 

Sept. 1 8 Cawnpoor 
Oct. 20 Cawnpoor 

„ 4 Fort William 


Names of Bridegrooms and Proiession. 


... Emmanuel River, camp-follower 

... Hugh Peter, Pte Soldr, and Eum. Regt. ... 

... Lieut. Thos. Polhill, Hon Co’s. Service, 
Bach. 


M 


»» 


*9 

a6 


Fort William Garrison... 


H 


Philip Jarrat, Sergt. -Major., ist Regt Eurn 
Infy. 

Arnet Williams, Gunner of Arty 


1784 

Jan 3 Fort William ... Willm. Townshend Jones, Atty -at-Law (1) .. 

„ 94 Patna Robt. Bathurst, Esq , Sr. Mercht , Hon Co'* 

Service (3) 

Mar 23 Fort William ... Willm Knight, Coach-maker ot* Patna 


\pr. 1 1 


... John Fullard, Priv. Infy. Invalids 


18 I 4 o<t William Girrison John Eaf. ns by, Sergt , 2nd Regt Eurn. Inly 


** 


Geo. Jameson, Bombr, Arty. 


1786. 

c 

Mar. 1 1 Cawnpoor Luke Bray, Sergt., ist Bat. Eum. Infy. (3) ... 


(1) Jones, W. T. and A Bengal Obituary, pp. pi & 77. 

(a) Bathurst, R. B. Btngal Obituary , p. 115. 

( 3 ) 1 - for his second marriage see 1793, Feb. 7. A parson of this name also married at 
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Narfcs of Brides. 

Bjr whom married 

Remarks. 

Luoy. Dragon 

Rev. D. Mackmon, Chapn. 


Hannah MacDonald 

Rev D. Mackinnon, Chapn. 

Anne Smyth, Spinr. 

Rev. Thos BUnshard 

. Present John 

Belli Esq. f Mrs. 
E. S. Belli, and 
others. 

Theodosia Delay, widow 

Rev. W Johnson 

. Acting for Garri 
son Chapn. 

Eleanor Hudson, widow 

Mr. Christian Diemer of the Ditto. 

Danish Missn. 

Ann Robertson, widow 

Rev. T BJanshard 

Present Mrs. Ann 
Ogden, Mr. Hugh 
Daly. etc. 

Maria Leister, Spinr. of Patna 

Dittu 

In presence ofMajoi 
Alex. Hardy, 0 
F. Grand, Esq , 
and others 

Sarah Cotgrove, Spinr of Calcutta ... 

Ditto 

In presence >1 

Edwd. Stephenson, 
Esq., and Mr 
Bryant Mason 

Mary Frost, a minor with parents’ 
consent 

Ditto 

With consent of 
Lt.-Col. Geo. Bui 
rington, Commdg 
Officer. 

Mary, Native Christian 

Ditto 

By permission of 
Lt.-Col. John 

White, Commdt. 

Elizth. Carshore, 3 pinr. 

Ditto 

By permission of 
his Captn. 


Hannah Place ... Rev. D. Mackinnon. 


Burackpora, Feb. 11, 181a, Elitth. Huraoaw. 
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Date 


Place 


1786. 

Apr 

9 

Berhampoor 

• •• 

M 

16 

)> 

• •• 

II 

3 <> 

>i 


If 

SO 

if 


II 

2 

Cawnpoor 

• 

May 

7 

Berhampooi 

... 

» 

28 

it 


» 

29 

Cawnpoor 

• M 

June 

3 

Futtyghui 

..e 

if 

I 7 

Moraudbaug 

pore. 

near Burram- 

July 

30 

Cawnpoor 

... 

Aug 

5 

Tondah 

m 

Sept 

10 

Cawnpooi 

• ft 

M 

16 

i> 


11 

7 

Howrah 

IM 

Nov 

30 

Chunnar 


Dec 

16 

Cawnpooi 

... 

i» 

18 

n 


i) 

21 

15 

... 

1787. 

Jan. 

1 

n 

... 

Mar. 

25 

Berhampoor 

• tv 

If 

4 

Cawnpoor 

• •• 

VI 

11 

n 

Ml 

II 

21 

Futtjrghur 

• • • 


Names of Bridegrooms and Profession 

Sami. Jones, Sergt. of Arty. 

Andrew Nicolas, Private 
Peter Johnston, Pte 
Robt. Sewel, Pte. 

Willm. Dobson, Bach 
John Haslip, Pte. 

Authony D’Cruz, Drummer 

John Lawder, Sergt , ist Bn. Eurn. Infy. 

Tas. Wilkinson, Leut. of Arty. 

Geo. Mence, Major, Hon. Co’s. Service 

AVillm. Bond, Seigt., ist Bn. Eurn. Infy 
John Williams 

Robt Bollom, Pte, ist Bn^Ejjpi. Infy 
Thos. Taylor, Sergt, ist Bn. Eurn. Infy 
Geo. Wight 

Thos Mallock, Corpl. of Invalids 

Antony Francis, Drummer, 4th Bn. Euin 
Infy. 

Edwd‘* Potter, Sergt., ist Bn Do. 

Nicolas Chas. Leger, 2nd Bn. Arty. 

Thos. Gill, Pte., ist Bn. Eurn. Infy. 

Peter Grunbury, Pte. 

Conrad French, and Bn. Arty 
Willm. Scarb, Corpl., is Bn. Eurn Infy. 
Geo. Hardyman, Lieut. 
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Names of*Bride3. By whom married. 


Elizth. Healy 
SopMa Matthews 
Mary Dc Rozans 
Catharine Thompson 
Catharine Moor 
Elizth. Farrow 
Elizabeth 
Nancy Legosh 
Mary Tomkyns 
Elizth. Donaldson, Spmr. 

Anne 

Martha Louisa Saunders 
Christiana Lewis 
Ann Glanvill 
Sarah Harwood 
A Native Woman 
Mary Shepherd 

Theodosia Gerard 
Nancy 


Rev. Chas. Seecotnbe. 


Rev. D. Mackinnon. 
Rev. Chas. Seecomb. 


Rev. D. Mackinnon. 

Ditto. 

Rev. Wm. Goddard, Chapn. 
4th Brigade. 

„ D. Mackinnon. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Rev. D. Brown. 

„ A. H. Barboi. 

„ D. Mackinnon 


Lucy deRosaro ... 

Miry Griffiths ... Rev. Chas. Seecomb 

Maria Magdalena D. Mackinnon 

Mary Chilby IH ♦ »•••• 

Gurtray de Miller 


Remarks. 


22 
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Date 

Place. 


Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 

1787. 




Apr 

8 

' Futtyghur 


Edward Suffolk (1) 

u 

*7 

Chunnar 

... 

Alexr Cauder, Sergt., 14th Regt. Sepoys ... 

May 

10 

Berhampoor 


Willm. Hammon Magott, Corpl. 

•) 

ao 

Cawnpoor 


John Reily, Gunner, 2nd Bn. Arty. ... 

June 

3 

Fort William 


Peter Smith, Gunner Arty 

July 

*5 

Chunnar 


Jacob Simmons, Arty. Invalids ... 


15 

Fort William Garrison 


Alexr. McCraw, Gunner Arty' 

Aug. 

it 

Cawnpoor 

... 

Abraham DeFrize, and Bn Arty. 

II 

*9 

Howrah 

... 

Daniel Bishop 

Sept 

10 

Futtygur 

... 

Geo Thorp, Fifer ... 


*3 

M 


Joseph Gascoyne 

»« 

*4 

Berhampoor 

... 

John Boujonnar 

w 

a 3 

Cawnpoor 


Richd. Elcock, Pte., 1st Eurn Bn 

M 

a 

Fort William Garrison 


Adam Rice, Bombr Arty. Invalids ... 

Oct 

7 

Futtyghur 


Joseph Silvia. 

. 

*6 

Cawnpooi 

... 

Willm. Elmes, Gunnei, 2nd Bn Arty. ... 

>1 

14 

Howrah 


Willm. Gore, Fifei 

Nov 

*7 

Dinapoor 


Stanton Penny, Esq , Surgn , 6th Eurn. Bn. ... 

»» 

25 

»i 

... 

James Spens, Captn , 73rd Eurn. Battn. 

II 

2 

Cawnpooi 

... 

John Forces, Coll 

• 

2 7 

Fort William Garrison 


Willm. Wood, # Key-Sergt 

>1 

25 

Howrah 


John Ainsley, Fife-Major ••• 

1) 

30 

II 


John Anderson, Eusign. 

Dec. 

9 

Fort William Garrison 


Thos. Ryan, Gunner Arty. ... 

II 

9 

l» 

... 

Johp Green, Sergt. Arty. 


(i) Suffolk, B. For hit ltt.r ra.rriig. m. March aa, 17S9. Mr*. Aon Suffolk buritd Jon, 8, 
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Name* of Brides. 

By whom married. 

Remarks 

Anne Botterell 

... John Gordon, Lieut. 


A Native Woman 

... Rev. A. A. Barbor. 


Anne Finker 

... „ Chas. Scecombe. 


Elizth* Brittle 
• 

... „ D. Mackinnon. 


Mary Johnston 

... ,, John Owen 


Clara 

• 

..; fl A. A. Barbor. 


Sarah, a native 

... ,, J. Owen. 


Elizabeth 

. „ D. Mackinnon 


Margaret Oliver 

... „ D. Brown 


Hannah Derozi 

Miss. Sarah Evance 

... 1 

> John Gordon [Lieut.] 


Jane L^adbeater 

... Rev. Chas. Seecombe 


Joanna 

D. Mackinnon 


Joanna, a native 

... „ J. Owen. 


Elizth. DefkJSfS 

... John Gordon, Lieut 


Lucia 

... Rev. D. Mackinnon 


Mary Proser 

,, D. Brown 


Margaret Nicol 

Isabella MacLeod 

... 1 

> „ Wm. Lewis 

... J 


Mrs. Isabella Bradley 

... „ D. Mackinnon. 


Sarah Heaison, widow 

. . „ J. Owen. 


Elizth. Ftitz 

... D. Brown, Chapn. 


4firs. Elizth. Thomas 

... Ditto. 


Maria de Rozario 

Eleanor Webber, widow 

MB 1 Rev. J. Owen, Garrison 

1 Chapn. 



1784, »t Port Willtefn. 
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PAST tr PRESENT. 


Date. 

Place. 


Names of Bridegroom! and Profession. 


1788. 





J»n. 

26 c Midnapoor 

... 

John Missing, Lieut. 

... 

Feb. 

9 

n 


Thos. Macoy, Arty. 


» 

10 

Fort William Garrison 


John Lynham, Drill Sergt., to the Garrn. 

... 

It 

3 

Howrah 

... 

Lewis Pitt 


Mar. 

*3 

Berhampoor 


David Reed 

... 

i) 

V 

Cawnpoor 


John Mackinnon, Corpl., 73rd Regt. 

MS 

>» 

9 

Fort William Garrison 


William Thomas, Pte. Infy. 

... 

May 

18 

Berhampoor 

000 

John Wingate Webster, Corpl., 3rd Bn 

... 

)» 

22 

n 


Robt. Percival Pott 


June 

1 

Fort William Garrison 

too 

Robt. Hilton, Corpl. Arty. 


>> 

13 

On the Ganges, in 
Bengal. 

Chas. Brown, Gentn., Bach. 

... 

J^y 

6 

Fort William Garrison 


Richd. LePage, Fifer Infy. 

... 

Aug. 

J 3 

Cownpoor 

Ml 

William Sibbald, Sepoy Lieut. 

... 

It 

27 

ii 

Ml 

Thos. Moore, Corpl., 73rd RegUr^ 

... 

)l 

27 

Cossimbazar 

Ml 

Edward Malone 

... 

t» 


Fort William Garrison 

• •• 

Lieut. Robt. Green, Fort Adjtt. 


>» 

3 

i» 

M • 

Robt. Healy, Corpl. Infy. 

... 

Sept. 

1 

Cawnpoor 

• •• 

John Currey, Sergt.-Major, 73rd Regt, 


11 

12 

i> 

too 

Hercules Anderson, Corpl., and Bn. Arty. 


ii 

12 

11 

00« 

Adam Gordon, Corpl., 73rd Regt. (1) 

M 

n 

*7, 

Barrackpore 

Ml 

Thos. Dorrington 

» •• 

>1 

14 

Ft. Wm, Garrison 

• fV 

Geo. Wooley, Fifer, Infy. 

see 


(i) Gordon, A. ft S. Btngal Obituary, p. 348, A!m Wenfer : Story of tht Ut Batar Ch. 
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Names of Brides 

Ann Palmer Chambers 
Mary Ann Baker 

Mary Manwanng, widow 
Johanna D'Rozario, widow 
Maria Pelarozer 
Elizth. Kempel 
Sarah Hendrick 
Ann Alford 

Miss Sarah Cruttenden 

Ann Beck, widow 

Henrietta Luard of Calcutta, Spmr. 

Mary Derozara 
Mary Reed 
Christian Craig 
Ann Batley 

Lucy Evance 

Anna Vice, Sipmr. 

Martha Gordon 
Christian Munro 
Susanna, & native 

Martha Bacon 
Sophia Snoff, Spinr. 


By whem married 

... J. Peiarce 


... Rev. J. Owen. 

... ,, D. Brown 

„ C Seecombe 
„ A. H Barbor, 

... „ O. Brown 

... „ C Seecombe 

... Rev D Biown 

P Mackinnon, Chapn 
1 st En Bn 

D. Brown 

A A. Barbor, Field 
Chapn 

... Mr Fras LeGros 

... Robartes Carr, Chapn. at 
Barrackpore 

... D. Brown, Garrn. Chapn 
••• 

Rev. A. A. Barbor, 
Field Chapn. 

!»• 4 

... „ Robartes Carr. 

... ,, D. Brown. 



Remark#. 


No Chapn then 
residing at Bar- 
rumpore 


*3 
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BENGAL : PAST & PRESENT . 


Date. 

Place 

Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 

r 

1788. 



Oct. 4 

Calcutta 

... Lieut. Jas. Roker 

if 

»> 

... Thos. Templeton (1) 

„ 19 

Dinapore 

... John Knight Drum, Major, 6 th En. Bn. 

37 

Cawnpore 

... Anthony DeRoza 

Nov. 15 

Calcutta 

... Capt. Thos. Herriott 

„ *3 

Dinapore 

... Jas, McCormick Drummer, 6 th En. Bn. 

Dec 7 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... Stephen Holmes, Pte. Infy 

„ ** 

»» 

... Samuel Middleditch, Pte. Infy. 

1789. 



Jan 4 

Cawnpore 

... Jas Fell 

*9 

Barrackpore 

... Julius Griffiths, Bach 

Feb 17 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... Joshua Parker, Segt. Infy. 

Mar 12 

Cawnpore 

... Wm. Molyneaux Marston, Batflft. Lieut. 
Sepoy Bn. 

» 9 

Bariampore 

... Capt John Fenwick, Batchi 

1 . *4 

f f 

... Alexr. Orme, Major of Brigade, Batchr. 

>• A 5 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

David Blake, Corpl. Infy. 

1 > 22 

>1 

... Edwd. Suffolk, Pte. Infy. (2} 

Apr 12 

Danapore 

... Henry Nelson, Pte., and Bn. Eurn. Infy. 

.. 26 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... Gabriel Kemp, Pte. Infy, 


(1) Templeton, T., Attorney. 'Bengal Obituary^ p, 198. For his first wife (Margaret) see Bengal 
Skinner, C. B. See ]. Baitlie Fraser's kfily. Memoir of that distinguished officer. T. Templeton 

(2) Suffolk E. For former marriage see April 8, 1787. Mrs. Mary Suffolk buried Sept. 16.41790, 




MARRIAGES IN BENGAL, 1781—1800, 9* 


Names of Brides. 

By whom married. 

Rimarks. 

Ann. Robinson ... j 

Margaret Skinner ... J 

Rev. R. Carr, Chapn. 
at Barrackpore. 


Elizabeth Robertson 

„ W. Lewis 


Mary ftozey 

,, A. A. Barbor. 


Diana Hill, widow 

„ R Carr, Chapn 

Barrackpore. 


Mary, a native 

,, W Lewis 


Hannah, a native 

Elizth. Topher, a native 

* „ D Brown 


Isabella Williams 

„ A. A. Barbor 


FJi/a Thdrne Seecombe, Spinr 

„ Chas. Seecombe, 

Clerk. 

Present — Geo Dan 
dridge & Rev 
R, Carr 

Mary Harris, widow 

,, D Brown. 


Khz. Phillip, widow 

„ W. Lewis 


'Charlotte MaHa Powell, Spinr. 

„ D Mackinnon 

In presence Capt 

P Powell & 
John Powell 

Hannah Mary Fortnom, Spinr. 


In presence of 
Capt. P. W 
Douglas & Sam 
Wood 

Mary, anajive 

Mary Oliver 

Rev D Brown 


F^eth. Sumudra, a native woman 

Rev. John’Loftie 


Catherine de Rozario, a native 
Portuguese. 

„ D. Brown. 



Obituary, p. 178. She was a daughter of Capt, Hercules Skinner and an elder sister of U.«Col Jas 

remarried, Jan. 13, 1803 Miss Sophia Murdoch. 

at Fori William. Suffolk had in the meantime been promoted to Corporal 
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Dat. 

1789. 

Place. 

Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 

May 

3 

Patna 

... Wm. Dixon ... 

») 

10 

Danapoi e 

... Thos. Newton, Quarter-Master, Sergt.,. 5th Bn. 
Sepoys. 

» 

10 

11 

... Sami. Cady, Pte., 6th Burn. Bn. 

it 

37 

Rangamatty 

... Edwd. Close, Esq., of Rangamatty, Batchr. ... 

June 

18 

Cawnpore 

... Jas. Charter, Sergt.-Major, ist Regt. CaVy. ... 

»» 

H 

Barrackpore 

... Gentle Bonner, Bach. 

>» 

14 

Ft Wm. Garrison 

... Willm, Wilson, Pte. Infy. 

July 

10 

Patna 

... Crichton Frazer, Asst. Surgn. Hon. Co s 
Service, Bach, (i) 



12 

Dinapore 

... Walter Stafford, Pte., 3nd Eurn. Bn. 

• to 

it 

29 

M 

... Willm. Deviers, Fifer in the same Battn. 

f •• 

Aug. 

9 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... John Wall, Sergt. of Arty. 

• on 

» 

9 

»> 

... John Davis, Matross of Arty. 

... 

I’ 

30 

n 

... Humphrey Stephens, Matross of Arty. 


yy 

S 

Cawnpore 

... Joseph Tendrill, Corpl., ist Bn. Arty. 



13 

>7 

... Lieut. Thos. ^harton (*) 

... 

»» 

16 

») 

... Antonius Josephus, a Musician 

•• 

Sept. 

37 

Burrampore 

... Willm. Breeze, Fife-Major, ist Burn, 
widower (j). 

Bn, 


(i) Frazer, Mrs. C. A , daughter of Chapin. Blanttard, set Outgntion Marriages, 1781, March 13 
Talleyrand. 

(a) Wharton, Lt. T. For the lady who wasf resumably his second wife see B$ngal OHtuary t p. 3 ^ 9 * 
(3) Breese, W. Buried Berhtropore, July 6, 1791. Mrs. C. Breeze rema rr ie d, 1791, Nov. 9 f. 
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Names of Brides. 


By whom married. Remarks 


Anne Segny. 
Anna Drogara 


1 

1 Rev John Loft le. 


Alice limans, an European woman 

Marrianne Collinson of Bauleah, 
Spinr. 

Margaret Cntichy, widow 
Mary Harrieson, Spinr. 


J 


1) Mackinnon, Chapn 
Burrampore 

Wm Lewn. 

R Carr 


Charlotte Marzanna Tumi, a native ,, I). Biown 

woman. 

Charlotte Blanshard, Spinr ... Geo Frans Giand, Ksq , No clergyman be 

Judge & Magistrate. ing at hand. Pre- 

sent, Lt.-Col. A. 
Hardy, Betty 
Hardy his wife, 
And others 


Christiana Beem, widow of the late 
Conard Beem. 

Mary Dorag^tro, an Hindu 

Elizth. Bolton, Spinr. 

Mary Morton 

Elizth. Rice, widow 

Mary Black, daughter of Corpl Jas. 
Black of the same Corps 

Sarah Paulina Skardon, daughter of 
the late Lieut. Skardon. 

Anne Petruse, widow «*• 

Catharine Rosar of Calcapore, Spinr. 


Rev John Loftie. 


Rev. I) Brown 


Wm. Lewis. 


D. Mackinnon. 


It is interesting to note that the f above couple wire married by the first husband of the Pnncesse dt 


*4 
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BENGAL : PAST & PRESENT 


Date 

Place. 

Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 


1789. 

Nov. 31 

Dinapore 

... John Gaistin, Capt. of Engrs. (1) 

Ml 

,t 1 

Burrampore 

... John Parker, Pte. Soldier 

• «# 

Doc. as 

Dinapore 

... Cornelius Bird, Bach., Hon. Co's. Civil 
vice. 

Ser- 

1790. 

J*n- 3 

Chunar 

... David Williams, Sergt., widower 


». *4 

it 

0 

... Michael Petty, Matross, Bach. 

•• 

•. 5 

Burrampore 

... Willm. Shaw, Corpl. 

••• 

»» 3 

Ft Wm. Garrison 

... Willm. Stephenson, Matross of Arty 

... 

» 24 

«t 

... John Horn, Fife-Major, 76th Regt 

... 

Feb. ai 

Chunar 

... Willm. Hastings, Lieut. Bach 


M 15 

Dinapore 

... Jas Arnold, Bach 

... 

.. 6 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... Willm. Cruickshanks, Sergt. of Arty. 

... 

Mar. 25 

Dinapore 

... Robt. Blair, Capt., 2nd Eum. Bn. Bach 


, 21 

Ft Wm Garrison 

... Richd Warden, Pte. Infy. 


Apr. 4 

Chunar 

... Joseph Galissel,' Matross, Bach. 

... 

1791 . 

May 30 

[ Burrampore 

... John Davjes, Corpl. 

••• 

„ a 

Cawnpore 

... John Cavennough, Pte. Soidr. 

• •• 


(i) Gars tin, Major-Genl. J. See Buckland, Diet, of Indian Biog, also Bengal Obituary , p. I27i 
(a) 1 Durham, H. E. Probably a daughter of Hercules Durham, see Bushed. 
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Names of Brides. 

By whom married. 

Rsmarks 

Mary Loftie, daughter of Rev. John 
LorrtB And Charlotte, his wife. 

Rev, J. Loftie. 


Elizth. Carmichael, Spinr. 

„ D. Mackinnon 

... Marriage not no- 
tified at Calcutta 
till March 1790, 
too late for the 
transcript per 

B e r ring (on 
despd. in Feby. 
(Sd.) T. B. pan- 
shard]. 

Ann Elizth. Ewens, Spinr. both of 
Patna. 

,, R. Carr 

Ditto. 

Rose, a native Proselyte to Chris 
tianity, single woman. 

Lieut. Henry Scott 

... In the absence ot 
the Chaplain. 

Sarah, a native Proselyte, single 
woman. 

Rev. D. Mackinnon. 


Mary, a native woman 

„ A. A. Barbot. 


Judith Myrrell 

Elizth. Barnes, widow ... , 

| D. Brown 


*Elizth. Vickers, Spinr. 

„ D. Mackinnon 


Rosina DeRozario, Spinr. 

„ R. Can. 


Elizth. Hughes, widow 

„ D. Brown. 


Herculina Eliza Durham, Spinr.(2) ... 

„ R. Carr. 


Sarah Hotham, widow 

„ D. Brown. 


Nancy, native Proselyte, single 
.woman. 

,, D. Mackinnon. 


Catherine, a native 

„ A. A. Barbor. 


Elizth. Thomson 

„ J. Loftie. 



and p. 76 of latter M Mr* Garstin. 
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.• PAST &• PRESENT. 

Date 


Place. 


Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 

« 

1790 





June 

6 

Burrrampore 


Jas. Davis, Pte. 

n 

*5 

n 

... 

Edwd. Turner, Surgn. 

«> 

*7 

ti 

... 

Richd. Tauenor, Pte. 


5 

Cawnpore 

... 

Andrew Pringle, Capt., 3rd Burn. Bn. (1) 

u 

20 

11 

... 

Jas. Ferguson, Fifer. 

July 

2 

Burrampore 

... 

Lieut. Geo. Heard 

it 

6 

Cawnpore 


Wm , Pond, Pte. Soldr. 

li 

18 

Ft Win Garrison 


John Mackenzie, Pte. Infy. 

Aug 

*5 

Dacca 

• at 

Jas. Ayton, of Dacca, Bach. 

If 

19 

Burrampore 

• it 

John Kendal, Matross, Bach. 

n 

30 

Chittagong 

... 

Edwin Lloyd, Lieut, of Sepoys 

Sept. 

5 

Burrampore 

... 

Abraham Hensworth, Drummer 

11 

3 

Dmapore 

... 

Drummond Hume, of Ft. tyfarlbrough, a 
Bach. 

n 

19 

Chunar 

... 

Joshua Tweedy, Sergt., Bach. 

Oct 

2 

n 


John Ellicock, Sergt. and Musician, Bach. . 

n 

*7 

11 

... 

Allen Boauhisent, Pte. Soldr. 

il 

30 

Monshife 

• at 

Wm. Anderson, Asst. Surgn., Co’s. Service*... 

If 

1 

Burrampore 

• at 

John Powell, Capt. of Infy. 

II 

17 

Ft Wm. Garrison 

• •• 

Jeremiah Clay, Pte. of Infy. 

Nov. 

6 

Cawnpore 

IIS 

Thos. Ckarles, 1st Bn. Arty. 

11 

is 

11 

IM 

W/n. Fawcett, Drummer, 3rd Eurn. Bn.. 


(i) Pringle, C«pt. For the Pringle family, see B. P, fir P„ Vol. IV. 
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Names of Brides. 


By whom married 

Remarks 

Susanna, a native 

1 



Ann Alexander, Spinr. 


Rev. A. A. harbor. 


Maria; Baptist 

Miss tordelia Fortnom 

Sarah Ramsay, a native 

« • • 

• ,, J Loftie. 


Elizth. Williams 

Ml 

A. A. Barbor 


Elizth. Philips, a native 

... 

,, I Loftie. 


Phillis Newton, widow 


„ D. Brown. 


Margt. Burgess, of Dacca, Spinr 


„ Win. Douglas, Esq , 
Colli. 

No person in holy 
orders being within 
a hundred miles 
of that dist. 

Hannah, a native, widow 

IH 

„ D Mackinnon 


Ann Speeler, Spinr. 

... Shearman Bird, Esq.,Collr. No person in holy 

Orders being in or 
near that dist. 

Lucy, a native 

... Rev, A. A. Barbor 


Maria Mannington of Ft. Marlbrough, 
widow. 

,, R. Carr 


Mary Bristow Spinr., aged 14 years, 
with consent of parents. 

,, D. Mackmon. 


Ann a native 




Paulina deRozario, Spinr. 

•• 



Jean Turnbull 


Rev. Paul Limrick. 


Prudence Noble, Spinr, 


„ A. A. Barbor. 


Rifetb. Burton, Spinr. 

... 

„ D. Brown. 


Amelia Davis 

Mary Philips 


„ J. Loftie, 

Ditto ••• 

1 Marriages not 
> known at the 

J Presidency till 
June 1791. 


25 
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PAST 6 * PRESENT. 

Date. 

Place. 

Names of Bridegrooms and Profession 

1790. 



Dec. 

19 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... Wm. Squires, Sergt. Arty. 

» 

26 

n 

... Jas Dailey, Pte Infy. 

n 

s 

Chunar 

... Geo. Fredk. Lawrence, widower 

n 

22 

Patna 

• 

... Chas. Blanshard, Bach. 

-• 

26 

Baugulpore 

Jas. Grant, Esq., Coll, at Baugulpore 

1791 




Jan 

I 

Chunar 

... John Mason, Pte. Soldr. Bach. 

n 

2 

n 

... John Carroll, Pte. Soldr. Bach. 

11 

20 

Patna 

... John Gray, Bach, of Patna 

11 

3 ° 

Beerbhoom 

... Chas. Kegan, Asst. Surgn., Hon. Co’s Service 

11 

*5 

Cawnpore 

... Richd Goldspring, native 

Feb 

9 

Benares 

... Thos Lenox Napier Sturt, Esq , e»f Chunar, 
Bach. (1) 

i) 

2 

Burrampore 

... Jas. Sparks, Corpl. 

M 

6 

Ft. Wm Garrison 

... Chas. Grierson, Sergt. Arty 

11 

15 

n 

... Sami. Chill, Sergt. Infy. 

Apr 

3 

11 

Wm. Mislebrook, Corpl. ( 2 ) 

f 1 

6 

11 

... John Fitch, Pte. Infy. 

J I 

T 5 

Dinapore 

Richd. Belford, Bach, (3) ••• 

May 

3 

Dinapore 

.. Jas. Elde**, Bach 

11 

16 

Monghyr 

.. Jas. Laird, 6 Bach., Surgn., Hon. Co’s. Service 


(i) Sturt, T. L. N. Shown in Directory for 1795 as a CivihServant in Military Duty, Dopy 
(a) Mislebrook W. Buried, Apr. 2, 1792. See note under Williams, Mrs,, 1799, June 3. 

(3) Belford, Mrs. A. For her second marriage see, 1793, June 6. 
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Names of Brides. 


By whom married. 

Remarks 

Alice Woodburn, widow 

Mary Gordon, Spinr. 

J 

-Rev. D. Brown. 


Anno, native Proselyte, Spinr 

... 

,, D. Mackinnon 


Rose deRozario, widow 

• •• 

„ R Carr 


Harriot Montague, Spinr. of Baugul; 
port. 

Ditto 

Return not received 
till 4th Mar 1791 

Rosaria DeMaria Spinr. 

Margt. DeRozara, Spinr. 

:) 

►Rev. D. Mackinnon 


Sarah Bailey, Spinr. 

... 

,, R. Carr 


Nancy Keating, Spinr. of Beerbhoom 

„ T Blanshard, Si 
Chapn. Presy 


Antoina Jone (Sic.) a native 

... 

„ J. Loftie. 


Jainette Wilson, of Benares, Spun 

... 

,, 1) Mackinnon 


Mary, a native 


„ A. A Harbor 


Anna Brown, Spinr. 

Ann Apsley, widow 


| ,, D. Brown 


Elizth. Pell, Spinr. 

Elizth. Ross, Spinr. 

... 

„ I) Brown 


Ann Veoion, Spinr. 

••• 

„ R. Carr 


Ei'-zth. Amey, Spinr 

• • • 

„ R Carr. 


Eliza Ellerker, Spinr. of Monghyr 

A. 

Ditto. 



Paymaster at Chunar. 
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Date 

Place 

Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 


• 79 1, 

May 19 

Chittagong 

... John Reid, Surgn., Hon. Co's. Service 



n 

8 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... Anthony Peter Hazell Nott. 

» 

9 

Chandernagore 

... Stephen Prelaz, Lieut., Hon. Eng. E. I. Co's 
Service. 

June 

22 

Dinapore 

... John McGrath, Bach., Lieut, of Dinapore ... 

11 

24 

Ft Wm. Garrison 

... Daul. O’Bryen, Garrn., Sergt.-Major 

July 

24 

Cawnpore 

Fras. Buzalt, Drummer, 3rd Eurn. Bn. 

M 

3 i 

Burrampore 

... Richd. Taylor, Pte., 1st Eurn. Battn. 

Aug 

7 

Burrampore 

... Robt. Starky 

1 ) 

21 

n 

... John Homan 

»» 

8 

Ft. Wm Garrison 

... Alex. Savile Shand 

Sept 

25 

Burrampore 

... Jas. Clark, Corpl. 


29 

Ft. Win. Garrison 

Angus Gunn, Musician, Leader of the Arty 
Band. (1). 

Oct. 

12 

Cossimbazar 

... Thos. Browne, Esq., Sr. Mercht., Co’«; 
Service. 

1 

1 

Ft Wm, Garrison 

... Peter Mills, Drummer 

11 

*4 

Chunar 

... Geo. Quimlll, Matross Arty 

Nov. 

10 

Burrampore 

... Andrew Black, Lieut. 

»» 

2 9 

11 

.. Geo. Milifr, Pte. Soldr. (a) 

(1) Gunn, Mrs. I was the mother by a previous marriage, of the two Misses Margaret and Mary 
Baptist Missionary. 

(a) Miller, Mrs. C. See note under Marriages, 1789, Sept. ay. 
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Names ok Brides. 

By whom married. 

Remarks 

Ann. Boileau, Spinr, of Chittagong,.. 

Shearman Bird, Esq , Collr. 

No Protestant Cler- 
gyman being at 
or near that place. 
Married a second 
time in Calcutta 
Church on ist 
Dec 1791 

Cecilia DeRozario, a native 

Rev. D. Brown. 


Frances Boularot, widow, native of 
France. 

„ W. Lewis 


Mary McCabe, Spinr of Patna 

„ R. Carr 


Christian Anderson, widow 

„ D Brown 


Catherine Mackenzie 

„ J Loftie. 


Ann, a native 

,, A. A. Barbor 


Rotab,*a native ... 

Ann, a native 

| Rev A A Barbor 


Elizth. Fill, widow 

„ D. Brown 


Mary, a*native 

„ A A Barbor 


Isabella Kincey, widow, Mistress 
of the Calcutta Free School. 

,, D. Brown. 


Rhodah Browne, Spinr 

„ A. A. Barboi 


Charlotte Cox, Spinr. 

,, D Brown 


Phebe Spurrier, Spinr. 

Lieut. Thos. Cowley, Aug. 
Adjtt. Corps, of Invds , 
Chunar 

No accounts of this 
marriage at the 
Presdy. till 10th 
March 1792. 

(Sd). T B 

Charlotte Droz, Spinr. 

Rev A, A. Barbor. 


Catoo Breeze, widow of Wra. Breeze. 



Kincey who married respectively Felix and William Carey, the sons of Dr. W. Carey, the eminent 

j6 
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Dat*. 

Place. 

Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 


1791. 




Nov. 

29 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... Jas. Towe, Pte. of Infy. 


Dec. 

r 1 

n 

... Wm. Hayhurst, Gunner, Arty. 


- 

17 

Burrampore 

... John Carige, Lieut. 


179a. 




Jan. 

r 3 

Cawnpore 

... John Turner, Bach. 

• ••• 

is 

8 

Burrampore 

Jos. Clark, Pte. Soldr. 

... 

11 

33 

11 

... Geo. Fox, ditto 


n 

*4 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... Owen Linard, Matross Arty. (1) 

IM 

Feb 

12 

Barrackpore 

... John Baptist, Native Christian 


1) 

7 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

Luke Bray, Sergt. of Infy. (2) * 

• • • 

n 

XI 

11 

... Christopher Dalton, Sergt.-Major 


Mar 

4 

Barrackpore 

... John Shipway, Sergt.-Major, 30th Bn. Sepoys 

- 

1 1 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... Wm. Bowman, Pte. Infy. 

... 

Apr 

5 

Chunar 

... Thos. Brady, Matross, Invalids 

... 

M 

15 

i> 

... Jas. Black, ditto 

... 

j? 

8 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... Archd. McGregor, Matross 

... 

May 

1 1 

Chunai 

... Thos Moor, Pte. Infy. Invds. 

... 

u 

<3 

11 

... Zachariah Gardam, Corpl Arty, invds. 

... 

n 

28 

ti 

... Wm. Casier, Corpl, Arty, Invds. 

... 

n 

26 

Burrampore 

... Robt. Maxwell, Capt. 


n 

14 

Barrackpore 

... Wm. More,, Asst, Surgn., Co’s Service, aged 
31 yrs. 


(\) Linard, 0, (should be Leonard). See Wenger : Story of tho Lai Baaar Church. 
(a) Bray, L. See note under Outstation Marriages, 1786, March 11. 
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Names of Bribes. 


By whom married 


Elizth. Depore, widow ... Rev, D. Brown. 

Mary Dick, Spinr. ... 

Eleanor Smith, Widow of Lieut. Rev. A A. Barbor 
Thos Smith 


Mary White, Spinr. 

Mary, a native 
Mary Manoo, a native 

Mary Boodry, Spinr. 

Jenny Cruse, native Christian 

Ann Chesterman, widow 
[Blank] Gardiner, widow 

Anne Knott, widow 
Hannah, a native 

Anne, a native Spinr. 

Mary, ditto 
Phillis Mackenzie, widow 

Flora, a Native Spinr 
Mary, ditto 

Mary Anne, ditto 

Aurora Catherine Smith 

Miss Catharine Lautanhire, aged 23 yrs. 

* 





„ R, Carr. 

,, A. A Barbor 

„ D Brown 
„ J. Loftie 

„ D. Brown 

„ J. Loftu 
„ D. Bro\s n 

„ W. Lewis 

„ D Biown 

„ W Lewis 

„ A. A Barbor 
„ J. Loftie 


Remarks 



io4 


BENGAL : PAST & PRESENT. 


Date 

Place. 

Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 

1792. 



May 6 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... Robt. Askam, Corpl., Infy. 

>, *3 

II 

... John Brown, Q rpl. Arty. 

H 13 

ll 

... John Rivers, Pte. Infy. 

H *7 

i) 

... Peter Rollings, ditto 

June 12 

Gauzipore 

... Gervas Robinson, of Juaunpore, Gent., Bach 

»> 3 

Ft Wm. Garrison 

... Wm. Williams, Sergt. Infy. (1) 

p M 


... Wm. Carbett, ditto 

„ « 

Dinapore 

... Jas. Jackson, Bach. 

I, 17 

11 

... Wm. Cullender, Drummer 

July 6 

Chunar 

... John DeRosara, Drum-Major 

11 l 5 

it 

Geo. Fletcher, Pte. Infy. Invalids 

n a* 

Dmapur 

... -Wm. Casteel, Sergt., 2nd Eurn. Bn. 

I, II 

Cawnpore 

... Wm. Dodd, Sergt, 3rd En. Bn. 

n 15 

i» 

... Jas. Concannon, Drummer, 3rd En. Bn. 

Aug, 5 

Dinapore 

... Geo. Dyer, Corpl., 6th En. Bn. 

M 5 

Ft. Wm Garrison 

... John Alcock Smith, Pte. Infy. 

6 

•1 

... Wm. King, Corpl. Arty. 

„ 1 * 

n 

... Thos. Low, Matross of Arty. 

it 26 

it 

... Wale Byro, Sergt. of Arty. (2) 

>. I* 

Chunar 

... Leomiah Spurrier, Matross, Invalids 

Sept 19 

Chunar 

... Thos. Miller, Ete. Infy., Bdch. 

II 19 

t> 

... Pedro deSylva, Fifer, Bach. 

(1) Williams, Mrs. See note under Mislebrook, W. 1791, Apr. 3. Possibly her Christian name 

(2) Byrn, W., died, Howrah, Jan. 10, 1808, aged 44, 8} months. By his former wife he was the 
second wife, Mrs. M Byrne became Head Mistress of the Lower Orphan School and died Dec. 31* 
whom see Stark and Madge East Indian Worthies. 





MARRIAGES IN BENGAL , 1781—1800. 
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Namas of Brides 


By whom married. Remarks 


Ann Elliott, Spinr. 

Saratt Macdonald, widow 


VRev D Brown 


Ann, a native 
Ann, ditto 

Emily D' Aguilar of Benares, Spinr 
Mary Mislebrooke, wjdow 
Jane Dewer, Spinr 
Eli7th Ellis, Spinr 
Eli/th Pearse, an orphan 
Mary, a native, Spinr. 

Catherine Fertngham, a native, Spin! 
Magdalene Rodrigues 

( athenne Henry, widow 
Elizth Goldspring, Spin* 

Boosah Johannah 




») 


11 


i) 


D, Mackmnon 

D Brown 

R Carr 

W Lewis 

P Limrick 

R Carr 

P Limrick 


barah Mar nan, Spinr 
Fiances Stewart, widow 
Margt Hughes, widow 
Mary Christian, Soinr 


D. Brown 


Fhzth a native, Spinr 


W. Lewis. 


Mary, a Native, Spfnr 
Lettilia deRozara, Spinr 



VV Lewis. 


has been misstated 

father of Lt -Col. John Byrne, C. B , who had been A -D.*C., to Lords Bentinck and Auckland His 
1834, (not 1834, as stated in the Bengal Obituary) They were the parents of Wale Byrne for 


2 7 


io6 


BENGAL : PAST & PRESENT. 


Date. 

Place 

Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 


1792 . 




Sept. 

9 

Dinapore 

Robt. Laurence, Matross Arty. 

... 


12 

11 

... John Roberts, S?tgt., 6th En. Bn. 

1 

... 

11 

20 

Midnapore 

... John Harris 

... 

11 

2 

Ft. Wm. Garrlsson 

... Martin Shock, Sergt. Infy. 

... 


5 

ii 

... Chas. Christr. Francis, Sergt. 

... 

«i 

5 

11 

... Wm. Jackson Wynne, Sergt.-Major 


n 

9 

11 

... John Fletcher, Drummer Infy. 

... 

11 

16 

i> 

... Archd. Jaffray, Gunner Arty. 

Mt 

Oct 

8 

13 u train pore 

... Jos. Fletcher, Lieut. 

... 

>1 

*4 

Chunar 

... Thos. Finningham, Pte. Invalids 

... 

11 

28 

•i 

.... Arthur Maston, Sergt.-Major. 


it 

9 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... Geo. Wassail, Corpl. Infy. 

hi 

Nov. 

16 

11 

... Jas. Davidson, Matross Arty 

•11 

}i 

18 

i> 

... Wm. Cruise, Matross Arty. 

ii. 

n 

*5 

11 

... Wm. Squires, Sergt. Arty. 

••• 

ii 

a 9 

11 

... Wm. Nicholl, Sergt., 79th Royal Regt. 

»•# 

„ 

18 

Chunar 

... Manuel Rosa, Fifer Invalids 

•11 

ii 

19 

11 

... John Butler, Supg. Sergt. Invalids 

hi 

n 

28 

>1 

... Peter Detart, Pte. Infy. Invalids 

... 

ii 

9 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... Fras. Milner, Matross Arty* 

• M 

ii 

30 

Chunar 

... Jos. Nicholas, Pte. Invalids 

• • 

it 

*5 

Cawnpore 

Hy. Fitzgerald. Sergt., and En. Bn. 

• •a 

11 

3 1 

u 

... John Jones, Matross 


ti 

14 

Burrampore 

•«t Thos. Hawkins,- Lieut. 





MARRIAGES IN BENGAL, 1731—1800. 


107 


Names of Brides. 


By whom married. Rimarks 


Mary, a native 
Mary* Anne Cheree 
Elizth. Burton 

Elizth. Amelia Ellis, Spinr. 

Anne Scotten Harne]!, Spinr. 

Sarah Rodlier, widow 

Rozara Secarar, Spinr. 

Marian Peters, Spinr. 

Charlotte Catts, Spim. 

Elizth. a native ... ] 

't 

Hannah Smith, Spinr. ... J 

Isabella Watts, widow 

Anne Palmer, Spim. 

Jane Corbett, widow 
Elizth. Fitzgerald, widow 
Elenor Hammell, widow 

Isabella, a native 
Isabella, a Native Spinr. 

Magdalena, a Native Spinr. 

Catherine Reed, widow 
Elizth. a Native Spinr. 

Elizth. Wolf, widow 
Elizth. Isaacs, Spinr. 

Maria Magdalena Droz, Spinr. 


Rev. P. Limrick. 

Cosby Burrowes, Esq .. No person in 

holy orders 
being near 

Rev 0 Brown. 

,, A A Batbor 

W. Lewis. 

1) Brown. 

Ditto. 

| Rev W. Lewi 1 . 

„ 1). Brown. 

„ W. Lewis. 

R. Carr. 


A A. Harbor. 



io8 BENGAL • PAST & PRESENT . 


Date. 

Place 


Names of Bridegrooms and Profession 


1793 

Jan 1 

Burrampore 

••• 

Wm Wright, Corpl 

••• 

„ «o 

Barrackpore 

... 

Wm Patterson, Bach 


n «5 

11 

... 

Wm Beatson, Bach 

.. 

*8 

M 

• 

Pat Brady, Sergt , Bach 

e»« 

,, 6 

Dinapore 

... 

Alexr Nowell, Esq , Bach 

... 

» 1 3 

>> 

... 

John Domingo, Drummer, a native 

... 

u 30 

Cawnpoie 

... 

Jos Bolton, Bach 

ee* 

Feb 1 

Bhagulpore 

see 

Thos Brooke, Esq , Collr. of Shahabad 

• • * 

Mar 1 2 

Barrack pore 

set 

John Rotton, Capt of Infy Hon 
Service. 

Co\ 


Dinapore 

a a • 

Wm Ridley, Lieut., 32nd Bn. Nat Infy 


m 34 

Chunar 

tee 

Sami Harding, Pte Invds 





Anthony Batavia, Pte , Invds 

... 

Apr 7 

Ft Wra Garrison 

tee 

Geo Whitehead, Pte Infy 


» 7 

.. 


John Bull, Drummer, Infy 


M 14 

,, 

ees 

Wm Turner, Gunner Arty 

see 

,, M 

«• 

e ee 

John Whitehouse, Matross Arty 

• it 

a 14 

11 

... 

Wm Hopkins, Fife Major 

• #« 

>. T 7 

n 

... 

James Murray, Condi of Ordce 

ee* 

I. 31 


... 

John Brown Sergt Infy 


„ 31 

11 

... 

Chas Dawson, Matross Arty. 

... 

„ 38 

11 

• • t 

Richd. Minns, Sergt. Infy. 


.. 7 

Cawnpore 

ee# 

Edwd. Mann, Drummer, N I. 


1 . 38 

H 

eta 

Thos. Logwood, Drummer, and En. Bn 

• 

n 7 

Futtyghur 

a ee 

Wm. Do/al 

... 


(i) Nowell, Mrs. M. T. For an account of her former husband, Lt.-Col H, Watson, who was 
Buckland ; Dictionary of Indian Biography . A portrait of him appears in the 4th edn. of Bustted's 
(a) Ridley, Mrs. M Sister to Mrs. M. Templeton. See Marriages, Oct. 16, 1788. 
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Namts of Brides. 


By whom married 


Remarks. 


Mary, a native 
Maria Baptista, widow 
Anna Torians, Spinr. 

Elizth. a Christian 
Maria Teresa Watson, widow, 1 elict 


Rev. A. A. Barboi. 


J. Loftie. 


of Lt.-Col. Henry Watson. ( 1) 

Elizth. Ann Cross, widow, a native 

.. j 

• „ P. Limrick. 

Sarah Phillips Spinr. 

••• 

„ R. Can 

Anna Maria Stuart, Spinr. 

... 

,, P. Limrick. 

Sarah Harriott, Spinr. 

... 

,, J. Loftie. 

Mary Skinner, Spinr. daughtei 
Capt. Hercules Skinner. (2) 

of 

,, P. Limrick 

Elizth. a native, Spinr. 

... ] 
t 

i M W. Lewi:. 


JLucy a native, Spini 
Isabella Allen, widow 
Mary Hughes, Spinr. 
Sophia Ewald, widow 
Clizth. Jones, Spinr. 
Sarah Heack, Spinr. 
Mary Mayes, Spinr. 
Margt., Hewitt, Spinr. 
Sophia Womans 
Mary Wyvil, widow 
Margt., Riddock, Spinr. 
Ann Domingo, Spinr. 
Mary Domingo 


D. Brown. 


R. Carr. 
Thos. Clark. 


Chief Engineer, Berigal and who acted as Francis's second in the famous duel with Hastings, see 
Schott, 


218 




o 


BENGAL : PAST & PRESENT 


Date 

Place. 


Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 

* 793 - ' 
May 5 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... 

Hans. Mallom, Pte. Infy. 

1. I* 

71 


Thos. Norman, ^0. do. ... 

>. *5 

77 

... 

j 

Wm. B^gendefy Corpl. Arty. 

7, 26 

77 

e ee 

Thos. McDonongh, Pte. Infy. 

n M 

On the Ganges 
Calcutta. 

near 

Wm. King Jackson of Barrickura near Dacca, 
Bach. (3) 

u 5 

Chunar 


Wm. Smith, Pte. Invds. 

a 1* 

17 

• M 

John Dinniger, do. 

7 . 1* 

77 

... 

John Simmons, Matross Invd& 

n 19 

77 

Ml 

Wm. Watkins, Sergt., Invds. 

June 9 

Ft Wm. Gairison 

* 

Richd Willthey Sergt. 76th Regt. 

7. " 

17 

e ee 

Wm Miller, Gunner Arty. 

,1 30 

Dinapore 

# 

Gideon Pitt, 5th Eurn. Bn. 

7 3 

Cawnpore 

... 

John Govnor Mai shall, Bach., Sergt -Maioi, 
14th Bn. N. I. 

July 7 

Ft Wm Garmon 

... 

John Wade, Gunner Arty. 

„ 6 

Cawnpore 

... 

John Brown, Drummer, i8thBn 

„ 6 

77 

... 

Chas Philips, Fifer. 18th Bn. 

.1 7 

77 

... 

Fraser Daniel Drummer, 18th Bn. 

Aug. 18 

Danapore 

... 

Geo. Macy, Sergt.-Major 

Sept. 34 

77 

... 

Jas. Hammond, Lieut. 3rd Bn. N. I. 

,7 15 

Futtyghui 

... 

John Richardson, Lieut. (5) 

,1 10 

Ft. W. Garrison 

•• 

John Fraser, Pte. 76th Regt. 

7 , 26 

«j 

•• 

John Grant, Corpl. do. 

u 29 

if 

Mt 

Nathl. Lamb, Corpl Arty. 

. Oct. 37 

Danapore 

Ml 

Zechariah Gillard, Corpl 6th Bn. Eurn. Infy. 


(3) Jackson W. K« A trader by profession, arrived 1793 by the Athol ; subsequently became 

(4) Marshall, Mrs. A. For her former marriage see April 15, 1791. 

(5) Richardson, Mrs, J, L. Bengal Obituary, p. 181. Possibly sister of the Miss Aant Deoonaire 
the 8th Lord* 
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Names of Brides. 

Johanna, a native 

Ann Clarke, Spinr. 

Diana McCarthy, Spinr. 

Margt. Lord, widow 

Mary Crichton of Dacca, Spinr. aged 
16 yrs. 

Mary, a native 
Annis, Spinr. 

Elizth., a native 
Mannoo, a native 
Mary Smith, widow 
Christian, Spinr. 

Rebecca, a native 
Ann Belford, widow (4) 

Ann Gneison, widow 

Clara Curtin, Spini 

Elizth. Curfin, Spinr. .. 

Antonia Derozario, Spinr. ... ] 

Jane Dollas, widow of Thos. Evans 

Sarah Shipton, Spinr. 

Jane Louisa Debonaire, Spinr. 

Mary Macleod, widow 

Anne Christie, widow 

Elizth. Wall, widow 

Elizth. Burgess dau($ter, of Abrm. 
Burgess, Pte., 6th Bn. En. Infy. 


By whom married Rimarki. 

Rev. D. Brown. 

D. Mackinnon 

W. Lewis. 

D. Brown. 

P. Linnick. 

R. Can 

n ihowi 

R Can 

P. Limuck. 

> * 

T Clark. 

D. Brown. 

P. Limrick, 


under Salt Agent at Chittagong. 

who married (Calcutta, 1786) Col. the Hon. Wm. Monson, son of the and Lord Monson and father of 
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Date 

Place 

Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. < 

*793 



Oct 22 r 

Chunar 

Wm. Steward, Supg. Sergt. Invds. 

n 20 

Ft Wm Gartison 

Thos. Howell, Matross Arty. 

u 22 


John It iller, Pte. Infy 

Dec 3 

Benares 

Christopher Halse, Back 

7 

Arrah 

John Lumsden, Esq , Hon Co’s Civil 
Service. 

.. ** 

M 

Abraham Welland, Esq, Fon Co’s Civil 
Service. 


Chunar 

Edwd. Brown, Capt of Arty k Com 
missy, of Ordce. 

2 4 


Richd Ashman, Matioss Invds 

n 2 5 

Ft Wm Garnson 

Geo Morgan, Sergt. Infy 

„ 8 

Berhampore 

Lieut Jas. Edward, 

‘794 



Tan i 

Bankypoie 

Francis Hawkins, Esq , Bach , Collr of 
Sircar, Sarun 

, 2 

Patna 

Jas Dowland, Toilor 

i. 5 

Chunpi 

Wm, Black, Pte, 3 rd Coy. Invds 

,i *6 

Ft Wm Garrison 

Jas. Webb, Fifer, Infy. 

„ 20 

Dacca 

... Geo. Fleming, Capt. of Engs. 

Feb io 

Berhampore 

Wm Jehnings, Back Corpl, 1 st Earn. Bn 

, *3 

Danapore 

Jas. Wilkinson, Sergt-Major, 5th Eurn 
Bn 

„ 9 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

Sami Fletcher, Sergt., Infy. 

,i 9 

n 

Jas. Evatos, Pte. 76th Regt. 

„ **« 


... Geo. Blacktn, Pte. Inty. ••• 


(6) Halle, Mrs, C. Possibly a daughter of Col O. Ble, finish 
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Names of Brides. 


By whom married. 

Rbmarks. 

Alice Cady, widow 


Rev. W. Lewis. 


Ann Norman, widow 

Ann Bond, widow 

- 

„ D. Brown. 


Caroline Bie., Spinr. (6) 


„ D, Mackinnon. 


Magdalena Friell, Spinr. 


„ R. Carr 


Rachael Friell, Spinr 




Miss Ann Brown, Spinr. 

... | 

• „ J. Loftie. 


Fili/th. a native. 

... ] 



Mary Sheen, Spinr. 


,, D Brown 


Catherine Read, daughter of Lieut. 
Henr/ Read. 

„ A. A. Barbor 

In the presence of 
Ross Moore, 

Major DeCastro, 
Lt. Col. Higgins. 

Helen Barrington, Spinr., daughter of 
Col. Geo. Barrington and Gwen- 
dolen bis wife. 

„ R. Carr. 


Johanna DeRosario 

... 

Ditto. 


Mary, a native 

• •• 

Rev. J. Loftie. 


Rlizth. a native 

• •• 

„ D, Brown. 


Margt. Ayton, widow 


B. Crisp, Judge and Magte 


Nancy Wright, widow 


Rev. R. Carr 


Ann Bray, widow of Luke 
Quarter-Master, Sergt. 

Bray, 

„ A. A. Barbor 


Hannah Brown, Spinr. 

Mary Rose, a native 

• •• 

„ D. Brown. 


Ann Davis, Spinr. 

... , 




Governor of Serampore, 1789-180$. 


29 
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Date. 

Place. 


Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 

*794. 

Mar. 5 

Gyah 

••• 

Jas. Plun mer, Lt., N. I. 

" 9 

Cawnpore 

... 

John Htwksworth, Gunner, 3rd Bn. Arty., 
Bach. 

n 22 

Jaynaghur 


Robt. Cunynghame, Esq., Writer, Coy's. 
Service 

n • 

» »3 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 


Wm. Thomas, Sergt. Arty. 

» 23 

»» 

... 

Wm. Middleditch, Fife-Major, N. I. 

Apr. ai 

Cawnpore 


John Patton, Lieut., A.-D.‘C. to Col. J 
Forbes. 

» 12 

Ft. Wm Garrison 

... 

John Talbal, Sergt. Arty. 

May 18 

Chunat 


Robt. Smith, Sergt.-Major, 22nd Bn. N, I . . 

i» 24 

M 

Ml 

Jas. Smait, Sergt-Major 

18 

Futtyghm 

Ml 

» 

Phogus Gregory, son of Gabuel Mo'fcs 

Tune 25 

Danapoi e 


John Rennet, Pte. 5th Eurn Bn. 

11 J 7 

Maldah 


Fras. Dingley Hasted, Bach. 

>> 5 

Ft Wm. Garnson 

•• 

Jas. Hodgkine, Sergt. Infy. 


>1 

... 

Wm. Webster, Pte. Infy. 

July *8 

Cawnpore 

... 

Chas. Brietzcke, Lieut.-Adjt. and Quarter- 
Master, 3rd Bgde., Bach. (7) 

M 14 

Danapore 


Thos. Josiah Park 

„ 20 

Ft Wm Garrison 

... 

Alexr. Leslie, Corpl. Infy. 

Aug. 3 

Chunar 

... 

Frederic Rice 

7 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

• a* 

Pat McCarthy, 

» 24 

M 

it. 

Jas. Smith, Sergt-Major, 76th Regt, 

11 24 

II 

... 

John Hardy, Pte, Inf}. 


(7) Brietzcke, C. His daughter Klin married (1) Berhampore, Oct 18, 1810, Lt. J. F. 
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Names of Brides By whom married 


Sophia Duryer, Spinr Rev A A. Barbor. 

Mary Boody, Spinr., daughter of Se^t.- „ W. Lewis 
MajoaBoody. 

Dorothea Wilhelm'na Dawson, Sami Middleton, Esq 
Spinr. 


Mary McNaught, widow 

Ehzth. McDowall, Spinr 

:) 

»> 

D, Brown. 

Mary Forbes, Spinr, daughter of the 
said Col. Forbes. 

>> 

W Lewis 

Elizth Ann Saunders, widow 

... 


D Brown 

Lucy Graham, daughter of 
Graham 

Ensign | 

r 


J Loftie 

Mary Rice, widow 

... \ 



Ulizth New aiur, daughter of Tobit 
John Michael Newman. 

i) 

V Lnmiok 

Mary Ann Jams Spinr. daughter of 
John Jams, 6th. En. Bn. 

)> 

A \ B irboi 

Sarah IVuwd), Singlewoman 

... 

>» 

R Cm 

Ann Dawson, widow 

... 


D Brown 

Ann Ewnungs, Singlewoman 

— 



Eliza Green, Spinr. daughter 
Chrisr. Green, Arty. 

of Major 

»> 

W Lewis 

Elizth. Rosinot 

... 

M 

A A Baibot 

Elizth. Wolfe, Spinr. 

• M 

?> 

D. Brown 

RacheL Young 

... 

II 

J. Loftie. 

Susanna Marrow, widow 

*•• 



Mary Day, widow 


* » 

D. Brown. 

Margt McDonough, *idow 

... 

i 



u 5 


RlMARKt 


No person in Holy 
Orders being near. 


Sanford, & (a) June 6, 1817, Lt. R. Caulty. 
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Date. 

Place 

Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 


1794 

Sep. 24 

„Burdwan 

... Sami. Davus, Sr. Mercht. Hon. English E. 
Co's. Se vice. 

1. 

„ 6 

Danapore 

John Read, Sergt., 3rd Bn. Arty. 

••• 

M *5 

1 « 

Pat. Lang. Pte., 6th Bn Eurn. Infy. 


14 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... Fras. Key, Matross, Arty 

••• 

M 

n 

Jas. Baker, Ditto 

... 

Oct 22 


• 

Jas. Morris, Leader of the *Arty. Band of 
Musick. 

.1 *5 

»» 

... Sami Brown, Drill Sergt 

... 

Nov 14 

n 

... Dennis Riley, Matross, Arty 

•• 

.» 3° 


Pat Ferguson, Sergt. Arty 

... 

» 30 

»• 

... Tas. Smith, Matross, Arty 


Dec 7 

»» 

... * Wm. Young, Sergt., Infy 

... 

,, 22 

11 

Thos. Williams, Sergt. Arty. 

• 

, »4 

M 

... Geo. Harwood, Matross, Atty 

... 

v u 

Cawnpore 

... Jas. McNabb 

... 


1795 




Jan. 6 

Cawnpore 

... 

Jas. Delamain, Lieut., aand fin. N. I. 
Bach. (8) 

>1 14 

11 

... 

Wm. Stone, Sergt. and Bn. Eurn. Infy. 

,* »7 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

HI 

Chas. Stewart, Lieut, and Adjfc, 4th Bn. 
N. I. 

Feb 10 

Dehattah 

... 

Chas. Short of Debatt%h in the Kingdom 
of Bengal, Gentn., Bach. 

< 8 > 

Delamain, Mrs. 1. See B, Obituary , 

p, 330 where limes is possibly a misprint for 11 James." 
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Names of Brides. 


By whom married 


Henrietta Boileau of Burdwan, Spi.ir. Rev. T, Blanshard, 


Marry Garraghan, widow 6f Sergt, \ 
Garraghan. f 

Sarah Warden, widow ••• ) 

Mary Harris, Spinr. 

Mary Cunnop, Spinr. • at I 

Fiances Maria Leo. widow. 


„ A. A. Barbor 


Mary Lawler, widow 
Mary Pendril, widow 
Margt. Cunningham, Spinr. 
Elizth. Morgan, Spinr. 

Mary Mansfield, Spinr. 

Ann Baggs, Spinr. 

Mary Connor, widow 
Ann McFarland 


,, D. Brown. 


... Lt. Jas. Delamame 


Isabella Baillie Spinr. daughter of 
Capt. Robt. Baillie Commdg., 1st 
Bn. N. I. 


Rev. \V. Lewis 


Elizth, Hawks, widow 


Amelia Gordon, Spinr. ... „ P. Limrick. 


Catherine Plackett, of the same Ffichd. Goodlad, Esq. . 
place. Single woman. 


Remarks. 


In the absence 
of the Chapn. 
Return not reed, 
till the trans- 
cripts for 1794 
were forwarded 
to England. 


No Chapn. being 
nea? the place. 


30 
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Date. 

Place. 


Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 

» 79 S> 

r 

Feb. ii 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

• •• 

John Peters, Corpl. Arty. 

i» *5 

n 

ttt 

David Reid, Sergt. Infy. 

, 22 

n 

Ml 

Thos. Mallock, Corpl. Arty. 

» 23 

»> 

III 

Jacob Well, Pte. Infy. ... 

n 26 

m 

III 

Peter Reynolds, Sergt.-Major, N. I. 

n 2^ 

n 

III 

Wm. Westwood, Corpl. Infy.* 

» 9 

Dynapore 

• ft 

Henry Williams, Civil Service 

M '3 

Buxar 

Ml 

Capt. Henry Hindman 

Mar. i 

Mangee 

• #• 

John Patch, Asst. Surgn., Hon. English 

E. I. Co’s Service (9) 

„ 1 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

Ml 

Peter Reid, Pte. Inly. 

,» 29 

n 

... 

Michael McDermitt, Matross, Arty. 

,» 24 

Futtyghur 

... 

Wm. Good Pte. of Arty. 

Apr 8 

Ft. Win. Garrison 

... 

Geo. Hall, Sergt, Infy. 

May i o 

tj 

... 

Wm. Tripp, Pte. Infy. 

„ 24 

» 

... 

Thos. Grandid, Drummer, N. I. 

i, 20 

n 


Jas. Bone, Corpl. Infy. 

June 6 

Chittagong 


John Macra, Asst. Surgn., Hon. English 
E. I. Co’s. Service. 

M 9 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... 

Jas., Jerfnings, Gunner, Arty. 

>» 20 

5 » 

Ill 

Jacob Richards, Gunner Arty. 

e, 23 

11 

III 

Peter Verdier, Fifer Infy. 

*) 28 

>1 

Ml 

Thos. Foxhill. Sergt. Infy. 

July 2 

Moidapore 

• M 

Jas. Templer Parlby, Lieut, of Engrs., 
Hon. English E. I Co’s. Service. (10) 


(9) Pitch, Mu F. C. Her (ether, H. Revell (from whom the station of Reretlganj takes it 
(xo> Parlby J. T. Bengal Obituary , p. 'fit, 
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Names of Brides. 


By whom married 


Rsmarks. 


Jmn Bisdon, Spinr. 

Catherine, a native 
Rose Stewart, Spinr. 

Sophia, a native 
Elizth. Vernon, Spinr. 

Ann Steers, widow 
Nancy Burrington 
Sarah Blair, Spinr. 

Frances Catherine Revell Spinr. a 
minor (with consent of Henry 
Revell, Esq , her father). 

Margt.,* Biown Spinr. 

Sarah Leicester, Spinr 

Elizth. Ferguson 

Ann. Campbell, Spim 

Elizth. Wolfe, Spim. 

Rosey, a native 

Mary Evans, Spinr. 

Margt. Eiskine, Single woman 

Mary Macey, Single woman 

Sus&nnal? Mundy, Single woman 

Elizth. Manycomo, Single woman ... 

Madge Mackenzie, Single woman ... 

Louisa Munt, of Moidapore, near 
Moorshad&bad, Spinr. 


Rev. D. Brown. 


„ A. A. Baiboi 

„ T). Mackmnon. 

John Boddam, Esq., 
Magte. of the Zillah of 
Sarun. 

| Rev. D. Brown 
„ i' Hark 


„ D Brown 


Geo. Thompson, Esq , 
Judge & Magte 


Rev. 1 ) Brown 


T. Blanshard 


With consent of 
her mother Mrs. 
Burrington. In 
presence of F. 
Hawkins, Sara! 
Charters. 


No clerk in 
Holy Orders re- 
siding there 01 


In presence of S11 
J. E. Harring 
ton, Lady Har- 
rington & others. 


name was Collector of Customs. For the marriage of another daughter see Oct. 7, 1798. 
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.• PAST & PRESENT. 


Date. 

Place. 


Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 


1795 - 





July 18 

Rungpore 

... 

Cbas. Todd, Surgn., Hon, Eng. E, I. 
Service. 

Co’s. 

11 

26 

Cawnpore 

... 

John Smith, Fifer, 3*rd Bn. N. I., Single 
man. 

»» 

26 

Futtyghur 

... 

Gdwd. Short, Pte. Arty. 

• •• 

Sep. 

17 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 


Danl. O’Brien, Sergt. Arty. 

• •• 

>♦ 

*9 

* »» 

• •• 

Benjamin Alcock, Sergt. infy. 

... 

• • 

29 

M 

... 

Anthony Greene, Liept. and Sub-Secy., 
Board. 

Mily. 

n 

7 

Banares 

... 

John Buller, Esq., Bach. (11) 

... 

Oct. 

4 

Chittagong 

... 

Geo. Ed mon stone of Chittagong, 
Mariner. 

Free 

1* 

18 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... 

Thos. Vincent, Ptc. Infy. 

i«* 

Nov. 

2 

Chittagong 

... 

Marshall Smith, of Chittagong, Mariner (12) 

i» 

T 2 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

• •• 

Florence Fitzpatrick, Sergt. Infy. (13) 

... 


2 

Danapore 

... 

Jas. Barton, Esq., Writer, Hon. 
Service. (14) 

Co’s. 

Nov. 10 

Chunar 


Capt. Wm. Preston, Bach. 

. . . 

Dec. *7 

Futtyghur 

... 

Francis Nicolan 

... 

.1 

*5 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... 

Jas. Doddington Sherwood, Lieut, of Arty.... 

0 

?i 

x 5 


see 

Peter Littlejohn, Lieut, of Infy. 

••• 

11 

13 

11 

• • t 

Sampson Cotton, Sergt. Infy 

... 

i> 

20 

11 

111 

Thos. Gadd, Pte. Infy. 


t) 

20 

n 

• et 

Wm. Hall, Matross Arty. Band. 

••• 

II 

8 

Ban&r&s 


Danl. Munro, Bacb. (t^) 

in 


(n) Buller, J. Shewn in Bengal Kulendar fo f 1795 as Sr. Mercht., 3rd Member of the 
(to) Smith, M. For his son, Capt. Marshal) Frere Smith see Bengal Obituary, p. 383. 

(13) Fitzpatrick, F. The rare use of Florence as a male Christian name recalls Sir P. Florence 

(14) Barton, ]. Bengal Obituary , p. 07. For the bride's father see Hodson's HUtU Record $ if the 

(15) Sherwood, Mrs. M. Bengal Obituary, p. 170. 

(to) Munro, D. Shewn in Bengal Kklendmr of 1795 as residing at Chunar. 
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Names of Brides. 

By whom married 

Rbmarks. 

Mary Brown of Rungpore, Single 
woman. 

Grace Tappey, Spinr., daughter of John 
Pappey, Drummer, 13th B N. I. 

Matt. Leslie, Esq., Judge 
and Magte. 

Rev. W. Lewis. 

No 'Chaplain be- 
ing within 100 
miles of the 
station. 

Maty Cooper 

„ T. Clark. 


Ann Rierry, widow. 

Mary Ruddock, Spinr. 

| „ D. Brown 


Miss Catherine Daniell 

„ P. Limrick 


Catharine Eliza Wiggins, Spinr. 

,, D. Mackinnon 


Margt. Lourie of Chittagong, Single 
woman. 

Khzth. Griffiths, widow 

Robt. Ker, Esq., Registrat 
Zillah Court. 

Rev. I). Biown 

No clerk 1*1 

Holy Orders be 
ing resident at 
or near the 
place 

F.lizth. Correar of the same place, 
Single woman. 

Philip Coales, Resdt at 
Chittagong. 

Ditto 

Mary Macraw, Spinr. 

Rev. D. Brown. 


Miss Marian Biisco, and daughter of 
Col. Horton Brisco. 

„ R. Cart . . 

In presence of Col. 
Horton Brisco, 
Capt. G. S 
Brown & others 

Charlotte Hervy, Spinr. 

Rev. I). Mckinnon 


Anna DeCosta, Spinr. 

„ T. Claik 


Miss Mary Richardson (15) 

Miss Jane Richardson 

Ann Apolin, Spinr. 

| „ P. Limrick. 

1 


Catherine Rarde, Spinr, 

1 „ D. Brown 


Hannah Pitcher, Spinr. 

Caroline Smith, Spinr. 

j 

„ D. Mckmnon. 



Board of Revenue. 


Shelley (the poet’s son) tad (in our own time) Sir Florence Pilose of Gwalior 
( ***r.-Gonh . Bodyguard. 
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Date. 

Place. 


Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 

1796. 
Jan. 1 

Ft Wm. Garrison 

••• 

Wm. Elston, Sergt. Arty. 

*0 

Cawnpore 

... 

Nicholas Rozara, Fifer, 6th Bn. Eurn. Infy ... 

Feb. 27 

Moorshadabad 

e ee 

Christopher Ol&field, Sr. Merch. Hon. 
Eng. E. I. Co’s. Service. 

» 7 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

eon 

Henry Benson, Fifer of Infy. 

„ 16 

Cawnpore 

toe 

Wm. Watts, Matross of Arty. 

» 21 

Dinapore 

e ee 

John Beresford, Sergt.-Major, Infy. 

Mar. 6 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

hi 

John Greenwood, Gunner Arty! 

6 

n 

see 

John Hart ; Sergt. Infy. 

11 13 

11 


John Phipps (17) 

„ 20 

>1 


John Tovey, Pte. Infy. 

Apr. 5 

n 

... 

' John Wharherst, Pte. Infy. 

„ 12 

n 

e ee 

Jas. Gane, Sergt. -Major Infy. 

„ 26 

M 

see 

Henry Orde, Sergt. Infy. 

n 17 

If 

• • • 

Sami. Chesteny, Corpl. Infy. 

jj s 

Futtgyhur 

see 

I). Wm. Cleveland 

May 7 

Ft. Wm Garrison 

eee 

John Milner, Sergt. Infy. 

» 8 

>» 

e ee 

Pat. Mulveny, Sergt. Infy. 

t» ** 

n 


Wm. Benningfield, Sergt. Infy. 

»» 2 

Chuprah 


Chas. Bdddam, Esq, Judge and Magte, 
Zillah of Sarun, Single man. 

.. *3 

Dinapore 

... 

Richd. Twidale, Sergt., Jth Bn. Eurn. Infy 
Single man. (18) 

June 18 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 


Thos. Clay, Pte. Infy. 

July »i 

11 

• • e 

John Jones, Sergt. Inly. 

„ *8 

• f» 

e ee 

W m. Stephenson, (tanner Arty, 

(17) Phipps, J. Bengal Obituary, p. 279, compiled a work on Shipbuilding in Bengal, 

( 18) Twidale, R. William Twidals, presumably his son, died at Calcutta, June 9, 1875, aged 75* 
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Names of Brides, 

Ann Stanton, widow 

Frances Rozario, daughter of John 
Rozario Invalid at Cbunar. 

Mary Johanna Morris of Moorshada- 
bad, Single woman. 

Eleanor Sheffer, Spinr. 

Hannah Bristow, widow of Sergt. Jas. 
Bristow of Arty. « 

Hannah Scott 

Jane Cruise, widow 

Mary Hopkins, Spinr. 

Mary Howett, Spinr 

Catherine Haine, widow # 

Emma -Wilson, Spinr. 

•Julia Macdonald, widow 

Elizth. Ruff, Spinr. 

Elizth. Bowen, Spini. 

%Iary Newman 

Margt. Matthews, Spinr. 

Mary Coyle, Spinr. 

Mary Harford, Spinr. 

Charlotte Burrington, Spinr., daughter 
of the late Col. Burrington, Bengal 
Estabt. 

Mary Hume, Spinr. daughter of the late 
Wm. Hume, Quarter-Master Sergt. 

Mary Cox, Spinr. 

Sarah Lambert, Spinr. 

Jane Bane, Spinr. 


By whom married. Rbmakki, 

Rev. D. Brown. 

„ T. Clark. 

„ T. Blanshard. 

„ D. Brown. 

„ T. Clark. 

„ W Lewu 

„ I). Brown 

„ T Claik 

Rev I). Brown 

,, W. Lewis 

Ditto 

Rev. D. Brown. 


••• 
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Date 

Place 

Names of Bridegrooms and Profession, 


1796. 
July 4 

< Futtyghur 

Robt. Briggs, Drill-sergt., and En. B n. 


„ 

i» ••• 

David MacWillams, Corpl. Infy. 

••• 

Aug. 14 

Ft. Wm, Garrison 

Sami. Mackay, Matross Arty. 

Ml 

• 

Sep. 1 7 

n ••• 

Wm. Marshall, Sergt. Infy. 

III 

» *9 

>1 ••• 

Michael Keys, Matross Arty. 

III 

n 1 

Cawnpore 

Chas. Beezly, Sergt., and Regt. En. Infy. 

• •• 

» 5 

Tirhoot 

John Cheap, Esq., Commercial Resdt. 
Soonamooky, in Beerbhoom* Bach. (19) 

1* 

Dinapore 

Jas. Davies, Pte., 1st Eurn. Regt. 

• •• 

11 5 

Banaras 

Abraham Franco, Esq., widower 

l>» 

Oct. 

Ft. Wm. Garmon 

Nicholas Benson, Sergt Infy. 

III 

.. 17 

11 ••• 

Richd. Walker, Corpl. Infy. 

• M 

.• n 

ii ••• 

John Cannon, Fife-Major, Infy. 

%•* 

n 38 

Dinapore 

Thos. Conway Delany, Bach 

VIS 

Nor. 10 

„ 

Arthur Cherry, Pte., 1st Euin. Regt. Infy. 


Dec. 1 8 

Danapore 

Thos. George, Bach., a Coffree, Baker to 
Gcnl. Forbes. 

1 797 




fan. 16 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

John Fisher, Corpl. Infy. 

• •• 

Feb. 19 

11 • • • 

Alexr. McWain, Invd. Pte (20) 

• •• 

Mar. 26 

11 • 

Wm. Pierce, Corpl. Arty. 

Ml 

« *6 

11 • • • 

John Dobson, Corpl. Arty. 

IM 

»> 

Buxar 

Edwd. Bunny of Benaress 

• •• 

.. *4 

Chunar 

Alex/. King (ai) 

Iff 

(« 9 ) 

(ao) 

<*i) 

Cheap, J. Smgal Obituary, p. 380. 

Me Wain, A. For second marriage see Apr. 15, 1798. Mra. A. McWaie was buried at 
King, A. Shop-keeper, Chunar 1 arrired, 179a. 
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Nantes of Brides. 


By whom married. R 


Sarah Brown, widow 

Arfh Dean, Spinr., daughter of Sergt. 
Dean. 

Eiifth. Cruickshanks, widow • 

MarjTBryer, Spinr. 

Margt. Ferguson, widow 

Frances Purdy, widgw 

Arabella Anne Clarke, Spinr. daughter 
of Rev. John Clarke. 

Anna Reid, Spinr. daughter of Corpl. 
Wm. Reid. 

Frances Chauvette, widow 

Frances, a native 

Ann Jennings, Spinr. 

Sarah Hartford, Spinr. 

Mary Corbett, widow 

Elizth. Keys, daughter of the late 
Sergt. Keys. 

Lucinda, a native, waiting-woman to 
Mrs. Forbes. 


Rev. T. Cark. 


„ D. Brown. 

„ T. Clark. 

„ W. Lewis ... In presence of Geo 

Arbuthnot, Esq., 
Jas. Barton, Esq., 
Ditto. and others 

Rev. D. Mackmnon 

„ D. Brown. 

,, \V. Lewis. 

Rev. W, Lewis. 


Jane, a native 
Ann Nelson, Spinr. 
Blizth. Gosper, Spinr 
Elizth. Collins, Spinr. 
R^rth Ethetfon of Buxar 

Catherine French 




D. Brown 


... Capt. John Missing, Fort 
Adjtt., Buxar. 


There being no 
clergyman at 
that station. 


... Capt. Cowley, Adjtt. There being no 
Burn. Invalids, Chunar clergyman ap- 
ptd. or present 
at the station. 


luckipere, Nov. it, 1797. 


3 * 
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Date. 

Place. 


Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 
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Mar. 

6 

River Hooghly (on 
ship Busbridge.) 

board 

Sami. Wood, Capt. E. I. Co’». Service 

Apr. 

9 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

e m 

Wm. Jones, Pte. Infy. 

n 

19 

Berhampore 

« •• 

Arthur Gorman/ Pte., 3rd Eurn. Infy. 

»> 

28 

Chunai 

... 

Capt. Walter Hawkes, Bach. 

May 

16 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... 

John McLean, Sergt, Infy, 

11 

29 

Cawnpore 

Ml 

Thos. Mylrea, Pte., 1st Eurn. Regt. .... 

11 

39 

11 

... 

West Geo. Wynyard, H. M's. 27th Regt 
Light Drags., Singleman. 1 

n 

*3 

Barrack pore 


Richd. Darley, Drummer, and Bn., nth 
Regt. N. 1 . 

June 

22 

Rangamutty 


Richd. Rocke, Esq. 

July 

2 

Ft. Wm. Gain son 

tee 

Abraham Robinson, Pte., Infy. 

11 

2 

n 

0 

toe 

Jas. Barr, Drummer, Arty. 

II 

*3 

n 

toe 

Richd. Lupton, Corpl. Infy. 

,1 

35 

Cawnpoie 

tot 

Danl. Spencei Freeman, Asst. Surgn 

II 

33 

Barrack pore 

... 

Thos. Morant, Fifer, 2nd Bn., 12th Regt. 

Aug. 

M 

Kessengunge 

... 

Walter Ross Munro, Esq. (1) 

II 

3 

Cawnpore 


Thos. Ward Howard, Lieut. (2) 

II 

18 

Dinapore 

... 

Capt. Wm. Henry Royle, Bach. (3) 

Sept. 

3 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

set 

Geo. Dixon, Sergt. Arty 

Oct. 

1 

Cawnpore 

ote 

Fredk. Stavens, Pte. ist Eurn, Re^t. 

Nov. 

In 

Ft, Wm. Garrison 

... 

Jas. Hammond, Sergt. Infy. 

ii 

30 

11 

••• 

Jas. Gover, Matross, Arty. Band. 

«i 

36 

11 

Ml 

Wm, Pojrntz, Sergt-Major Arty. 


26 

n 

• ■ * 

John Garrow, Gunner' ^rty. 

f 


(i) Munro, W. R. Head Surgeon, Berhampore. 

(a) Howard T. W., Btngal miimry, p. 92. For Mrs. S. Howard, Ibid., p.'tSl, 

(3) RoyU, W. H. & !. Parents of Dr. ]. Forbes Royle, F. R. S., the naturalist fee Dui Nat 
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N a foes of Brides. 

By whom married 

Remarks 

Ann Cox,, Spinr. 

Rev. C. Buchanan 

.. In presence of Lt.- 
Cott Richd. 
Scott and John 
Dobree, Com- 

Maria Gamuss, widow 

,, 1 ). Brown 

Barbara Campbell 

„ W. Tennant. 

mdr. of the 
Busbridge . 

Saran Rotton, widow 

,, D Me Kin non 


Pettrie McLean, widow 

,, D Biown 


Mary Garland, widow of Anthy. 

„ T. Claik 


Garland, Pte.’, 3rd Eurn Bn. 

Catharine Harris, Spim. 

„ W Lewis 


Bett. (sic) of Barrackpoie, Spim 

,, C. Bur ha nan 


Miss Pattle 

[Blank] 


Elizth. Phillips, widow 



Ritta Davis, Spim 

Rev. 1 ) Brown 


Sarah, a native ... , 



Chailotte Sophia Blank,, widow 

The R-v [Blank], 


Eluth. Huzzick, Spinr 

Rev L Buchanan 


Miss Carrutheis 

[Blank.] 


Sophia Ranstorue, Spmr 

1 Do ] 


Isabella Forbes, Spinr. . . 

Rev. I) Mck union 


Mary Cooper, Spinr. 

[Blank ] 


Frances Rozaro, Spinr. 

[ Do ] 


Elizth* Martin, widow 

Jane Ashley, widow 

• t Do. ] 



Elizth. Cowper, Spinr. 


Jane Ware, Spinr. 

1 



Biog. and Buckland ; Diet, Indian Bwg . 
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Date 
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Nov. 

36 

' Ft. Wm. Garrison 


Jas. Purves, Corpl. Arty. 

» 

M 

36 

11 

••• 

Jas. Davidson, Gunner Arty. 

I* 

SQ 

Dinapore 

•M 

Jas. Robertson, Bach. 

It 

J® 

Baher 


Lieut. Brisco Morland, Bach. 

II 

30 

Barrackpore 

* *• 

Geo. Barnes, Bom. Marine Estabt. ... 

II 

3 ® 

Berhampore 

IN 

Tbos.jFredk. Bevan, Esq..(i) 

Dec 

10 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... 

Henry Stains Drummer, Arty. 

It 

ai 

i» 

I .* 

Nicholas John Dinney, Drill Sevgt. Infy. .. 

II 

*j 

Cawnpore 

• •• 

Richd. Luck, Pte. ist Burn. Regt. 

1798. 




J.n 

7 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

• 

Wm. Hollow, Gunner 

it 

6 

it 

... 

• David Daniel 

Feb. 

*9 

Cawnpore 

... 

Robt. Nairne (3) 

if 

3 

Bankypore 

• •• 

John Martin Playdell, Esq., Bach. 

It 

18 

Patna 

• 1. 

Francis Millner, widower (4) 

1 

Mar* 

*s 

Ft. Wm, Garrison 

.11 

Wm. Jones, Sergt. .1. 

11 

a8 

11 

... 

John Kennedy, Adjt., ist Bn. Cavy. 

it 

• 

Cawnpore 

• • a 

James Hayes 

Apr 

14 

Ft Wm. Garrison 

see 

Jas. Smith, Corpl. Infy. ... 

t 

it 

*7 

11 

• 

Jas Lewis, Sergt. Infy. 

1 1 

f 5 

11 

eee 

Alexr. Me Wain, Pte Invad. Infy, (5) 

M 

33 

11 

• 

Peter Hudson, Matross Arty. 

II 

‘S 

Berhampore 

in 

Michael Owens, Sergt., 3rd Eurn. Regt. 


(i) Berio, T. F. C. S , Astt. to Magte., 34-Perghs. 

(a) Nairne, R. Major Cavalry. See uodwall and* Miles where the name it apelt without * the 

S 3) PltrdeHJ. M. C. S« Agent for the provision of opium it Patua. 

47 Milner F. For his former marriage see Dec. 9, 179s. 

($) MeWain, A. For previous marriage see Feb. 19, 1797. 




MARRIAGES IN BENGAL , 1781—1800. 


129 


Ham«« of Brides. 

Elizth. Parsone, Spinr. 

Elizth. S pel man, Spinr. 

Christy Ross, widow 
Eliza Boyes, Spinr. 

Margt. Nicholls, Spinr. 

Henrietta Christiana Smith, Spinr. 
Mary Belso, Spinr. 

Maria Johnson, Spinr. 

Elizth. Thornton, Spinr. 

Maria* Williams, Spinr. 

Elistb. Ream, Spinr. 

Anne Mercer 

Harriet Larkins Watson, Spinr. 
Elizth. Gaumiss, Spinr. 

Amelia Thompson, widow 
Rose Derozaria, Spinr. 

Eliza Fawcett 
Mary Morely, Spinr. 

Elizth. native woman 
Rita Skeldon, Spinr. 

Hannah Comerire, Spinr. 

Ann Blake 


By whom married. Ri 

[Blank.] 

Rev. D. Mckinnon. 

Ditto. 

... [Blank.] 

... Rev. P. Limrick. 

... [Blank.] 

... [ Do.] 

... (Do.) 

... [ Do. ] 

... [Do.] 

... Rev. S. Ahmuty. 

... Rev. D. Mackinnon 
Ditto. 

[Blank.] 

Rev. S. Ahmuty. 

„ D. Brown 

... [Blank.] 
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BENGAL : PAST & PRESENT. 


DtU. 

Place. 

Names of Bridegrooms and* Profession. 

1798. 



Apr. is 

Cawnpore 

... Jas. Musters Patridge (sic.) 

May 3 

Ft. Wm. Gariison 

... John Floyd, Matross Arty. Bach. 

»» *7 

71 

... Jas. Lewis, Sergt Infy. 

» *9 

Monghyr 

... Capt. Thos. Jaffray, Commdg., 1st Bn. N. I. 
In alids. 

... Jas. Celly 

t, . 

.» *7 

Berhampore 

June 34 

Ft. Wm Garrison 

V 

... Sami. Jackson 

1 1 *4 

Purnea 

... Lieut John Gibbs 

» 10 

Cawnpore 

... Frederick Rice 

1 1 14 

1 1 

. . . Peregrine Powell ( 1) 

July 5 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... John Walpole Alexander, Sergt. Infy. 

n *5 

11 

... John Handly, Sergt., 33rd Regt. 

» » 

Berhampore 

... * John Grant, Sergt., 3rd En. Regt. 

<> '5 


... John Bryan, Pte. En. Regt. 


Cawnpore 

... John Concannon 

a* 

Chunai 

... Alexr. Pushond, Bach. (2) 

Aug 5 

Ft. Win Garrison 

... Sami. Dawken, Pte. Infy. 

8 

Cawnpore 

... Johan Frederick Meiselbach, Commdt. fn 
Ali Behadur’s Army. (3). 

Sept. 25 

Ft. Win. Garrison 

... Phillip Jordan, Matross, Arty. 

.. *5 

<) 

... Richd. Stanley, Sergt. Infy. 

.. *7 

71 

... Leonard Laine Master Garrison Band 

18 

Barrackpore 

... John McLean, in the Arsenal Ft. Wm. 

Oct. a 

Behar 

... Capt. Wm. Bedell, widower (4) 

(1) Powell, P. Major, 2nd Battn., 7th Regt. 

(a) Pushond A. Possibly a mistake for Alex. PusAong who was. about this time or shortly after, 

(3) MeiseUftch, J. P. Died Seramport Oct 15, 1819, aged 00. *For his widow see Btngtl 

(4) Bedel), W. For his previous marriage, see Presidency marriages, July 8, if 02. This second 

3l,i854»«f«a76* ^ 
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Names of Brides. 


By whom married. 

Eliza Mercer 

... 

Rev. S. Ahmuty. 

Sarah Cprmick, widow 



Uliztb. a native 

J 

„ D. Brown. 

Ehzth. Heard, widow 

• ee 

\ 

Mary Ann Morgan 

eee 

j 



Margaret Bettjf, widow 

1 

••• 

r 

Rev. D Brown 

Mercy Smith 

... 


Elizth. Ready 



Jennett Collie 

.J 

Rev S. Ahmuty 

Ann Fitspatrick, Spinr. 

•1 


Jane Cassidy, widow 

J 

„ 1) Biown. 

Ann Brown 

• 1 


Jane Mitchell 

.../ 


Rachel Huntei 

•• 

Rev. S. Ahmuty 

Mary D’Costa, Spinr 

see 

,, D. Mckinnon 

Elizth. Garrward, widosv 

... 

,, D. Brown 

Ann Jones, daughter of 

Mostyn 

„ W. Emms 

Jones, Merchant 

Sarah Collish, Spim. 


Maria Annew, Spinr. 

Ml 

> Rev I> Biown 

Mary Berr£, widow 

eee 


Nancy Cooper, Spinr. 



Anne Elizth. Revel, spinr. 

• • 



» writer in the Magftzine at Cawnpore. 

Obituary, p, 162 * 

wife, Mrs. A. E. Bedell (who was a sister of Mrs. Patch, see March i f 1795) died in Calcutta Aug. 
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Date. 

Place 


Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 


1798. 



’ 


Nov. 10 

•Ft. Wm. Garrison 


Thos. Barton, Corpl. Arty. 

... 

M *3 

»i 

a an 

Wm. White, Pte. Infy. 

••• 

.. *5 

11 


Jas. Compton, Drum, Major Arty. 

••• 

18 

Dinapore 

ft# 

Wm. Taylor, Bach. 

it# 

» U 

Monghire 

a « » 

Rot c. Hawe, Bach. 

... 

Dec. 9 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 


Rob Briggs, Sergt. Infy. 

... 

.. 9 

M 

• t » 

Pat. Sahiflf, Gunner, Arty. 

11. 

M 9 

M 

• tt 

John Mason, Arty. 

Ml 

». 9 

ft 

0 to 

Edwd. Everant, Corpl. Arty. 

• I* 

II *4 

It 

ate 

Thos. Gilder, Pte, Infy. 

ee# 

M 15 

It 

one 

John Kar, Corpl. Infy. 

... 

It II 

Dinapore 

lit 

% 

John Casimer, Bach. 

••• 

.. 10 

Berhampore 

... 

Capt. Sir Geo. Luth, Bach, (i) 

... 

M I® 

n 

• on 

Thos. Beatty, Bach 

•»* 

1 799 * 
Jan. 7 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

tee 

Geo. Mayo 

, , , 

„ 8 

it 

onn 

Pat. Caulfield, Corpl. Arty. 

... 

». *7 

11 


Alexr. Donald, Gunner Arty. 


1. a6 

Dinapore 

• ee 

Francis Lawrence (a) 

... 

Feb. 19 

Chandernagore 

• •• 

Capt. John Hickland, Mily. Service 

of 



Hon.jCo. 


Mar. 10 

Cawnpore 

nan 

John Hays, Arty. 

... 

.. 17 

11 

• ee 

Jas. Hodgson, Capt. Horn Co's. Service 

... 

>1 l 7 

ii 

• . . 

Sami. Forster, Corpl. Infy. 


.. 17 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

til 

Chas. Hawthorn of Arty. 

••1 

it a 4 

M 

• •• 

Stephen Simpson 

... 

t. *9 

• M 

• •• 

Jas. Wood, Corpl„ Arty. 

•ee 


( 1 ) Loth [Leith], 0. Show* at Brigade Major-Geatra! Staff of H. M'i. Pence ia tte Beag*l 
W Lawrence F. Indigo Manufacturer, Sonant. The bride waa a daughter of Jat. Cock, Indige- 
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Names of Brides. 


By whom married. 


Mary Spence, widow 
Elizth. Marshall, Spinr. 

Ann Edwards, Spinr. 

Antfe [Blank], Spinr. 

Eliza Stokes, Spinr. 

Sarah Williams, widow 
Elizth. Barr, Spinr. 

Elizth. Watts, Spinr. 

Mary Elizth. Gibbons, Spinr. 
Mary Wright, Spinr. 

Jane Crawley 
Johannah DeRozas, Spinr. 
Albina Vaughan, Spinr. 
Barbara Gornan, widow 

Margt. Jackson 
Rose Bradley, Spinr. 

ETiZth. Purvis 
Elizth. Cock 

Francoise De Prelats, widow 


I* Rev. D. Brown. 

„ D. Mckinnon. 
Ditto. 


Rev. D. Brown. 


D. Mckinnon 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


f Rev. D. Brown. 


Mary Smtth 

Maria Theresa Hardwick 
Masgt, Covenny, Spinr. 
Elizth. Morgan 
Mary Dance, Spinr, 

Lucy Wright 


I Rev. W. Lewis 
i ,, D. Brown. 


Dilatory for 179&. 

Maeufacturer, Rtmpdre. For bar titter’s marriage, sea Jan. 90 , 1800. 


Rim Anns. 


34 
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Date 


Place. 


Names of Bridegrooms end Profession. 

1799 - 




May 2 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

••• 

Owen Beignolds, Gunner of Arty. 

M 

*5 

• * «•• 

••• 

Joseph Sirrell of Calcutta (x) 

ii 

19 

Berhampore 

•»» 

Geo. Archer of Berhampore 

June 16 

Ft Wm. Garrison 

Ml 

Wm. ard, Gunner Arty. 


’3 

Barrackpore 

... 

Authon / Domingo, Drummer, and. Bn. 1 ath 
N. Rrgt. 

>» 

2 

Berhampere 


Chas. Farmer, Sergt., and Bn. Regt. 

H 

*7 

11 

... 

Wm. Innes, Lieut., and Bn. 4th Regt. 

i 

22 

ti 

• St 

Robt. DeRozaro of Calcapore 

>• 

2 3 

Cawnpore 

eee 

Chas. Hottinger, Fife-Major, and Bn., 8th Regt 

July 

5 

Ft Wm. Garrison 

• es 

Danl. Henshaw, Sergt., and Eurn. Bn. 

n 

28 

ii 

... 

,Jas. Baker, Gunner of Arty. 

n 

18 

Monghyr 

••• 

Thos. Swinning of Calcutta (2) 

Aug 

18 

Berhampore 

... 

Th'os. Hennessy, Sergt.-Major, 1st Bn. 14th 
N. Regt 

II 

18 

Cawnpore 

... 

Chas Gardner, Native Servant of Cornet 
Blacke, 27th Regt. Light Dragoons. 

Sept 

5 

Ft Wm Garrison 

... 

Thos Barton, Sergt. H.M.’s, 10th Regt. of Foot 

n 

21 

n 

... 

Robt MacFarlane, Gunner Arty. (3) 

n 

1 

Berhampore 

... 

Augustine D’Cruz of Calcapore 

Oct. 

6 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... 

John Ellis, Sergt. H.M’s. 76th Regt. 

1! 

8 

11 


Sami. Green, Pte. Infy. 

11 

8 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... 

Garret Langerman, Matross /irty. 

If 

12 

n 

Ml 

John Johnson, Sergt -Major of Seapoys 

II 

5 

Cawnpore 

Ml 

Sergt. Wm Collins, 1st Goyv, and Bn. Arty. ... 

c t 

II 

*9 

ii 

... 

Richd. Saggo, Fifer, ist Barn., 8th Regt N. 1 . 


(0 Sirtell J„ Asst to Ttylor tod Lloyd, Attorneys* See Btngat Obituary t p. 198. 

(s) Swinninr Mrs. M. Apparently « sister of the Hon. Mrs. A. Rtmsay. Marriages, ternary 
(3) MecFemne, R, Clerk of the Market, Calcutta. 
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Names of Brides. 


By whom married. 


Isabella Worshall, widow 

... 

Rev. D. Brown. 

Mary Wright, Spinr. 

Mi 

„ D. Mackinnon. 

Charlotte Rudd, Spinr. 

• •• 

„ J. Ward. 

Jane Garrow, widow 


,, D. Brown. 

Minona, a Portuguese 

— 

„ C Buchanan. 

Mary Christian, Spinr. a native 

te» 


Eliza Rawstorrfc, Spinr. 


► „ J. Ward. 

Mary Rice, Spinr. 

••• . 


Elizth. Bringhman, Spinr. 

••• 


Susanna Harris, Spinr. 

... | 

... ) 

Rev. I) Brown. 

Jane Miller, Spinr. 


Mary Cock of Benaies, Spinr. 

... 


Susannah Gilderslave, widow 

... 

* 


Anna D’Cruze, Singlewoman 


Oinnman, widow 
Catherine Rain, Spinr., a native 
Eliztb. Betzy, Spinr. 

Rose Barnes 
Maria Blatt, Spinr. 

Elizth. fang, Spintf 
Elizth. Frazer,* Spinr. 

Hannah Russell, widow* 

Madlena D’Rozario, 8pinr. 


Rev. D. Brown 


Rev. D. Brown. 

| Rev. D. Brown. 
W. Lewis. 





Remarks. 
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Date 


Place 

Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 

1 799 * 

Nov. 

l 8 

Benares 

... Alexr. Patrick Johnstone (1) • .. 

11 

19 

Calcutta 

... Lieut. Wm. Meulh of Calcutta, Bach. ... 

Dec 

8 

Ft Wm. Garrison 

... Martin Middleditch, Pensioner 

,, 

26 

M 

... Wm. Dannice, H. M’s., 10th Regt. of Foot ... 


26 

Benares 

... John Goulding ... 

M 

l 9 

Guttaul 

... Andrew Stephens, Esq., Surgeon (a) 


1800. 

Jan. 19 Ft. Wm. Garrison 

„ a Fredricksnagore 

>1 - •» 

„ 5 Berhampore 

M 9 ** 

„ 7 Patna 

„ 29 Rampore 


... 'Nicholas Barlow, Matross Arty. 

... Gerhard Andreas Van Dears, Esq., in the 
* Danish E. I. Service. 

... Jocob Krefting, Esq., and in Council at the 
Danish Settlement. (3) 

... Sergt. Henry Casey, and Eurn. Regt. 

... Chas. Beecher, Esq., Hon. E. I. Co’s. Serrifce... 

... Jas. Feetinby of Patna (5) 

... The Hon. Andrew Ramsay of Ghazipore(6) 


„ 1 Cawnpore 

Feb a Berhampore 

>f 23 Cawnpore 


. . . Paul Gore of Calcutta 

... John Sheffieldrata, S. Man* 

... John Drummail, Drummer, and Bn., 9tTi 

Regt. N. I. 


(1) Johnstone, A. P., H. C. C. S , Head Asst, to the Secretary, Public Dept., Bengal Obituary 

(а) Stephens, Mrs. S., daughter of Sami. Touchet, Jr. Mercht. Baptfred, Deer. 1, 1779. Spe 

(3) Krefting, Hon. J. Governor of Serampore (!Sc?$-i8a8). See Bengal Obituary t p. 340. 

(4) Beecher [BecherlC. Doubtless a relative to W. M. Thackeray whose mother, it will be 

(5) Feetinby, ]. The Directory shows John Feetinby, Cabinet-maker and shop-keeper, Bankipore. 

(б) Ramsay, Hon. A. Uncle of the Marquess of Dalhousie, afterwards Gbvr.-Genl. He was at 
Jas. Cock, an Indigo manufacturer at Rampore. He died in England (after his retirement) on 
Obituary , p. 155. 
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Names of Brides. 

By whom married. 

Remarks. 

Maria D’Aguilar 

Louisa Carlisle of Calcutta, Spinr, ... 

Rev. D. Mackinnon. 


Mary Springal, widow "j 

Ann Gray, widow ... j 

* „ D. Brown. 


Joannah Obrien, widow. 

Miss. Sarah Touchet, Spinr. 

»* L. Davis 

A note pasted into 
the Register states 
that this marriage 
was performed by 
the Rev. Mr. 

Limiric (sic) in the 
presence of Mr, 

Chas. Bayley and 

Mr. Hodgson. 

Maria Thompson, widow 

Maria Elizabeth Hofgaaid, widow ... 

Elizth. Juliana Morley, Spinr. 

Rev. D. Brown. 

? 

Elizth. Wilding, Spini. 

Mary Pennick Read, Spini. (4) 

Ann. Jones, widow 



Rachel Cork of Rampore, near 
Benares, Spinr. 




Jane Christie, Spinr. 

•Elizth. Evans, SjSinr 

Eltttb. a native 



p. 87, 

footnote No. 28 under Carriages,” B, P. & P 0 
remembred, was Anne Becher. 

Vol. IV, Serial No. 9. 


ftJrt Commercial Resident at Ghazlpore The bride's father was 

P " » ,8 « M» surviving him eight years. For their infant daughter see BtngJ 
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BENGAL . 

PAST & PRESENT. 

Date 

1800. 

Place. 


Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 

Mar. 

19 

Berhampore 

... 

Sami. Swinton, Esq., Hon. Co's., Civil 
Service. 

n 

*3 

II 


Corpl. Timothy Tohnson, and Eurn. Regt. 

Apr. 

*7 

II 


Jas. Rattray, Esq., Hon. Co's., Civil Service 

May 

4 

Ft. Wm, Garrison 


John Conolly, Corpl. 1 st Bn. Arty. 

> 

16 

II 


Jas. Nash, Sergt. Arty. 

11 

18 

It 

... 

Abraham Francis, Matross Arty. 

»» 

3 5 

II 

It» 

Walter Stam, Matross Arty. 

i) 

31 

II 

• • » 

Geo. Irvis, Sergt.-Major Nat. Infy. 

H 

a 

Cawnpore 

... 

Wm. Dodd, Sergt.-Major, 3idRegt. Nat. Cavy. 

i» 

29 

Allahabad 


John Patterson, Corpl. H. M.'s., 76th Regt... 

June 

9 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... 

.Geo. Taylor, Matross Arty. 

•» 

14 

n 


Christopher Dalton, Sergt.-Major Infy. 


38 

11 


John Elseyin, H.M.’s lothRegt. 


1 1 

Cawnpoie 


Dond. Maclean, Pte. H. M.'s., 78th Regt. ... 

•I 

*9 

11 

*•• 

William Burton, Capt., 15th Regt. N. I. 1 

•» 

5 

H 


Robt. Durie 

July 

13 

Ft. Wm. Gamson 

tee 

Wm. Gall, Acting. Corpl., 2nd Eurn. Regt,... 

.. 

J 3 

Berhampore 

... 

Wm. Desbuy Pte., and Eurn. Regt. 

<c 

n 

37 

Cawnpore 

tee 

Wm. Hopkins, Fifer, 1st Bn., 9th Regt. N. I,... 

Aug. 

3 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

... 

Lewis Best, Corpl., and Eurn Regt. 

>1 

17 

n 

eee 

John Lynch, Corpl., and Eurn Regt. 

n 

17 

a 

... 

Thos. Chamberlain, Corpl., and Eurn Regt.... 

i> 

*4 

11 

... 

Thos. Jeffs, Sergt. Arty. ... 

*» 

*4 

« ii 

in 

Meriery (sic) Patterson, Sergti H. M.’s ibth 
Regt. 


(i) Rattray, J. Bengal Obituary , p. 153 .the elder brother of R. H. Rattray, B. C. S. f and heifer 
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Names of Brides. 


By whom married. 


Isabella Routledge, Spinr. 


Elixtb. Fisher, widow 
Charlotte Vaughan, Spinr. (i) 
Susanna Fern, widow 
Mary Laraze, widow 
Elizth. Voyel, widow 
Susanna Leohard, a native 
Amelia Hyde, Spinr. 

Sarah Cook, Spinr. 

Ann Buchanan, widow 
Mary Hawks, a native 
Mary Allen, Spinr. 

Anna Searrow, widow 
Tabitha Davies, widow 


••• 


hi 


•I# 


... r Rev. D. Brown 


... \ Rev 1) Brown. 


Charlotte Topham of Cawnpore, 

Spinr. 

Elizth. Grant ... Rev S. Ahmuty 


Mary Smith, Spinr. 

Mary Ellanna, Spinr 
Hannah, & native, 

Mary Craigher, Spinr. 
Elizth. VaUiott, Spinr. 
Bridget Morley, Spinr. 
Margt« Middieditch, Spinr. 
Margt. Sims, Spkr. 


P. Bio\sn 


Rev. D. Brown. 


«nclc of Col. Thoi. Rattray, C. B., C. S, I. of Rattray's Sikhs. 


Remarks 
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Dfcte 

Place. 

Names of Bridegrooms and Profession. 

1800. 



Aug. 

3 i 

Dinapore 

Lyons Cane 

II 

29 

Santapore 

Alexr. Haig, Esq., Asst. Surgn. 

1 ! 

*9 

Berhampore 

Thos. Aisher, Singleman ... 

Sept. 

6 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

John Hunter, Sergt. in the Seapoys Corps ... 

tt 

>5 

11 

John Hill, Sergt., tnd Eurn. Regt. 

»» 

18 

11 *•* 

Wm. Watson, Fifer in the Se&poys Corps ... 

»i 

17 

Chandernagore 

Robt. Stair Graham, Capt. Hon. Co's. Service. 

n 

22 

Monghir 

Capt. Philip D’ Auvergne, S. M., 1st Bn. 16th 
Regt., N. I., Fort Adjtt. of the Station (1) 

Oct. 

*1 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

Thos. Hyde, Acting. Corpl., Hon. Cos. Mily, 
Service. 

11 

I 

11 ••• 

Geo. Rostin, Sergt. Arty. (2) 

Oct. 

*9 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

John Pead, Gunner of Arty. 

n 

26 

11 

Robt. Delworth, Matross, Arty. 

11 

19 

Barrackpore 

Danl. Andrew, Fifer, 1st Bn. 6th Nat. Regt... 

Nov. 

1 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

John Fair Cloth, Corpl., Eurn. Regt. 


1 1 

n ••• 

Jos. Johnson, Pte., 1st Eurn. Regt. 


1 

Berhampore 

John Morley, Fifer, 1st Bn. 17th Re£t. 
Singieman. 


30 

>1 ••• 

Sergt. Wm. Montgomery, 2nd Bn. Regt. ... 


3 ° 

11 ... 

John Robinson, Pte., 2nd Eurn. Regt. 

Dec. 

r 4 

Ft. Wm. Garrison 

Jas. Angus, Pte., 2nd Eurn. Regt. 

n 

24 

>1 • • • 

Wm. Rymer, Sergt., 2nd Bn. N. I. (4) .1. 

(0 D’ Auvergne, P.^J Bengal Obituary , p. 161. 

(2) Rostin, G. The Burial Register records, Nov. 5, 00, Geo. Rostin, Sergt., 2nd European 

(3) Robinson, Mrs. S. Vide note under Marriages, Oct. t, 1800. 

U) Rymer, Mrs. I. Died Calcutta, Feb. x, 1861, aged 75 years, 6 mos. and 15 days. Fo' the 
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Names of Brides. By whom married Rcmarks. 


Katherine Goodail 

... 

„ S Ahimity. 

Miss. Woodcock 

... 


Jane Derozario/ widow 

... 

Rev W. Lewis 

Elizth. Mackenzie, Spim . 

Maria Deleany, Spinr. 

Margt. Days, Spinr. 

... 

,, D. Brown 

Mary Hodgson 

... 

„ W Tennant 

Anna Lourie, Spinr. 

... 

... 

Ann Lambert, Spinr 

... 

i Rev D. Brown 

Saiah Parsons, Spinr 

Sophy Jackson, widow 

Dixon, widow 

•1 

- R \ D Brown 

Mary D’Cruize 


... 

Mary Antoin, Spinr 

Susanna Denison, Spinr 

Elizth. Manuel, Spinr. 

... 

> 

| Rev D Brown 

Bhzth. Wielding, widow 

... 


Sarah Rostin, widow $3) 

Ann. Newby, Spiry. 

Isabella Christian, Spinr. 

J 

► Ret D Brown 


Regt. Hie widow rem&rriedeon the 30th of the same month Pte , John Robinson 
marriage of ler sister, Mary Christian, see Aug. 96 , (792 
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QSflpfteme, 1713—1758. 


*7*3 

Aug. 

u- 

>» 

*7- 

Dec. 

21. 

1714. 

May 

24 

June 

4- 

July 

2. 

>1 

8. 

»» 

8 

j> 

29. 

Sept. 

29. 


30 

Oct 

2. 

1715- 

May. 

5 

Nov. 

1 . 

Dec 

7- 


TO. 

1716 

Jan. 

8. 

Apr. 

II. 

May 

21. 

n 

*3- 

June 

8. 

it 

16. 

It 

21. 

Nor. 

*9- 

1717. 

1 ' 

June 

I* 

July 

3- 


A LIST OF THE BAPTISED IN CALCUTTA. 

Charles, the son of Abraham and Rebecca Addams. 

Richard, the son of Richard and Sarah Williams. 

Helena, ye daughter of Titus and Jennetine Oates. 

Esther, ye daughter of William and Sarah Livesay. 

Henrietta, ye daughter of Abraham and Rebecca Addams. 

Thomas, ye son of Samuel and Ann Feake. 

Henrietta, ye daughter of Michael and Dorothy Gray. 

John, the son of Fennister. 

John, ye son of John and Mary Goidon [Gourdon] 

Samuel, ye son of Samuel and Deborah Brown. 

Elizabeth, ye daughter of John and Mary Rainbow 
George, ye son of George and Frances Simmonds. 

Abraham, the son of Abra. and Rebecca Addams. 

Margaretta, the daughter of John and Mary Cassell.* 

Charles, the son of Samuel and Anne Freak e, Chief of Cassimbazar. 
Antony Johannes, the son of Jacob, etc., dejounge, Cossimbazar. 

Edward Richard, the son of Edward and Elizabeth Westmacoat.f 

Richard, the son of John and Mary Tawk.J 

Antony, the son of Mr. Leaslick and his wife at Hughly. 

Drue, the son of John and Maria Dean. 

Charles Henry, the son of Henry and Mary Frankland. 

Samuel, the son of Titus and Jennetine Oates. 

John, the son of William and Sarah Livesay. 

Rebecca, the daughter of Michael and Dorothy Gray. 

Harriot, the daughter of Henry and Mary Frankland. 

Ann, the daughter of Samuel and Anne Fre&ke. 


(Sd.) Hen. Frankland, Church Warden, 

* )no. Cassells, Co’s. Servant, buried, sand July 1744. 
t Serjeant, burled, 2nd December 1715, (Posthumous). 
t Married, June 15, 1715. 



BAPTISMS IN BENGAL , /7/J— /7jtf. 


M 3 


1720-21. 
Feb. 12.* 

May 11.* 

Sept. 24.* 

Dec. 16.* 


1722 

May 24. 
fuly 30, 

Aug 2 1 
11 30 

Dec 2 

u 5 

1723 - 
May 13. 

July 13 

Aug. 23. 

1724. 

Feb. J. 

May ii. 
June 27. 


\1718 and 1719 not recorded], 
ACCOUNT OF BIRTHS AND BAPTISMS. 


Mary, ye daughter of Thos Coates, Factor, «and Mary, his wife, was 
born and baptised, ye 12th December 1721, by Mr. Long. 

William, the son of Thos. Cook, ditto and Avarina his wife, was born , 
and ditto 12th ditto 1721, ditto. 

Mary, the daughter of the Hon. Samuel Feake, Esq., Governor of Fort 
Wm. and Ann his wife, was born ; and ditto 14th ditto 1721, ditto 
John, ye son of John Cassetts [Cassells], Pilot, and Mary, his wife, was 
born , and ditto 2nd January 1721 22, by the Portuguese Padree 

(Sd ) Jno Siackhovsk, Chunk Warden 


Henry Derning, Soldier aged 28 years, was baptised. 

Edward, son of Thomas Cooke, Fictor, and Avarina, his wife was 
baptised Born, ye 21 si ditto 

John, son of John Collier, Pilot and Lli/tli his wife, was baptised. Bom, 
July, >e 6th. 

Klizth , daughter of Henry I Lime t, Firtoi, and Anne, his wife, bapbsed 
Boin, ye 2nd of ditto 

(bd ) Joseph Paoei, Mmr 

Willm , son of Ahasuerus Guysburse and Mary, his wife, baptised 
Born, Nov ye 1st. 

William, son of Wm Gammon, Sergt and Nathdhx his wifi , bxptisod 
Botn, Sept 14th 

BIR'l 1 IS 


William, ye son of Wm. Johnson, Free Mei chant and Alice his wife, was 
born; and baptised, June 12th. 

Ehzth. daughter of James Grimes, Mariner, and Klizth , his wife, was 
born and baptised, ditto. 

Willm. Spurious, son of Rose Peieira, was born, and baptised, ye 29th, 
ditto. 


(Sd.) Joseph Paget, Mmr 


BIRTHS 


Ann, th* daughter of Mr. Thos. Cooke, Junr. Merchant, and Avanonho 
[Avarina] his wife. 

Wintworth, the son of Wm. Johnson and Alice his wife. 

John, the son of John Coller, Pilot and Elizth,.his wife. 


• [These ere the dates of Birth]. 
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Aug i Leonard, the son of Capt. Christian Andrews and Elizth.,. his wife. 

Sept. ao. Martha, daughter of Mr. Thos. Coales, Jr. Mercht. and Mary, his wife. 

„ 1 6. Elizth. daughter of Robt. Lavers and Elizth., his wife. 

Oct. 3. George, son of Alexr. Ramsay and his wife Elizth. 

Dec 5 Ann, daughter of Gilbert Sonsinick and Mary, his wife. 

(Sd.) T. Falconer, Church Warden. 
BIRTHS. 

i 7 * 5 - 

Feb. 1. Mary, daughter of Geo. and Mary Mandevile. 

„ 2. Ann Urtin, daughter of Thos. Joshua and Ann Moore. 

„ 19. Eliza, daughter of James and Eliza Grimes. 

Apr. 14. James, son of James and Eliza Shaw. 

May 5. John, son of John* and Mary Cassells. 

July 11. Thos., son of Henry and Eliza Cave. 

„ 38. James, son of Willm. and Philicia Warland. 

Aug 31. Sophia, daughter of Edward and Sophia Armstrong 
Sept. 5. Edward, son of Richard and Sarah Bourchier. 

„ 10. Ann, daughter of Henry and Ann Harndt. 

1725-6. 

Jan 9. Joanna, daughter of John and Orlinda -Plank. 

(Sd.) T. Falconer, Church Warden 

CHRISTENINGS. 

1726. 

Jan. 19. Johanna Antonia and Susanna Ignatia, both daughteis of Isaac Vaushine 
and Evandina de Jode were baptised at Hugly by the Rev Mr. Saw- 
bridge. 

„ 19. Christian and Jacoba, two servants to Mynheer Abraham Patras, Direct 

tor of Hugley. By the Rev. Mr. Sawbridge. 

Sept 17. Cbas., son of Mr. Geo. Mandevile and Mary his wife. By Gervas Bellamy. 
„ 19 Henrettah, daughtei of Henderick and Maria Spores. By ditto 

„ 37. Robt., son of the Hon Henry Frankland, Esq., President of Fort 

William, and Mary his wife. By ditto 

„ 28. Richd., son of Richd. Bourchier in Council, and Sarah his wife. By 

ditto. 

Oct 4 Elizth., daughter of Joseph Badman and Elizth. his wife. By ditfb 

Nov. 10. James, son of Capt. Jas. Grimes and Elizth. his wife. By ditto. 

„ 32. Johanna Maria, daughter of John Albert Sichterman and Sybylla Volkera 

his wife. Baptised at Hugley. By ditto. 

Dec. 9. Chas., son of Mr. Thomas Cooke and Ann his wife By ditto. 

„ *3. Edwd., son of Mr. Edwd, Pomfret and Elizth., his wife. By ditto. 

„ *8. Francis, son’of Francis Vanes, a Dutchman. By ditto. 


• Died, and August 1735. 
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17*6-7. 

Jan. 8 . John, son of Philip Volwart, Serjeant By Geivas Bellamy. 

„ 26, Eliztb., daughter of Alexr. Wood and Ann his wife^ By ditto. 

„ 27. Mary, daughter of Wm. Warland and Felicia his wife. By ditto. 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain 

Fort William, 

Ftbruary 19/& 1726-27. 

CHRISTENINGS 

1726-7. 

Mar. *6 Robert, son of John Clarke and Adriana his wife. 

„ 28. Mary, daughter of Antonio Rozardy and Isabel Jevan. 

Apr. 6. Thos. Fagnal’, son of Capt. Henry Cave and Ehz., his wife. 

May. 5. Elizth. daughter of Peter Scorrier, Sergt and Mary his wife 

June 7. Adrian, son of Daniel Willowbuss 
Aug. 13. Fredarick, son of Hen. Frankland, Esq , and Mary his wife 
,, 14. Mary, daughter of Geo. Wammock and Ann his wife. 

Nov 3. Eliz. and Mary, daughters of Sami Taylor and Sarah, his wife 

„ 3. Wm., son of Thos. Morphew and Margt , his wife 

„ 26. Elizth., daughter of Capt. Thos Dixon and Jane his wife 

Dec. 9. Ann, daughter of Mr Edwd Pomfret and Ehz , his wife. 

17 * 7 - 8 . 

Jan. 13. Harriett, daughter of Mr. Hen. ITarnet and Ann his wife. 

„ 18. Chas., son of Mr. Bourchier in C >unnl, and Sarah his wife 

„ 20. Elizth., daughter of Capt. Pi itce. 

(Sdl Gervas Bell\my, Chaplain 

CHRISTENINGS 

17*7-8. 

Feb. 5. Sarah, daughtet of Mary Beal from St Helena. 

„ 15. Mary, daughter of Capt Chas. Ward and Mary, his wife 

Mar. 6. Ephraim, son of Ephraim Roberts and Elizth , his wife 
„ 8. Richd. Mead, son of Mr. Thos. Moore and Ann, his wilt* 

„ 26. Mary, daughter of Richd. Richardson 

/Jpr. 30. John, son «f Mr. Thos. Cooke and Avarma, his wife 
May 8. Alexr., son of Alexr. Wood and Ann his wife 

July n. Johannti, daughter of Mr. Daniel Willowbuss 
Aug. 19. Ann, daughter of Mr. John Cooke and Ann his wife. 

Sept. 22. Elizabetha Machtilda, daughter of Mr. Cornelias de Wys and Jphanna 
Jacoba Lastdrager his wife, was baptised at Heugly. 

„ 24. Brigitta Sarah, daughter of Mr. Christoffel Rignh and Rachel Sonmaus hii 

wife. Baptised at Heugly. 

„ 14. Amarantha Amalia, daughter of ditto* and ditto.* Baptised at Heugly. 

„ 24. Cptharina Henrietta, daughter of ditto* and ditto* ditto. 

No?. 11. Ann, daughter of Thos. Morgan and Frances his wife. 

• The parents’ names are repeated in the Register. 

37 
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1728*9. 

Jan. 1 1. Henry, son of Josuah Vanpicea and Catharine* his wife. (1 ) 

„ 17. Mary, daughter of Peter Scurrier, Sergeant, and Mary his wife. (2) 

„ 18. Margt., daughter of Thos. Meyrick, inhabitant, and Ann his wife. (3) 

„ 19. George, son of John Johnson and Rosaro his wife. (4) 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain, 

1728- 9. 

Feb. 2. Susanna, daughter of Capt. James Broadbrook and Eleanor his wife. 

Apr. 18. Thomas, son of John Griffis. 

July 11. Alida, daughter of John Plank and Dorothy, his wife. 

„ 19. John, son of Alexr. Wood and Ann his wife. 

Aug 7. Jane Martha, daughter of Mr. John Cooke and Ann his wife. 

„ 20. Ann, daughter of Richd. Richardson. 

Sept 15. Mary, daughter of Richd. Page and Frances his wife. 

„ 15. Catharine, daughter of Mr. John Stackhouse and Ann his wife. 

Oct 15. Mary, daughter of John Badger and Mary his wife. 

Dec. 7. Mary, daughter of Mr. Robt. West and Mary his wife. 

11. John Russell, son of Mr. Sami. Greenhill and Eli/, his wife. 

,, a. Mary, daughtei of Jacob Asling 

1729- 3°. 

N.S. Dec. 22. Didenck, son of Mr Cornelius de Wys, in Council at Heugly, and 
Johanna Jacoba his wife. 

NS „ 23. Sami. Martinus, son of Capt. Sami. Martinus Hoogerworss at Heugly, 
and Johanna Berk his wife. 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain 

Mar 15. Philip, son of Philip Poolwar. 

„ 22. John, son of Peter Scurrier, Sergt. and Mary his wife. 

June 6. John, son of Chas. Honnings, Pilate. 

„ 18. Mary, daughter of John Trusty, Sergt., and Cath , his wife. 

July r. Chas., son of Wm. Herring and Isabella his wife. 

„ 25. John, son of Capt. John fCelsall and Alice his wiff, 

,, 30. Catharina Elizabetha, daughter of Joseph Vanpico and Catharine his wife. 

Aug. 28. Sarah, daughter of Mr. Richd. Bourchier and Sarah his wife. 

Oct. 12. William Jacob, son of Mr. Nicb. Paradys and Maria Holthenius his wife. 

1 1 At Heugly. 

N.S. Oct 13. Richard, son of Capt. Joseph Badmanand Elis., his wife. 

N S. „ 13. Thos., son of Ger. Bellamy, Chapin, and Dorothy his wife. 

N.S. Dec. 22. Brigitta Aramantha, daughter of Mr. Christoffel Rigflh *nd Rachel 
Sonmans his wife. At Heugly. 

N.S. „ 7. John, qpn of Capt. John Standard. 

* These four entries of January are repeated in the next despatch to the India Office, but in the 
later one the mother's name is given as 11 Elisabeth w in (1) 
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i73°‘3* 

Jan. 8. Henry, son of John Plank and Dorothy his wife. 

„ 26 Chas., son of John Clarke, Pilot, and Adarina his wife. 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain 

Feb. 21. Ann, daughter of Capt. Jas. Broadbrook and Eleanor his wife 
July 4. Cftin, son of Goin Horrob and Natalia, his wife. 

„ 19. Mary, daughter of Capt Jno Parson j and Mary, his wife 

„ 31. John, son of Capt Thos Snow and Jane his wife 

Aug 15 George, son of Mr Richd Bouichicr and Sarah his wife. 

Oct. # 7 Frances, daughter of Mi Wm. Bruce and Frances his wife. 

N S Oct 23 Joan Albeit,* son of Mr. Cornelius de Wys, md Johamn Jacoba and his 
wife. At Hugley. 

Oct 16. Robt , son of Capt Robt Unpin and Ann his wife 

,, 29 Willm , sou of Geivas Bellimy, Cluplun and Doiothy his wife 

Nov. 23. Mary, daughter of Ephra Robeits md Eli' his wife 

Dec 3 William, son of Capt John Lloyd 

„ 3 Samuel, Mi. Bedloe’s Slave Boy. 

„ 20 Catharine, daughter of Capt Sitnl Cole and \nn his wifi 

M 30 Ann, daughter of Mr Thos Cahill and \nn his wife 

1731-32. 

Jan. 6 Philip, son of Philip Pulwai and Madalana his wife 

Feb 14 Phtebe, daughter of Adam Dawson and Sarah his wile 

(Sd.) Gnu \s Belt uiy, Chaplain 

Mar 5 Margaret, daughter of Richd. Page and Fiances I113 wife 

„ 1 7 William May, Sergeant, being an Anabaptist 

July 1 1. William, son of Wm. Rosia and Mary his wife 

23. Peter, son of John Ellit and Ann his wife 
23. Philadelphia, daughter of Capt. John Parsons and Mary his wife 
Aug 26. Eleanor, daughter of Mr. Alex. Orme and Eleanor his wife 

M 31, John, son of the Hon. John Stackhouse, Esq , and Ann his wife 

Sept. 12. James, son of Mr. Richd. Bourchier and Sarah his wife 

N.S.pct. 15. Michael, son of Mr. Christoffel Rmgh and Richcl Sonmans his wife 
At Hugley. 

Oct. 8. Elizth. daughter of Aaron Anderson and Mary his wife. 

12. Chas., soa of Capt. Chas. Ward and Mary his wife. 

19. Sarah, daughter of Capt. Sami. Sutcliffe and Sarah his wife 

173*33* 

Jap. 15, Ann, daughter of Mr. Solomon Margas and Eliith., his wife 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain . 
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1 73 ** 33 — contd, 

Feb 4, Robt., son of Capt, Robt, Baillie and Philadelphia, his wife 

„ 5. Robt , son of Capt. Robt Massey and Ann his wife. 

„ 1 a. Richd., son of John Clarke and Adarina his wife. 

„ 15. Wm., son of Mr. Sami. Fazakerley and Sophia his wife. 

Apr. 8. Peter, son of Peter Trenschow, Sergt. and Argansel his wife 

„ la. Edward, son of Edward. Clark. 

May 21. Thos., son of Thos. Benbow and Martha his wife. 

Juno 26. George, son of Geo. Pearson, Soldr. and Antonia his wife. 
July 9. John-Son (sic), son of Capt. John Parsons and Mary his wife 

Sept 14. Mary, daughter of Capt. Richd. Pierce and Ann his wife. 

Oct 1 2. Dorothy, daughter of Gervas Bellamy and Dor. bis wife. 

Nov. ro. Mary, daughter of Mr. Wm. Barwell and Ann his wife. 

„ *5. Amelia, daughter of Mr. Richd. Bourchior and Sarah his wife. 

Dec 26. Sophia, daughter of Mr. Sami Fazakerley and Sophia his wife 

,, 28 Mary, daughter of Thos. Noy and Johanna his wife. 


1 734 - 

N.S. Jan. 1. 


Mar. 

6. 

11 

24. 

July 

4 - 

II 

11. 

Oct. 

12. 

11 

18. 

Dec. 

18. 

*735-36. 

Jan. 

3 * 

11 

5 - 

•# 

7 - 

May 

16. 

July 

1 

II 

I 4 ‘ 

Sept 


n 

3 * 

Oct. 

6. 

n > 

6. 

ti 

U- 

11 

* 5 ’ 

Nov. 

•• 

10. 


(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain 

John Albert, son of John Albert Sichterman, Esq , Director of Heugley, 
and Sybylla Volkera Sadelyn his wife. 

Ann, daughter of Capt. Robt. Turpin and Ann his wife. 

William, son of Francis Russell, Esq., and his wife. 

Martha, daughter of Mr. Josiah Holmes and Martha his wife 
Elizth., daughter of Peter Ellit, Sergt. and Ann his wife. 

Nathaniel, son of ye Hon. John Stackhouse, Esq., and Ann his wife 
John, son of Matthew Wasted, Esq., and Priscilla his wife. 

Isabella, daughter of Mr. Geo. Gray and Isabella his wife. 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain, 

Thos., son of John Hunter, Pilot, and Elizth., his wife. 

Harriot, daughter of Henry Rumbold, and Sarah his wife. 

James, son of Mr. Matthew Wastell and Priscilla his*wife. 

Robt., son of Capt. Robt. Mylne and Eli/th,, his wife. 

John, son of Francis Read, inhabitant and Mary his wife. 

Mary, daughter of Richd. Craggs and Sarah his wife. 

Chas., son of Mr. Chas. Addams and Mary his wife. 

Amy, daughter of Mr. Wm. Barwell and Ann his wife. 

Utricia, daughter of Capt. James Parker and Utracfe his wife 
Richd., son of Capt. Richd. Pierce and Anne his wife. 

Elizth., daughter of Mr. John Duce and Rachgl his wife. 

Henry, son of Mr. Henry Light and Mary his wife. 

Mary, daughter of Capt. Robt. Baillie and Philadelphia his wife. 

Elisth., daughter of Mr. John Jackson and Eliza, his wife. 
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I 7 J 6 - 37 - 

Jan t. Ann, daughter of Johu Stackhouse, Esq., and Ann his wife. 

(Sd.) Gervas BrClamy, Chaplain. 

« 737 - 

Jan. *o. Ann, daughter of James Mill, Merclu., ami Eh/th. his wife. 

Feb. 2. Gervas, son of Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain, and Dorothy his wife. 

Apr. 5. Will*., son of Fredrick Beanman and Abigail his wife. 

May 5. Jane Cooke, aged 8 years. 

,, 5. James son of Capt. Jas. Broadbiook and Elmor his wife 

„ 31. Mary, daughter of John Hunter, Pilot, and Eli/th. hii wife. 

June 12. John Fredrick, son of Wolfgang De Baer and Antonia his wife. 

Aug. 6. Bornar, son of Rowland Barnson and Christiana his wife. 

,, 6. Martha, son of Mr. John Gumley, Mercht , and Martha his wife. 

SejJt 1. Geo., son of Mr. Geo. Gray, Surgeon at Cossr (sic) and Isabella his wife 
„ 1. Henrietta, daughter of Mr. Chas , Addanb and Mary his wife. 

„ 21. Sophia, daughter of Nicholas Rasmus and Isabella Ins wife 

Oct. 18. William, son of Francis Read and Mary his wife 

„ 18. Penelope, daughter of Mr James Meredith 

(Sd.) Ofk\ Bellamy, Chaplain. 

« 73 &- 

Jan. 18. Halt Emanuel, son of Mi. Augu Sature Jackaloon de Ogromal. 

Apr. 19. Joseph, son of Mr. Joseph Guion, inhabitant, and Sarah his wife 

June 9. Sarah, daughter of Capt. Recw Jobhms and Sophia his wife. 

July IS- J°hn, son of Capt Jas. Broadbiook and Eleanor his wife 

Oct. 28. Janies Stanhop, son of Mt James Mill, Mercht., and Eh/«h , his wife 

I)ec 7. Eluth., daughter of the Hon. John Stackhouse and Anne his wife 

18. Mary, daughter of Capt Robt Turpin and Mary his wife 

(Sd ) Gi R\ as Bf ll vm v, Chaplain 

1 739 - 

Jan. 14. Chas., son of Mr. Chas Adams, Mercht , ,u <i M u> his wife 

Apr. 11. John, son of John Cox and Roza his wife 

July 29. Barnard, s*>n of Jacob Harman, Sailer, and Ann hb wife 

Oct. 4. George, son of Mr. Geo. Williamson, Mercht., and Ann his wife 

,, 12. John, son of Capt. Richd Pierce and Ann his wife. 

Nov. 18. Elizth., daughter of Capt. Andrew Glen* md Lucy Maria his wife 

1740. 

Jan. 4, John, son of Mr. Henry Rumbold, Secty., and Sarah his wife. 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain. 

Jan. 4 * Harriet Davis, daughter of Mr. Willm. Davis in Council, and Mm Ann 
Southern. 

„ 11. Abraham, son of Walter Wantroostwycke, Co. Carpenter. 


• Married, Ft. St. Gao. Sarah Baanut, 1731, Aug. 17th 
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Sept. *7. Ann, daughter of Capt. Richd. Pieice and Ann his wife. 

Oct. 13. William, sen of Mr. Willm. Barwell in Council, and Elizth., his wife. 

Nov. 1. Isabella, daughter of Mr. Thos. Gregory Warren and Martha his wife. 

Ann Martha, daughter of Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain and Dorothy his wife. 
Reeve Willm. James, son of Capt. Reeve Jobbins and Sophia his wife. 
Hannah, daughter of Capt. John Fenton* and Hannah Rochester his wife. 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain. 

Willm., son of Capt. Richd. Mann and Antee his wife. 

Eliz., daughter to Mr. John Halsey, in Council, and Ann his wife. 

Richd., son of Mr. Wm. Barwell in Council and Eliz., his wife. 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain. 

Ann, daughter of Capt. John Lloyd and Margaret Louisa his wife. 

Robt., son of Gervas Bellamy, Chapn., and Dorothy his wife. 

David Sett, son of Christian and Clara his wife. 

Willm , son of John Eliot and Annah his wife. 

Henry, son of Waltei Troostwykef and Eliz. his wife. 

Eliz Martha, daughter of Mr. Henry 'Palmer, Mercht. and Sarah his wile 
John Bruce, son of Nicholas Rasmus and Eli/.., his wife. 

Thos. and Robt., sons of Capt. Richd. Mann and Antee his wife. 
Arabella, daughter of Mr. Richd. Bourchier, Mercht. and Eliz., his wife 
Thos., son of Wm. Vanderbergh and C. (tic). 

Chas., son of Henry Rombold and Sarah his wife. 

(Sd.) Gerv*s Bellamy, Chaplain . 

James, son of Jas. Cook and Rachel his wife. Baptised by Gervas 
Bellamy, Chaplain. 

Willm., son of Waller Troostwyk and Eliz. his wife. By ditto. 

John, son of Mr. Win. Barwell in Councill, and Eliz., his wife. By ditto. 
Eliztb., daughter of Mr. Wm. Norton and Clarl, his wife. By ditto! 
Rachel, daughter of Capt. John Beck and Cath. his wife. By ditto. 
Mary, daughter of Capt. Sami. Lutton and Barbara, his wife. By Robt. 
Wynch, Chaplain. 

Elizth., daughter of Mr. Jona. Ranson, Pilo*, and Eliz. his wife. By 
Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain. 

Henry John, son of Mr. Henry Palmer, Mercht , and Saralr his wife. 
By ditto. 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy \ Q ) 

(Sd.) Robt. Wvhch / * 


>1 

18. 

Dec. 

9- 

» 

16. 

1741. 

Feb. 

*4- 

Sept. 

12 . 

>1 

3*- 

1742 . 

Jan. 

14. 

>1 

26 . 

Feb. 

u. 

Apr. 

T2. 

July 

7- 


1 5* 

Sept. 

*7- 

Oct. 

20. 

Nov. 

25- 

Dec. 

21 

- 

3 1 * 

1 743- 

June 

t 

n 

3- 

July 

20 . 

Aug. 

3°* 

Sept. 

25* 

Oct. 

*3‘ 

n 

' 19 . 

Nov. 

*9* 


• Died, eoth December 1740. 
t See, 1740, Jan. nth. 




BAPTISMS IN BENGAL , 77/ j— ij$ 8 . 


*5* 


1744. 

Feb. 1. 

Mar. 7. 
Apr. 26. 
June 9. 

July 1 1. 
Aug. to. 


Oct. 26. 
Dec. 4. 

15- 


Sabina, Miss Mason's slave girl. Baptised By Gervas Bellamy, Chaplain 
Michael, son of Sami. Belly, soldr. and Barbara # his wife. By ditto. 
Rebecca Ann, daughter to Mrs. Sarah Rumbold, widow. By Robt. Wynrh 
Mary, daughter of Mr. Roger Drake and Mary his wife. By Gervas 
Bellamy, Chaplain 

Cbas., son of John Goreing and Jane his wife. By Mr Wynch, Chaplain 
Phanny, daughter of Mr [n Douggi II and Henrietta, his wife. By Mr 
Bellamy, Chaplain 

Catharine, daughter to Mr. Lewis Scnigate. By ditto. 

Maria Jacoba daughter to Mr. Jno Walbeeck in Councill at Houghly 
and Antonifi Jacoba Vander Sluys his wife. By ditto. 

Barbara, daughter of Capt. Sami. Button and Barbara his wife. By dit r o 
George, son of Thus Blaney and ^^ary his wife. By ditto. 


1745 


Jan 


| Chaplain \ 


Mai 


Apt. 


May 

June 

Sept. 

Oct. 

I* 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Sept. 29. 
11. 

* 3 - 
10. 

* 4 - 


9 Robt , son of Capt Richd Pieart e and Eh?., his wife. By ditto. 

12. llannth, daughtet to Mr John ('oles and Christiana By Mi Wyn« 1 
Chaplain 

, (Sd ) Gfrws Bm wjy 

(Sd) Robi Wwcn 
12 James, son of Capt David Rolxitson Baptd By Gervas Bellamy, Chapla 
2 John, son of John Knox and Mary Thomas By ditto 
12. Hannah, daughter of Mi John Coales and Christiana By Robt Wjiim, 
Chaplain 

George, Servant to Capt. Geo. Williamson 

'Thomas, son of Cipt. Thos Fenwick and Eli/th his wife. By R >bt 
Wynch, Chaplain. 

Penelope, daughter of Pedio Cefario and Cli/th his wife. ByGu\i> 
Bellamy, Chaplain. 

Joanna Maria, daughter of Jan Willen Verboon and Johanna Heim iv 
Blick his wife. By ditto. 

Robert Searl, son of Robt. Norton and Clara his wife. By ditto. 

Samuel, son of Daniel Michaelbrough and Maria his wife. By ditto. 
Fanney, daughter of Capt. John Thorp and Eligth. his wife. By ditto 
Bastian, son of Albert Samuel Hick and Anna his wife. By ditto 
Laurence, son of Nicholas Rasmus, Mariner, and Ehzth. his wife. By 
ditto. 

Anna Petfonella, daughter of John Walbeeck, Esq., and Antonia Jacoba 
his wife. By ditto. 

14. Johanna daughter of Mr. John Hendricksze and Esthora Thomasma. 
By ditto. 

30. John, son of Capt. John Lloyd and Margaret I^ouisa his wife. By ditto. 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy 
(S d.)RoBT. Wynch 


1 7* 
18. 


7 * 


Calcutta. 


Chaplains . 
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Jun 11. Thos. son of Capt. Richd. Peirce and Ann his wife. By Gervas Bellamy, 

Chaplain. t 

30. Thos. Daniel, son of Abraham Flienusand Domingo his wife. By ditto. 
Apr. 3. Martha, daughter of John Gunby and Ann his wife. By ditto. 

„ 19. Elizth. daughter of Capt. Thos. Fenwick and Elizth. his wife. By Robt. 

Wynch Chaplain. «, 

June 2. James, son of Jas. Roberton,* Marr. and Jane his wife. By Gervas 
Bellamy, Chaplain. 

July 4. Margaret, daughter of Peter Smith, Sergt. and Elizth, his wife. By ditto. 

Sept 4. Elizth., daughter of Thos. Blany and Mary his wife. By ditto. 

Oct. 20. Thos. son of Perrypurple Templart and Frances his wife. By ditto. 

Nov 16. Mary, daughter of Cardigan Richd. Dutton, Marr. and Ann his wi f e. 
By ditto. 

Dec 21 John, son of Capt. John Vass. 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy 1 

\ Chaplains. 

(Sd.) Robt. Wynch ) 

1 747- 

Feb 12. Charlotte, daughter of Roger Drake and Mary his wife. 

,, 21. Augustus, son of Capt. John Norton and Clara his wife. 

Mar. 1. Elizth. daughter of John Hudson, Marr. and Leah his wife 

May 14. Samuel, son of Albert Sami. Hick, Marr. and Anna his wife. 

July 2. George, son of Capt. Geo. Goring and Jane his wife. 

Aug. 21. Willm. son of Capt. Thos. Fenwick and Elizth. his wife. 

Sept. 16. Mary, daughter of Thos. Holmes, Mariner. 

Oct. 9. Barbara, daughter of Capt. Sami. Lutton and Barbara his wife. 

Nov. 29. Mary Herbert, daughter of Robt. Eyre, Esq., and Mary his wife. 

Dec 1. Johanna Elizabetha, daughter of John Walbeck, Esq., and Antonia Jacoba 
his wife. 

Johanna Margareta, daughter of Jno. Christain Poliak f and Elizth. his wife 
6. Margaret, daughter of Robt. Roberton, Mariner, and Jane his wife 
9. Mary, daughter of John Shaw and Christiana his wife. 

22. Roger, son of Willm. Barwell, Esq., and Elizth. his wife. 

1748, 

j&r 10. Mary, daughter of Humpy Bellamy, Esq., and Mary his wife 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy ) 

V Chaplains. 

(Sd.) Robt. Wynch J 


» “ Robt. Robertson ” according to Hill, 
t Parry Purple Templar the first husband of u Begum" Johnson. 
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i i$—contd. 

May. 10. Henry Jonathan Ranson, son of Capt Jonath. Ranso n and Elizth. his 
wife. 

„ *3- J ohn Anna > daughter of John Forster, Esq., late Govr. and Alice his wife 

May. 25. Anna Catharina, daughter of Mr. Willm Verboon and Johanna Hermina 
his wife. 

June 15. Henry, son of John Pinnaty, Pilot, and Enone Dies, his wife. 

„ 27- Mary, daughter of Capt. Henry Wedderburn and Alice his wife. 

July 5. Edward, son of Capt. Thos. Fenwick and Elizth his wife. 

„ 24. Richard, son of Cardigan Richd. Dutt >n, Mariner, and Anna, his wife 

Aug. 5. Mary, daughter of Jeremiah Macmahone and Anne his wife. 

Sept. 24. Nicholas, son of Mr. John Cauty, Surgeon. 

Oct, 15. Frances, daughter of Mr. Parry Purple Templer and France* his wife 
Nov. 17. Thomas, son of Capt. Robt. Norton and Clara his wife, 

„ 22. James, son of Capt. Jas. Irwin and Sarah his wife 

Dec. 2. Anne, daughter of Capt. Philip Cartatel and Ann his wife. 


1 749* 

^ S. Jan. 12. Sarah Rudolphina, daughter, of John Walbeck, Esq., and Antonia Jacoba 
his wife.* 

„ 13 John Christian, son of John Christian Pollack and Elizth. his wife.* 

„ 25. John, the son of Mr. Hugh Maclane the Sergeant. 


(Sd ) Gervas Bellamy 
(Sd.) Charles Webber 


>■ Chaplains. 


Feb. 22. John, the son of Grace Parker, Inhabitant 
Mar. 15. Sarah Giles, daughter of Hannah and faint’s Giles 

• „ 18. George Dean, son of Richard Dean 

Api. 7. Maiy, daughter of Mi. John Afton,t Pilot, ani Mir> his v.fe 
May 30. Thomas Corsely, son of Mr. Thos Cooke and Sarih Coisely Bridges 
his wife. 

June 4. James, the son of Mr. Gabriel Snodgrass. 

„ 16. William, the son of Capt, Fenwick and Elizth , his wife. 

July 29. Lawrence, son of John Rope, Mariner, and Maria his wife. 

Aug. 19. Thos., son of Thos Piddington, Mariner and Mary his wife. 

Sept. 30. Jane, daughter of Capt. George Goring and Jane his wife. 

Oct. 9. John, son of Mr. Thos, Browne, Inhabitant, and Elizth., his wife. 

* 13, Elizth., daughter of Willm. Fytche, Esq.,t and Lucey his wife. 

„ 14. Elizth., daughter of Doctor John Knox and Elizth., his wife. 

„ 23. Sarah Gambier, daughter of Mr. James Irwin, Merchant, and Sarah his wife. 

„ 24. John, son of Alexr. Scott, Inhabitant, and Margaret his wife. 

• 'riie despitch idds it Hdughly. 
f Should he Aston. 

% Fytche afterwards Govr. married, Ft. St. Geo. (744*45 ( 35 th Feb.) Lucia Beard. 

39 
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3. Peter Hendrick, son of Benjamin Handenbrough and Francisca his wife, 
91. Millecent, daughter of Roger Drake, Esq., and Mary his wife. 

28. John, son of Capt. David Rannie, Inhabitant and Elizth., his wife, 

30. Elizth., daughter of Mr. Joseph Bendall and Anne his wife, Inhabitants. 

16. Elizth., daughter of Mr. John Smith and Mary his wife, inhabitants. 

17. William, son of Francis Alexander Corporal and Johanna his wife. 

1 a. James Henry, son of Capt. Henry Wedderburn and Alice his wife. 

19. Francis, son of John Pinnis, Pilot, and Anona* his wife. 

(Sd.) Gbrvas Bellamy! q 
(Sd.) Charles Webber ' 

6. John, son of Mr. D. Lascells and Mary Pearson^ a country woman. 

9. Daniel, son of John Empson, Seaman, and Ann his wife. 

21. Joseph, son of Joseph Porter, Mariner, and Ann his wife 
27. Mary, daughter of John Cooke, Pilot e, and Mary his wife. 

27. Archibold, son of Robt Roberton, Pilot, and Jane his wife. 


Nov. 


Dec. 

11 

Jan. 


Feb. 


Apr. 


May 

N S. Apr. 21. Gertruyda Josina, daughter of John Wasbeerk, Esq., of Roughly, and , 
Antonia Jocoba, his wife. 

„ ji. Matheus Sigismund, son of Mr. John Christian Pal lack, Meicht. and 
Elizth. his wife. At Houghly. 

„ ai. Louisa, daughter of Mr Simon Bentodw and Helina his wife 
June 24. Anna, daughter of John Rope,t Coiporal, and Mary his wife. 

July 11. Willm,, son of Lieut. John Shaw and Christiana his wife. 

Sept. 23. John, son of John Kempe, Ensign, and Appollona his wife. 

Nov. Mary, daughter of Richd. Man and Antonia his wife. 

„ 1. James, son of James Mackie and Mary his wife. 

Nov. 18 Margaret, daughter of James Campbell and Clara his wife. 

N.S. Nov. 25 Elizabeth Johanna daughter of Gualter Vander Beek, Esq , and Jybilla 
Hermina his wife at Houghly. 

Dec. 7 John Eelixerd and William, Twins of John Holland, Esq., Major, and 
Sophia his wife.} 

„ 15 Elizth., daughter of Capt. David Rannie and Elizth., his wife. 

„ 22 Amelia, daughter of William Watts, Esq , and Frances his wife. 


I7S 1 

Jan. 


3 

5 

*3 

28 


Hugo, son of Christian Hartong, Soldier, and Maria his wife. 

Sarah, daughter of Capt. Samuel Lutton and Sarah his wife. 

Robt. son of Abraham Curry, Soldier, and Esperance his wife. 

Henry, son of Henry Kelsall, Chief of Balasore, and Isabella, his wife. 


(Sd.) Gkrvas Bellamy 
(Sd.) Robert. Maplbtoft! 


1 Chaplains. 


• 11 Anna” in n«xt despatch. 

t Sec Hill , *• Roop.” Hill, however, omits this baptism (above). 
\ Eelixerd but Edward in duplicate. 
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• 76 1 

Feb. 

*4 


23 

Mar. 

aa 

Apr. 

3 

May 

*5 

July 

*9 

Aug. 

23 

I> 

28 

Sept. 

22 

Oft 

7 


2 5 

Nov. 

2 1 

l 75 2 - 

Jan 

7 

M 

8 


Jan. 

21 

n 

21 

Mar. 

12 

Apr. 

7 

N. S Apr. 19. 

Apr. 

T 9* 

11 

19. 

May 

2. 

i) 

a 7* 

Sept. 

2. 

it 

a. 

Oct. 

7 * 

Sept 

14. 


Louisa, daughter of Mi. Cordigan Richd. Dutton, Inhabitant and Arm 
fiis wife. 

Eyles, son of Capt. James Irwin,* Inhabitant, and Sarah his wife. 

Nicholas Willm., son of Capt. Robt. Saunderson and Mary his w fe 
(deceased) 

Edward James, son of Thos. Holmes, Inhabitant, and Eleanor his wife 
John, son of John Angier, Soldier, and Maria his wife. 

William John, son of William Burton, Inhabitant, and Anna his wife, a 
country woman. 

Elizth., daughter of Michael Orri), Inhabitant, and Julianna his wife 
John, son of John Aston, Pilot, and Eluth., his wife. 

John, son of Stephen Berrow, Mariner, and Johanna his wife 
John James son of John James, Manner, and Ann Taylor, a country 
woman. 

Robt. son of Robt Robeiton, Pilot, deceased! and Jane his wife 
Nathaniel, son of Nathl Kerfoot, Mariner, and Mary his wife 

Richard, son of Richd Bowlei, 'seigeant, and Rachel his wife 
Eli/th., daughter of John Chtworlh of the Sloop, and Frances his wife 

(bd.) Gbrvas Rsimmy 1 

Y Ckaplaw 

(Sd) Roberi Maplhoft J 

Mary, daughter of Cornelius Mackey, Corporal, and Hannah his wife 
William, son of Willm Bumtrim, Soldi in Capt Clayton's To, «. 1 
Mary ditto. 

Wm. Roger Anthoney son of Mr Wm Dumbleton and Eluth ditt< 
Edward, son of Edward Moore, Pilot, and [ blank 1 ditto. 

Wm. Bartholomaus, son of Oualter Vandcr Beck, Esq , and byb a 
Hermina his wife. 

Marinus, son of Michael Bastiaanse, Esq , and Susanna, do 
Isabella Wilhelmina, daughter Mr. Win Verboon and Johanna Heim.na 
his wife. All of Houghly. 

John, sdh of John Davis, Soldr., and Maria his wife. 

James, son of John Kempe, Ensign, and Appollona, ditto 
Charfes, son of Capt. Laurence Withermgton and Hannah, ditto. 
Helen, daughter of Capt. Charles Douglas and Jane, ditto 
Elizth., daughter of Edward Holden Cruttenden, Esq., and Elizth., ditto. 
Walter, son of Adriaan Bisdom, Esq.,! Chief of the Dutch Factory at 
Cossimfcazar, and Amelia Constantia his wife. 


♦ Irwin, Bylts. Traveller and Author. Supdt. of Madras. See D. N. B. 
juried, 13 th Sapt *75* « 

t £iado9>, A, Afterwards Govr. of Cbinsurah, signed the Treaty of Dec 1759 Crawford’s 
Stiff Hist tfHugkH Dist n p. 40. 
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Oct. 4. 


Nov r. 

„ * 9 * 

M *S‘ 

Dec. 4. 


1 7S J* 
Jan. 10. 

» * 5 - 


Apr 6 

May a 7 . 
Sept 2. 
Dec. 10 


Johanna Elizabeth Gerardina, daughter of Andreas Francis Immens and 
[blank] his wife. 

James, son of Archibald Campbell and Ann de Rozano. 

Charles, son l of John Aston, Pilot, and Mary his wife. 

Lucy, daughter of Bulkeley Hope and Isabella, ditto. 

George, son of George Stepely, a Swiss Sergt. and [blank] his wife 
Edward, son of Wm. Watts, Esq., and Frances his wife. 

Cornelius Wm., son of Cornelius Webb, Soldr., and Thomksa, ditto 
Henry Wm., son of Capt. Saunderson. 


(Sd.)GKRVAs Bellamy 
(Sd.) Robt. MAPLuorr 


\ Chaplains 


Mary, daughter of Capt. Willian Dogan. 

Janett, daughter of Capt. David Rannie and Elizth. his wife. 

Margaret, daughter of John Rope, Corpl. in Capt. Fenwick. Compy., and 
Maria his wife. 

Chailes, son of Willm. Mackett, Esq., and Ann. his wife. 

Mary, daughter of Capt. John Durant. 

Daniel, son of Mr. Willm. Dumbleton and Elizth., his wife 
Charles, son nf Capt Hemy Wedderburn, and Alice his wife 


(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy 
(Sd.) Robt. Mapletoft 


} 


Chaplains 


1754. 

Jan 13 William, son of Mr. McGwiie and Lucy his wife 

„ 24. Jane Mary Eyre, daughter of Edward Eyre, Esq. 

Feb 17. Jane Martinus, son of George Louis Vernet, Esq, of Houghly, and 
Helena Adriana his wife. 

„ 17 Johannes Rudolph, son of Gualtei Vandei Beek of Houghly, Esq., 

and Sebilla Hermina his wife. 

Mar. 12. Anna Maria, daughter of the Rev. Mr. Robt Mapletoft and Sarah his wife. 

Apr 19 Sarah, daughter of Edward Holden Cruttenden, Esq / and Elizth., his wife 

May 1 Catharine Caroline, daughter of Capt. John Buchanan and Mary his wife. 

fuly 1 Marinus, son of Micheel Bastiaanse of Houghly, Esq., and Susanna Van 
Reine his wife. 

„ 1 1 Cornelia Hermina, daughter of Mr. Jan William Verboon of Houghley 

onder-Koepman and Joanna Hermina Blick bis wife. 

, 2. Zacharias Joannes, son of Mr. Zacharias Joannes Van Kenvell t of Houghly, 

Mariner, and Joanna Hillegonda Vander Sluys his wife. 

„ 3* Elizth., daughter of Paul Richard Pearkes, Esq,, and Adriana Cecils his 

wife. Aged Eleven months, being born at Dacca. 

3. Charlotte, daughter of Richard Becher and Charlotte his wife. 
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1754— tontd* 

Nov. 14. Jonathan Baldrick, son of Mr. William Dumbleton and Elizth., his wife 
„ 24. John, son of Capt. John Grant of Madras, deceased, and Mary a country 

woman. 

1755 

Jan. 13. Lydia, daughter of Mr Charles Child,* Schoolmaster and Christiana his 
wife. 

25. Soplfla, daughter of William Watts., Esq , and Frances his wife 
Feb. 24. William, son of Mr. John Aston, Pilot, and Mary his wife. 

25. Mary, daughter of Capt [Thomas] Swaine Mariner, and Martha his wife 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy 1 ) 

V Chaplains 

(Sd.) Robt. Mapletoi i j 

Maj. 13- Arthur, son of Mr. William McGwtie and Lucy lus wife. 

Apr 18. Daniel Petrus, son of Robert Hendnrk Annenault, of Houghly, Esq, 

and Ida Joanna Smith his wife 

June 13. Charles, son of Mr. George Gray and Elizth , his wif« 

Aug. 5. Samuel, son of John Empson, Sloopsmau and Ann his wife 
20. Ann, diughter of Willm. Macket, Esq., and Ann his wife 
Sept. 1. Peter Louis, son of George Louis Vernel, of Flughly, Esq, and Helena 
Adriana his wife. 

10. John, a Slave Boy belonging to Mi L lk 1 Scrifi ) \ 

^ Elizth., daughter of John Meado v-> and ( ' itharma 

18. Mary, daughter of Capt. Sammel f auton and Sarih his wife demised. 

Oct. 18. Jan, son of Michael Bastmnse, iLq , of 1 lughly, and Sasuiin his wife 

30. Robt., son of the Rev. Mr. Robt. Mapletoft and Sirah his wife. 

Nov. 12. Frances, daughter of Thonns Coales, Esq , and Frances his wif» 

19. Robt., son of Daniel Whaley, Inhabitant, and Ann his wife 
Dec. 3. WiUm., son of Lieut. Willm. Bishop and a country woman 

1756. 

Illegible 3. Lucia, daughter of Mr. William McGwire, Comp/s. Servant and Luna 
his wife. 

8. Elizabeth, daughter of Lieut. Cudmore 

(Sd.) Gervas Bellamy) 

V Chaplains . 

(Sd.) Robt. Mapletoft J 

• Child See Hill’# List. It may be added that Child died, July 8, 1817, within two months 
of completing his* tooth year. See Btngal Obitiuiy, p, l6t. 



i5» 


BENGAL : PAST & PRESENT. 


A List of the Governors in Bengal between the years 1713 & 1758. 


Names. 

«. 

Assumed charge of office. 

1 

Remarks. 

John Russell 

Mar. 

4, 1710-11 ‘ 


Dismissed by order of the Court. 

Robert Hedges 

Dec. 

3 , 17 M 


Died, Dec. 28, 1717, 

Samuel Feake 

Jan. 

12, 1717-18 



John Deane 

Jan. 

17, 1 7S2-2J 

1 


Henry Frankland 

Edward Stephenson 

Jan. 

Sept. 

30, 1725-26 

17, 1728 

i 

Died, Aug. 23, 1728, 

John Deane (second time)... 

Sept. 

18, 1728 

la 

g 


John Stackhouse 

Feb. 

25. ] 73 *- 3 * 

* 

President, m the Bay. Govr. and 
Commander-in-Chief for the 
United E. I. Co. 

Thomas Bradyll ... 

Jan. 

29- >738-39 



John Forster 

Feb. 

4. • 745 46 . 



William Harwell 

April 

18, 1748 

... 

Dismissed by order of the Court. 

Adam Dawson 

July 

17. *749 

... 

Ditto. 

William Fytche 

July 

5 » *752 

... 

Died, Aug. 8, 1752. 

Roger Drake 

Aug. 

8. 1752 

... 

Deposed, June 20, 1758. 

William Watts 

June 

22, 1758 

... 

Resigned in favor of Col. Clive. 

Col. Robert Clive 

June 

* 7 . > 758 - 




A List of Christenings from the 1st day of September 1757 
to the last day of December 1758. 


* 757 * 


Sept. 

Oct. 


Dec. 

»> 

»» 


<1 


1. Baptised a daughter of Mr. Vernet, the Dutch Chief at Cassimbazer. 

»i. „ Helena Louisa Rebaut, daughter of Peter John Rebaut at 

Chinsura. 

1. „ Roger Gray, son of Doctor Gray. 

4. „ John Curtis, son of John Curtis at Patna, 

y. „ Michael Bastianse, son of Michael Bastianse, Dutch Secretary 

' fit Chinsura. 

as. „ George Gregory, son of Mr. Gregory. 

*4* i> Charles, ton of Mr. Collin Campbell 
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1757 — contd, 

Dec. 29. Baptised Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. Charles and Amelia Weston. * 


1758. 

Feb. 

19* M 

John Robert Dollis, son of James Dollis. t 

Mar. 

9* 

William, the son of Mr. William and Mary Holland. 

Apr. 

4* 

John and Charles Cook, the sons of Mr. John Cook. John born 

Apr. 

22. 

the 3rd March 1756. Charles born the 18th January 1757 
Henry White, the son of Mr. John White. 

»> 

29- 

Solomon, the son of Mr Herbert and Mrs. Sarah Pyfinch. 

Sept. 

10. „ 

Charles Francis, the son of Capt. Charles Palmer and Ann his 

. 


wife. 

M * 

17- 

Thomas Brydges, die son of Cipt. Thos. Townsend and 

• 

• 


Frances his wife. 

II 

24- n 

Isabella, the daughter ot Maria Malay 

♦it 

27- 

David, the son of l)av>d Hart. 

Ort. 

2. ,, 

Daniel the son of Robert Hendrick Anneiuiilt and Ida Johanna 

1 

8. 

Smith [his wife.] of Chinsura. 

Helena, a daughtei of Margarita 

jj 

18. „ 

George, the son of Cttluiina th* Ro/atia 

Nov. 

20! „ 

Robert William, the son of the Rev. Mi John Zarhui sh 

n 

22. „ 

Kiernander and Wendela his wife. 

Isaac Maylay, a Soldier bom at Batavia. 

ti 

28. „ 

Elizabeth, the daughter of William and Judy Parkes. 

t» 

6. 

Charles Brian Playdell, } son of Mr. Playdell. 

Calcutta, \ 

(Sd.) Henry Builer, Chaplain . 

Dec. 31 , 1758. > 


• Weston Elizth. Eldest daughter of Chas. Weston, became Mrs. Johnson and <Wd Mai h 
*783, aged 22 . Buried at Chinsurah with her younger sister, Mrs. Mary Diemer 
f ]as. Dollars (Hill). 

\ See Hill and Bengal Obituary. 




§)teforg of tyt Coff&je of 
TJJtfftam. 

[Continued from page 2p of Vol, VII , J 
Compiled by Lt -Col. G. S. A. Ranking, m.a., m.d., i.m.s., (Retired ) 

V. The Internal Economy of the College of Fort William, 

The first entry in the Vol. I of the Proceedings of the Council is as follows 
The Visitor has been pleased to appoint the Honourable Henry Wellesley, 
George Hilaro Barlow, Esq., and Neil Benjamin Edmonstone, Esq., to be Members of 
the Council of the College,— Dated College of Fort William, 24th April 1801. The 
abovenamed with the Reverend David Brown, Provost, and the Reverend Claudius 
Buchanan, Vice-Provost, made up the Governing Body of the College under the 
Statutes. The first Resolution passed by the Council provided for the allowance of 
eighty Rupees a month house-rent to those students who are not accommodated in the 
College. The Writers’ Buildings had been appropriated to the use of the College, 
as we learn from the following notice which appeals in the Calcutta Gazette of 
September 25, 1800. 

Fort William, iM August 1800. 

The Most Nolle the Governor-General has made the following appointments for 
the purpose of carrying into effect the Institution of a College at Fort William undei 
Regulation IX, A.D. 1800 

The Reverend Divid Brown ... Provost . 

The Reverend Claudius Buchanan, A.B. ... Vice-Provost 

Professorships. 

Arabic Language and Mahomedan Law ... Lieutenant John Baillie. 

Persian Language and Literature ... Lieutenant-Colonel William Kirk- 

patrick, Frqncis Gladwin and 1 
Neil Benjamin Edmonstone ■ Esq, 

Hindoostanee Language ... John Gilchrist , Esq, 

The Regulations and Laws enacted by the 
Governor-General in Council, &c,, for the 
Civil Government of the British Terri- 
tories ... George Ifilarq Barlow , Esq, 

Greek, Latin and English Classics ... The Reverend Claudius Buchanan, 

Fort William, 18 th September 1800. 
The Most Noble th$ Governor-General has appointed the Reverend David 
Brown, Provost, the Reverend C. Buchanan, Vice-Provost, G. A. Barlow, Esq., N. B. 
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Edmonstone, Esq., and Lieutenant-Colonel VV. Kirkpatrick to be the Council for the 
immediate government, internal regulaton and discipline of the College of Fort 
William. 

Published by Command of the Most Noble the Governor-General. 

Council Chamber, G. H. Barlow, 

September 18 th, 1800. Chief Secretary to the Government. 

By order of the Most Noble the Governor-General, apaitments are preparing at 
Calcutta for the temporary accommodation of the Superior Officers of the College of 
Fort William, for the Chamber of such of the students as cannot be lodged in the 
Writers’ Buildings, for the Library and for the Public Halls. The Public Table for 
the use of the students will be opened in the month of November, and due notice 
wilt be given of the day appointed for that purpose. 

The lectures in the Arabic, Hindoostanee and Persian languages will commence 
t q the month of November, due notice will be given of the respective days fixed for 
the lectures. 

The first regular term of the College of Fort William will open on the 6th day 
of February 1801. 

Provost’s Chambers; 

David Brown, 

Council House Street, 

Provost, 

September 18 th, 1800. 

On the 15th November the following notice was issued 
College at Fort William. 

Lectures will commence from Monday the 24th of November, and will be 
continued to the end of the year in the Arabic, Persian and Hindoostanee languages, 
viz., Arabic on Mondays and Thuridays at eleven o’clock, first lecture on Monday 
the 24th. 

Persian , on Tuesdays and Saturdays at ten o’clock, first lecture on Tuesday the 
2$th. 

Hindoostanee , on Wednesdays and Fridays at nine o'clock, first lecture on 

Wednesday the 26th! 

The Public Table will be opened for the use of students on Monday the 24th. 
Students who have subscribed their names in the Lecture Book are exempted by 
order of the Most Noble the Governor-General in Council from all public duties. 

The Public Library being now founded, the names of any persons who may 
think fit to make donations of books to the College will be recorded in a Register to 
be kept bf the names of the benefactors to the institution. 

Provost’s Chambers ; 

David Brown, 

Council House Street, 

Provost. 

November 15/A, 1800. 


4 * 
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The Bill Book of the College shews that on the 31st May 1800, the following 
sums were due as house-rent 

Rs. A. p. 

For Mr. Pine’s house ... ... ... aoo 0 0 

For Mr. Bailey’s house to 1 st March ... 353 5 4 

For Mr. Mill’s house ... ... 746 o 0 

For Mr. McPherson’s house to 31st May ... 500 0 0 

For Mr. Meridith's buildings as per bill ... ... 1141a 0 

For Mr. Colvin’s to 31st May ... ... 980 0 0 

It appears likely that these are the houses engaged for the superior officers of 
the College, the Library and Public Halls mentioned in the Notification of September 
18th, 1800, as immediately following is a bill for “house occupied by the students on 
house allowance. ” The total of these two bills amounts to Rs. 6,764-9-8. In June 
1801, a resolution was passed ordering that the Secretary to the Council of the 
College should be accommodated with apartment in the College and that Mr 
Moscrop’s house should be retained for that purpose. 

Dr. Gilchrist was_at first accommodated in the Writers' Buildings, but was 
required to leave them on the 1st November 1800, and was by a subsequent lesolu 
non of Council (15th November 1802) granted house rent at the rate of 150 Sicca 
Rupees per mensem with effect from 1st November 1800. 

By a later entry we find that the number ;ented in Meridith’s Buildings were 
12 and 15, the landlord being a Mr. W. Gaynard, while Mr. McPherson's house 
above referred to was No. 14 Mangoe Lane and Mr M. Bayley’s house was in 
Ranee Moodey Gulley, (British India Street). 

A Bill, dated 3rd March 1802 shews that Mr. Colvin’s and Mr. Pine’s houses 
were rented for the College the formei at Rs. 367-8 and the latter at Rs. 200 monthly 
rental. That Mr. Colvin’s house was the one attached to the Vice-Provost appears 
from the bills for July 1802. While at that date Dr. Dinwiddie and Monsr. 
Duplessis were accommodated in Mr. Pine’s house (see Bill Book I, page 50). In this 
year the Secretary was also provided with a house the rental of which was 250 Rupees, 
and in 1803 Mr. Poignand’s house was “occupied for the use of the College” at a 
monthly rental of Rs. 190 and Prem Chand Banerjee’s house at a rental of Rs. 135. 
Mr. Poignand’s house is later described as “adjoining the College.” 

Mr. Pine’s house was vacated by the College on the 15th October 180a, and 
Monsr. Duplessis and Dr. Dinwiddie who occupied it were granted house-rent 
80 Rupees each. 

On the 1st June 1801 a circular requesting those students of the College of 
Fort William who intend to remain in Writers’ Buildings to sign their names* 
opposite to the numbers which they occupy, and calling upon those “gentlemen who 
at present reside in the Writers’ Buildings, but who are not attached to thfc College to 
quit them on the 10th instant.” This circular is signed by C. Rothman, Secretary, 
by order of the Reverend the Provost. 

All the correspondence is dated at this period from Provost’s Chambers, irbfcb 
were at all events in November 1800, situated in Council House Street 
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Certain houses had also been rented for the accommodation of the students as we 
find a Resolution of the first Council meeting 11 that the following houses rented for 
the accommodation of the students shall be given up, as being incommodious or bear 
ing too high a rent, viz 

1. The Bengal Bank. 

2. Moscrop’s house. 

3. Bailey’s house in Ranee Moodey Gulley. 

4. Caplin Mill’s house in Mangoe Lane. 

5. MacPherson’s house in Mangoe Lane . 

6. 5 Nos. Meridith’s Buildings. 

7. House next Bengal Bank. 

In a Circular, dated from Provost’s Clumbers 12th June 1801, we find that 
nurftbers 2 to 17 inclusive Were vacant in the Writers’ Buildings and students entitled 
to a residence by seniority were asked to put down their names opposite to the number* 
thjjy might wish to o<cupy. The numbers appeal to refei to double quirters, not to 
rooms, as in a fuithei Cnculai of the 15th June it is notified tint there still 
vacant number in the Wi iters Buildings, No 30110 100 n vacant, No 4 one ro >m 
vacant, No. 17 one ioo*n vacant, Nos. 2 and 5 to 15 uc vac mi 

Entry into the College appears to have been to so»n 1 extent opti >iu! ts /c and 
a Notification of the Public Department, dated 21st l)e<cmbu 1801, directing “suco 
of the youngei civil servants of the Company not attached to the College ol L* ort 
William who wish to be examined in the Persian, Hindoostanee 01 Bengalee language 
to give in thcii names to the Chief SecieUiy to the Government on or before the 
nth of Januaiy 1802. 

The house-rent allowed to students was evidently an inducement to them to 
live out of College. That they were permitted to select their own lodgings appear 
from a circular letter of the 13th June 1 801 requesting all students to state opposite 
their names on the annexed lists the places of their abode and directing them to give 
immediate notice to the Secretary of any change of residence. Steps were accordingly 
taken to compel students to live in College and on the r6th June, fifteen students 
were informed by letter that as they could be accommodated with rooms in the Writers’ 
Buildings their allowance for house-rent would cease on the 30th June. Three of 
these gentlemen were Jiving at Tulloh’s Garden House. On the 18th June, Mr. P 
H, Pechell is informed that the house he now occupies is wanted for the use of the 
College and he is requested to state whether he chooses rooms in the buildings or 
the allowance for house-rent Apparently Mr. Pechell objected as we find a second 
peremptory order to him to vacate the House immediately, dated 23rd June # j8oi. 

The regulations of the College seem to have been comraendably strict. The 
students wjsre obliged by Statute to dine in Hall, and leave of absence was not 
granted frem the public table oftener than twice a week, not even the Provost could 
grant permission for this absence. Each student in turn was appointed president of 
his own table for one week beginning from Monday, and every president was required 
to hind in to the Provost at the end of the week a return of those students who had 
been absent from dinner in Hall oftener than twice a week. They were also called 
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upon to furnish the names of any students at their table of which there were three in 
the College Hall who behaved with any irregularity. Letters from the Secretary 
shew that the Provost did not allow these regulations to be a dead letter. During the 
vacation leave of absence might be obtained only on application to the Govemcfr- 
Gcneral through the Provost, and when the leave was granted each student availing 
himself of it had to record his name in a book kept for the purpose at the Provost's 
Chambers both ou going on leave and on his return. 

Lectures were held daily in the College commencing at nine m the morning and 


lecturers required to report to the Provost weekly the names of absentees from 

lectures. 


The following were the first Professors appointed to the College — 

Laws and Regulations 

... George Hilaro Barlow. 

Hindoo Law and Sanskrit 

... Henry Thontas Colebrooke 

Hindoostanee 

... John Gilchrist. 

Persian ... 

... Francis Gladwin. 

Persian language and literature 

... Neil Benjamin Edmonstone 

Arabic (and Persian ?) 

... Lieutenant John Baillie. 

Greek and Latin Classics 

... Revd. Claudius Buchanan. 

Bengalee and Sanskrit 

... Revd. William Carey, 1st May i8or 

Tamul 

... Revd. J. Poezold. 

Natural Philosophy 

... Dr. James Dinwiddie, 4th March 1801 

Modern languages 

... Monsr. Duplessis, 5th March 1801. 

Mathew Lumsden appointed assistant to Lieutenant Baillie as Examiner in 

Persian nth May 1801. 


The number of students attending lectures in the various subjects in the third 

term of 1801 was as follows 


Persian language 

... .*• ... 3b 

Arabic ... ••• 

»*• ... ... 8 

Hindoostanee 

... 3a 

Bengalee ... 

••• ... 6 

Modern languages 

... ••• ... 6 


Up to the 30th June 1801, students were furnished with books at the expense of 
the College, but from that date they were required to provide their own. Mr, Gilchrist 
appears to have supplied a large number of these books as on the 8th September he 
presents a bill for 4,212 Rupees for books supplied to the students* 

The establishment of Munshis was on a very liberal scale. In each of the four 
Departments Arabic, Persian, Hindoostanee and Bengalee, there was one "Chief 
Munshi” on a salary of Rs. 200 a month, one "Second Munshi” onRs. ioo # a 
month. There were 50 subordinate munshis of whom to werft attached to the Persian 
Department, it to the Hindoostanee, 6 to the Bengalee and 4 to the Arabic 
Department. 

The Professors were required to dine in rotation fn the College Hall, being 
permitted to invite friends, whose names r however, had to be previously sent to 
Jhe College Stewards for transmission to the Provost. The Professor on duty was 
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presumably to keep order and was required to report any breach of decorum to 
the Provost, One Mr. Charles Chisholme seems to have been rather a light hearted 
person as we find him not only admonished for “ very indecorous, noisy and irregular 
behaviour at table,” but on the same date ordered “ either to cease to attend the 
Lectures in Experimental Philosophy delivered at the College by Dr Dinwiddle or to 
observe the decorum and respect due to the place, to the subject and to the audience 
The rules as to punctuality of attendance on lectures were rather lax, as we find the 
Council directing Lieutenant John Baillie that students arriving within half an hour 
after the commencement of the lecture are only to be reported as “ late ” not a^> 
“absent without leave ” (L. B 27th beptem ber 1802) The same to Mr J Gilchrist 
tnd Mr W Carey. This is the same young gentleman who has before been mentioned 
in connection with the hunting of the < it He appears to have been too much fo 
Dr Dinwiddle’s Philosophy 

The name of William Butterworth Bayley appears as President of the Second 
Fable on October rst, 1801 In this term certain regulations appear for the first time 
foi the observance of the Stewards of the College Hall who apparently had been doing 
a little not unprofitable busines> on their own account They are now foi bidden to 
make any profit whatever by the College beyond their monthly wages, they are 
therefore, debarred from receiving presents 01 discount or das to nee for any purchases 
which they make for the College They are not to supply student 1 with tiffins at 
their own apartments, nor are they to supply pnvate families with meat dressed or 
undressed, or any articles foi the table from th' College The broken meats from 
the College Hall are to be sent to the Calcutti fail 01 distributed to the poor, but no 
part is to be sold or given away to those who can afford to buy r I he “ current 
expenses” of the College averaged at this time six thousand rupees which $<ems to 
have been payable for house rent. The tible expenses m March 1802 amounted to 
4,080 Sicca Rupees, an average of about 50 Sicca Rupees a head, ind c er\ ints’ wages 
to 1,300 Sicci Rupees The Munshis ind Wilt ^ allowances tame to V27 Rupees 
monthly, and the Tradesmen’s bills for July and August to Rs 18,826 3 7, so that the 
College was a tolerably costly experiment In May 1802, ord ers appui to ha\e been 
issued directing the observance of furthet economy, as we find tint it 1 ( ounci* 
meeting the number 4)f servants of the College was reduced and th rite of wages 
lowered, an iconomy of 550 Rupees being effected in this way, and at the following 
Council meeting the expenses of the literary establi shment were reduced to 5,454 
Rupees From November 1st a fourth table was added in the College Hall shewing 
an increase in the number of students The ste wards were allowed apparently 
Jo Rupees a head for the expenses of the Public Table, as when there were 
90 students in December 1802 the stewards received a sumofRs 4,749 in advance 
for this purpose At the end of December, 21 students were in residence m Writers'* 
Buildings and were ordered by the College Council to quit the Buildings on or 
before the 31st January *1802 and 38 other students were directed fo oqcupy 
apartments in Writers’ Buildings from the 1st February 1802. These were the 3$ 
students last admitted, as appears from a Resolution in Council of the s8th December 
1801, It was resolved that on the admission of new students the juniors in the Vst 
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shall go out of the buildings in succ ession. It is rather curious tbat'this meeting of , 
the Council is not recorded in the volume of Proceedings. It occurs only in the 
letter book. It would sepm that for “ J uniors " we should read “ Seniors ” to make 
the procedure logical and we find from other documents that this was actually the 
practice. Every student who was required to turn out was to receive a month’s 
notice, and house-rent was not to be allowed to any student entitled to apartments in 
the buildings under these regula tions. 

In December 1801 two important changes occurred in the College Council owing 
to the resignation of office by The Honourable Henry Wellesley and the Honourable 
Mr. Barlow. In consequence of these resignations His Excellency the Governor- 
General appointed Mr. Barlow to be Acting Visitor of the College, during the absence 
of the Governor-General from the Presidency, and Mr. -H. T. Colebrooke and Mr. 

J. H. Harington were appointed Members of the Council of the College, the former 
gentleman being also appointed Professor of Hindoo Laws and of Sanskrit, and Mr. 
Harington becoming Professor of the Laws and Regulations of the British Government 
in India. 

A second Chapter of Statutes was enacted by Marquis Wellesley at this tunc 
which seems to have escaped the notice of those who published the Volume of 
Statutes of which a copy exists in the Imperial Library (1863 Original), (it may be 
mentioned that this copy was originally the property of the College of Fort William) 
The Library of the Board of Examiners also contains a copy. 

The following is the text of the Statute referred to .— 

Chapter 2nd. Statute 1st. 

Whenever the Governor-General shall be absent Irom Fort William, he shall 
name a Member of the Council of Fort William to discharge the duties of Visitor 
under the direction of the Governor-General which Member of Council shall be 
entitled, Acting Visitor of the College of Fort William 

Statute 2nd. 

Whenever the name of a student shall be reported to the Visitor or Acting 
Visitor in the manner directed by Statute 9th of Chapter 1st such student shall be 
removed from the College during the pleasure of the Visitor, and the Visitor or Acting 
Visitor shall report the name of any such student to the Governor-General or Vice- 
President in Council in order that such student may be removed forthwith to some 
situation distant from the Presidency. 


Allahabad, 
Dtumber iW, 1801. 


(Sd.) Wellesley. 


The day following this enactment an order was sent by the Marquris Wellesley 
to the Provost and Council directing them to report all cases of irregular and 
disorderly habits among the students, His Excellency “ regrets to observe that some 
of th^ students have perverted the liberal establishments *of the Institution to the 
indulgence of expensive and licentious habits/ 1 His Excellency declares bis fiVm 
resolve to exclude all such students for the benefits of the College and directs tbe 
Popvost to regularly communicate to tbe Council of tbe College tbe names of those 
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students who shall be guilty of irregularities in the College Hall or at Public Lectures, 
and also of “ those who shall give entertainments at their own apartments or who 
shall engage in any kind of gaming or unbecoming amusement or whose conduct 
shall be in any way inconsistent with the character and situation of a student of the 
College." By Resolution of the Council (30th June 1801), a system of fines was 
introduced, to be “ imposed on those students who infringe any of the Statutes or 
Rules of the College ” and it was also lesolved that such fines should have " special 
reference to irregular conduct in College Hall and to non-attendance at Lectures and 
at the Public Table.” These fines were leviable by deduction from the monthly 
aljowances of the students by orders of the Council, and a register of fines was kept 
to be regularly transmitted to the Visitor at the end of every term 

In Januaiy 1802 we« find the names of seven students reported to the Acting 
Visitor as having made no adequate proficiency in the prescribed studies of the 
College, “they appeal to us to derive no benefit fiom their continuance in College 
We have further to icpnrt that they have all offended against the Slitutes and Rules 
of the College ” Some few of the students stem to have dcstrvtd the imputation 
of extiavagance, as m the cutifuates icquned from them by the statutes we find 
debts of foui, and in one case eleven thousand Sicca Rupees equuah nt to £ 500 and 
875 respectively. 

Following on this we find that the Vice Provost icquests < ertam gentlemen whose 
names are given “ to call upon him on Monday morning next at 10 o’clock,” p?e- 
sumably to receive admonition for theii misdeeds. 

Yearly, on February 6th, disputations were to be held in the Public Examination 
100m m the oriental languages by students appointed by the Council. The rules loi 
these disputations provided for a “ Respondent,” who was to be the defcndei of a 
proposition made by himself 111 the course of a shoit thesis. Against him were two 
opponents, the first of whom had to advance four arguments against the respondent’s 
proposition, while the second opponent brought two Each opponent when he had 
finished his arguments had to read a short thesis containing his real sentiments 011 
the subject. 

A Professor or Examiner was appointed as moderator whose province it was “ to 
stand by the respondent, to regulate the discussion in order that it may be conducted 
with becoming propriety ; to confine the parties to the question ” and so forth 

*For the disputations to be held on the 6th February 1802, the following were 
the appointments made 

Persian. 


Lovett 

Jentyns 

Eloyd 

Bajfley 

Lovett 

Lloyd 


Ml Respondent. 

1st Opponent. 
... 2nd Opponent. 


Hwdoostanse. 

... Respondent, 

... ... ut Opponent. 

••• t and Opponent. 
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Bengalee. 

Martin ... ... ... Respondent. 

Bayley ... ... ist Opponent. 

Hodgson • •• ... 2nd Opponent. 

See “Essays of Fort William 1802, "for the detailed essays which formed the < 
lubjects of this first disputation. 

The expenditure upon books for the College was very heavy and led to a 
remonstrance upon the part of the Acting Visitor. We find that Mr. Gilchrist had 
submitted a statement shewing that the expense of compiling and printing books for 
1802 in the Hindoostanee Department alone was 63,000 Sicca Rupees. The Visitor 
consequently directed that no more books should be received nor expense be incurred 
without the direct sanction of the College Council after inspection of the manuscript, 
and receiving an estimate of the cost. Mr. Gilchrist was apparently at that time 
co-proprietor of a Hindoostanee Press, as was also Dr. William Hunter, who subse- 
quently became Secretary of the College. The question of the printing of several of 
Dr. Gilchrist’s works became, as we shall see hereafter, the subject of some consider 
able correspondence, resulting in the refusal of the College to take over and pay for 
books of Dr. Gilchrist’s, at which he felt aggrieved, though he really seems to have 
had no ground of complaint against the College Council who had treated him with 
most lavish liberality in supporting bis publications. In the early days of the College 
it was the practice to transcribe books for the use of the students, but this was found 
to be so expensive that the Council ordered, by Resolution of the 30th June 
i8oi, that “the Professors be directed to select the useful parts of different 
books that they may be printed in one volume for the use of the students, such 
selections being previously submitted to the Council of the College.” An estimate 
submitted by Mr. Gilchrist in January 1802 “for books printed and which will 
continue printing during the ensuing year for the College in Calcutta ” comes to no 
less than 59,393 Rupees, exclusive of premia for the several translators, which he 
estimates at 4,000 Rupees, It is hardly to be wondered at that the Council expressed 
alarm at this expenditure, and called upon Mr. Gilchrist for an account of the works 
published since the resolution of the 30th June 1801. In hi& reply Mr, Gilchrist 
adopts rather an injured tone and complains of being “ fettered with too rigid economy 
and preliminary forms,” and says that if his exertions are to be embarrassed by 
official discussions ” his work will be retarded often for months together. However, 
he proceed^ ti express his willingness to take the whole expense upon himself 
upon certiin terms, the chief of which are that the College shall purchase a 
hundred copies of every work published, at the selling price, “os an encouragement 
\o me in the capacify of author and publisher/ 1 and that 11 every student shall be 
compelled to purchase a copy of such works as shall be required in the Hindoostanee 
das*” Dr. Gilchrist retaining full rights and privileges as aflthor. This proposal was 
only partially accepted, Dr. Gilchrist being limited to proceeding with the books 
already in the press. The Council also allowed him the use of all the types and 
printing materials presented to the College by Mr. Gladwin, and also sanctioned the 
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payment of 10,000 Sicca Rupees for purposes of publication of these woikx Mr 
Carey's estimate for his Bengalee publications amounting to only Rs 5,000, half of 
which amount was to be foi his edition of the R^nujan m sc\en volumes 
duodecimo. This estimate the Council accepted without didfcussion 

In July 1802 Mr Colebrookc informs the Council of the College that he is 
preparing for the press a grammai of the Sanskrit language, and the Cou-cil piss 1 
resolution “that 500 copies of the said grammai be printed foi the College at the 
expense of theCollege ” This resolution must surely exonerate the Council front 
any charge of “ too rigid economy’ Certainly Mi Colebiooke was 1 Hu 1 Court 
Judge and 1 Member of the College Count il, but it u nest to be supposed tint thb 
hftd any weight with the Council m coming to this decision At this dit there 
1^477 copies of this work remaining in stock in this I ibrary 

In May 1803 Captain Mouit (whose nirm ippiais in the Piouuiingx 1, 
(“ Mowat ”) w is appointed first assistant m the. Hindo >st inu Dep irtnn nt w ith effect 
ftom the 1st itbnary, and Captun Stew ait w is ippoinltd fust assbt i» a the 

Persian Depa tmu t fnm 1st Much, thes bun h ‘ the d it cm wmch tn ; entered 

on the dutic s of ti eir offices respectively ' At th time also w imd 1 1 ttu 10m Di 
Gilchrist to the Sertetaiy of the College C ounnl in mutim, h s nti ntion c t am un h 
to Europe jn the ensuing Dcoemoci, fiom “ 1 wish t> pi et\ my heal 1 n good 

time from suffering too much by the uiussiv alliel of he idich s fat * md dis 

agreeable colds to which I have been litcl) subject In 1 ktta wilt cn noul 1 
month liter Di Gikhrist presents to the ( oun il must useful Hi drcdmec 
l lanslation of the celebrated U) at Danisli by M mdii Hikunodt not Pei Min 

Department, ’ and ic commends the Council t j pic c nt th tiansl 1I01 witl 1 \aul ol 

not more tlnn r,ooo Rupees nor less thm 600 Rupee and .tales u buthe 
learned and muitonous tnnslatoi, if duly encoui d 01 tin-, o c isic n ‘ me ms 
immediately to favour the woild with a Hindoo t me tiansuli 1 of th \ ibun 
Nights Lnleit anment ‘ In the result th t mined iw 1 Id Munslu llalu. ) >dccn 
Sicca Rupees 600 foi his translation of the L y \i Dunsh ( 1 his is the wotk kn mn 

as Rhirad Afroz) It does notappeir, how. vu that this w irk w is published foi sum 

jears aftu wards— (su Rhirad Afro?) 

At this same mating of Council (23rd May 1803) was ied 1 lutn ftom Mi 
Mathew Lumsden proposing to undertake “ the compilation of 1 gmnnar of the 
Persian I^anguagetformed accoiding to the plan of instuictnn which h now puiMied 
in the College ” m collecting the materials foi the execution of which work he has 
already, he writes made no inconsiderable progress 

Il was resolved that Mr. Mathew Lumsden be encouraged to proceed m the 
work now proposed to^be undertaken by him Dr Gilchrist ai this time forwarded 
to the Council for inspection copies of the “ Hindec Moral Preceptor ” and “ Oriental 
Fabulist the Council ordered twenty copies of each work, subscribing one thousand 
rupees to these works, and*a further sum of five thousand rupees “ for the encourage- 
ment of the publication of the nine Hindoostanee works of which specimens have 
been submitted to the Council of the College by Mr. Gilchrist ” (Proc ; *ytb June 
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1803). A further letter was read at this Council meeting from Mr. Gilchrist asking 
that all the Hindoostanee translations of Government heretofore executed by Mr. 
Forster may be transferred to his Department, Mr. Forster having been now otherwise 
provided for the liberality 1 and justice of a wise Government. He bases his claim upon 
his superior attainments in Hindoostanee, the work he has hitherto done for the 
College, and upon the fact that Mr. Baillie has been “gratified with 1,000 Rupees a 
month as an Arabic translator, in addition to his salary of i,6oo Rupees, as a Professor 
of that language, to be paid up in arrears since the College commenced, and to con- 
tinue as a fixed allowance in future.” Dr. Gilchrist claims to deserve similar treat- 
ment, and apparently with excellent reason. He also complains of having had the 
Persian elementary instruction ’taken away from h : m, and evidently feels very aggri- 
eved and, as he puts it, “ low in the scale of collegiate estimation,” and proceeds 
thus 41 with the fullest conviction of Mr. Baillie’s talents as a'philologer, and his abilities 
and worth as a man, I cannot bring myself to conceive the disproportion of mine is so 
very great as to justify his receipt of 2,600 Rupees per month while I draw 1,500 Rupees 
only.” He then goes on to suggest a redistribution of the duties of the several 
Professors, thus — 

Sanskrit, Bengalee and other Hindoostanee dialects. 

Arabic and Persian Literature. 

Hindoostanee and Rudimental Persian/ 

All these Professors are to be on an equal footing in point of allowance, etc. with 
the Government translations in the seveul languages attached to their respective 
departments. 

1 he Council, however, declined to forward Mi. Gilchnst’s application, on the 
giound that “the office of Hindoostanee Translatoi of the regulations is unconnected 
with the College.” 

Siv w (,*t ks late * wt find Mr Gilclnist directed by the Govetnor-Gcneial to 
transit Regnliti >n 0 of \ 80 d, into Hindoos met*, so that it semns his w 1 die- wire 
fulfilled as far as the translatoiship was concerned. 

At the C ounnl meeting, 1 8th July 1S03, Mr. Catey represented that Miitoonjoy, 
Head Pundit of the ( ollcge, had translated the Battrish Singha s'cri from Sanskrit into 
Bengalee, and that Ram Ram Bose had composed a history in Bengali called 
Pratapadytta. Mr. Carey commended these works, and asked for suitable remunera- 
tion for the authors. suggustit% 400 Rupees for Mritoonjoy and 600 Rupees for*Ram 
Ram B' se The Council passed half these sums, and ordered payment of Mr, Carey’s 
bill for his translation of the Psalms and the Prophecy of Isaiah in Bengalee 100 copies, 
680 Rupees. On th«L 29th August 1803, Mr. Gilchrist (who® seems tq have been 
qjivays asking for more) puts forward a request to Council for their support to ft scheme 
fo**the publication of forty four works in Hindoostanee “ in order to facilitate the 
acquisition arfd dissemination of that popular language over India, and to establish it 
in the fixed principles which actually exist in the most Classical Hindoostanee works. 
The following is a list of some of these forty four works 



HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE OF FORT WILLIAM. 


Printed. 


Goolistan or Baghi-oordoo. 
Naqliyat Looqmenee. 
Pundnama in verse. 
Nuqliyat (in two volumes). 
Qoorani Shareef. 


Singhasun ftutteesee. 
Baruh Masa. 
Sakoontala Natak. 
Betal Pucheesee. 
Madho Nul. 

Haft Ooolshun. 
Tuwareekhi Bungah. 
Bostan, in prose. 
Umeei Humza. 
Kayunati Jno (sic). 
Khani Ulwan. 


'• l Hatim Taie 

i Prem Sagur. 

i Nasri Benu/eer. 

[ Ukhlaqt Hindee. 

• Gooli Bakawulee. 

Ready for the Press. 

1 Chandrawatee. 


Ukhalaqool Moohsineen. 
Kulakam. 

Rajneet. 

Gooldustu. 

Hoosni Ikhtilat. 

Goolo Sunanbar. 

Dilzooba. 

Feeroz Shah. 

Mursiyu of Miskeen in prose. 


Tuwarcekhoos Sulateen. 
Quigsue-dil-o-Hoosn. 
Quigsue Firuon. 
Tuwareekhi Alamgeeree 
Sue-fool-Moolook 
Ulif Luela. 

Tu warcekhe Tucmooi ee. 


Preparing for the Press. 
i. i Ukblaqoon-nubee 


Pundnama of Furrcdoodia in vcise. 
Gool-o-Hoormoo/. 

Duh Majlis. 

Dooti Mujalis. 
lamiool-quwaneen 


Thu piuniums which ho recommends the Council to p.iy to th vaiious native- 
ln> luw picpaud ihc • \*oiks umoimUd to uw t io.ocu Rupus, mid tho Council 
dtclinui to pass any usolution i i 1 the account. pi inline oi ' that tin uUhois in neuh 
eveiy instance wlmc in the receipt ot a ugular salary ftom the College. 

Mr. Gilcluisl enters the lists against thh den* inn m i l<j; i of the yth Seplem 
bei 1803, and endeanouis to obtain a leConsidu.Aion * TIu »]u<_ -iron, md submits an 
amended list omitting the works oompo-ud 01 li iislUul h) Colli ge Munshis The 
woiks now submifted are maikcd in the above list b> an asterisk. 

The Council agreed to reconsider the question of a reward for thesy/ works after 
inspection, but declined to sanction th* allowance ; prop >,al by AL- G^christ for the 
authors employed by him in preparing* a HindusUnec version of ^iie Koran. The 
works wore submitted t)y Mr. Colebrooke to two learned natives who reported favour 
ably upon them as a whole with the single exception or the Goolo Sanaubar which 
they reported to be gioss and indecent, replete with errors. Its author was reproved 
by the College Council for offering to the College a work containing indedbnt jbsts. 
This work as also the Dilrooba and Hoosni Ikhtilat were excluded from rewar#, the 
two latter on the ground of being “ inaccurately composed.” 
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Failing to succeed with the College Council Mr. Gilchrist approached the Chief 
Secretary to Government, and laid his case before His Excellency the Governor- 
General in a long letter dated 29th August 1803, asking for a consideration of the 
work done by him as an Author and publisher since the opening of the College, arid 
complaining of the comparatively small pecuniary help the College has afforded him ; 
he appeals to Government for subscription in aid of his works. This letter was for 
warded to the College Council for their opinion as to its merits. The Council in 
ieply stated that in their opinion Mr. Gilchrist “ has no claim to a subscription on 
the part of Government ” (24th October 1803). Early in the following year (February 
1804) Mr. Gilchrist intimates to the Council his intention to resign fiom the date of 
sailing of the “ Calcutta.” In this letter he makes an appeal ad tntseri cordiam in -a 
final attempt to induce Council to accede to his former requests, in order to save him 
from a heavy loss which he estimates at Rupees 23,800. The Council in theii 
Resolution ignore this part of his letter and simply record his resignation, at the same 
time eulogising his zeal and ability. « 

Mr. Carey's Sanskrit grammar being now completed and 440 pages of it printed, 
that is nearly one-half, the author approaches the Council for the usual subscription 
in a letter, dated 26th October 1803. The Council pass a lesoluiion taking 100 
copies for the College. It was printed at the Mineiva Press, Sciampoie in 1806. 

Major R. W. Colebrooke’s Persian and Ilindooslanee versions of the Foui 
Gospels also came before the Council at this time (November 1803) and they con 
sented to print it “at the expense of the College under the superintendence of Mi 
Gilchrist” (Proc., 5-12-1803). 

In Januaiy 1804 a letter ftom Captain Mouat is lead at the Council meeting, m 
which he expresses a hope that he may be “ classed among those gentlemen whose 
services may be required by Government ” in view of his long residence in India and 
his knowledge of the language. Captain Mouat also forwards a letter in his favour 
fiom Sir Robert Abercrombie. The Council, however, do not consider themselves to 
hi the proper clnnnel for an application of this natuie, but express their willingness 
to testify, if required, to Captain Mouat's dilligence, zeal and ability. Dr. Gilchrist 
sailed in the “Calcutta ” which left in the early part of this year (1804). 

Captain Mouat as first assistant officiates in charge of the Hindoostanee Depart- 
ment, and signalises his entry upon his duties by reporting two c of the Munshis for 
contumacious conduct and neglect of duty for which they are discharged. He also a 
few days lattr reports that the services of Sri Lai Rub and Sudul Misr, Pundit are no 
longer required and they are got rid of. 

The Amar Gosh was now recommended by # Mr. H. T. Colebrooke to the Council 
for publication by Mr, Carey at his press, with an explanation in English and notes 
in elucidation of the text. The Council accepted the proposal on Mr. Garefs term* 
fProc., nth June 1894), At the Council meeting of the 9th August *#04, Mr. 
Gflfchrist receives the thanks of the Council “ for the compjete set of his publications 
on Hindoostanee grammaf and literature which has been presented by his desire to 
the College." This gift partakes rather of the nature of “ coals of fire,” and the 
Council so far melts as to authorise Mr. Gilchrist's attomies Messrs, Mackintosh . 
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Fulton & Co., to inform them of the si7e and intended selling prices of any othet 
Hindoostanee works in the Press, for determination upon such further subset lption, 
for the encouragement of the publication of such works as may appear proper In 
thd following August the Council subscribed a further sum of five thousand rupees fot 
four of the works viz , Char Durwesh, Hidayutool Islam, Tatakuhanee and Hindoo 
stanee Dialogues. 

A Sanskrit grammar by Mr H P. Forster was at this date forwarded in nunu 
script to the Council of the College by Mr Secretary Dowdeswcll fot in expression 
of opinion as to its value They report favourably up in it subject to certim minor 
alterations, stating that the expense of publishing will be twenty thousand rupees, and 
recommend its publication under the patronage of Government, 

Authority is also given to Captain Stewart, Assistant to the Persian Professor, to 
pnnf the Anvar Soheily, the College taking a hundiid copies (Pro r, 31S04) 
Many improvement were made in the various br inches of Oriental Printng at this 
period A nastdltk type was first made by Mr Wilkins, and the minutes stale tnat 
“ it came from his hands in so perfect 1 stile m point of beauty, as lurdl) to admit 
of improvement But m respect of case and certain \ to the rcadt r sever il impnw 
ments have been made ” 

“ These are — 1 Contuvame to discriminate the van sounds of thi letter 
Ahf, wau and ya 

2 Mai ks whereby letteis in th Ptisan alphabet art midi to reptesuit 
ceitain sounds in the Nagice which have no (oiresp ml n h (hiractu in die Pusur 

3 Marks of punctuation never bcloic inlioductd into the OntnUl Win 
Na°ree Alphabtt , — Modification of lettus to r pi •ant llnst sounds m am’ < 

and Persian which have no coriesponding lettus in \ T a 't c 
Marks of punctuation liave b m intioduee l 

Rom ui Alphxhd — T bis alphabet has been and t > \pi ss vuy mri t 1 m die 
Persian, Arabic and N agree alphabets with siuh 1 un s lint fi m 11 u u ( ; 
graph y in oriental characters may be again asti ml with < as ami certi v\ 

The foregoing improvements have b en m 1 1 b ; Mt GikhuW 
A new and impioved fount of Div 101,11 l)P ha 1 iK > b ui i a t f 1 bnmu 
language under the superintendence of Mi \\ ilium \ ir > cant ami 14 tv > )f ai 1 e 
compound letters. Mi Carey also was engaged (S jituiib r iSoj) n 1 is m a the fiat 
fount of types “ m the Orissa charactei ” 

New Persian artf Arabic types were also east dating 1804 undet the syipotmten 
dence ©f Kulb All the Persian writing mastei 

Dr. William Hunter’s Hindustanec Dtctionaty was proposed by 'him to Govern 
raent early in 1805. His proposal was referred to the College Council, and being 
favourably jeported on by them was sanctioned Dr. Francis Buchanan bad been 
sent on deputation to Mysore in connection with an enquiry into 'the natural history 
of that province, and on his ruturn brought with him a collection of manuscripts 
which we referred by Goverhment to the College for an expression of their opinion 
as to the expediency of translating and copying them. Mr. Carey had furnished an 
estimate of the expenses necessary to be incurred which amounted to ten thousand 
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rupees independent of any allowance to himself for superintending and translating the 
manuscripts into English. Dr. Buchanan recommended that the inscriptions alone 
should be translated, with the object of curtailing expenditure. This suggestion was 
supported by the College 4 Council, and accordingly Government again referred \o 
Mr. Carey for an estimate of the cost of translating fifty four inscriptions and making 
extracts from the manuscripts collected by Dr. Buchanan. Mr. Carey’s estimate 
amounted to Rupees 3,040 for the bare expenses of assistants, stationery and 
incidental charges. This was apparently sanctioned, as we find in July,. 1805 an entry 
stating that Dr. Buchanan’s Mss. had been committed to Mr. Carey for the purpose 
of being translated into English under his superintendence. The entry further 
records that “amongst the manuscripts has been found a history of the .first arrival of 
the Portugese in India by a contemporary Hindoo writer, also 'a history of the Rajahs 
of Mysore.” Dr. Buchanan’s account of his journey througfn Mysore was sent to the 
Court of Directors’ Library in London, and by them ordered to be published. In 
November 1805 they wrote to the Indian Government asking for tracings of the 
inscriptions and drawings in the Appendix to the work, which had not been sent to 
England on account of the expenses of copying the inscriptions. In July 1806 the 
Council of the College, to whom the letter of the Court of Directors had been referred 
by the Chief Secretary, replied that the inscriptions were not facsimiles , but merely 
transcript?, and that they had no knowledge of any drawings connected with 
Dr. Buchanan’s journal. They also referred to their letter of the 15th April 1805, 
wherein they recommended the translation of cei tain extracts from the manuscripts 
brought by Dr. Buchanan, and concerning which they had not yet received the orders 
of Government. ’ It seems therefore that tne College Counc il had entrusted the woik 
to Mr. Carey in anticipation of sanction. 

Mr. Hunter, on May 15th, 1805, reports the completion of Mirza Fitrut s 
translation of the four Gospels into Hindoostance. A premium of 500 Rupees was. 
granted by the Council to Mirza Fitrut as a reward foi the work. This is the 
translation sanctioned by Council in 1803. Further reductions of the College establish* 
ment were now to be made; and extract from the pioceedings of His Excellency in 
Council under date the 30th April 1805 refers to the orders of the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, dated the 28th September 1803, by which the servants of the 
Company under the presidencies of Fort St. George and of Bombay have 
been detached from the College of Fort William, and directs that the duties hitherto 
committed Vp the Provost and Vicc-Provost of the College shdll be performed in 
future by one officer only, with the designation of Provost of the College of Fort 
William, and that the salary of the Provost shall be fixed at Sicca Rupees 2,000 
per mensem including house-rent. His Excellency in Council, however, deems it to 
be proper, in consideration of the highly meritorious and useful services rendered to 
the College by the present Provost and Vice- Provost, Mr. Brown and Mr. Buchanan, 
to postpone the adoption of this arrangement until a vacancy shall occur in one of 
those offices, provided that the Honourable the Court of Directors shall be pleased to 
sanction the continuance of the present allowances to the Provost Mr. Brown, and 
Vice-Provost, Mr. Buchaflpn, until that date. (As will be seen later the Honourable, 
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the Court of Directois not only would not sanction this, but abolished the offices ol 
both Provost arfd Vice-Provost ) 

It was also ordered that the office of Feachei of Modern Languages and of 
Lecturer m Expetimental Philosophy in the College of Fort William be abolished from 
and after the i st day of June Also, that the office of Professor of the Arabic and 
Persian languigc. shall in futuie be held by one pet son with a salary of Rs 1,500 
per mensem including house rent Hit salary of the Hmdoostanec Professor was also 
fixed at Rs 1,^00 including house-ient. 

Ordered also that the office of Second Assistant to the Piofts^ois of the Persian 
and Hindoostanee languages be abolished from and after the 1st day of June, and 
that one assistant only be allowed from that date in each department, with a salary 
of Rs 1,000 per mensem including house rent. 

Ordered that the offices of Secretary to the College Council and Libranan of the 
College be united, and that fiom and iftu the 1st of June a salary of Sicca 
Rupees 400 per mensem be allowed to the poison holding those situations. Undei 
this arrangement the sum now dtawn a* house rent by the Secretary of the College 
Council is to cease, and the office of the Soaotary is to be held m one of the houses 
rented foi the use of the College. 

Orders were also issued rescinding thu poition of Regulition IX of 1S00 
(section 17) providing foi the giant of pensions, the Court of Diiectors having refused 
to confirm this provision, and directing the Council of the College to enter upon an 
immediate revision of the native establishments attached to tht College and to 
propose such reduction as may be practicable 

The Council were furthei dnected to 1 ep art whether the lower aputments in the 
house in which the lectures are now given cm be appropriated to the purpose of a 
Library they aie also to endeavour to u dure the tent paid foi the two houses occupied 
for the use of the College to th* 1 nv< st scale which any be pruticible, if both 
should be absolutely necessaiy 

A great reduction was also oidcud in tli number of money pi tzes, an I the 
Arabic prize was to be awaided 0 lasiomll) onl\, m ctses if which the student first 
on the list shall hive nude eminent ptofiuc ic> in Aubic On its 111 u<l of publi 
cation including all fhargjs weie in futuio t > he lestnetnl to Suti Rupees 40,000 
annually. 

The final order is difficult to undeistand in view of the fact that the Wnteis’ 
Buildings had been occupied by the students from the earliest institution of the 
College. Its wording is as follows — 

“ Ordered that the range of buildings known by the name of the WritorV Buildings 
shall be immediately* engaged for the use of tiie students of the College. These 
apartments will accommodate thirty-eight students and will it is presumed be sufficient 
for the number of students at present attached to the College. 

When the number shill exceed thirty eight, the senior servants will he allowed 
the established house-rent of eighty rupees per month, it being the intention of 
Government that the junior servants shall be accommodated with apartments in the 
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buildings immediately on their arrival from England, provided they do -not reside 
with any of their friends.” 

In the letter, (dated 16th May 1805) forwarding this extract to the Provost, the 
Secretary to Government informs Dr. Brown that the Writers’ Buildings had been 
engaged by Government for the use of the students in the College from the 1st 
June. 

The obvious and only possible meaning is that whereas the rent for the 
Writers 1 Buildings had heretofore been paid by the College from its <jwn funds, it 
would henceforth become chargeable to Government. 

In obedience to these directions the Council set about revising the native 
establishment, and on the 24th June 1805 sent a letter to His Excellency laying* 
before him a statement of the proposed reduction amounting to 1,736 Rupees, and 
eventually to 2,056 Rupees a month. They report that ttie establishments of the 1 ' 
Persian and Hindoostanee Departments have been so reduced by former revisions 
that no further reduction is here practicable, The number of certificated Munshis' 
had been reduced, and the Sanskrit, Bengalee and Mahratta establishments united in 
one department. They report that the lower apartments of the Chief Building may 
be conveniently appropriated to a Library and other purposes, but the building not 
affording all the accommodation which is required, it is proposed to giv$ up the 
house on the west of the Chief Building and to hire the house situated to the east of 
it, the rent of which is considerably less. From a letter dated 20th May 1805, and 
signed by the Secretary, Mr. Rothman, it is clear that the two houses abo\e referred 
to were situated in Tank Square and weie rented from one Prim Chunder Banerjee 
The letter gives this landlord notice that these two houses will not be occupied b) 
the College aftei the 31st May. A further letter shews that the Council were in 
treaty for the lease of a house belonging to Mr. John Macdonald for three years at 
the rental of six hundred Sicca Rupees a month (Letter from Secretaiy dated 3rd 
June (1805). 

With regard to the abolition of the office of the Second Assistant to the Piofesson 
of Persian and Hindoostanee the Council recommend His Excellency to retain the 
services of Captain Stewart formerly Second Assistant of the Persian Depaitment 
until the return of the Persian Professor (Lieutenant Baillie) who Q had been absent 
nearly two years on the public service. They highly commend Mr. Lumsden who 
has been acting for Mr. Baillie during this period to the favourable consideration of 
His Excellency in Council, 

In June 1805, */ William Hunter for self and the other proprietors of the 
Hindoostanefe Press ” writes to inform the Council that the M Musnuwee of Meer 
Hasun” is now finished. It extends to 164 pages of letter press and its price per 
copy is ten rupees eight annas. The Council respond by taking a hundred copies. 
He also writes under the same signature asking the Council to subscribe for a 
hundred copies of u the accompanying volumes which were edmpiled by a gentleman 
• {or his qwn private use”. These are the Hindoostanee Dictionary in two volumes. 
Of this work also the College take a hundred copies. 
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Just at this time Mr. Carey made a proposal on behalf of the brethren of the 
mission at Serampore to translate such Sanskrit works as might be recommended to 
them by a committee selected by the Asiatic Society. This proposal, which was 
transmitted by Dr. Buchanan to the Asiatic Society, was referred to the Committee 
of Papers, who recommended to the Society to give the Missionaries the support 
which they request as far as extends to one work to be approved of by a Committee 
selected by the Society. The proposal was accordingly forwarded by the President 
of the Asiati^Society (Sir John Anstruther) to the College Council with a request 
that the College of Fort William would join the Society in promoting so useful a 
proposal, and suggesting the formation of a joint committee to select the work to be 
translated. 

( . Replying on the ist July 1805 the Council concur with the Asiatic Society, and 
express their willingness to meet a Committee appointed by the Society. They will 
also take an early opportunity of recommending the entire plan to the protection of 
the Governor-General in Council and of the Honourable the Court of Directors. As 
will be seen later the Ramayana was the first work which was produced under this 
scheme. The stipend allowed was Rs. 300 a month On the 7th August 1805, a letter 
was read in Council addressed by Captain Charles Stewart to the Vice Provost 
submitting a sketch of his proposed catalogue of the books in Tippoo’s Library, for 
the approbation of the College Council. Captain Stewart writes : “ If Government 
continue to pay me the salary of Assistant Piofessor the only expense to the College 
will be for a writer and stationary. But if my allowances shall be stopt, I cannot 
undertake it for less than (Rs. 3,000) three thousand rupees, and an allowance of 
50 Rupees per month for writers and stationary, and this I am induced to accept 
merely that the Literary funds of the College may not by too heavily borne on.” 
A resolution was thereupon passed granting Captain Stewart the sum of three 
thousand rupees with an allowance of fifty rupees per month foi writers and stationary 
for this proposed catalogue. 

The Council under date 25th July 1805 addressing the Most Noble Marquis 
Cornwallis, K. G., Governor-General in Council report that as no Professor of 
Hindoostanee has yet been appointed in succession to Mr. Gilchrist, the abolition of 
the post of second assistant has been necessarily suspended They beg leave to 
recommend that Ensign Macdougall be authorised to officiate as second assistant. 
They notice for His Lordship’s information that Captain Mouat the first, assistant has 
executed the duty of Professor since the resignation of Mr. Gilchrist, that Ensign 
Macdougall has performed the duty of first assistant during that period and that the 
exertions of these gentlemen have been highly beneficial to the Institution. They end 
by commending Mr. Carey also to His Excellency. Dr. Buchanan the Vice-Provost 
was shortly after this taken ill, which led to further delay in carrying out the orders of 
the Court of Directors for the reduction of the native establishment, It was* now 
ordered that the reduction’should take effect from 1st September. 

At this Council meeting (Sept. 2, 1805) was read a communication from Captain 
A. Mathew of the Artillery asking the Governor-General in Council for patronage to 
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his projected translation of the “Meshkatu Shereef, a celebrated book of Mlahumudan 
Traditions/ 1 requesting Government to take xoo copies of the work. This letter was 
referred to the Council of the College for opinion. It was resolved that the Council 
should report favourably of the work and should make the usual subscription for one 
hundred copies. 

Dr. Dinwiddie’s appointment having been abolished he approaches the Council 
with a list of the expenses incurred by him on behalf of the College during the four 
years he was connected with the College. Having met with a refusal pn the part of 
Government to a previous request he had made (nth June 1804) to purchase his 
apparatus which he valued at 2,300 Rupees, he now submits a bill for 6,380 Rupees. 
This account the Council pass, and authorise the payment of the amount claimed, so 
that our “ Canny Scot " seems to have profited somewhat by the original refusal jto 
purchase. 

Among the Literary Notices of the College of Fort William under date July a6th, 
1805, the following works are mentioned 

An Elementary Analysis of the Laws and Regulations enacted by the Gover 
nor-General in Council ... By J. H. Harington. 

A General History of the Hindoos in Bengali ... By Mritoonjoy Vidya- 

lankar, He$d Pundit 

History of Raja Pratapaditya in Mahratta ... By Vidya Nath. 

It is also noted that the “ Asiatic Society has dmted with the College of Fort 
William in granting an annual stipend (by equal contributions) of four hundred and 
fifty pounds sterling to the Protestant Missionaries in Bengal, towards defraying the 
expense of publishing the original text of the most ancient Sanskrit writings with an 
English translation.” 

u An Hindoostanee Dictionary long expected by oriental students is at length 
ready to be put to the press. It will be edited by Doctor William Hunter, and Ensign 
William Macdougall ” 

In noticing Cajftfcain Stewart’s Catalogue of Tippoo’s Library the record says : 11 In 
the progress of his researches he has discovered in that library a valuable work in the 
Persian language, referred to by Dow and Orme at necessary for the illustration of an 
important period in Eastern History, and which was sought for in India by those 
Historians without success. It is the History of the Emperor Aurungzebe from the 
nth year of his reign to his death (an interval of fbrty years) written by the learned 
and authentic Mahommud Saki, being a continuation of Mahommud Kazim's History 
of the first ten yeare of that prince. See notes to Ormes Historical Fragments of the 
Mogul Empire of the Mahrattas.” 

The proceedings of this same date (July 26th, 1805) also stfjfe that the Reverend 
Dr. Claudius Buchanan is about to proceed to Cochin on the Gfast of Malabar for 
the purpose of examining the Ancient Hebrew Manuscripts preserved if the Synagogue 
of the Jews aq that place. Another object of Dr. Buchanan's Mission was 41 to enquire 
into the state of the Native Christian Churches in the Province of Travancoee and 
Malabar, particularly of the thirty five congregations denominated by the Roman 
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Catholics the 11 Schismatic Churches/' These Christians refuse communion with the 
Romish Church and adhere to the simple ritual of an early age. They are noticed in 
History as early as the fourth century and are supposed to have emigrated from 
Syria and Chaldea. At this day the Syro Chaldaic language is used in their churches 
and their Liturary {sec, liturgy ?) is composed in that language and character." The 
Ecclesiastical authorities in England had called for a report on their constitution and 
doctrine with a view to recognising these churches which “ have been governed for 
fifteen hundred years by a regular succession of Bishops whose ordination (by the 
Patriarch of Antioch) is acknowledged by the Church of England.” 

Another object was the recovery if possible of certain ancient Chaldaic 
manuscripts reported, to be existent in Travancore, but alleged to have been destroyed 
by the Portuguese on their first arrival in India in order to destroy the evidences of the 
antiquity of these churches and to force them into a union with the Romish Church. 

In September of this year, Mr. Lumsden put forward a scheme for the construc- 
tion of an entirely new set of Persian types towards which the College Council were 
asked to make a grant of 2,000 Rupees. This was sanctioned and a hundred copies of 
the Muntakhabool Loghaut at Rs. 25 a copy were subscribed for by the College. Ensign 
Macdougall was taken ill about this time, and to fill his place the Council of the 
College proposed to the Vice-President in Council (Sir George Barlow, Baronet) that 
Mr. William Hunter should be appointed as additional assistant. Mr, Hunter's 
appointment was sanctioned on a salary of 800 Sicca Rupees a month. 

From the 30th September 1805 “the house rented by the College at 550 Rupees 
per month and at present appropriated to the Libraries, the Secretary’s Office, and 
Provost's Chambers " was given up. This house was rented from Messrs. Ord and 
Knox, and appears to have been situated in Council House Street. From this date 
the lower apartments of this College were allotted to the Libraries, and Secretary's 
Office, while No. 1 Building (which was situated at the west end of the Writers' 
Buildings) was allotted for the use of the Provost. This was the corner house near 
Holwell's Monument. 

The Arabic Department was now considerably curtailed, in accordance with the 
general scheme of retrenchment, kr spite of a vigorous protest from Captain Baillie. 
A month later (November 1805), Captain Bailie was sent on deputation to Bundel- 
cundandMr. Lumsden applied for an assistant during Captain Baillie's absence. 
Captain Baillie suggested the re-appointment of Captain Stewart, and thia was 
acceded to by Government on the 6th December 1805. In the mean time Dr. 
William Hunter was appointed by the Vice-President in Council to the office of 
Secretary and Librarian to the College of Fort William, with effect ffom November’ 
1st, Mr. Charles Rothman having died on September 23rd. 

In January iti6 Captain James Mouat was appointed to the office of Professor 
of the Hindfatanee language in the College of Fort William. Captain Stewart did 
lot apparently accept the appointment of Assistant Professor, as § he proceeded to 
England early in 1806. He left the Sandheads in the ■■ Walpole " on the aistot 
February 1I06. 
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Foundation of the Library of the H, E. I. Company . 

In May 1806 the Chief Secretary to Government forwards to the College Council 
an extract from a Public General Letter from the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
dated the 5th, June 1805, with special reference to their former expressed willingness 
“ to allot apartments for the purpose of an Oriental Repository in the additional 
buildings then erecting in Leadenhall Street and that all Eastern manuscripts trans* 
mitted to that Repository would be carefully preserved and registered there.” The 
Honourable Court were not satisfied and complained of the “ indifference it has 
experienced from our Bengal Government by whom it does not appear that any 
particular exertions have been made to forward our views.” They now reiterate their 
request and “ desire that the subject may be entered into with alacrity and zeal.” 
They enquire especially about Tippoo Sultan’s library and direct that “ all the works 
remarkable for the fineness and variety of the writing and the splendour of their 
illuminations ” are to be sent home to their library forthwith, " together with a 
complete catalogue both in Persian and in English of the whole library as it was 
originally found.” 

Specimens of all coins are also to be collected and transmitted to the Repository 
and they specially “ desire that a single piece of each size and denomination in gold, 
silver and copper may be selected from the latest coinage in Calcutta. Fo$y copies 
of all works published in Calcutta treating of the languages are to be sent home “as 
they will be useful in our Seminary at home.” A good copy of the Calcutta edition 
of the Asiatic Researches is also called for, also “ a copy of the History of India by 
Ghulam Hussyn and translated into English by Ghulam Mustafa (this is the Seir 
Mutaqherin published in Calcutta in 1799) as it is not to be procured in this 
country.” 

In certain cases duplicate copies are to be sent in order that one copy may be 
presented to the Board to be placed among their records. The former letter to which 
allusion is made was that of the 25th May 1798. This College Council was held on 
the 4th June It was accordingly ordered, that a catalogue be prepared of the Books 
forming part of the Library of Tippoo Sultan which were taken to England by Marquis 
Wellesley for the purpose of being presented to the Honourable Court of Directors, 
and to the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. Also a catalogue of the Books 
which still remain in the College, exclusive of such as were presented by the Prize 
Agents to the Asiatic Society.” 

In a letter to Government forwarding extract from the proceedings of the College 
Council held June 4th, 1806, it is said that the catalogues will be prepared with the 
least possibleAlelay. “In the mean time the Council of the College request to be 
furnished with any general catalogue of the Library of Tippoo Sultan which may have 
been transmitted by the Prize Agents to the Honourable the Qpvernor-Seneral in 
Council, or may be forthcoming in the Office of the Persian Translators/! 

A certain number of manuscripts from the cpllection of TJppoo Sultan had alreacfy 
been transmitted ; we find tHat at the same Council meeting (June 4th) i8q6) it a waj 
ordered " that a separate catalogue be prepared of such of the books as have not 
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already been transmitted, and of which duplicate copies remain in the College, for 
the purpose of being forwarded to England with the books specified in the catalogue 
the first favou rable opportunity.” The Provost is requested “ to ascertain what 
publications were sent to the Honourable Court of Directors by the “ Northampton ” 
and to collect any works since published which have not been already sent by the 
“ Lady Jane Dundas ” and “ Lord Nelson ” for the purpose of being transmitted ” 
as early as possible. On the 17th September 1806 the Provost transmits to the 
Chief Secretary to Government a list of the books that have been collected, under the 
orders of Government, by the College of Fort William for the Honourable the Court 
of Directors. A list of these books will be found in Appendix F. [Letter Book, 
Vol. Ill, pp. 61-62.]. 

This depletion of th^ College Library led the Council to consider in what way 
their Library could best be replenished and put upon a footing befitting the fountain- 
head of Oriental Learning in India. Accordingly at the Meeting of the 28th June 
we find them passing the following Resolution. The Council of the College are of 
opinion that the study of the languages which are taught in the College may be 
promoted, and the acquisition of a critical knowledge of them rendered more easy, 
by opening to the Professors and students of the College a copious library of the 
most valuable works m those languages The College, on its institution, had the use 
the library of the late Tippoo Sultan which was there deposited But this library 
did not contain a selection well suited to the puipose, and many of the most valuable 
books included m it have been withdrawn for the Court of Directors and Asiatic 
Society. 

The Council of the College apprehend that it would be highly beneficial that .1 
collection of all classical books as well as curious and scarce works in the languages 
taught m the College should be here deposited for the use of the Professor® and 
students and for reference by the learned in general. More especially if the collec 
tion include such books in particular as are not easily procurable m any put of India 

It appears to the College Council, the wishes of the Court of Directors expressed 
m the paragraphs of their general letter of the 5th June 1805 which have been com- 
municated by order of the Governor-General in Council, would be best accomplished 
m the progress ofycollecting manuscripts for the College . as the Library of the 
Company might be supplied with copies selected from such duplicates as may be 
collected, or with transcripts purposely made from books particularly scarce. 

The Council of the College, therefore, think it expedient that the 
necessary steps should be forthwith taken for procuring, at the most 
moderate charge, correct copies of Classical and scarce bofiks in the 
Arabic |nd Persian Languages, and in the different languages of India. 

Rmhti accordingly that the Secretary be instructed to establish a correspon 
dence through native agents for the purchase of manuscripts, conformably withies to 
be furnished at Mocha, B&ssora, Delhi, Lucknow, Hyderabad and Benares, ox at other 
places where books may be most easily procured.” It was also resolved that one copy 
of every work subscribed for by the College should be presented to the Asiatic 
Society. 
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Mr. Francis Gladwin at this time (28th May 1806) submitted his edition of the 
Goolistan with translation and notes to Government with a request for support The 
College Council recommenced to subscribe for a hundred copies “ including the 40 
copies desired by the Honourable Court of Directors for the use of the New College 
established at Hertford. 11 

The salaries of the Provost and the Vice-Ptovost seem to have ended with the 
1 jth May 1806 as the last bill in which their respective offices appear is dated 4th 
July 1806 

Rs 

The Reverend David Brown, Provost (from 1st to 15th 

jday) ••• ••• *m 1,15° 

* The Reverend Claudius Buchanan, Vice-Provost (from 1st 
, to 15th May) •«« ••• 1,000 

The Reverend David Brown continues, however, to be addressed in public letters 
as Provost for some time after this, as late as the 4th December x8o6. At the Coun- 
cfl Meeting held on the 26th July 1806, we find for the first time The Reverend 
D. Brown without the familiar adjunct of “ Provost.” Mr. Buchanan was not present, 
the Other members were Mr. H. T. Colebrooke and Mr. J. H. Harington. 

The Council following this namely that held on the 30th July 1806 received a 
most unpleasant shock in the shape of a “wigging" from the Honourable Court of 
Directors with reference to the consignment of books transmitted by the “ Lady Jane 
Dundas” and “Lord Nelson." There appears to have been some mistake made by 
the Vice-Piovost, with the unfortunate result that only one of the twelve boxes of 
which the consignment consisted was addressed to the Honourable Court of Directors, 
while the other eleven were consigned to Mr. M. Whish Esq , (Mrs. Buchanan was 
a Miss Whish, she died at sea in this voyage of the 11 Lady Jane Dundas ”) for the 
purpose of being presented in the name of the College of Fort William to several of 
the Universities, Public Schools and Learned Societies in the United Kingdom. The 
Directors took great umbrage at this, and lost no time in declaring their “ decided 
disapprobation of this Act of our College and our displeasure at the unprecedented 
and disrespectful form and manner in which it has been executed." What seems to 
have been the “ unkindest cut of all " was an entry in the list which specified the 
position allotted to the Court's Library signed by the Vice- Provost, in these words 
“Books in Oriental Literature presented to the Court of Directors for 0 their Oriental 
Library by the College of Fort William." They were evidently very angry. 
Mr. Harington in a very powerful and dignified minute disclaims all official authority 
for the procedure adopted, and while remarking that it is unfortunate that the absence 
of the Vice-Provost will not admit of his offering an immediate explanation upon this 
point ” disclaims on behalf of Dr. Buchanan all intention of disrespect. Aftefc thus 
vindicating himself from a censure which he justly describes as both severe and 
unmerited Mr. Harington b^gs to be relieved from the station and duty of a Member 
pf the College Council, while continuing to be one of the governors in virtue of* bis 
position as a judge of the Sudder Dewanney Adawlut and retaining his Professorship 
of Raws and Regulations. Mr. Colebrooke follows suit and expresses his sentiment 
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11 1 0411 n0 longer take the share which I have hitherto borne in the business of 

\ht College ” and accordingly requests that his services in the College may be 
dispensed with or restricted to such duties as it may be the pleasure of Government 
that I should continue to execute as one of the governors of the College.” 

The Provost (Reverend David Brown) also enters a minute, disavowing all 
knowledge of the transaction on the part of the members of the College Council. 
The books had been transmitted by Dr. Buchanan and no suspicion was ever enter 
tained that big procedure had been in any degree disrespectful or improper. 
Dr. Brown ends by lamenting the resignation of Messrs. Harington and Colebrooke. 

“ It is,” he says, “ to the learning and high character of these gentlemen and to their 
laborious superintendence* of the studies of the College that it owes its success and 
the feputation it has acquired, and I can conceive no misfortune to befall it, so 
inevitably destructive of its fame and efficiency as the probable effect of their resigna 
tion* will be.” He continues “ I beg leave to accompany their minutes with my most 
humble representation to the Honourable the Governor-General in Council of the 
indispensable importance of their services to the College, without the continuance of 
which the studies of it cannot be efficiently directed, nor its prosperity ensured.” 

Impartial critics will certainly exonerate the members of the College Council and 
sympathise fvith them under the circumstances. 

Mr. Harington presents to Government, for transmission to the Court of 
Directors, his edition of Sadee printed at Calcutta under his direction in 1791. He 
sends twenty copies and at the same time proposes to undertake a revised and 
corrected edition of the Persian Hidayat, which he estimates will cost 10,000 Sicca 
Rupees. An edition of 500 copies if sold at 40 Rupees per set of four volumes will 
he points out exactly reimburse Government. 

Sanction was given for the work to be printed at the rate of one volume a year. 

A further letter was now written (12th November 1806) to the Chief Secretary 
to Government with reference to the books forming the Library of Tippoo Sultan 
This letter was subsequent to the receipt of two lists of books transmitted by the 
Prize Agents of which one was headed “ List of selected manuscripts for the Honour 
able the Court of Directors ” comprising 291 volumes, and the other " List of books 
for the Asiatic Society” comprising 61 volumes. The remaining books (1,541 in 
number) sent by the Prize Agents, were specified in a general Persian catalogue only 
without being particularly appropriated. The Council accordingly enquire whether 
the instructions of the Court of Directors are to apply to the whole number of the 
books received from the Prize Agents (exclusive of course of the sixty one volumes 
sent expressly for the Asiatic Society) or are to be considered as referring only to the 
List of 191 Manuscripts selected by the Prize Agents for the Honourable Court of 
Directors. The Council submit these two lists and a third lisf of books taken to 
England by the Marquis Wellesley, including 206 books, of which 65 formed part of 
the 291 volumes selected for the Honourable Court of Directors and the remaining 
41 were taken from the books not comprised in that list. The motive for 
substituting this selection was to preserve in the College Library the books of which 
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single copies only were received, and to send to England those of which there were 
duplicate copies. The Council endeavour to obtain the sanction of the Honourable 
Court to this principle of selection, and submit a catalogue of the books which formed 
part of the Library of Tippoo Sultan, and still remain in the College of Fort William, 
viz., exclusive of those taken to England by Marquis Wellesley and of the books 
presented by the Prize Agents to the Asiatic Society, and to suggest the propriety of 
transmitting the same for the final instruction of the Honourable Court of Directors, 
whether any and what books included in this catalogue shall be sent.to England in 
addition to those taken by Marquis Wellesley ; and in the event of any Doing required 
of which there are no duplicates, whether othei copies shall be made or procured, 
either for transmission to the Honourable Court or to supply the place of the single 
copies sent to England in the College Library at this Presidency ; which it is a public 
object to render as complete as possible in works of Oriental Literature, particularly 
in scarce manuscripts, the preservation of which in some local repository is evidently 
desirable, and is every year becoming more requisite.” Unfortunately no copies of 
any of these catalogues or lists have been preserved either in the Proceedings, from 
which the above is extracted, or in the Letter Book, 

Mr. Carey submits to the Council (12th November 1806) an abstract of the 
contents of the “ gruntha or sacred book of the Seiks ” made for him ^by Pundit 
Ajnarain. 

On the 24th December a lettei is lead from the Secretary to Government 
addressed to the Revd. David Brown, Provost, and Members of the Council of the 
College of Fort William, directing that the reduced establishment is to take place from 
the 31st December, and requesting the Council to prepaie and submit the draft |of a 
Regulation framed conformably to the proposed modification in the institution of the 
College. 

The public letter from the Court of Directors upon which these orders are based * 
is that of the 2 1 st May 1806 declaring their intention to found Hertford College. It 
was hoped that in this New College the writers, in addition to the instruction which 
they would receive in all the most useful branches of European learning, would be 
enabled to acquire a competent knowledge in oriental literature. “ As, however,” the 
letter continues “ it may not be practicable for the students to attain in this country so 
perfect a knowledge as could be wished for in this Branch, th&r education herein 
must still be completed in India, for which purpose some establishment must be 
continued. 'We propose, however, that the Calcutta Institution shall be confined 
solely to this object, and upon as moderate a scale of expense as is consistent with its 
utility in th\s view.” * 

The writers were to go through a course of education at Hertford College and 
then “ complete their studies in the Oriental Branches in one Jear at the College at 
Calcutta provided they devote their time and attention exclusively to this “object.” 
This -would lead to much greater economy in the management of the Calcutta College. 
The office's 'of Provost and* Vice-Provost were accordingly deemed unnecessary “ all 
‘requisite superintendence may be found in the Professors or in occasional visitations of 
the Governor-General or the Members of the Council.” The establishment was to be 



HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE OF FORT WILLIAM . 185 


reduced within a yearly cost of 75,000 Rupees, allowing for a Professor of Arabic and 
Persian on Rs. 1,500 a month (inclusive of house-rent), a Professor of Hindoostanee at 
Rs. 1,000 a month, a Teacher of Sanskrit and Bengalee at Rs. 1,000 a month, while 2,750 
Rupees monthly was to cover the cost of Munshis, Writing Masters, <&c.” Adding to this 
the house-rent for students, Prizes, Printing and Contingencies, it was estimated that the 
total expense of the College at Calcutta would be brought within 150,000 Sicca Rupees 
per annum and the Council were directed to reduce the expenses to this sum without 
delay. Two Munshis were called for to give instruction at the College in England, 
one for the Persian and one for the Hindoostanee Language, and were to be engaged 
for three or more years. 

The terms of their engagement as to allowances and the expense of passage was 
left to the discretion .of the Council, with all due attention to economy. Without 
making any reference to the resignation of Messrs. Harington and Colebrooke of their 
office as Members of the College Council, the Court of Directors “ highly approve the 
Professorships at present held by Messrs. Harington and Colebrooke, and we think 
these gentlemen with the Professor of Persian and Arabic should compose a superin- 
tending committee through whom the report of the examinations and qualifications oi 
the students may be communicated to your Government and we have no doubt that 
when these gentlemen shall be under the necessity of retiring, you will not have any 
difficulty in finding others of our civil servants at Calcutta who will readily fill those 
offices.” 

The Honourable Court of Directors were well advised in saying “ readily, ’ 
alacrity, however, is not the essential qualification for offices of the kind held by 
Messrs. Harington and Colebrooke worthy successors to whom it was indeed hard to 
finj. 

A certain Munshi named Aboo Talib was applied for by the Directors to fill one 
of the posts at Hertford College, bu news of his decease having been received, 
Maulavi Mcer Abdul Alee one of the Munshis on the fixed establishment of the 
Persian Department was recommended by the College Council to be engaged foj 
Hertford College on a yearly salary of /600 “ and that a passage be taken for him in 
one of the ships of the season.” The Council further reported that no sufficiently 
qualified person had yet offered himself for the Hindoostanee post ; they recommend 
therefore that pending the selection of a suitable Hindoostanee Munshi Meer Abdul 
Alee be sent without delay to act in both Departments. This arrangement was 
approved by Government and the Munshi duly appointed. Two months later (25th 
November 1807), the Council report that they have found one Mirza Khuleel whom 
they consider fit to be engaged as Hindoostanee Munshi for the Hertford College and 
recommend a salary of £600 per annum and a passage to England. #.Thi$ was also* 
agreed to, and the Marine Board directed to engage the Munshi’s passage. Mirza 
Khaleel sailed in the Honourable Company’s ship Castle Eden about February 
loth, 1808. The commander of that ship was granted the sum of Sicca Rupees Two 
thousand five hundred fjpr a cabin, and for the accommodation of Mirza Khaleel, being 
a similar allowance to that which was granted to the Commander of the Onion for 
the passage of Maulvie Meer Abdul Alee on that ship to England.” 
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A salary of £ 600 a year might well tempt a native of India to go to England, and 
the salary recommended by the College Council must be considered very liberal. 

The absence of a Provost soon began to make itself felt on the discipline of the 
College, as might well have byen foreseen. 

In September 1807 the behaviour of the certain of the students of the College 
formed the subject of deliberation at a Council meeting when an extract from the 
Proceedings of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council in the Judicial 
Department under date the 8th September 1807 was read. From this it appeared 
that certain students had on the preceding third of September annoyed the Mahome- 
dans in the celebration of their ceremony of the Bera by shooting at trtem with 
pellet bows injuring several persons. Mr. W. C. Blaquiere the Magistrate who makes 
the report to the Secretary to Government in the Judicial Department states “The 
gentlemen in the Writers' Buildings have made it a constant practice of late to shoot 
at crows from their windows with fowling pieces, and to pellet persons passing in the 
streets with pellet balls, and several persons have been wounded. Complaints have 
been numerous, but we have been able to grant redress in only very few cases, the 
complainant being unable to fix upon the house from whence the injury proceeded, 
and I am sorry that what we have done on these occasion have been of no avail, the 
practice still continuing. The same difficulty existing in great measure in the present 
instance, and the evil complained of being general and pregnant with the most £ serious 
consequences, I have thought it requisite to lay the circumstances before Government, 
in preference to proceeding in the regular mode against the gentlemen residing in 
the house identified by the serjeant, hoping that the interference of Government will 
put a stop to the dangerous practice complained of, and secure the Mahomedans from 
future molestation in their religious ceremonies and processions. The serjeant 
on duty Dennis Reily was able to identify the house from which the pellet balls came 
as No. i, the house at the western extremity of the Writers' Buildings near the Monu- 
ment. (Holwell's Monument since removed, but now (1902) being restored by Lord 
Curzon). “The doors being kept shut" he concludes " I did not enter the gentle- 
men’s houses." 

The Governor-General in Council referred this letter with the statement made 
by* Serjeant Reily to the College authorities who repoited that they had failed to 
discover the individual students who had been guilty of this irregularity, and suggested 
that in future the officers should proceed against the students in the same manner as 
against other violators of the pubic peace, at the same time reporting the names of 
the offenders to Government. And so the matter ended. 

On the 23rd December 1806, the Council of the College addressed a letter to 
die Honourably Sir George Hilaro Barlow Baronet, Governor-General in Council, 
in which they submitted a plan for the future establishment of the College on the 
reduced scale ordered by the Court of Directors together with a dmft of a Regulation 
formed conformably to the proposed modification in the constitution of the College. 
It was anticipated that the number of students of the College would not in future be 
more numerous than could be accommodated in the Writers’ Buildings, so that no 
precision wes now made for house-rent. The sum of Rupees 5000 was allotted for prises. 
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Books And Medals only were to be given m future, as the funds would not allow of 
pecuniary prises, the cost of the pec uniary prizes to be distributed on the following 
6th February were to be a charge on the current year In allotting Rs 20,000 foi 
contingent expenses the Council hoped that in future such changes as subscrip- 
tions for published works, purchase of books for the Company’s Museum, <fcc , would 
be considered as distinct from the College and disbursed from a separate fund 
under the immediate direction and conti ol of the Governor-General in Council, a 
very just and reasonable expectation Their proposals included a provision foi 
increasing the salary of the Secretary of the C ollege (which was then only Rs. 400 a 
month) as well as the institution of an establishment or Examiners consisting of two 
persons. The salary of the Secretary was alieady, they pointed out, “ inadequate 
to the duties executed by the gentleman who now fills that station (Dr Hunter) and 
the functions of his office will be still further and greatly increased in labour as well 
as in importance by the abolition of the oflices ot Provost and Vice-Provost The 
institution of an establishment of Examiners with salaries annexed to their office 
appears to us requisite from the experienced difficulty of providing for the discharge 
ot the duty of Examiner of the College I hat duty has fallen chiefly on Members 
ot the College Council, whose official w ocations have prevented their giving suthcienl 
attention to it, at the same time that it has been a serious interruption to the per- 
formanre of their duty m the important public stations held by them These circum- 
stances have rendered it necessary to have recourse to the aid ol the Secretary who 
in the execution of this branch of additional duty has employed his talents and 
exertions in a manner highly ci editable to himself and beneficial to the interests ot 
the College We consider it to be essential to the success of the institution that 
besides a single Professor for each of the thiee principal classes as directed by the 
Honourable Court of Directors, other learned men should be engaged on the 
establishment or the College, that the requisite assistance may be immediately afforded 
whenever a Professor may be prevented by indisposition or any other temporary 
cause from attending his class, or at an) time when the class may be too numerous 
for the superintendence of a single person We trust that this object will be 
sufficiently attained by the appointment of public examiners ' 

Their new scheme provided for two examiners at Rs 500 a month each a Secretary 
and Librarian at Rs 1,000 a month, together with the three Piofesson> as directed b) the 
Court. In a letter, dated the 31st December 1806, the Governor-General in Council 
approves of the scheme m its entirety, together with the draft of the Regulations and 
orders, the scheme to take effect from 31st December 1806, with the exception of 
the sum limited for the encouragement of Literature and Contingent charges which 
will take place from the close of the >ear of account on the 30th April next. Mr! 
H. T. Colebrooke was appointed President of the College Council and Messrs 
Harington, Edmonstone and Fombelle, Members of the College Council oy the 
Governor-General in Council, their letters of appointment beaitng date January 1st, 

1807. 

At this time Lieutenant H. A. F. Hervey of the 7th Bombay Native Infantry, 
who had been taken prisoner by the French whilst on board the ship Earn ixflde 
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an application through the Adjutant-General to be admitted as a studentao the 
College of Fort William 41 provided that the Parole, I granted the French Government 
shall prevent me from doing duty till I am exchanged in which case I intend to write 
my friends in Europe to get nv: released from my parole." 

Mr. Hervey was recommended for admission by the College Council who in 
reply to an enquiry stated that “ Mr, C. Johnston an officer on the Military establish- 
ment under the Presidency of Fort St. George is at present a student in the College " 
There seems to have been a doubt whether Military students were admissible under 
the Regulations. Mr. Hervey was admitted 22nd January 1807. The-statement of 
the fixed establishment furnished to Government on the 20th January shews that 
the officers of the College and their respective salaries then were 


• Sicca Rs. 

Captain Baillie, Professor of Persian and Arabic ... 1,500 

Captain Mouat, Professor of Hindoostanee ... ... 1,000 

Mr. W. Carey, Professor of Bengalee, Ac. ... ... 1 ,000 

Dr. W. Hunter, Secretary and Librarian ... ... 1,000 

M. Lumsden, Esq., Examiner ... ... ... 500 

Lieutenant Macdougall, Examiner ... ... ... 500 


Total ... 5,500 


The Persian Department cost Rs. 1,020 a month. The Hindoostanee Department 
cost Rs. 1,180 a month. The Bengalee, Sanskrit and Mahratta Department cost Rs. 800 
a month, and the Secretary’s Office and Library Rs. 260 a month, while the Menial 
Establishments cost Rs. 367 a month. Thus the grand total of the monthly expenses 
of the establishment of the College at this date ( 1 st January 1807) was 9,067 Rupees. 
The Council now approached Government with a recommendation as to works in 
course of publication to which the College had given its promise of support, but which 
under the new scheme would fall to be encouraged by Government grants. These 
were 


Sanskrit Dictionary 

Hindoostanee Dictionary 

Mahratta Dictionary 

... 

Rs. 

4,000 

.*• • 10,400 
... 1,600 

r 


Total 

... l6,000 

For the Hedaijah 

For the Miihkat 

For the Moontakhubool Loghat ... 

... 

«e4 19,000 

6,400 
... a, $00 


Total 

... 17,900 
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These latter works which were not yet commenced, the Council recommended to 
the consideration and approval of Government. All of these proposals were accepted 
by the Governor-General in Council (5th February 1807). The first subscription thu* 
{pid by Government was in January 1808 towards Hunter \ Hindoostanee Dictionary. 

As students had been in the habit of absenting themselves from Calcutta withoui 
leave, the Governor-General as Visitor of the College issued orders forbidding all 
students to quit Calcutta and its immediate vicinity, or be absent from the regulai 
lectures of the College without having previously obtained permission from the Council 
of the College: Every case of infringement of this order was to be reported to the 
Visitor. 

. Sir George Barlow in his capacity of Visitor at the Public Disputations held on the 
and March 1807 adverted in strong terms to the debts which certain of the students had 
incurred during their stay in College, and made it clear that an accumulation of debt 
would be held by him to counterbalance in a material degree whatever merits the 
Rodents might possess in other respects and that in any case of competition preference 
would be given to those who had confined their expenditure within the limit of their 
allowances. 

An application was made early in 1 807 by the Bombay Country Correspondence 
Office for a supply of books in Hindoostanee, Mahratta, Arabic, Persian, and Sanskrit 
to be sent round for the use of Public Offices and Junior Servants of the Presidency. 
The books asked for were ordered to be sent as far as they could be spared. A list 
of the works supplied is given at page 324 of the Minutes of Proceedings Vol. II. In 
May 1807 Dr. William Hunter was obliged to apply for sick leave for a short period 
in order to take a cruise in the roads. He was suffering from asthma. His medical 
certificate was signed by J. Fleming, 1st Member of the Medical Board. During 
Dr. Hunter’s absence Lieutenant Macdougall was appointed to officiate as Secretary 
In June of this year Captain Badlie was appointed Resident at Lucknow and Mr. 
Mathew Lumsdcn who had been for some time acting for Captain Baillie was appointed 
Professor of Arabic and Persian. Dr. Hunter returned from sick leave on the 29th June 
and resumed charge of his duties. In consequence of the loss of books from the 
Library by their being lent out especially to natives, the Council passed a Resolution 
(i st August 1807) 

(1). That future such learned natives a* have occasion to consult books 
belonging to the College Library, or to make extracts, shall repair to the 
College for that purpose and that no book shall be taken away from the 
Library for the use of any native, excepting such work as he may be 
employed under the orders of College Council, m translating, withoui 
a special order from the College Council under the signature of the 
Secretary. 

( j). That excepting instances in which a book may be destroyed by fire, or any 
other unavoidable accident, the person to wl>om a book belonging to 
the College Library may be lent shall replace it or pay the Value of it, in 
the event of its being lost while in his charge. 


48 


i go 


BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT . 


A Persian translation of these regulations appears in the volume of proceedings, 
(U, 3*8). A further change in the Personal of the establishment was nbw proposed to 
the Visitor by the College Council; who suggested that instead of having a Secretary at 
1,000 Rupees and two examiners at $oo Rupees each, the future establishment should 
consist of a Secretary and Examiner at 1,200 Rupees, and an Assistant Secretary and 
Examiner at 800 Rupees. 

The proposal was to appoint Dr. William Hunter to the former and Ensign 
Macdougall to the latter post This arrangement was approved and these appointments 
were made on the 14th July 1807. 

On the 8th of August 1807, Lord Minto writes to the Council of vhe College 
sending by his Private Secretary, Mr. Elliot two books presented to the College by the 
Delegates of the Clarendon Press at Oxford. These two works “the Proverbs of Ali,” 
and “ Pococks Specimen Hist : Arabum ” were accompanied by a copy of the letter 'It 
f«ord Minto written by the Bishop of Oxford when sending the books This letter is 
dated Cuddesdon, 21st July 1806. 

In connection with the work at present being carried on by Mr Grierson it is 
interesting historically to note that in 1807, Mr. Colebrooke entered a minute calling 
attention Xo a plan of a comparative vocabulary of Indian Languages bj Sir J. Mackin- 
tosh, which had been communicated to the Council of the College b) order of Govern- 
ment with the Chief Secretary’s letter of the 7th August 1806. Sir J. Mackintosh was 
President of the Literary Society of Bombay. Mr. # Colebrooke considered that Sir J. 
Mackintosh’s scheme did not go far enough, and conceived that by enlarging the 
design both the objects of general comparison and of separate usefulness might be 
combined. He then alludes to an extensive plan for the compilation of grammars and 
dictionaries which was in contemplation by a gentleman of the Madras Medical Estab- 
lishment (Dr. Leyden). Dr. Leyden’s plan erred in one direction as far as Sir J. 
Mackintosh erred in the other, and Mr. Colebrooke gave it as his opinion that a 
vocabulary lramed on a plan b etween the two should be undertaken for the use and 
at the charge of the College. This vocabulary was to be based on Mr. Gladwin’s voca- 
bulary, and printed m Persian, Hindee, Sanskrit and Bengalee with sufficient blank 
spaces for the insertion of the corresponding words in another language. Printed 
<opiesof this vocabulary were to be put into the hands of native conversant with the 
particular languages of which vocabularies are required to be severally filled up by them 
tor each language as undertaken by them. Mr. Colebrooke also suggested that a few 
< opies should be furnished to Dr. Francis Buchanan “ who will cheerfully undertake to 
collect information on the languages of the provinces through which he will travqf in 
the course of the statistical survey on which he is now proceeding, as well as informa- 
tion of the ^nguages' of the mountaineer tribes bordering on the Company’s terri- 
tories.” Mr. Colebrooke was confident that his proposed scheme was easy in practice, 
and could be executed at a very moderate expense. 

Mtf Colebrooke’s measure was agreed to, and a resolution was passed ordering his 
scheme to be carried into*execution with as much expedition c as practicable. In thfjr 
letterof 24^ December 1807 to Government the Council of the College ngtify , their 
Intention of printing and circulating vocabularies in Persian, Hindoostanee, Bengalee 
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and Sansbit, but recommended that, in the meantime, Sir James McIntosh's plan of 
a comparative vocabulary be. reprinted and copies circulated to public officers. The 
Governor-General in Council approved, and this decision was communicated on the 
Sgth January, 1808. 

Letter on the 28th March, 1808, we find the College Council writing to the Chief 
Secretary to Government and transmitting “ 480 copies of Sir James McIntosh’s voca- 
bulary of which 500 have been printed by the College in conformity to the order of 
Government contained in your letter of the 29th January last. The Council of the 
College beg leave to recommend that ten copies be sent to each zilla and city Magis- 
trate under this Presidency, and the remaining copies to the Political Residents at 
Foreign Courts with instructions to obtain and transmit to the Secretary to Government 
fpr the purpose of being forwarded to Sir James McIntosh the information desired by' 
Jiim, relative to the languages current in the respective jurisdiction of the Magistrates, 
and within the territorries of the states at whose courts the Political Residents are 
.stationed." 

The College Council further recommend that the Resident at Delhi be desired to 
extend his enquiries as far as circumstances admit, from Delhi to the Attock, to Cabul, 
Cashmere and Moultan, and that all the Magistrates at frontier stations be instructed to 
extend their enquires to the contiguous countries as far as practicable. 

This appears to have been the germ of that comprehensive Linguistic Survey now 
approaching completion under the superintendence of the learned Dr. Grierson. 

In September 1807 we find a minute recorded by Mr. Colebrooke in which he 
strongly reprehends the style of general expense in which the College students are 
living, owing mainly " to a system of compulsion introduced among themselves which 
prevents those who are disposed to be frugal from following their inclination in this 
respect. The expensive entertainments given to each other by the students in the 
buildings are stated to be the chief scurce of expense and that, which they compel each 
other to incur." Mr. Colebrooke calls for a statement of debts at once and warns them 
that “ unless the general style of expense be reduced, the College Council will be under 
the necessity of proposing to the Patron and Visitor the institution either of a College 
Table* or of a Mess under rigid regulations of Collegiate Discipline, which it may be 
apprehended will be irksome to the students but will be unavoidable." 

The 15th September, 1807, records a minute by Mr. H. T. Colebrooke announcing 
the completion of the Sanskrit Dictionary complied by Chief Pundit Muniram Tara, 

• It dots not appear from the records exactly when the College Public Table was abolished 
but perhaps it was from the date oi the reconstitution of the College on the 31st December, 1806. 
K reference, however, to the Bill Book shews no mention of any charge for expense A the College 
Table laler tfean September, >804. One of the two stewards (Mr. A. Graham) appears to have been 
Utscharpd from 31st December, 1804 and the second (Mr. P. Hunt) from 31st January, 1805. It 

therefore seems most probable that the Public Table was discontinued, from the beginning uf the 

Qftober term r804. I find qn entry in the Abstract of payments in September, 1804. 'Table 
Expense from 1st July to 10th September (when it ceased) Rs. 2,464*8" wiiich *©tfle«*the question. 
It ^however, rather curious that no other reeord of so important a change is to be found ekhee 
in the Proceedings of Council or in the Letter Book of that period 
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and when he fell 111 , by Rughumani Bhattacharjee under Mr. Colebrooke’so direction 
who now recommends the grant of 2000 rupees as remuneration to the Pundit and his 
assistants. This amount was granted by Resolution of the College Council (26th Sep- 
tember, 1807). 

On the 25th September, the Council have the lamentable duty of reporting a 
vacancy in the office of Assistant Secretary and Examiner in the College by the decease 
of Lieutenant William Macdougail whose death occurred on the 16th September, and 
express a hope that a successor may be early appointed as the instruction of a class 
of students was committed to Lieutenant Macdougail. 

His last duty appears to have been the examination of the gentleme# Cadets at 
Baraseton the 31st August, which illness prevented him from performing. At this 
wine Council meeting a gift of books and manuscripts to the College Library bv 
the Revd. C. Buchanan is acknowledged and thanks are returned to the donor"" 
Among these books were two volumes of London on gardening and Scott’s Lay of the 
Last Minstrel. Facsimiles of the ancient Christian plates lately found in Travancore 
and the catalogues of four native libraries, viz., the Raja of Tanjore, Rammisseram 
the Raja of Travancore and the Raja of Cochin. 

It is a lamentable fact that none of these volumes are now in the Library. Captain 
Mouat was evidently dissatisfied with his position in the College and requested the 
Secretary to lay his case before Council. He considers himself entitled to arrears of 
pay as Professor of Hindoostanee during the period he held charge of the Department 
after the resignation of Mr. Gilcharist in February 1804, until his own appointmeni 
He also requests that the Hindoostanee Professorship may be put on the same footing 
as the Professorships of Arabic and Persian as regards pay. The Council declined 
to make any representation to Government on the ground that the salary had been 
fixed by the express orders of the Court of Directors, and also of the length of time 
which had elapsed since Dr. Gilchrist’s resignation. On the 29th September 1807 
Dr. William Hunter, Secretary, College Council, addresses the following letter to 
Major W. Raban, Commanding the Corps of Cadets at Baraset. 

“ Sir, 

I am directed by the College Council to inform you, that Dr. J. Leyden, who K 
appointed* to succeed Lieutenant Macdougail in the College, will proceed to Baraset 
to-morrow morning for the purpose of examining the gentlemen Cadets in 
Hindoostanee/’ 

On the 5th January 1808, Mr. John Macdonald writes to Dr. Hunter to inform the 
College Council that the lease of his house in Tank Square at present occupied by 0 thc 
Honourable Company, as a College will expire at the end of June and expressing his 
desire to reiww the lease with the Honourable Company on the same terms as the 
present and for any number of years not less than three that the Honourable Company 
may choose. 

On the 8th January *1808, Mr. J. H. Harington was appointed by the Governor- 
General in Council, President of the Council of the College pf Fort William. 

Dr. Leydens' appointment wm made in a letter from the Chief Secretary to Gorerrmdnt, 
dited *8tk September, 1807. 
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Captain Mouat in January 1808, submitted a claim for certain allowances to which 
he considered himself entitled, but his claim was disallowed by Government in their 
letter of the 29th January. # On the 3rd February, Captain Mouat tendered his resigna- 
tion in the following letter to the address of the Secretary, College Council. 

Sir, 

The state of my health being such as to require my immediate return to Europe I 
have to request that you will communicate to the College Council my intention to 
resign the office of Professor of the Hindoostanee Language on the departure of the 
“ Lady CastUreagh ” on which ship, I propose to embark. “ In forwarding this 
resignation to the Governor-General the Council bore testimony to Captain Mouat \ 
ability and success in the instruction of the students. 

On the 22nd F.ebruary 1808 we find .1 letter appointing Captain John W, Tayloi 
to be Professor of the Hindoostance language in the College of Fort William, and 
Lieutenant Abraham Lockett to be Assistant to the Secretary of the College and 
.Examiner. 

In March 1808, Maulvi Roshan Ali of the^Yrabic Depaitment died, and the College 
Council enquired from Mr M. Lumsden whethei it was necessaiy to replace him. Mr. 
Lumsden in his reply very emphatically impi esses upon the Council the expediency ot 
augmenting the establishment of his Department, and proposes that two maulvis shall 
be appointed in place of the deceased Roshan Ali at a salary of 100 rupees a month 
each Roshan All ha**, sa)s Mr Lumsden, left behind him no equal in Arabic learning 
and his death is an irreparable loss. The late Maulvi spent his life in the service ot 
the English Government, and the IT idaya, the Futawa Alamgiii, and his unfinished 
translation of the Kamils, stand as monuments to his erudition. Ills family are lefi 
destitute by his death, and taking into < onsideration his long and meritorious services 
he trusts the Government will exeit an effectual liberality on this occasion. A Persian 
petition from the brother of the deceased MauKi sets forth the list of hooks corrected 
01 prepared by Maulvi Roshan Ali and asks for a pension for his family. This requeM 
was granted, and on the 6th May 1808, the Council of the College are informed that 
the Governor-General in Council has been pleased to grant a pension of 100 Sicca 
Rupees per month, for the support of the famih of MauKi Roshan Ali. subject to the 
approbation of the Honourable Court of Directors. 

In a letter* to the Council the Professor of Arabic and Persian put forward 1 
pioposal to print certain text hooks instead of going on using transcribed manuscripts 
copies. 

Hitherto he says it has been considered preferable that the students should use 
manuscript copies of the various books, and transcribers have been retained for the, 
purpose of providing these copies. With the improvement which ha^ been effected 
in Itersien types, »all the former objections to the use of printed text books have been 
removed. He therefore proposes to publish in two volumes (if the Council of the 
College will defray the cost of the work) a collection of those books in prose % or verse 
which are usually taught in the Persian class, the cost being gradually •rcccfcered by the 
'stile of the books to students. He proposes to retain two good transcribers fol 
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correcting manuscripts of works to be put to press hereafter. The Council sanctioned* 
this proposal provided the proprietor of the Persian Press would consent to'print the 
volumes on the usual encouragement of a subscription for r ioo copies. — Should they 
decline, the proposal may be made to some other press. 

The medals of honour presented to the students were stamped at the Mint, and an 
lionorarium of five hundred rupees was annually given to the foreman of the mint, 
Mr. Urquhart, as a remuneration for his trouble in sinking and altering the dies. At 
the Council meeting of the 14th May 1808, the Secretary was directed to request the 
opinion of the Mint Master whether this was to be considered a moderate allowance. 
The Mint Master (H. P. Forster, Esq.), stated in reply to this enquiry that the sum in 
question was a very moderate remuneration for the trouble of sinking and altering the 
medal dies alone, but he begged leave to observe that it likewise comprehends his 
compensation for sinking dies and stamping the books (which are renewed annually). - 
The dies, he says, are not merely altered but new ones are sunk as they are of too 
delicate and complex a nature to admit of being struck from a master die. 

The continuance of this honorarium was accordingly sanctioned by the Council. 
With reference to these medals wc find from an entry in the Proceedings of Council 
4th May 1802, that the device for the College Medals was drawn by Mi. R. Home, who 
alio executed a device in copper plate for the Book of Essays. For this service he 
received a present of 1,000 Sicca Rupees. The device in copper plate here alluded to is 
doubtless that which appears on the title page of the Voiume of Essays published 
in 180a. 

The device for the College Medals is that uhich appeals on the title pages of 
Primitioe Orientales Vol. II, Calcutta 1803, and Vol. Ill, 1804, with the addition of the 
words “ College of Fort William ” on the device impressed on the medal. ^See 
Appendix, Designs, Ac.) The first die from which the College Medals were struck was 
engraved by Mr. Hughes for which service he was awarded 500 Rupees. 

Mr. Lumsden in July 1808 approaches the Council with a request for the usual 
contributory subscription to an edition of the “ Muckamantee Iluieeree ” which he 
wishes to print at the Company’s press. The Council recommend this work to the 
favourable consideration of Government, whose sanction to the proposal is conveyed 
»n a letter, dated 5th August 1808. It was issued from the Honourable Company's 
press in two volumes, the fust of which appeared in 1809 and the se6wd in 1812, and 
was followed by a supplement in the form of an Arabic-Persian Dictionary in 1814. 
The latter was the work of Maulvi Jaun Alee. At a Council meeting held on the 
26th November 1808, an extract from a Public General Letter from the Court of 
•Directors, dated 2nd Mafch 1808 was read. This letter called for an ample supply of 
original documents no longer of sufficient consequence to be preserved as records, 
from the different offices of Government. 

The documents called for were 

1. - Persian— An ample collection of original documents in Letters, Petitions, 
Sunnads, Ac., Ac:, with boolclhof accounts, to be selected from such as are no longer of 
cotsequence to be preserved in the Judicial, Financial and Commercial Departments. 
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2. Bengal tt — An ample collection of ditto., ditto., the greater the variety with 
lespect to form, subject, and handwriting the better. As the people of Bengal are famous 
for book keeping it is desirable that one copy at least of an original set of Revenue 
and Commercial Books, Journal, Ledger, &c , be included in this part of the order. 

3. Hindoos! anee in the Nagri CharacUt — As in I&har and the Upper Provinces, 
correspondence and business in general is often carried on in the Hindavi and Nagree 
characters a sufficient collection of Documents m this language is desirable 

4. Observations — In case a sufficient quantity or variety of subjects cannot be 
spared or collected from the different offices, a number of copies to be made in various 
hands of such forms as may be found deficient , 500 Persian reeds for making pens 
werc^tlso called for. These were all supplied in January 1809 Letters were 
accordingly written by the Council to the Registrar of the Courts, to the Secretary to 
the Board of Trade, the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, and to the Persian 
.Secretary to Government asking them to send what spare documents they had. 

From May 1808 all printing for the College was executed at the Honourable 
( ompan/s Press, No 6 Esplanade Row, and monthly accounts were supplied to the 
( ‘ollege Council for the printing to enable tjjem to keep a check upon the expenditure 
incurred on this head for which a limit of 20.000 Rupees annually had been assigned by 
( Jovernment. 

In December 1808 the Writeis’ Buildings were to be vacated for repairs, and the 
students occupying them weie granted house-rent till the buildings were agam ready 
tor their accomodation , 38 students names aie given (Proc., II, 519) 

At the same Council meeting Mr Lumsden brought forward his pioposition to 
prepare for the Press a corrected edition of the Shah Nama of Firdousee with the 
assistance of Maulvi Muhammad Aslam and thiee natives selected by him or three 
IVfunshis from the College Establishment lie proposed to divide the work into 
Eight Volumes of which two w ere to be published every year. The material for this 
edition were four copies which Mr. Lumsden had obtained on loan, and one copy, the 
pioperty of General Malcolm, which he hoped to obtain on loan. Mr. Lumsden also 
hoped to obtain by the assistance of Mr Brooke a very valuable copy from Benares 
belonging to a native and containing Farhang-i-shahnama. This he hoped to be able 
to purchase, but there is no record that this purchase was ever completed. Only one 
volume of this work was printed apparently which was issued in 1811. The estimated 
cost per voluiws was Sicca Rs. 29-4 and the subscription for 100 copies Rs. 2,925 
so that Mr. Lumsden asked for sanction to an expenditure of Rs. 5,850 yearly for the 
two volume^. 

Mr. Lumsden also exhibited the Muntakhab-ul-Lughat which was then completed 
with the exception of the English title page and list of errata. The Council sanctioned 
Mr. Lumsden 1 * proposal as well as an additional grant of rupees 204 per mensem for 
the purpose of engaging Munshis asked for. Only one volume of the work ever 
appeared, that was published in 181 1 # 

At this time also Mr. W. B. Bayley, Registrar to the Court of Suddei Dewanny 
and Nizamut Adawltft, forwarded to the College Coupcil a letter with a Persian arzi 
•from Maulvi Nasar Ashraf formerly in the employ of the College, asking to be allowed 
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to publish by subscription the Dabistan-i-Mazahib. Several manuscript copies had 
been procured more specially one from Delhi. These the Maulvi had collected, and 
had prepared an edition for publication, he now solicited ttye aid of Government. 
The College Council recommended this work to Government for encouragement by 
the usual subscription for 100 copies at Rs. 24 each. The sanction of Government was 
accorded to this proposal on the 23rd December 1 80S The work was published in 
1809. (1224 A. H.). Mr. Lumsden having applied to be allowed to borrow books 
from the Library of the Nawab Vizier, and having received sanction, submitted on the 
2 1st January 1809 a °* the books he was desirous of borrowing (This list is given 
at page 543 of Proceedings Volume II). 

Government also authorised subscription to four Sanskrit works to be published 
Baburam Pundit, proprietor of the new Sanskrit Press, namely, the Bhagabat Gita, the 
Geeta Gobinda, Amru Sutuk and Ghut Kurpur, and Durga Supt Sutee 

Hitherto the printing of exercises, Examination Reports, and similar forms in use 
in the College had been always printed at the Hindoostanee Press and the Serampore 
Mission Press. The Government now enquired whether these and similar forms might 
not be printed at the Government Press (26^ January 1809). 

In February 1809, on the recommendation of Captain Taylor Hindustanee 
Professor, sanction was given to a subscription for 100 copies of the Prem Sagar and 
Rajneet for the use of the students in his Department. 

In this same month the College Council reported to Government thjft the 
vocabularies in Persian and Hindustanee and those m Sanskrit and Bengali were 
ready. They also forwarded 100 copies of each for distribution and stated that Dr 
Leyden had offered to prepare similar vocabularies in Burmese and Malay, and 
recommended Government to accept his offer. This vocabulary could, they said, be 
printed at Serampore Mission Press where a fount of Burmese type existed. Theae 
suggestions were accepted by Go\ eminent 

The Amara Cosha was now complete, and 100 copies were received into the 
College Library at a cost of 52 rupees per copj 

It appears from a letter that Mr. Lockett was Professor of Persian in Februan 
1809 t> ut no record of the appointment appears to exist. 

The Directors writing with reference to the future appointment of Munshis foi 
Hertford College ordered that the salary offered them should be reduced to £500 a 
a j ear, this being the salary of all European Professors In May i8o9 M the edition ol 
the Sut-Suee of Beharee Lall was printed by Babooram Pundit and on the recommend- 
ation of the College 100 copies were subscribed for by Government at Rs. 2-6-6 a 
copy. 

In May 1809 Captain* Malcolm McLeod Commanding the Cadet Company at 
Baraset was supplied with 70 copies of Hunter’s Hindustanee Dictionary for the use of 
the Cadets, allowing one copy to each room. 

Towards the end of this month the Governor-General in Council decided thatrin 
future the disputations should be held in July instead of in February in order to avoid 
the inconvenience experienced by the students leaving the College in reaching their 
stations. The Council were ordered to amend the Statutes accordingly. At the earn# 



HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE OF FORT WILLIAM . 


*97 


time thy the new Statutes were promulgated, (i 6th June 1809), the College Council 
issued a notice intimating that " two pews on the south side of the Gallery in the New 
Church, and a pew in the central part of the Old Church have been appropriated for 
their use.” (The New Church here mentioned is the * 01 d Cathedral ” or St. John's 
Church of which the foundation stone was laid on the 6th April 1784 by Mr. Wheeler. 
It formally consecrated on Sunday the 34th June 1787. The “ Old Church " was the 
Church known as the Mission Church in Mission Row which was opened on Advent 
Sunday, 1770. See Hyde. P . A. 155.) 

Mr. Lumsden on the 5th June 1809 forwards too copies of the first volume of the 
Persian Miscellany. This work was, he states, to extend to five or possibly six 
volumes, and would form a continuous course of reading for the Persian classes during 
eighteen months. I^e also asks for the assistance of Maulvi Abdool Ruheem at ^ 

, salary of 50 Rupees a month in preparing the Arabic Grammar upon which he is 
engaged. Government upon the recommendation of the Council acceded to both 
.requests, and of their own accord undertook to defray the expense of the work. Cer 
tainly the College of Fort William had no cause to complain of the support received 
from the Government. Of the 100 copies of the Miscellany 50 were sent to For? 
St. George and Bombay and 40 to Hertfort College. There is no copy in the Board o* 
Examiner’s Library. 

In July 1809, Dr. William Carey was struck down with a severe attack of fevt? 
and in applying for a month’s leave supports his application by a certificate signed b> 
David Darling, Assistant Surgeon 8th Regt. N. I. The leave was granted, and 
Mr. J. Marshman assisted in the Bengali Department in Dr. Carey’s place till the 
uth August 1809, when he reports to the Council that “Dr, Carey is so completeh 
recovered as to be able to resume his customary College duties." 

Mr. Harington reported that as the Ilidayah was deficient in the Law of inhen 
tance he proposed to print a As-Serajjujah as an Appendix in a separate Volume 
Government accorded their sanction to this proposal. 

In August of this year (1809,) Captain Taylor, Ilindoostanee Professor was obliged 
to take leave to sea on account of his health, his medical certificate being signed b\ 
Dr. James Hare, who added to it his “ earnest advice to proceed as soon as possible ’ 
The leave was granted and Lieutenant Lockett was appointed to officiate for him during 
his absence. 

In September 1809, a very impoitant atep was taken by Mr. Lumsden towards put 
ting the Library of the College on a more satisfactory footing as regards its Arabic and 
Persian Literature. He wrote a long letter to the Council under date 21st Septembo 
enclosing a list of Arabic books which it was desirable to purchase and requesting unde? 
the orders of Government the residents of Lucknow, Delhi and Bassprah might be 
provided with copies of the catalogue and instructed to purchese such of the books a?s 
they might be able to procure. He also urged the necessity of taking similar measures 
with reference to the Persian Library of the College. “J forbear," he writes, “to 
enlarge upon the importance of these measures to the successful accomplishment ot 
jthe objects of our institution, because the necessity of forcing a good Library in ever), 
branch oi Oriental Literature is too plain to require or even to admit of illu^ratipn.^ 

In this same letter Mr. Lumsden refers to the Shah Naina which he has in hand, 
btifwhich has been retarded by the “ eternal procrastinaton d one Maulvi afod th& 
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desertion of another.” Mr. Lumsden also forwards ioo copies of the xst volume of 
the “Muckamaute Hareeree ” and hopes the and volume will be ready id six months. 
(It was not ready till three years later). The list of ArabiS books required is a long 
one, occupying 8} columns o£ large folio, and comprising all the most important works 
of Arabic Literature. Dr. Hunter in forwarding Mr. Lumsden’s letter to Government 
pointed out that a sum of 5,000 Rupees would remain unappropriated in consequence 
of the alteration in the period of the annual examinations, and laid before Government 
a recommendation that Mr. Lumsden’s proposals should be adopted. This sanction 
was accorded in a letter of the 39th September, and an advance of 5,000 Rupees was 
also granted towards the publication of the Shah Nama. A few weeks lafpr (13th 
October 1809) Government consented to subscribe for the usual 100 copies of a work 
projected by Lieutenant Lockett, a “ Translation of the three first .elementary books on 
Arabic Syntax, viz., the Meeut Aamil, the Shurha Meeut Aamil and Hidayateon-naho.” 
Lieutenant Lockett also intimated his intention of annexing to these works a “ Praxis 
from the Akhwan-oos-Suffa and Mukamati Hureeree with a vocabulary of the principal 
words and a literal translation of the whole,” but it does not appear that this intention 
was ever carried into effect, though there are isolated passages from the two works 
above mentioned. 

On the 26th October 1809, the first 100 copies of the Mishcatul Masabih were 
received Into the Library of the College at a cost of Rs. 3,200 which was defrayed by 
Government. 

On the 15th December 1809, the Council received orders to transmit to the 
College at Hertford, manuscript copies of the following works for the use of the 
students there — 

12 copies of Ikhlaak-i-Muhassini (Akhlaq-i-Muhsini). 

12 copies of Yusuf and Zuleikha. 

12 copies of Inshd, Abul Fazl. 

(The first volume only of the latter). (First Daftar). 

Mr. A. Galloway of Midnapore writes on the 14th December 1809, renewing a 
former proposal to publish a translation of the “ Muktasar Kudooree ” a book ot Maho- 
medan Law expected to extend to 800 quarto pages. Upon the recommendation of 
the College Council the Government were pleased to subscribe for 100 copies of the 
work. 

(It does not appear that this was ever published). 

Dr. Leyden’s Vocabulary of the Burman and Malay languages wjs approaching 
completion in January 1810, when he forwards to the College Council as a specimgn 
sheet stating that he ha$ t added a column for English words, and one for the corres- 
ponding Siamese or Thai words. The Council authorised the printing of 500 copies. 
Government support was accorded at this same time (19th January 1810) to the 
publication by Baboo Ram Pundit of the Ramayan of Toolsee Das at so Rupees i^copy 
and a week later (26th January 18x0) accorded their sanction to the publication of a 
volume of yindoostanee stories (Naqliyat-i-Hindi) with a glossary by Captain Tayiot* 
.and Lieutenant Lockett and llso of a grammar of the Brij Bhakha Language. Both 
thfcee ijrorks were prepared by Lulloo Lai Kub the Bhakha Mustshi to the College. 

On February 5th x$xo, Dr. John Leyden wrote to the College Council a letter 
embodying his propqf*! to publish the Arabic text and an English translation of Htoul- 
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Wardi’s 14 Kheredat-al-Ajayeb.” The letter is interesting as a commentary upon the 
then existing neglect of the Arab geographer’s works Government granted the usual 
subscription of 100 copies. 

Captain Taylor’s health failing in February 18 10, h$ applied to the Council for 
permission for Lieutenant Lockett to assist him by taking two of the junior classes, and 
this was sanctioned as a temporary measure Dr. Carey’ Mahratta Dictionary was 
completed and xoo copies received by the College on and March 1810. 

Fifty nine copies of Gladwin’s Persian Hindoostanee and English Dictionary were 
sent b> the Vice : President in Council on the 9th March 1810 to be deposited in the 
College Library. 

Dr Robert Tytler on this same date applied to the College Council for the usual 
encouragement to be bestowed upon his translation from the Persian into English of a 
treatise on the permutations occasionally occurring to the letters m the Arabic Language 
*rhe Council recommended this to Government who granted it 

At this time May 1810, two students of the College were dismissed from it in 
consequence of having been removed from the Company’s service m accordance with 
a resolution passed that “ any person m the Company's Civil and Military service as 
shall appear by satisfactory evidence to have obtained their appointments by corrupt 
considerations paid either by themselves or through their friends shall be rendered 
incapable of holding any situation whatever in the Company’s service ” In accordance 
with this resolution two writers and nine Cadets whose names are given were rejected 
md ordered to leave India forthwith. 

That so long as “ commerce flourished arts and learning might die * appears from a 
paragraph in a public letter from the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 6th Septem- 
ber 1809 m which, in response to an application from the President of the Asiatic 
'society for a List of the most esteemed works of Science and Literature extant m the 
several languages in India, they reply that “ however desirous we are to aid the cause 
of literature it is not allowable for us in the financial circumstances of the Company to 
subject them to any material charge on this Account 

Now after the lapse of three years is received the decision of the Directors regard- 
ing the allowances to be paid to Mr Lumsden while acting for Captain Bailiie during 
the deputation of the latter to Bundelkhund It must have been excessively embarras- 
sing to have to wait so long for sanction to expenditure already incurred Adverting to 
the cases of Messri Tucker and Wakcman, the Directors request that provision may be 
made for the more efficient government of the College if it is defective The Directors 
were inclined to dismiss these two gentlemen who were placed under suspension by 
the Governor-General, but m consideration of the lapse of time they were unwilling 
to have recourse to so extreme a measure and they were to be reinstated. On 
the 4th of April 18x0 a number of books m the Oriental Languages were presented 
to the Asiatic Society lor which the thanks of the Society were received in a letter, 
dated 6th April. At this time the College Counoii called upon Mr. Lumsden to 
deposit in their Library 100 copies of his Persian grammar for which he had reoeived 
t^eir subscription. He demurs on the ground that by complying with “their request 
at tfie present juncture he will lose the copy-right which he is most anxious to retain. 
His letter is a long one and refers to the “ liberal policy of the East India Company" 
by which an oriental scholar 1$ permitted to aspire to high public employments He 
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seems to consider that the enforcement by the College of their right to 100 copies is 
an Injury to hie and their tateregts, and asks to be allowed to retain the whole edition 
for his own benefit In consideration of the specially difficult character of the work. 
He mentions that he is engaged upon an Arabic grammar which hk hopes to be a£le 
to finish in four years. Mr. Lumsden supports his application by an opinion given 
by the Advocate-Genetal. In reply the Council called upon M it Lumsden to produce 
his authority for printing the grammar at the expense of the College. The Council 
Proceedings of 13rd May 1803 do not sanction this, but merely encourage 
Mr. Lumsden to proceed with his undertaking. The Governor-General in Council 
took this view, that the book must be considered to have been printed atjthe expense 
of the College Council on this authority, but considered that the business had been 
loosely conducted. * The demand of the College Council was .ordered to be postponed 
Imt Mr. Lumsden’s claim to the whole edition was disallowed. In the course of this 
letter the College in England is called “ Hertford Castle.* 

The Ikhwanus Safa in Urdu translated from the Arabic by Toorab Alee was 
recommended in April 18x0 foyhe support of the College ; the Council recommended 
Government to sanction the usual subscription for 100 copies. This was acceded to. 
The Kulliyat! Sauda also prepared by Captain Taylor was received upon its com- 
pletion in June 1810. 

< That “ cribbing” was not unknown a century ago is shewn by a report of the 
examiners on the 30th June 1810 that “ such a disparity, existed between the oral and 

written exercises of Messrs. and — ^as excited in our minds a suspicion of the 

means whereby the latter were performed.” These gentlemen were re-examined after 
struggling tike hooked fish to avoid ft and on declining to undergo a written 
exmlnation, were classed by the examiners on the results of the ora! examination, with 
this remark “ we saw no grounds for thinking their actual proficiency lower than that 
exhibited by their oral examinations” a piece of biting sarcasm which must have hugelv 
pleased its authors. 

Tarinee Chandra Mitra, Head Munshi in the Hindustani Department was autho- 
rised to publish an edition of all the Hindustani works of Meer Tuqee (Mir Taql). 
Mr. G. A. C. Master, acting Magistrate of Chittagong, submitted his vocabulary of 
words corresponding to the Persian and Hindustani in the language of the Muggs and 
other inhabitants to the southward and eastward of his zillah This vocabulary was 
examined by Dr. Leyden and highly commended. Dr. Leyden asked that Mr. Mister 
might be asked to continue his good work by procuring a Similar vocabulary of the 
language in use by the hill tribes, but as Mr. Master was transferred this could npt be 
done. Dr. Macrae was, however, asked to undertake the task. Dr. Leyden was also 
asked to renort upoii the Pushtoo Dictionary and Grammar compiled by (the late) 
Mohubbut Khan and reported that it was a work of considerable merit and as a first 
work in the Pushtoo language particularly valuable. He appends toWowq report 
a note expos the work by Amir Mohemtnad (Piroc. IV. p. 195.), Pushtoo Munshi to the 
College. A vocabulary of Oorya and English fas also compiled by Mohan Pershid 
Thakpor, which received the support of Government, (ai-y-tlso). 
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